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Pre-1945 blues, pop, r+b and country
· Geographical bias for American music and a little U.K. music. 
· Popular music = vague term. Begins with folk music. Involves marketing and professionalization. 
· Fusion of African-American culture to American music = pivotal point.
· Ballad = primary thing is telling a story-poem. One instrument, least important thing, emphasis on the voice; melody not important. I.e., Blind Alfred Reed “The Wreck of the Virginian”. 
· Anglo-American folk ballad goes back to 16th century. 
· Ballads used to preserve historical records; keep culture alive. 
· Form = chunk in song. Strophic form = repeats same chunk over and over again. 
· Delta blues earliest sound recording in 1920’s from commercializing. Good example of key features that all blues share; influential on later rock and folk musicians. Cannot have existed before 1865 – end of civil war; social changes involving African Americans. 
· African American culture is central to music history because the segregation and intermingling creates a politically charged situation; slave-trade allows influence to be exchanged (from Caribbean and West-Africa); challenges in post-slavery era (Jim Crow laws; sharecropping with landowner). Option of migrancy, to sustain a living or avoid family tension, gave way to lyrics of trains and highways. Church music becomes important as well as juke-joint = social institutions. I.e., Robert Johnson “Me and the Devil Blues”. 
· Blues made the guitar as a dominant instrument. 
· Associative coherence (thematic) versus narrative coherence (story) is featured in blues lyrics. Floating pool of verses (i.e., the eagle flies on Friday) are “public property”. 
· 12-bar blues form = involves chord changes; bars can be group 3 or 4; say lyrics twice then a different one; guitar has response that fills in vocal gaps. 
· Tin Pan Alley pop has nostalgic and wishful lyrics, with an orchestra. More money is spent for production, hoping to get more money back which means marketing to an urban audience; connected with broadcasting and television. I.e., Judy Garland “Over the Rainbow”. 
· Post-civil-war era in U.S. marked with increased urbanization and industrialization; emergence of the mass audience = create music to appeal to everybody. 
· Money made in publishing in 19th and early 20th century. 
· “After the Ball” (1892) first demonstrated that money could be made in publishing for sheet music. 
· Tin Pan Alley is the way that pop industry emerged. 
· By 1900 most popular music publishers moved their HQ to New York City. Market concentration was important for Tin Pan Alley; before 1900 many cities had music publishers. 
· Tin Pan Alley referred to the neighbourhood in New York where these publishers were located; refers to the way of working (professionalization, overt commercialism = made for a lot of people to relate to, segregation of tasks= lyricist, performer and composer, and volume of production = crank it up if it is popular); refers to mainstream aesthetic (formula, universal themes, accessibility, and professionalism). 
· Tin Pan Alley ballad form = 32 bar-chorus form. Each section is 8 bars long, and the B section is called the middle 8. Earlier pop songs, “After the Ball” had narrative story-telling, and then music evolved to emphasis chorus (non-narrative form). 
· Another definition of ballad is slow and sentimental; love song. 
· Country music began from the commercialization and professionalism of folk music. Artists like Jimmy Rogers, shows the loner-guitar, everyday and working man image. His song has 12-bar blues form with 4 bars of yodelling. Community value aspect shown in the Carter Family. There are subtle forms of pop music with emphasis on the chorus; condensed songs. Music is composed to sound old-timey; or adapting old songs and copyrighting them. 
· Rhythm and blues emerges after World War II, like Big Mama Thornton “Hound Dog”. African-American culture starts to adopt modern image, from rural to urban. Formal structure is based around 12-bar blues, resembling delta blues; sounds more like pop in their melody for vocals which made it different from delta blues. There is use of drums and bass; rhythmic approach for the piano. A lot of use on riffs and prevalence of horns and saxophone influenced from big band swing. 
· R + b has specialized dance music. Most lyrics emphasize sex and party; optimistic modernistic attitude. Shouting in vocal lines. 
· R + b show how the African-American culture made a transition from folk culture to popular culture. It is also an extent of rock n’ roll. Honky tonk resembles r + b historically and stylistically. 
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