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-not necessarily a relation between the person’s belief of the soul and the rest of their belief system 
	-ie. An atheist may wonder rationally the nature of consciousness or soul
-people may believe in God but may not necessarily believe in life after death
-beliefs are not necessarily stable
-Many people couldn’t pin point what they believe – may give a different story depending on who is present and what the situation is

-Secularization – related to the world of the sense; empirical evidence. Turning away from religion (or anything supernatural and beyond this world)
-religion pre-supposed a world beyond the sense while the secular view is directed to what we know with our senses

3 Theses of Death and Dying (*see cuLearn)
(Tony Walters)
I. Death in the modern world is an alienating and terrifying experience 
– society isolates the old, ill or dying; grieving people are also not as welcomed in society. 
-Because of secularization, modern society has lost the religious symbols that have comforted past generations to help them deal with death/grief
-Religion was a strategy that helped people deal with death. thoroughly medicalized; turn to nurses and doctors for comfort not to priests.
-In past centuries people died at home with their loved ones with religious authorities – do we have evidence of people being comforted by the idea of heaven or afterlife? 
-Did public mourning help people who were grieving?
-It is difficult if not impossible to come to a conclusion
-Funerals and death rituals are psychologically comforting
-His conclusions are that it could be that in past ages, dying could be easier due to religion however we cannot know for sure - There is no evidence that allows us to
II. Modern death is a good death 
-in the bible, leaving an inheritance and children with a peaceful death at the end of a long life was desirable – relatively few died this way in opposed to today
-our average life span is much longer 
-Majority of people need not fear a violent death – our country and many countries around the world are relatively peaceful 
-Pain management makes dying days bearable – modern medicine
-childhood diseases no longer carry death sentence 
-death of a spouse doesn’t leave the majority of people to a financial crisis
-no longer presents a social and economical stress
-people tend to be active and enthusiastic into old age – no longer allowing chronological age to dictate what they’re doing 
-arguably, if you live a good, long life then you don’t have as much fear of death and that diminishes the need for religion – debateable 
III. Modern society has developed new ways of dealing with death
-Media can also be seen as a way of allowing us to share the emotions of those who are grieving – a role to play in instructing us how to face death or loss
-in religions, the thought of death is intended to make you stop and contemplate life
-maybe thinking about death is not such a bad thing


