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Brown’s Sub-disciplines of Anthropology (1988)
· Biological
· Ecologicial
· Ethnomedical
· Critical
· Applied
· Borrow key terms in Cultural Anthro
· Emic – inside POV
· Etic – outside view
· Sickness thought of two ways – disease vs. illness
· Disease = abnormalities in the structure or function of organs, pathologists states whether or not they are culturally recognized (biomedicine)
· Illness – person’s perceptions and socially constructed ideas about not being well
· Can have disease without illness (HIV+) and illness without disease (Sick Building Syndrome)

Rationality debate by E3 Pritchard
· Took E3 Pritchard 7 weeks to get to Azande Lande

Evans-Prtichard Paradox
· He discovered that rationale, progressive people believe in witchcraft though nobody is a conscious witch
· Tests used to confirm witchcraft
· He said similar to the way science does its testing
· (1) Self-confirming
· (2) Self vindicating
· They were able to explain the contradictions away
· Don’t contradict their hypothesis or system
· (3) Self-validating
· no higher authority that undermined the system
· Pritchard goes back to the Azande and says you cannot move the Azande into nucleated villages because of their epistemology

Introduction to explanatory models, semantic illness networks and medicine as ideology

Some medical anthropologists theoretical frameworks:

(1) explanatory models (Kleinman)
· Geissler
· Luo of Western Kenya
· 2 explanatory models (Biomedical and indigenous traditional)
· Luo related the worms to the part of their body and the life cycle
· Also as foreign invaders, as disease (had to do with ideas of pollution dirt and affliction)
· If we understand the Luo think about worms, we can understand how they perceive life and the body
· The luo felt worms were a part of the body
· Kleinman
· EM have 3 characteristics
· (1) analytic – a way of analyzing one’s sickness predicament
· (2) pedagogic – 
· (3) Clinical -

Explanatory models outside western medicine

Illnesses that are geographic specific
· Nervios in Mexico
· To be nervous, to have a case of the nerves
· If an Hispanic patient came to a physician with nerves they would be prescribed psychiatric drugs that do not always work
· It’s more than that – culturally specific
· Soul loss among the Hmong
· Luo and bilharzia
· Allan Young’s critique of EM
· Sickness itself is a process of socializing disease
· It cannot be seen just as an umbrella term for illness and disease
· (1) very individualistic
· (2) ignores power relations
· (3) sickness not a blanket term

(2) semantic illness networks (Good)
· how we come to describe the heart of the matter?
· Lynn Payer, Medicine practiced in Western countries
· “Malaise of the heart” in Iran
· In Iran folk illness called “malaise of the heart” (narahatiye qalb)
· The Goods were working in Iran at a time when a lot of medical anthropologists were trying to understand the historical and cultural realities that impacted diseases and illness
· Foucault – once physicians could actually cut and see inside the body it completely changed their conception of disease
· Case of Mrs. Z in Maragheh
· She was 27 when the Goods met her
· 5 children
· husband was craftsman in the bazaar
· lived with her husband’s family
· 15 ft brick wall surrounded compound
· house had electricity and no water
· Mrs. Z never attended school and was illiterate. She was allowed to leave her compound once a week to clean her parents house, and her other trips were limited. When the Goods came to meet her, she complained of heart distress. She said she had lack of strength and complained of her heart pounding and her nerves shot – she said she felt like screaming.
· Mrs. Z took birth control to try and limit family size – but her symptoms worsened – her distress continued
· Medical semantics – a way that people give meaning to their disease
· Rather than just saying this woman has a nervous disorder, or this woman has anxiety – the Goods set out to try and understand what was going on
· Good came out with what he called a semantic illness network using the key words Mrs. Z used to describe her distress
· Thinking of Mrs. Z’s language

· Allan Young – Limits to SIN
· Tended to focus on individual symptoms rather than larger health issues

(3) Medicine as ideology (Taussig)
· More of a political economic analysis
· Medical values as ideology
· Example: look at standards for alcohol conception – mirrors the cultural values of inebriation
· Depo-Provera (1970s)
· Injectable birth control
· Got banned because it has a lot of side effects
· Got sold to women in third world countries as a solution to population control
· They were offered no informed consent and no other choices
· Ideology:  (fill in)
· Lynn Payer (1988)
· Asked British, Canadian and American medical specialists in genitourinary oncology how they personally would be treated if they had cancer
Two early orientations in the field of Medical Anthropology
· Biological
· Anthropology of disease (biological anthropology)
· Sociocultural
· Thinking about empiricist
· Two parts to socio cultural orientation
· Empiricist
· Medical sociology
· Non-empiricist
· Traditional anthropology
· Early explorers who went out to the colonies

Anthropology of Illness
· Understanding illness in order to improve disease outcomes
· Learn people’s explanatory models in order to cure them
· E.G. focus on why Chinese have a love affair with IV injections or IVs
· In other words it has a clinical outcome
· E.g. to reduce the use of IVs

Anthropology of Sickness
· Here thinking of the way that Allan Young uses it
· Social force and social relations permeate medical anthropology’s field
· Key concepts in the anthropology of illness, efficacy – cannot be understood without understanding larger systems

Sickness is a process for socializing disease and illness
· (1) Plural medical systems 
· Back pain = surgeon’s knife or chiropractor
· Who the diagnostician is depends on the treatment you can have
· (2) Physicians have right to diagnose, to translate signs and symptoms into illness
· Exception: work place diseases, legal liability
· Other examples of socializing disease and illness
· Child birth – age differences among cultures (Floyd-Davis)
· Menopause in Japan versus North America (Margaret Lock)

Allan Young rewrites and rethinks
· Disease = same
· Illness = same
· BUT sickness can no longer be a blanket term, now incorporates illness as a social process

Biomedicine’s Epistemology
· Biomedicine draws on a cosmology (a way of ordering the world) and has its own ontology
· It has its own epistemology (assumptions about knowledge and truth making)
· Has definitions about what is culture, truth making, personhood, culture, morality and religion

Two ways of understanding biomedicine
· According to medical anthropologist Deborah Gordon biomedicine does two interesting things among others:
· A) Absorbs folk traditions and vice versa
· Use of leaches in medicine
· B) Key – it has some very basic assumptions
· In thinking philosophically 
· Biomedical Knowledge
· Biomedicine has its own rational system, that is culturally and historically specific
· Ex: it is gendered
· Different interpretations 
· 4 different western countries treat differently
· In biomedicine the patient is our gaze, here we turn our gaze back on biomedicine

In Biomedicine Examined

She wrote that biomedicine draws on key philosophical concepts
· 1) the autonomy of nature
· 1) naturalism
· autonomy of nature over the supernatural
· 2) nature is autonomous from human consciousness
· reality exists, it is observable
· it is distinct from the observer
· distinguishes between signs (objective indicators of the patient’s disease) versus symptoms (bodily complaints and feelings of illness)
· 3) atomism
· the part is independent of the whole
· diseases have separate identities from their host
· opposite of Azande epistemology
· treat autonomous units of the body separately – ENT, gyno, etc
· 4) nature is separate from culture
· nature is characterized by a unitary ontology
· nature exists before culture
· in biology as in medicine, culture is approached … fill in
· 5) nature is separate from morality
· nature and naturalism is indifferent to good/evil
· disease processes are indifferent to values of the patient who experiences the illness
· now move to blame certain personality types for certain diseases such as smoking, drinking, environmental pollutants
· (6) nature is autonomous from society
· truth is considered separate from power (unlike Foucault)
· the natural is beyond sphere of social influence
· disease outcomes for different social classes seen as individual problems, not collective responsibilities
· (7) nature and truth are universal and separate from time and space
· The doctor tells the truth about disease a if there was only one truth
· Western science believes that time does not enter the equation – it is like a river that drags everything along

2) The autonomy of the individual
· (1) autonomy of naturalist rationality
· naturalist truth is not supernatural but rather a matter of truth
· fill in
· (2) autonomy of human beings
· everybody is a soverign individual
· human being is a single unit
· individual is prior to society and culture
· (3) autonomy of morality
· we defend the soveringty of the individual
· in bioethics – asked to sign advanced directive which allows the individual to decide how many extreme measures they are willing to take with their health
· naturalism is at the bedrock of morality

Caveat: Deborah Gordon argues that when we study biomedicine, we have to be careful no to blame biomedicine for its ills, to just reproduce its ideology – that it is autonomous from society
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