RELI 2732 - Lecture 6 - Muslim Perspectives
October 9th

Muslim Perspectives of Death and Afterlife

-Islam is the most recent of the monotheistic religions

-Islam means submission

-Muslim (person who follows Islam) means one who submits to the will of God


-the root 'slm' means peace, soundness, safety


-'Inshallah' is a common Muslim saying, meaning 'God Willing'; every act or 
anything in the universe is subject to God's will

-everyone/thing has a natural state of faith, a natural inner capacity to know God


-humans are born into this state of purity and innocence

-the entire universe affirms Islam

Three areas crucial to Islamic thought (*see cuLearn)

additional notes

1. bears witness to God

2. accepts the prophet Muhammad as the last prophet 


-prophecy: God sent prophets throughout time to affirm that there is no God but 
God


-prophets began with Adam and ended with Muhammad

3. An end time - very important to Islam 

Muslim Identity

-those who truly submit to God is a matter of the heart - this is known only to God 

Context in which Islam arose

-the Quran is the Islamic scripture. It was revealed to the prophet Muhammad in a cave by the angel Gabriel for the first time in 610 CE

-it is considered to be a fulfillment of biblical prophecy - that there will be a new law 

-Mecca, the birthplace and home of the prophet has a miraculous origin 


-Abraham sent his son Ishmael and his mother Hagar into the desert. Water 
bubbled up under Ishmael's heel and Hagar contained it - called the well of 
Zamzam

-Abraham returned to visit them and build the Ka'ba - a large cube 

-in pre-Islamic times, Mecca was a trading center and religious centre for the pagans

-'Allah' is an Arabic word meaning God - it is not the name of the Islamic God. Arabic Christians and Jews would use the same word for God - even pre-Islamic pagans worshipped 'Allah'

-the nomadic people of the Arabian peninsula didn't have many possessions 


-carried their honour, tribal honour, integrity with them


-breath was the creative expression that was always with you ( song, storytelling, 
poetry, voice etc)

-language was seen as the most precious possession 


-Quran considered to be powerful and moving 


-Muhammad was believed to perhaps be part of a group of people known as Hanifs - meaning pious ones


-they were attracted to the monotheistic religions but did not belong to it


-often sat in caves and contemplated as Muhammad did

-Muhammad's messages:


-Worship the one God


-be generous to the poor


-the day of judgement

The Soul

-many debates between its nature - the nafs and the ruh


-Nafs: soul, inner self


-Ruh: animating life breath of God as spirit

Macrocosm: the Cosmos 

(*see cuLearn)

-outer layer - visible world of matter devoid of life and knowledge - world of darkness

-core - invisible world of light - realm of the angels 

-in between the two - world of imaginal beings 


-beings of not pure light or darkness


-the Jinn: made of a mixture (like fire; light and materiality), no fixed shape


-somewhere between the visible and invisible world - like a dream state


-appear according to their meaning

-Imaginal: distinguishes them from something purely imaginary 


-human being is an image of the cosmos - a microcosm

(*see cuLearn)

-outer body of matter, inner core of spirit/pure light (ruh)

-in-between is the soul that joins them

-the quality of the soul is the degree to which a person has developed their divine qualities


-qualities of God have potential to exist in a person


-souls represent the quality of a person

-Body is all the same - flesh and blood

-the souls of each person are different - they are individualized and can be differentiated when they leave the body at death


-each a unique expression of the divine attributes

 -souls are note purely immaterial - if it were, how could it relate to the material body?

(*see cuLearn)

What happens after death?
-Islam is very specific 

-Al-Ghazali 1058-1111


-Islamic thinker


-joined orthodox Islam with the mystical Sufi's


-his text is The remembrance of death and the afterlife

-after death and before resurrection, the soul lives in an in-between called Barzakh which means barrier or boundary 


-refers to the boundary between death and the resurrection 


-an intermediate state also called the interworld

-the soul dwells in misery or peace according to its quality

-the state of Barzakh is an imaginal state

-after death the soul shows its true shape - the shape that has been hidden in the body of clay


-the shape reflects who you truly are 

ie. greed/passion - pig shape, anger/aggression - wolf shape

 -you true meaning is completely exposed and obvious although it hadn't been in your entire life

What happens in Barzakh?

-Main feature

-Stage 1:

-questioned by two angels - not necessary pleasant; can be very scary beings

-the quality of your soul depends on how frightening the entire experience would be (your state of 'goodness')

--weight given to your interior being - affects how you experience the process

-good deeds allows you a nice experience, represents your own good 


-opposite for bad deeds

-if you are a hypocrite or don't answer the questions properly you receive torment

-Stage 2: 

-3 groups of people after the questioning


-those who have no bad deeds


-those who have no good deeds


-those who have some bad and some good

-those in the last category go before the scales to have their deeds weighed - if the good outweighs the bad or the other way around

-Stage 3:

-the traverse - sharper than a sword, thinner than a hair

-everyone crosses the traverse in their own way

-even those with good deeds can have trouble crossing

-many debates about heaven and hell 


-is it literal? 


-some believe images of each refer to a the state of the soul and some to bodily 
pleasure 
-we cannot imagine what will occur

-is suffering in hell eternal?

(*see cuLearn for handouts on Al-Ghazali)

Funeral 

(very similar to Judaism)

-no cremation

-no embalming or beautification of the corpse

-returned to the earth in a plain coffin or without one

-buried within 24 hours

---

-stories of religion reflect needs of human beings 


-reflects their struggles with death and afterlife

-the stories have been told many times before


-they were seen as valuable enough to repeat

-in the current historical period we do not understand the stories of our ancestors 


-they no longer have power to each or enchant us

 
-we value the ideas and facts of science

-science is concerned with facts - not existential issues

-today we see the stories of religions to be fiction - they do not present facts 


-put down as less than true

-the language of the stories do not meet our criteria of truth

-the truth is, questions of death are not answerable by fact or science

-in religious stories what happened is not as important as the meaning of what happens


-we are not given answers or details because it doesn't further the meaning of 
the religious story
