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The road to independence was truly an astonishing one for the Turks.  However, it wasn’t without complications. On the 10th of August 1920, fifteen months after the First World War had ended, the Treaty of Sevres was established between the Ottoman Empire and the Allies. Nearly three years later, the treaty was annulled and on the 24th of July 1923, the Treaty of Lausanne was put in place as a result of the new Nationalist Turkish government under Mustafa Kemal. The Turks proved that they were still a force to be reckoned with, after their victories over the Greeks, French, and Armenians. With Kemal now leading, he was in position to demand a new treaty. The British had no choice but to come to new terms of agreements with the Turkish leader, otherwise face war with a significantly weakened British army. The possibility of a communist expansion was also not a risk worth taking.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the Allies first signed the Treaty of Sevres with the Sultan Mehmet VI, they thought they had everything figured out. The Allies were to partition the Middle East- the defeated Ottoman empire- between each other, expanding the French and British empires. The treaty was never ratified. They hadn’t foreseen the eventual overthrow, of the Sultan on the 1st of November 1922. The Nationalists were now in control. Kemal had never validated the treaty and was not planning to do so. “Kemal refused to sign the Treaty of Sèvres, which he viewed as unacceptable with regards to its terms that directly impacted Turkey.”[footnoteRef:1] Once the Turks were able to defeat the Greeks in the Greco-Turkish War, the British saw them as a reemerging threat. Not only were the nationalists now a threat, but they were also in position to demand the negotiation of a new treaty. With Kemal’s advancing troops, showing no sign of slowing down and headed to Istanbul, it was crucial that a truce was arranged. The British army had suffered many casualties after World War I, “it is estimated at about 44%.”[footnoteRef:2]Thus, they could not afford to lose any more men, nor should they go deeper into debt with the cost of yet another war.  [1:  Trueman, Chris “The treaty of Sevres” http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/treaty_of_sevres.htm. n.p. n.d.]  [2:  Wilde, Robert “Casualties of World War” http://europeanhistory.about.com/cs/worldwar1/a/blww1casualties.htm. About.com n.d.] 

The British, also feared the expansion of communism. The Soviets and the Turks had signed the Moscow Treaty on the 16th of March 1921.”The Treaty of Moscow or Treaty of Brotherhood was a friendship treaty between the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (TBMM) under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and Bolshevist Russia under the leadership of Vladimir Lenin.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ^ Документы внешней политики СССР. Moscow, 1959, Vol. III, pp. 597-604.] 

	Finally, the British and the Nationalists Turks declared a truce. Along with the rest of the Allies, including Russia this time, The Treaty of Lausanne was agreed upon and ratified by Kemal’s government. We can conclude, that it was in the Allies best interest to compose a new treaty and annul the Treaty of Sevres. There was too much risk involved in trying to obtain the Middle East by force. The Allies had just made it through the First World War, which had cost them an all time high of casualties as well as a massive sum of accumulated debt. It was best to negotiate with Mustafa Kemal, and potentially avoid the expansion of communist governments throughout the Middle East. Shortly after the Treaty of Lausanne had been validated and recognized, a new independent Turkey would be formed, seeing Mustafa Kemal, as it’s first president on The 29th of October the same year. Had the Nationalists been a weaker opponent, it might have been a different story altogether.
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