Songs

Claude Debussy - Nocturnes, no. 1, Nuages (clouds)

Genre: Symphonic Poem
Form: approximately A B A’ form
Style: Impressionism
Texture: Polyphony
Ensemble: Orchestra – English horn, clarinets, bassoons, drums, flute, timpani, cellos, French horn, viola, harp, violin
	
Igor Stravinsky -The Rite of Spring, Pt. 1, Intro & first three dances

Genre: Ballet Score
Form: Block form
Texture: Polyphony
Ensemble: Bassoon at top of normal register and other woodwinds
	
Arnold Schoenberg - Pierrot lunaire, no. 8, “Die Nacht”

Genre: Song Cycle
Form: Passacaglia
Texture: Polyphony
Ensemble: Voice (soprano), piano, bass clarinet, cello
- Sprechstimme singing style

Arnold Schoenberg -	Pierrot lunaire no. 18 “Der Mondfleck”

Genre: Song Cycle
Form: ??
Style: Expressionism
Texture: Polyphony
Ensemble: Voice (soprano), piano, piccolo, clarinet, violin, cello
- Sprechstimme singing style
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Alban Berg - Wozzeck, Act III, scenes iii & iv

Genre: Wagnerian Opera
Form: Theme and variations??
Texture: Polyphony
Ensemble: Piano & Voice – orchestra
- first conceived during WWI
- leitmotivs
- no arias	






Charles Ives - Orchestral set No. 2, 2nd movement, “the Rockstrewn Hills”

Genre: Symphony
Form: Scherzo
Texture: Polyphony
Ensemble: Orchestra

Béla Bartôk - Music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta, 2nd movement, Allegro

Genre: Informal Symphony
Form: Sonata Form 
Texture: imitative polyphony
Ensemble: Small orchestra – piano, harp, celesta, timpani, percussion














































Terms List

Impressionism in painting: French movement by painters who tried to capture fleeting image of subject through innovative use of light, colour & perspective; demonstrates fascination for continuous change in appearance; Monet & Renoir were impressionist painters

Impressionism in Music:
Symbolism: late 19th-century movement in art that sought to express mystical or abstract ideas through symbolic use of images 	

Symbolist poetry: literature that was contemporary with impressionism focusing strongly on pleasant& evocative sounds of words in combination; metaphorically & symbolically rich in meaning but meaning often ambiguous & open to multiple interpretations 	

Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
- Most important French composer of early 20th century o	very important innovator                         - Entered Paris Conservatory at age of 11 
-Influenced by performances of Wagner’s music dramas 
- Biggest innovation: harmonic language

Nocturne: “night piece”; title for romantic miniature compositions for piano 	

Tone poem/symphonic poem: a piece of orchestral program music in one long movement 	

Ternary form: a musical form having 3 different sections in which the last section repeats the first (ABA) 

Pentatonic scale: 5 pitch scale; adds exotic (non-tonal) sound to piece; found in music of exotic cultures; played on the black notes of a keyboard 

Whole tone scale: A scale comprising only six notes o the octave, each a whole tone apart 

Pedal tone/pedal point: long held notes, normally in the bass, that sound against changing harmonies in the upper parts 

Avant garde: in the most advanced style; often questions fundamental assumptions; can be very challenging for performers & audiences; point of work can be to pose questions never asked before 

World War I took place from 1914-1918 

World War II took place from 1939-1945 

Modernism: style in music that aims to break with classical & traditional forms 

Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971)
- Russian composer, became famous in Paris just after WWI for ballet scores 
- One of the 2 or 3 most important/influential composers of Western art music                                - Commissioned by Diaghilev to write 3 important ballets for Ballet Ruse 
- Sought refuge in Switzerland at beginning of WWI & moved back to France until start of WWII 
- International celebrity in 1920s & 30s travelling Europe & USA

Exoticism: the condition of being foreign, striking or unusual, using foreign influence

Primitivism: a subcategory of exoticism; artistic style & movement that imitated & emulated artworks of non-European cultures (Escapist fantasy + rejection of European culture)

Paul Gauguin (1848-1903) is an important representative of primitivism in visual arts
became fascinated with people/culture of South Pacific, abandoned homeland & settled in
Tahiti 

Rite of Spring: Russian ballet first performed in Paris, 1913 to shocked & scandalized audience (most accustomed to refined grace & exotic music of French, late romantic ballet) 
- Premiere resulted in very famous riot
- Riot was not just about music; some would go to concert with intent to cause problems due to political culture at time

Ballet score: a musical composition written or used for the classical dance form 

Block form: abrupt juxtapositions (positioning close together) of differing musical styles, purposefully suggest as “crude” craftsmanship

Polyrhythm: Utilization of two separate rhythms in conjunction with each other

Polytonal: simultaneous juxtaposition of 2 or more different key areas in different parts of the orchestra

Dissonance: intervals or chords that sound relatively tense and unstable 

Consonance: intervals or chords that sound relatively stable and free of tension 

Commission: sum of money paid to an artist in advance to facilitate the creation of a new work for a specific ensemble, performance, occasion, etc. 

Pizzicato: plucking the strings of a string instruments; are left with percussive sound 

Extended techniques: exploration of new uses for traditional, “art-music” instruments Neoclassicism: when composers make an intentional style reference to a previous time or period 

Sprechstimme: speech voice; vocalist uses timbre of regular speech but follows melodic contour & rhythm notate in music to create eerie effect 

Atonal music/atonality/harmonic language: music that does not have a tonic key/central pitch 


Expressionism: style of art that often stresses intense, subjective emotion, isolation, madness or some intense psychological state 
- Painters: Edvard Munch; Ernst Ludwig Kirchner 

Musical Expressionism:

Second Viennese School: group of expressionist composers who worked for each other; closely associated but developed different compositional styles
- Anton Webern (1883-1945) (more abstract)
- Alan Berg (1885-1935) (More romantic)
- Composed Wozzeck : first & most famous opera based on German playwright Georg Buchner’s Woyzeck (incomplete due to death)  reworked 27 scenes of play into 3 librettos with 5 scenes each
- Arnold Schoenberg (1874-1951) (middle of abstract & romantic music)
- One of the 2 most important composers of 20th century
- Influential teacher, author and innovator 
- Early successful works late-romantic style
- Abandoned tonality around 1908, and composed first works of atonal music 
- Music strongly rejected by contemporaries & critics in press 
-Taught at Prussian Academy of Arts in berlin until 1933, and quit before fired for being
Jewish; emigrated to USA

Canon: melody with one or more imitations of the melody are played after a given duration 

12 tone music/serial music/serialism: 1922 invention by Schoenberg to rid of atonal music, it has 2 rules:
1) musical pitches must be used in particular order
2) once used, no particular pitch may sound again until all 12 have been heard 

12 tone row/series: unifying musical idea of the work; each individual piece is based on particular and unique ordering of the row OR on one of the 3 acceptable permutations 

There are (4) forms of the tone row:

1) Prime form: first melody of the trio in a minuet movement 

2) Retrograde form: the original (prime) form of the row backwards 

3) Inversion form: row form created by inverting every interval in prime form of the row 

4) Retrograde inversion form: the inverted row form, backwards
	
Charles Ives (1874-1954)
- American composer and organist 
- Made successful and lucrative career in insurance 
- Composed in spare time: not a professional composer 
- Early attempts at performance and publishing failed: eventually self-published 
- Gave up composing in 1920 due to discouragement and illness 
- Returned and revised previous works 
- Won Pulitzer Prize in 1947 for third Symphony composed in 1904 
- Social & political critic. wrote music that reflected his views

Orchestral set: name of 2 orchestra works by Ives, usually known as Three Places in New England 

Reception history: history of meanings imputed to historical events 

Historiography: the study of history and how it is perceived 

Bela Bartok (1881-1945)
- Hungarian composer, pianist, professor & pioneering scholar of ethnic music 	
- Few works published before 1918 
- Did fieldwork in remote peasant villages of Austro-Hungarian empire, and compiled more than 10 000 folksongs 
- Renowned in Europe for ballet in 1917 
- Passionately anti-Nazi

Ethnomusicology: scientific study, collection & classification of music form non-Western cultures 

Nationalism: use of musical ideas/motifs that are identified with specific country, region or ethnicity 

Palindrome: word, phrase, number, etc. whose meaning may be interpreted the same way in either forward or reverse direction

Musical symmetry: patterned self-similarity; vague sense of beautiful & harmonious proportion and balance
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