Chapter 1: the origins and role of law in society

Introduction
· as of 1986 canadian federal state created in excess of 90, 000 laws
· not all communities rely on formally enacted laws, this pattern emerged late in human history
· kinship, co-operation and mutual aid key to harmony in these communities 
· as societal organization changes forms of dispute settlements emerged 
· role of dispute settlements is restoration of order 
· for there to be crime there must be a formulated law, not all societies have this 
· harms between individuals is civil law, between state and individual is criminal law 
patterns of human social organization
· human culture classified in many different ways
· lenski- mode of production used by societies
· hunting and gathering, pastoral, horticultural, agricultural and industrial 
· hunting and gathering dominant form of social order for human species- acephalous  (leaderless)- small, egalitarian , simple technology and labour 
· stratification does not exist, characterized by order and cooperation 
· eventually destroyed with contact of western world 
small- scale society
· general characteristics of small scale society:
1. Vulnerability with nature- well aware they were apart of a natural ecosystem that they could not control 
· Willingness to work as community dependent on having to cope with nature 
· Powerful role of ancestors as they could control nature 
2. Need for self restraint- 50 people per group, kin ties
· Diffuseness of roles 
· Intimate quarters therefore reluctant to offend one another 
· Hostility occurred they just controlled it
3. Mutual dependence- each received equal share of goods
· All expected to care for one another 
4. Community of belief 
· Shared system of customs 
· Kin groups accountbale for behaviour of their members
5. Absence of surplus strafication and the state 
· Move regularly limits amount of personal belongings 
· Where surplus existed potlatch exercised 
· Absence of surplus suppressed emergence of economic stratification 

Dispute settlement in small- scale society
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