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Interview Setting
The interview took place at my home on Sunday, November 10th starting at 3:00 pm. The child is my nephew, a three-year old boy who just turned three at the beginning of October. He was very cooperative while only sometimes getting off track playing with his toys during the interview. The only interference during the interview was from our dog that ran in the room a couple of times, as all my family was away at a hockey tournament for the day. The dog came in during the parent-child interaction and may have caused different reactions but was not influential enough to cause a skew in the results. The only difficulty had during the interview was some of the questions for the child seemed too advanced for him. I would try to explain to him but in some cases he had trouble with questions involving detailed answers especially at the end where he just wanted to play with his toys. However everything else seemed to move smoothly throughout the interview for the mother and child as the interview came to a conclusion at 5:15pm after the information needed was gathered. 


Observational Record Sheets of Parent-Child Interaction
	Time
	Child’s Actions
	Mother’s Actions

	3:00pm
	-Starts to play with train set
	-Joins in 

	3:01pm
	-Driving around train, shouting “choo-choo” at myself and mother
	-Does the same thing and starts to laugh at the child

	3:02pm
	-Continues to drive train around the carpet, keeping to himself
	-Starts to begin to build the toy railroad tracks

	3:03pm
	------------------
	---------------------

	3:04pm
	-Goes over to his mother with a bright yellow and blue train, says “it is Thomas the tank engine’’
	-Replies “yes, watch this Colin”, She starts to drive them on the railroad tracks

	3:05pm
	-He watches his mother on the railroad track with the trains, his eyes are wide open with excitement
	

	3:06pm
	-“my turn” he says and starts to drive them on the tracks
	-Sits back and watches him play

	3:07pm
	-He wants us both to play with the trains and him, comes up to me and says “come play!” I say “no thank you, I have work to do” 
	-His mom starts to drive the trains on the track again after he comes back from asking me to play

	3:08pm
	-Continues to play and making train noises “choo-choo” 
	-Starts to make other train noises “chug chug chug” and continues to play

	3:09pm
	-He is right into playing with the trains
-dog enters the room
	-Sits down on couch

	3:10pm
	-Begins to yell “No, No” at the dog as the dog is five feet away from trains and him
	-Tells him “don’t worry about him, come here Bauer!”
-the dog runs over to her on the couch and she leads him out of the room

	3:11pm
	--------------------
	---------------------

	3:12pm
	-Looks at this mother and yells “juice, juice”, stops playing with the trains
	-“what do you say”, he says “please juice”
-She goes and gets him a juice box from the refrigerator but enforces his manner  “what do you say?” he says “thank you” 

	
3:13pm 
	
-Drinking the juice box and goes back to playing with the trains. Suddenly runs to his mom on the couch “you take a drink” she does and he begins to laugh
	
-“thank you, you goof” and laughs 
-She goes over to the train set with him

	3:14pm
	-He comes over to me then and asks “you take a drink?”
I say “no thank you”
	-She starts to crash the trains into one another on the tracks and making them tip over

	3:15pm
	-He watches his mother crashing the train and runs over and laughs
-He starts to crash the trains and then starts pulling apart the tracks
	-“do not lose or throw any of the pieces please”

	3:16pm
	-He then throws a piece of the track at the couch where no one is sitting
-yells “no” to being done playing with trains
	-She then insists “if you throw one more piece, you are done playing with the trains”
-“well do not throw them please”

	3:17pm
	-Goes back to driving the trains right on the carpet again and goes around the table
-He runs into my foot with one of them
-“sorry Steven”, I say “that is okay”
	-Mother tells him “say sorry for running into your uncles foot”

	3:18pm
	-He continues to play while now heading into the toy room to get toy cars 
	-Mother turns on the TV and sits back on the couch, looks at me and says “your turn”

	3:19pm
	-He is asking me “to come play please” so I do as it will be a good start to moving on to the questions directly to him
	








Interview Responses
A. Social Development
1. Sex Roles
a) We were reading a book and when we came across a boy and a girl sitting together.
S-Which one is the boy?
C-he points to the male
S-how do you know? 
C-he looks at me with a confused look, not understanding and points at the male again and says “boy”
S-Which one is the girl then?
C-he points correctly to the female
S-how can you tell?
C-points to the girl and says “girl”
S-How are boys and girls different? I point to his mom and myself
C-“boy have penis, girls have vagina”  
b) I tell him good job as he continues to play with his cars
S-Are you a girl?
C-“No” and laughs, says my name like I am playing around “Stevveeennn”
S-Are you a boy”
C-“Yah!”
S-How can you tell?
C-“I have a penis”
S-That is correct and laugh, when you were a baby (point to a baby doll), were you a baby boy or baby girl?
C-“boy baby, no girl Stevenn”
S-Were you ever a baby girl?
C-“no girl Stevenn”
S-Why not?
C-“no Steven, no girl”
S-When you get bigger, as big as me or bigger, will you be a mommy or daddy?
C-looks at me blank (I point to pictures of a mom and dad), he says “daddy” but not quite sure if understood the question judging by his facial expressions
S-Could you be a mommy?
C-“No” and points to his mommy
S-Why not?
C-looks at me blank and then says “mommy” and points at her
c) S-If you wore girl’s clothes and played girls games, or wore your hair like a girl; would you be a girl?                                                                                                                                                                    
C-“No girl, I’m boy” starts to laugh and says “Stevvvveenn”
S-Why can’t you be a girl?
C-“no girl, me boy!!”
d) S-Could you ever be a girl if you wanted to?
C-“No, boy”
S-What if you wished really hard?
C-looks blank at me
S-Would you like to be a girl?
C-“no”
S-Why not?
C-“no girl”
e) S-You can be all sorts of things when you grow up, what would you like to be when your older\bigger? Showed him when he was my size
C-“hockey!!!!”
S-Why do you want to play hockey”
C-“Skating”…he just started skating
S-That’s awesome, I love hockey (might have influenced), what else do you want to do when your big?
C-“hockey”
S-Nothing else?
C-“hockey”
f) I show him the boy and girl sitting together from his book again
S-Do you see these people?
C-“Yeah”
S- I am going to ask some questions and for each one point to either the boy or girl, who would be better at baking? Or who is more likely to make you dinner?
C-Points at girl
S-Why is that?
C-“mommy and nema(grandma)”... they do most or all of the cooking
S-Who would be better at fixing the TV (point to TV) if it was broken?
C-Points to boy
S-Why do you think that?
C-“woody and buzz please”. He wants to watch toy story and me to put it on
S-No we have to keep doing this please, who would be a better bus driver?
C-“Nema”
S-Point to the girl or boy please?
C-Points to girl
S-Why did you say Nema?
C-“her bus”…grandma is a bus driver
S-Who would be a better teacher? I show him how a teacher would point her finger
C-Points to girl
S-Why do you think so?
C-looks at me blank, and points to girl again says “mommy” and then laughs

2. Social Competence and Motives
a) S-Someone much smaller than you starts to fight with you, what would you do?
C-“No fight! Not nice”
S-Would you do anything else?
C-“fight not nice, mommy!” 
S-okay, no fighting
b) S-Let’s pretend your friend is playing with a toy and you want to play with that toy, show him by playing with a toy that he would want. What would you do?
C-“my toy, I want to play”, stares for a few seconds and then “please let me play”
S-Can you tell me any other things that you would do if I had your toy?
C-no answer and is now playing with that toy
c) S-Do you have a friend that you play with?
C-“Yeah, ELISE!”
S-Perfect, let’s pretend that Elise is visiting at your house and you each have a cup. Your name is on this cup (hand him a cup) and Elise’s on this cup (I keep the other cup). You and Elise are playing when Papa (grandpa) comes and gives you ten pennies (I give him the pennies), now you can give some pennies to Elise or keep them to yourself. What would you do with the pennies and everyone has to be in a cup?
C- He puts two in Elise cup and the rest (eight) in his cup
S-Why did you put the pennies where you did?
C-“some to Elise”
S-Good job sharing

3. Friendship and Peer Relations
a) S-Do you know what a friend is? What is Elise to you?
C-“Nice and share”
S-Good, anything else?
C-looks at me blank
S-So a friend is someone who is?
C-“Nice”
S-good
C-“share”
S-good job 
b) S-Do you have a friend?
C-“Ya!!”
S-What is his or her name?
C-“Charlie”
S-How do you know you are friends? What do you do together?
C-“Play with cars and colour, daycare”
S-cool that’s sweet
C-“sweet” 
c) S-How did you become friends with Charlie?
C-looks at me blank and doesn’t understand
S-Can you stop being friends with Charlie?
C-“No”
S-Would anything make you stop being friends with him?
C-“No”…not completely sure if he understands
d) S-Do people need friends? Do you need your friends at daycare?
C-“yes”
S-Why?
C-looks at me and says “yes”... does not understand possibly
S-What if someone didn’t have any friends?
C-“they sad”
S-What would happen if you didn’t have Charlie or Elise?
C-“no Steven”

B. Cognitive Development
1. Conservation
I make up two balls of play dough that look the same size
S-Are these the same size? Or does this one have more play dough than the other?
C-“ya”
S-So same or different?
C-“same”
S- I then rolled out one, are they both the same now? Or does one have more play dough (point to hotdog one) than the other?
C-Looks at both of them, concentrating and says “same”
S-Why do you think so? Or why do you think they have the same amount of play dough still?
C-“you squished the one Steven”
S- Nice job

2. Classification
I have pictures from animals on a farm that he has as one of his toys
S-I put the horse with the cow and a chicken with the duck so a large and small group. I tell him to separate into large and small groups so if the animal is big put it with the horse and cow but if small with the chicken and duck. I hand him a pig and ask him where it goes?
C-He puts it with the chicken and the duck, then he puts the donkey with the horse and cow. He grabs the goat and dog and puts them with the small animal group
S-Excellent, you’re doing a really good job, just two more!
C-He grabs the cat and puts it with the small group. As he looks at the last one, he starts to laugh and picks it up and shows it to me while still laughing (it is an emu). Then he sets it with the large animal group.
S-Great job, so why did you put these in that group? As I point at the large animals
C-“they are big” points to the other animals in that group and then points to the small group and says “small”
S- Amazing Colin

3. Seriation 
I cut out yellow, green, blue, and red circles of paper
S-Alright Colin, do you see all these colours?
C-“Yeah”
S-I am going to put them in an order, so I put blue then red then green and finally yellow, Okay now see how I put them, as I move my finger across them. I tell him he has to put them in that order, so I mix them up and put them in a pile and remind him to place them just like mine.
C-He starts to grab the blue one and sets it down, looks at me.
S-Put them in the order (hand gesturing they have to be beside each other) I had
C-He puts the blue one down and then grabs the green and puts it beside the blue, then the red and finally the yellow
S-I tell him okay, you understand how you have to put them down so the blue and yellow are good (point to the colours and give a thumbs up), Can you change the other ones?
C-He waits for a bit looking at the colours and then grabs the red and green and switches them
S-Excellent that is how it is supposed to be
C-“Okay” as he has a huge smile on his face
S-Let’s try it one more time, so I mix them up and again before I tell him to start remind him to put them just like they were
C-He starts with the red and green and puts red right beside the green and then puts the blue in front and the yellow after the green
S-Wow that was really good, do you understand why you put them in that order?
C-Looks blankly at me
S-Did you know the green came after the red?
C- Starts to laugh and goes to play with his toys, has lost concentration
Parent Interview
A1-Colin is the only child
A2-Just turned three and a boy obviously
B1-a) I would love it if I could set out his clothes around age four or five and he put them on, to do it himself it would be nice around eight years old
b) Tying shoes he should be able to do when he is seven or eight
c) He already can eat with a fork, just have to keep a close eye on him
D) Let’s go with six or seven, maybe earlier but have to be careful
e) As soon as possible and laughs, no maybe in a year but I feel he will always need reminding
f) two to three years
g) When he is eight to ten I guess 
h) Well he already is skating so maybe two more years, once he grasps skating
i) eight to ten as well and laughs
j) six to seven years old would be great but needs to be careful with that one
C1-He will come and ask me for help, he usually uses please but if not I won’t do anything until he does use his manners, sometimes I do have to remind him
C2-If I knew he is going to come to me right then, I will go over but he usually comes up to me and in some occasions when he is in a mood will start to cry
C3-To try everything he can think of doing without getting frustrated
C4-He can go for an hour or two watching a movie but playing a game maybe thirty to forty five minutes
D1-Yes, maybe in certain situations a little different but all depends on the situation I suppose
D2-Yes he has trucks and loves them; no dolls but action figures like buzz light year and Spiderman
D3-No puts his toys away when I ask, I plan on assigning him chores when he is the right age and I would say that is a couple years away
E1-Just tell him to do it if he wants to do whatever he wants to do usually a movie
-ask him again just in case if he did forget
-give him a warning he will be put on a ten minute timeout or have to go to his room so he knows what he is doing is wrong
-put him on his timeout or in his room until I feel is necessary so he will learn to behave
E2-If he does do any of those things, I stop him right away and will tell him not to, I will warn him before he goes to be good….If he continues to do those things I will stop him from getting to do those things
F1-Together but can also play with toy cars in the same place but separate, I am not at daycare for too long but when he is with Elise he is very cooperative when she needs help
F2-Depends on the toy, if it is woody or buzz there is no chance he will share but most things he is usually pretty willing
F3-Have to take Colin to the side and tell him to share and that fighting is not nice and he will be put on a timeout
G1-In the toy room or the living room
G2-He plays by himself unless a friend comes over
G3-I will play with him sometimes and sometimes he will ask me to play with him
G4-I will tell him or show him easier ways for him to do things but it is play time so it really is what he wants to do
G5-Not very long, it is tough when I am at work and have to wait and he will do sleepovers at his grandma and grandpa, which is hard too. However some time away is nice but can’t be too long or I cannot take it
G6-If he is not coming up to me too often then yes
H1-Yeah, I can let him go for five to ten minutes but there is so much stuff he can get into so I am usually always checking in 
H2-Every couple of minutes, it can vary depending on what I am doing but always have to make sure
I1-Not on his own, he got out of his daycare once and that terrified me
I2-Tell him he cannot go anywhere outside without me, he can go on the back porch but I watch him from the window
I3-When I come back, we are both needy of each other. He is very up and down and won’t let me out of his sight so I have to be there for him and let him know I am not going anywhere

















Discussion

	This report was a learning experience by all means; it put into perspective how a parent disciplines and would like to raise their children. Also in the meantime it demonstrates in certain situations how they go about doing these things physically with their child. Colin is an interesting young man and going through preoperational stage this is evident in how he is developing his language, as I could understand all of his words. During the report Colin did lose interest and by his facial expressions did look like he was having difficulty understanding a few of the questions. That would be caused to how young he is because if you were to interview a 7 year old there capacity for understanding more language would be greater and more than likely have more in-depth answers.
	The preoperational stage is one of Piaget’s stages of development and it is between the ages of two to seven where this report would lie for everyone. Piaget views children as constructivist because children’s view on objects and interpretations of them depend on how much knowledge they have available to him. In this case when I would ask Colin “why can he not be a girl?” he was not able to understand that because his knowledge is not developed enough to interpret the meaning of my question. ‘The way Piaget believes cognition develops is through schemas which is what underlies mental intelligence, now the way the child organizes these schemas is how they get their bodies of knowledge.’(Shaffer et al.,2013) Schemas can be separated into three categories, one is behavioural, that is how infants make sense of the world using physical actions such as when Colin only understood when I had the toy he wanted. The second is symbolic so once the child grows older they use mental representations such as when I asked Colin “who is most likely to bake?” he has seen his mom and his grandma in the kitchen so in his head they represent that. The third schema is operational which is when the child is in the set stages and thus become more flexible and performs mental activities. Colin did not show any operational schema although he was able to put the colours in order, it could have been by luck or just using his memory.  The reason for organization is to promote adaptation which is the process of adjusting to the environment and the way to develop the adaptation is believed to be in two ways, assimilation and accommodation. “Assimilation is the process by which children try to interpret new experiences in terms of their existing models of the world-the schemas they already possess” (Shaffer et al.,2013). Colin may still be too young to be grasping assimilation however when I was asking him what gender would be best on doing certain jobs and I said “who would be best at driving the bus?” His immediate reaction was grandma because he goes on the bus with her however when he develops he will be able to understand that just because grandma drives a bus does not mean other people cannot.  ‘As for accommodation it is the process of changing existing structures in order to amount for new experiences.’(Shaffer et al.,2013) In my case, when we were classifying the farm animals into large and small groups, when we came across the final animal the emu. Colin paused and looked at me and laughed, but he looked unsure because he has never seen this type of animal before. It is similar looking to a chicken so a point could be made that Colin did make that connection but may have made the decision of putting it within the large group due to the fact it was in comparison to the other large animals in size. This may have been the result of Colin changing chickens in his head because an emu is much larger and thus developing a new experience. Colin is still very early in his preoperational stage and will take some time in his cognitive growth but Piaget believed that assimilation and accommodation have to work together to produce growth. Now I did my optional category on seriation and it showed how Colin was able to make put things in order by seeing the order of a set of colours. However at his age he should have limited reasoning abilities like Piaget mentions but I find this to be quite advanced. There is a possibility that I could have helped more than what was needed during the process but to be able to still put them in the correct order by himself was impressive. The reason for the limitation is due to the preoperational egocentrism and how the child has difficulty differentiating how he or she would think compared to others. This should have been the case when putting the colours in order but he was able to overcome this and understand what I wanted him to do but this term comes to life in other parts of the interview where I would want him to explain to me why he could not be a girl and he would just say “no” and would think I was playing around with him.  
	When I questioned Colin the difference between a girl and a boy, the first thing he said and the only thing was that a boy has a penis and a girl a vagina. He did not comment about hair or size just the genital parts but he must realize these other parts so this must be influenced by his mother in some way. Possibly more in-depth questions would find your solution but that is for another day. When I asked Colin anything about being a girl he rejected it immediately and thought I was playing around with him, knowing right away he is a boy and thinks nothing else of it. Even when I asked his mother about the toys he is given it was never a doll and always a car or an action figure.  Maybe Elise gets all the girl toys and he portrays that as a girl then and his mom may tell him not to play with those things because when I asked her “If she deals with boys\girls the same way?” Her answer was one that it depended on the situation and did not have any examples to give at the time so possibly this could be one of those situations where Colin is not allowed to play with girls toys which would refer to direct tuition. She could be concerned that Colin does not have a man figure in his life and just to make sure understands he is a boy and cannot play with girl things.  Colin does understand that a boy has a penis and a girl has a vagina but it was hard to connect with him when asking him if he could ever change to a girl because he did not seem to understand what I was meaning.
	The family relations in this case are just Colin and his mother therefore he has to go to daycare during the week which brings in a whole other world for the young man. He has developed his language through daycare and as his uncle I can noticeably tell as well with many social skills including interacting with others. He has learned to play with others well because when he is home he is all alone and does not have others to play with. Since it is just the two of them when I was watching them interact they are very connected and “feed” off each other’s moods, right when the dog entered the room and Colin starts shouting “no!” Michelle amped her voice up to get the dog out of there and make sure he is fine. Then later when it was the parent interview she stated that when they are apart for the night or the day even and she goes to see him, he is very needy which reflects how she is feeling at the time. Michelle from the way she disciplines seems to take an authoritative style because she will be comforting and warm to him at first but if he continues to disobey that is when the demands come in and then it will lead to control.  If it comes to punishment she seems to make it a time-out or taking privileges away which is good for Colin so he will understand but she has to remain consistent with him and give him the reasons he is being put on the timeout or he could get to the point where he will test how far she will go. For a single mother, she has a lot on her plate but thus far looks to be doing a good job as I am sitting here and thinking of taking that task on it would be overwhelming.
	Colin has just entered the second social world of having peers and has to understand that the relationship with his mother and friends are much different. As with his mother, she is in charge but with his friends it is completely different. However these two are not disconnected completely as how a child’s connection is with his mother has determined how close his friendships will be later on in life. For Colin, by him making friends at daycare or even being around other children of his age help him participate in informal relationships and while also reinforcing behaviour. Colin’s friend Charlie sounds like they have met through an object-centred so one was probably playing with a toy and the other joined in, they will eventually build simple and complex interchanges but it will also fall on the caregiver to teach them how to develop such a characteristic. Most of Colin’s interaction with others at this point in his life will come through play time but mainly solitary play and for the next coming years, it will grow and become more complex and eventually turning into associative play but it will teach him how to socialize every day and prepare him for many years of school. Colin had difficulty when trying to ask questions regarding friends to him as he did not seem to understand where I was going with the question and would look at me blank so maybe the questions were a little to developed for him. The only negative that can come with interacting with his peers is when he gets left out of a game or feels rejected by the popular child, even getting lied to can all have effects on the child. They will feel lonely or rejected from the group and have a fear of going back to that place or be uncomfortable when put into certain situations for the rest of their life. That is why peer relationships although do not seem to be a major influence at the time, are key in determining a child’s development with the social world and how they will react in a room full of others their age. 
	This report was a learning experience to say the least, as it showed me how being a parent can be such a challenge and how trying to understand what that child is thinking is a whole other mystery among itself. Colin may have been a little young for some of the detail in questions because he couldn’t understand, I tried helping him at times with understanding. The results may be flawed a bit due to the fact that I was just trying to help Colin understand what I was wanting him to answer. In conclusion this report just showed me how vital a child early years are to his whole development and his whole life. It is remarkable that the way your relationship is with your parent can determine how your relationships with your friends will when you are an adult. 
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