Lecture – Oct. 10

Midterm format:

- Part a: essay  choice, questions on Antigone and Apology, Creon’s approach to politics, know the accusations, is soc bad or good, etc.
- Part b: essay  choice: republic up to book V
- Focus on thesis  w/ intro

**Write essay on old school hip-hop

Lecture Topics 

I – Music/poetry (book III)
II 	– the noble lie: 2 purposes
		*Plato on truth/lies… tension here?
III 	– Abolition of private property & family  Why??
IV 	– the virtues 
V 	– Plato + women


I
· “It is in music and poetry that guardians must build their bulwark” (424c)
· Plato’s real interest is to convince the reader to change their lifestyle and care for their soul
· City needs a class of its own soldiers 
· Soldiers should be gentle and tough 
· Education of children should begin with soul over duties  music before other things
· Plato is convinced that this will heavily determine their attitude toward death, law, gods, elders, city
· Music and poetry are very powerful  should be censored, wet-nurses should be forbidden to tell children stories  377b beginning of any process is most important, most malleable 
· Impose the things that increase virtue, attachment to city  everything else should be prohibited (opinion: scary leader autocratic?)
· Poets who say god lie and cheat should be banned from city  falsehood should not be allowed 
· “Young cannot distinguish what is ?attegorical?…” 370ab
· 379-382  stories that will be tolerated include: god can only be cause of good things, god is always consistent, god does not deceive or speak falsely (382a), gods have no need to lie
· No story that creates fear of death in children should be allowed
· No story that is excessive in food, drink, sex, money, power  want citizens to have self-control to temptations
· Even philosopher kings give in to temptations  this means that teaching self-control will be a long and arduous process
· Content of poetry: 
· Delivery of poetry: what meter, what mode, what instruments
· Musical license will lead to political license   424d
· Early childhood is most important for development of character
· 401d  music dialogue: good soldiers will be graceful
· Music is a way to tune the body and soul into harmony 
· Inner balance (harmony) prerequisite for all future learning
· 2nd function: Plato believed that music possessed a healing function  cure some disorders of mind and body
· Use music and dance to teach children virtues and laws
· Music can give us tools necessary for developing proper judgment (402)
· Anyone who is properly trained in music can sense mistakes
· They will rightly object to what is shameful – unable to grasp the reason – then hate the reason (402ish)
· Last function: music can be used as a tool to foster unity, loyalty and great care for the city  propaganda
· Music can have impact on stability and improvement of regime

II

Who amongst the soldiers should be in charge? How do we select a ruler?
At this point in the dialogue, there is a split. Guardians divided into auxiliary (soldiers) and guardians (ruling class).

Noble Lie (Falsehood or the Myth of the Metals)
· Socrates is super hesitant to introduce the lie
· Take a lot of persuasion to get people to believe it
· Who should be told this story? (414c  in the best case it would persuade even the rulers)
· The story  1st part (414): old venetian tale, upbringing and education and experiences 
· Mother earth delivered into the world
· Therefore if anyone should attack this land, they should treat the earth as our mother, citizens of city as earthly siblings
· Each citizen is born with individual natural endowment 
· People born with silver will be aux
· Gold will be rulers
· Rest are craftsmen, farmers
· Emphasis: god is responsible for this  why is this important? b/c gods can only be responsible for good things, division of city in groups must therefore be a GOOD thing  divine sanction
· Nothing seems to matter more than segregation, keeping bronze away from gold away from silver
· Plato thinks we are naturally talented in one thing  both for our good and the good of the city
· Also describes culture, education important as well, later on
· If the children born in gold class are dumb or incompetent, we will demote them to bronze  some social mobility in myth of metals  all based on merit and virtue only
· Should feel for her and each other  this tale would help each take more care of this city and each other
· Noble lie used to justify social divisions and control of breeding 
· Have you noticed something fishy about noble lie in order to establish justice and legitimacy? Evil to instill good
· True philosophers must hate all falsehood  so, is there a contradiction here?
· 389  Plato very briefly noted that falsehoods are justified in some cases: 
· Good of the city
· Spoken by rulers (really virtuous, know how to use noble falsehoods)
· Another tension  382  Plato makes distinction b/w true and noble falsehoods (falsehood in words)
· True falsehoods: real lies, absolutely no basis in truth, hated by all gods and all humans
· Noble falsehoods: not completely false, they contain some truth 
· Farmers don’t have ability to understand falsehood; cannot decipher the lie behind the story
· Only few virtuous people out there to use this kind of propaganda  they know what is best for us
Book IV

III

Abolition of private property and family

Adamantis is unhappy, why? Thinks abolition is bad  thinking in terms of aristocrats
· Aux and guardians to train, eat and sleep together
· Everything they need is provided by state: no money req’d
· No family
· Copy of Sparta’s approach to society
· New measures do not concern farmers/craftsman
· Children to be raised in common by the state; wives are to be held in common  feminism aspect eww
· Process is common
· Children raised in common  babies taken away from biological mother after birth; referring to all adult females as mothers and adult males as fathers
· Men will also look after the children
· Why does Plato think that an ideal city should abolish private property and family? What could this do for justice and collective happiness?
· Stop nepotism
· Parallel with Antigone: Creon does not bend the law for anyone
· Remove temptations to care more about material possession and money than soul + remove temptation to care more about your wife, son, than the city itself
· Even the most virtuous will be subject to temptation and could give in
· Being told that justice for its own sake? Forget it. Perfect justice? Forget it.
· By having everyone training, working, eating, sleeping together, Plato is trying to build civic unity
· Remove distinction of what is mine/ not mine  total dedication to community as a whole
· Plato takes for granted: tension b/w private and civic attachment  get rid of private attachment to make civic attachment with most efficiency
· Plato seems to think that there is something inherently good about living simple lives  luxury is not good for virtue
· Disciplined life is more conducive to military success, stability of city and physical health of citizens
· Army is strong: soldiers are more healthy, soldiers are more pure (unity)
· Plato believes there is no significance in raising one’s own children
· Admantis: life of rulers is so bad, completely devoid of pleasures, how can we be happy?
· Soc reply (419):
· We’re not concerned with creating a happy class of people
· Concern is with a happy and just city as a whole
· (466) Life of guardian and aux is best life
· Even if lives of rulers was not too pleasant, Soc insists that it is always best to trust individuals who are not interested in material reward or power
· At this point  City seems to be complete

IV
· Consequences of ideal city
· First virtue: wisdom  city as a whole will be wise
· Politics is queen of all science
· Not the same type of wisdom as doctor or craftsman
· Unique; politics is not about particular, unlike craft which is concerned with the whole
· Second virtue: courage; consists of unflinching desire toward significance of city
· Third virtue: Moderation		 
· Fourth virtue: Justice  what is justice in the city (433b)
· (434) the having and the doing of one’s own is justice
· minding your own business
· when everyone does their own job  rulers rule, craftsman make money, aux guard the city
· How do we know if it is better to be just than unjust?
V

· At this point, Polymarchus enters  cannot get away with this, want to discuss the proposal of wives in common
· Have women train naked with men, bearing arms, etc. (only those born with gold in souls  guardians)
· Equality of sex is against nature
· At the end of the day, what matters for ruling is virtue (soul)  physical body differences b/w men and women should not mean inequality in virtue
· Physical and personality differences are present; but are there due to birth giving
· Not everyone is equal, many inferior women are out there who are not fit to rule and can never rule
· Inferiority (in terms of virtue) found almost equally distributed amongst women and men
· Plato attacks many parts of his society, sexism is not the biggest but also not the smallest
· Women can be philosopher queens
· By refusing this possibility, we are limiting our talent pool and therefore harming the city
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
