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· Geography of Japan allowed for receptivity of continental influence (from China), without being overwhelmed by it
· 142,707 square miles 
· 4/5 of land too mountainous to inhabit
· warm climate – cultivation of rice = fairly large population
· mountains impeded transportation = settled areas isolated from each other = no centralized gov. (eventually overcome)
· 120 miles from continent
· Japanese is not related to Chinese
· Chinese is a Sinitic language, Japanese & Korean = agglutinative (formed with process of gluing words/elements together)
Verbs and adjectives highly inflected
Function of nouns indicated through postpositions (like prepositions except after noun and no noun can appear without one)
Sentences tend to be long and rambling, unlike Chinese
· Evidence of presence of man from very early, however not enough proof. Japan first populated by wives of migrants from Asia, 18,000-16,000 low sea levels formed land bridge from Japan to Korea
· Early occupation (preagricultural people)
· Mounds of shells found near shore are proof of presence/diet 
· Also hunted deer and wild pigs, as well as eating seeds/plants
· Jomon – first Neolithic culture
· Take name from Jomon (rope pattern) pottery found at sites
11,000 BC- 300 BC
· 11,000-3,500 = inhabited coast
· 3,500-2,000= shift to interior regions, more intense use of plants
· 2,000-300=great increase/improvement in fishing
many pottery vessels and totems found (first animals, then people figurines)
· After the Jomon came the Yayoi culture
· Very similar, seems like Yayoi emerged from Jomon
· However, Yayoi mastered pottery to a much greater degree
· Yayoi introduced wet-field rice cultivation from continental asia
· Bronze tools, coins, beads, and jewelery found – from continent
· Metal bells found as well, distinctly Japanese
· The Tomb Period (tumuli)
· Late Yayoi burial mounds indicate smooth transition
· Most magnificent tomb – “Emperor” Nitoku (reigned 395-427)
· Occupies 80 acres
· 2695 feet long
· popular, “keyhole” shape (others were often round or square, with or without moats)
· indicates ability to put a lot of people to work
· 
although tombs were built into the 7th century, period ended in middle of sixth century when Buddhism took hold in Japan
during this time, ample amount of evidence for presence of warriors who rode horses and wore armor
possibly bc potential invasion by Korea?
In Korea – from 4th century until 668 (when state of Silla unified Korea), 3 states dominated 
Oldest – Koguryo (state that defeated armies of Sui and therefore helped bring end ofhtat dynasty)
Paekche (in southwest), and Silla (in east) shared peninsula
Though some influence of China, not very much – even at the time Chinese civilization was in retreat
Southeast of Korean Peninsula – called Kaya by Koreans, Mimana by Japanese
Close relationship btwn this area and ppl living in SW Jpan – ending only in 562
Over next 200 years, a lot of Koreans came to Japan 
Brought potters wheel
This period known best for haniwa (Japanese clay sculpture)
Clay circles placed on the outsides of tombs
Included cylindrical representations of humans, hourses, boats, horses, other animals
No indication of sorrow, grief or pain – instead warm/joyous sculptures
Haniwa provide evidence for female shamans (v. impt in early Japanese culture)
Earliest accounts of Japan describe unmarried queen called Pimiko 
Ruled the country of Yamatai with her younger brother, lived in a palace, was buried in a great mound
In addition to archeological findings and accounts in Chinese texts, info about this period is found in the KOjiki (record of ancient matters) and the Nihon Shoki (chronicle of japan)

· Shinto Legends and Beliefs
· Later emperors claim as their ancestor the legendary Emperor Jimmu
· Attributed to founding the state of Japan in 660 BC
Creation myth about Izanagi and Izanami
Descended to earth, created islands of Japan as well as many deities
Izanami died after giving birth to god of fire
Izanagi followed her to underworld, driven away by rotting state of her body
Later when he purified himself in a stream, a series of deities were born
Amataseru (sun goddess) and susa-no-o (storm god) – most important
These two dieties produced third generation of gods
At one point, amataseru gets mad bc bother/husband destroyed all rice fields and defecated in her palace – retreats into a cave and refuses to reappear
Plunging whole world into darkness
Luckily they get her out
Susa-no-o is banished to Izumo, where he became progenitor of line of rulers who are always in conflict with sun goddesses descendants
Ninigri (grandson of amataseru) settled in northern Kyushu, bringing with him 3 sacred imperial regalia – the mirror (symbol of sun), the “herb-quelling great sword” (which susa-no-o had discovered in the body of giant 8 headed snake), and a jewel magatama
His grandson, in turn, fought his way successfully to yamoto
As emperor Jimmu, started imperial line
His descendants finally defeated rulers of Izumo and brought other parts of Japan under rule
Continued to allow worship at the great shrine at Izumo
Of the 3 regions in which these legends are set, Nothern Kyushu and Yamato have yielded abundant evidence for tomb 
culture, but none at Izumo
Nevertheless, shrine at Izumo considered second in holiness only to the Sun Godess herself at Ise
Shrine rebuilt every 20 years
However, certain essential features maintained
Pleasing simplicity of design, subtle use of natural materials (such as unpainted, undecorated wood, thatched roof) sensitive care for natural setting – just as much a part of the shrine as the building itself***
Closeness to nature is a part of early Japanese religious life, as expressed in the native animism later termed Shinto (way of the gods/ or spirits – Kami)
In the legendary beginning, even rocks and plants could move/speak
Even after mythical heroes put an end to these troublesome powers, kami continued to be identified with nature
Religion associated with the kami expressed a positive and optimistic attitude toward life (much like haniwa)
In it, defilements (physical not ethical) of life could be overcome through ritual purification
Explain importance always attached to the bath
Social Organization
During the tomb period, the elite was organized into lineage groups/clans called uji, the members of which traced their descent to a common ancestor, often a diety
The members of an uji shared in the worship of their kami, sanctioning and confirming their sense of solidarity
Each uji headed by a chief, who, as direct descendant of a diety, served as head priest and patriarchal ruler
Usually, all members lived in 1 geographic area, which they dominated with political/military power
Subject to the Uji elite were the commoners
Lived in villages, tilled the land, wove cloth, made pottery, brewed sake
Organized into occupational communities called be that were governed/protected by uji
At the bottom of social ladder – small class of household slaves

The Yamato State
Over time, some Uji became more powerful than others and were able to exercise control over lesser lineages
Bc of Japans mountainous geography, the process of creating a large state (without local power holders) was both slow and incomplete
Eventually, one lineage (descended from sun goddess) came to occupy a position of authority of the Yamato Plain, the most extensive agricultural region of western Japan
Acquired status through arms, as well as kinship ties and marriage alliances (facilitated with polygamy)
Enjoyed services of other Uji, which provided support through military/ritual means
Highly flexible political system, kept in balance by manipulation and force
Other Uji accepted primacy of sun lineage bc religious reason – natural for primacy to go to descendants of prime deity
Sun goddess looked after whole country, therefore so should the Yamato line
Gov. and Religion conceived as one
Same word – matsurigoto
During the 5th century, Yamato rulers increased in strength by subordinating the Uji chiefs to the ruling house
One technique was the assign them places in an official hierarchy and gradually turn them into great ministers of the state
Did not go unchallenged – as Yamato rulers gained strength, so did the outlying Uji
In the 6th century, this power threatened to get out of hand (however, didn’t)

Late Yamato (552-710)
New element – Buddhism
Most likely, Japan introduced to Buddhism before middle of 6th century,
But in 552 the king of Paekche in Korea is said to have commended the religion to the Japanese and sent them some Buddhist texts/statues
by that time, Buddhism was well established in Paekche, which hoped for Japanese help fighting Silla
introduction to Yamoto court set off bitter controversy
2 strong Uji oppsed the acceptance of what they considered a powerful new kami from abroad – the Nakatomi (served as Shinto ritualists) and the Mononobe (military responsibilities)
pro Buddhism – the Soga (come to prominence fairly late, but great influence bc intermarried sun lieage)
Yamato ruler Kimmei (r. 540-571) had many children by his Soga consort to perpetuate familys influence
Possibly effort to bolster/sanctify their power
Kimmei presented a Buddhist image to the Soga – made it their clan kami
Shortly after, epidemic broke out – blamed on new kami by Soga’s enemies (angry bc Buddhist intrusion)
Causes setback of Buddhism (image thrown into canal)
However, both recovered (clan/religion) and in 587 the Soga defeated the Mononobe in war
Victorious Soga leader – Umako – most powerful, but didn’t try to displace Yamato line
Instead, had nephew assume rulership, and then replaced him with a niece (Suiko (ruled 592-628)) when he was insufficiently pliable 
Actual government was conducted by regent, Prince Shotoku (Shotoku Taishi) – became one of Japan’s most revered figures
Part of his fame due to generous patronage of Buddhism – sponsored many temples (including famous Horyuji) and staffing them with clergy from Korea
Tried to restore a Japanese client state (Mimana) in Korea – no success
Opened direct relations with China, recently unified by the Sui
Direct contact with China increased Japanese receptivity to continental imports – new religious ideas, Chinese calendar, concepts of gov 
New court ranks introduced in 603 from China
Clear chinese influence in 17-point “constitution”, ascribed to Prince Shotoku in 604
First article – Confucian discourse on harmony
Second commanding reverence for the 3 treasures of Buddhism (Buddha, Law, the Order)
Affirmed the primacy of the sovereign and asserted the monopoly role of gov in collecting taxes
Purpose was to promulgate certain moral precepts that OUGHT to characterize the conduct of gov, NOT to organize a form of gov
Death of Prince Shotoku in 622 led to coup d’etat in 645
Led by an imperial prince and by the head of the Nakatomi (Soga opposition)
In 646 the new gov proclaimed the Taika (Great change) reforms
New system of provincial administration was announced
Plans made for an extensive system of roads and post stations
Private ownership of land was abolished, as well as Be
Rice fields allocated through chinese “equal field” model – redistributed by state each gen.
A new Tang-style tax system proclaimed
Census ordered
First census not taken until 670

The Nara Period (710-794)
Late Yamato period came to an end with establishment of capital at Nara (then called Heijo) 
Before 645 the capital changed with every ruler and consisted solely of the rulers palace (to ensure purity)
Changes in ruler/capital reflected shifting political realities as rival Uji maneuvered for power
Adoption of chinese gov institutions required more complex bureaucratic structure 
Moving capital got complicated – Fujiwara, served 3 emperors before move to Heijo
Heijo laid out as a miniature Changan (Chinese capital?)
Japanese ruler now claimed to be an emperor in chinese sense
Virtuous “son of heaven”
Ruled through divine mandate 
Unlike china, irrevocable 
Underlying this system of gov. was the Taiho code 
Implemented in 702
Extended work of Taika reforms
Bureaucratic structure of gov more closesly modeled after Tang
Country divided into 3 levels of administrative jurisdiction – provinces, districts, villages
Rice lands reorganized into square fields and redistributed every 6 years according to # of girls/boys over 5 in household
Taxes were to be collected in kind: grain, textiles, labor-service
Men liable to military conscription
Land allotment system not permitted to interfere with the wealth/status of aristocratic families or with the flourishing religious establishments (special privileges – immunity from taxes)
Gov. posts filled by persons of appropriate rank (rank is hereditary)
Smallpox epidemic of 735-737 put strain on new system
To recover from an epidemic that killed 30% of pop, gov, in 743, allowed newly opened rice paddies to be retained in perpetuity
In 745, resorted to tax farming to refill depleted provincial granaries

Nara Literary Culture
Indicative of Japans admiration of Tang China are the 7 missions of up to 500/600 men each sent to Changan between 701 and 777
Unlike the completely mythological Kojiki, the Nihon Shoki includes an account of 6th and 7th centuries – considered historical
The legends of both books organized in a way which bolsters claims of the imperial house to supernatural, as well as historical legitimization
Both works written in chinese script (only form of writing available in Japan during Nara period) 
However, Nihon shoki written in Chinese
Kojiki written in a very difficult mixed style that sometimes changes the meaning of chinese characters to represent Japanese words/sounds/ideas
2 famous collections of poetry from this period: 
Man’yoshu (collection of ten thousand leaves or of ten thousand generations)
Collection of 4,500 poems
Completed around middle of 8th century
Written in chinese symbols to transliterate spoken Japanese
Range widedly in form, authorship, subject
However, most common used poetic form is the tanka
30 syllables are arranged in 5 lines (5-7-5-7-7)
best poet – Kakinomoto Hitomaro

Kaifuso 
Completely around middle of 8th century
Essentially chinese poetry written by Japanese 
Superior literary merit

Early Japanese Buddhism and the Arts
Finest large surviving bronze sculpture of Nara period – triad in which the figure of the Healing Buddha (Yakushi) occupies the central place 
Housed in the “Temple of the Buddha of Healing” (Yakushiji)
In the temples, monks and nuns (under direction of abbott/abbess) read and copied scripture and performed various rites (incuding chanting of sutras)
Hoped to advance not only their own salvation, but also to contribute to the welfare of their patrons (frequently members of royal family)
Common practice for the emperor to encourage Buddhism and to endow Buddhist temples in an effort to obtain divine protection and acquire religious merit
In times of crisis, when the emperor was ill/in state of danger, men and women coerced into taking orders and entering monastery/nunnery – act of forced piety

Japanese Temples
Oldest surviving temple – Horyuji (near Nara)
Original structure, erected by Prince Shotoku, was rebuilt after fire in 670
Temple consists of a balanced pagoda and golden hall
Also found in temple: lecture hall, sutra repository, belfry, refectory, buildings to house monks
Major buildings stood on stone base and roofed with clay tile
As in china, heavy roofs supported by system of bracketing
Large exterior wooden units were painted red
Crosscut face of brackets, rafters etc painted yellow
Intervening spaces painted white
In their orientation, structure, and ornamentation  - basically continental buildings
Art inside basically continental too – work of chinese/Korean artists/craftsmen
2 most famous sculptures
one is a triad that looks like a bronze version of a Northern Wei stone sculpture
signed by artist whos grandfather came from china, dedicated to prince Shotoku
Kudara Kannon
Kudara is Paekche in Japanese – reminded of the Korean provenance of so much in Japanese Buddhism 
Sculpture of great elegance/graces
Figure of Maitreya – the Buddha of the future
Shared chinese/Korean history
Belongs to temple in Kyoto
Traced back to prince Shotoku
Earliest painting  found of the Tamamushi (Jade-beetle) shrine
Depicts an early incarnation of Sayamuni (Buddha) sacrificing himself to feed a starving mother tiger unable to feed her young
Linear progression of story throughout painting (top to bottom)
Spirit of tang architecture well illustrated by the Golden Hall of the Toshodaiji  (founded by Chinese monk Jianzhen)
Careful symmetry of proportions exemplified by the bays 
Central bay measures 16 shaku (about 25.29 cm)
Next bay on each side reduced to 15 shaku
Third set of bays measures 13 shaku
End bays measure 11 shaku
Result – handsome building with emphasis on center
In golden hall of Horyuji – altar is square, perfect for circumambulation
In toshodaiji – rectangular – give central Buddha more prominence
Main Buddha at Toshodaiji is Vairocana (cosmic Buddha of the Huayan sect, called Kegon in Japanese)
53 feet high, requiring over 1 million pounds of metal
final act – painting in of the pupils of the eyes by an Indian monk
highlight of great celebration, held in 752
10,000 monks presented with veggie feast
head temple of the land
Took Jianzhen 6 attempts to reach Japan 
Stopped previously by storms, pirates, shipwrecks, and chinese authorities
Blind by the time he reached Japan
His portrait is housed in at Toshodaiji
Constructed with dry lacquer technique (layers of cloth and lacquer layered, on wooden frame usually)
In 741, an edict was promulgated requiring that a Buddhist temple and pagoda be established in every province
Each was to have 20 monks, 10 nuns
However, cooperation of ancient Kami still considered vital as well
Construction of Buddha as sun god – “Sun Buddha” (Dainichi)
Shinto shrines protected Buddhist temples
Shosoin 
Originally part of Todaiji
Great repository of 8th century, secular art
Stands on pillars, built of logs
About 10,000 objects inside – weapons, books, mirrors, screens, silks, and objects of gold, pearl, lacquer, glass
Even goods from China, India, Persia, Greece, and Rome

The Move from Nara
Decision to abandon Nara often interpreted as a measure to counteract Buddhist political influence after notorious career of the priest Dokyo
Relationship with ex-empress Koken (r. 749-758), who resumed throne in 764 as Empress Shotoku until death in 770
Seduced, Empress housed priest in palace, bestowed on him the highest office of the state, and gave him a title used exclusively by abdicated emperors entering priesthook in 769
Dokyo overreached himself by trying for the throne
Encountered strong resistance, but protected while empress alive 
When she died, his enemies banished him
Move from Nara had more to do with the rivalry between competing royal lineages than with hostility to Buddhism
Even in the middle of the Nara period, Emperor Shomu ( r. 724-749) considered moving the capital
Nara abandoned by Emperor Kammu in 784
Moved to Heian (modern Kyoto) in 794
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The Mythology of Death 
And the Niiname-sai

Intro:
· In a hierarchical court society, the death of a high-ranking member affects the relative status of many others, this is called the “politics of death”
· This process was recounted in mythic narratives and was played out in human history
· Legitimating the imperial succession was one of the sociopolitical forces behind the compilation of the texts Kojiki, the Nihonshoki, and the Man’yoshu. The narratives often mirror the historical reality 
· Myths spoken of: Izanagi-Izanami myth & Susano-o myth
· Myths are filled with personal or factional elements, “Every telling of a myth participates in the historical process in a dialectical manner. By carefully noting the “mythical”, “historical” and “literary” traces of this dialectic in the texts, we can understand the world of the imperial court in early Japan and understand some of the events in history. Aka the full meaning of the poem is mostly in the “underlying and informing assumptions or common sense of the period that did not have to be verbalized”
The Image of Death in the Man’yoshu
· A proper understanding of the beliefs and practices (symbolic and ritual complexes) surrounding death is essential to understand the Japanese worldview and the imperial court
· Death is a common theme in this text, mostly poetry about specific deaths like of an elite or imperial family member, not death in general
· Nobility is said to go “beyond the clouds” or in the “high heavens” 
· The dead are sometime also said to have “concealed themselves” like hidden “behind five hundred folds of cloud” or “secluded himself in the rocks there” (quotes from poems). Also sometimes portrayed as sleeping
· Some verses have a horizontal cosmology: the dead are over the hills or whatever and some verses have vertical cosmology.
· The break between living and dead isn’t “immediate, complete and permanent”. Death is provisional and thus potentially reversible. People called back the spirits of the dead through tama-furi related rituals. Also practices like divination, oracles, possessions,
· The texts suggest the dead were often portrayed as having taken the form of birds. 
· The Myth of the Origin of Death (Izanami-Izanagi myth)
· Japanese developed a sense of pullution (kegare) and purity, so they practice a variety of ritual means of purification
· The mythic origin of purification is connected to the story of the first mythical death
· Story: heavenly kami commanded the two to complete and solidify the land. They make the earth by stirring this jeweled spear into the cosmogonic brine and some islands are formed through the salt on the spear. Then they “erect a heavenly pillar, which they circumambulate, leading to copulation and the birth of islands and then kami. Basically a shit load of kami are made through like everything: her feaces, urine, tears. The birth of one of the kami – the fire kami – set Izanami’s genitals of fire and she died. So the other guy Izamagi is so sad. Then he goes and visits her in the land of Yomi (land of the dead) and she says she can’t leave without getting permission of the kami of yomi because she “already ate the hearth of yomi” lol……so then she’s like wait outside but he’s impatient and walks inside, there he sees her dead gross body with maggots and runs away being chased by ugly women and the army of the underworld. So he pulls a huge boulder in front of the entrance and seals the final separation of himself and his spouse. This introduced death (mortality) into the human world.
· So it says “the finality of death is a result of the actions of the living”
· He comes back and needs to “purify himself” from all the ugly shit he had to see. Through this purification he makes a shit load more kami. So now kami are seen as coming from ritual actions. Of these come 3 children kamis Amaterasu, Tsuku-yomi, and Susano-o (important for other story)
· Death is not portrayed as wholly negative, it is more a transformation of matter where life comes from the death of something
· First mention of funeral ritual: he cries for her and hugs her
· The importance of women (he is pretty much left either unable to or unwilling to rule)
· Susano-o
· Izanagi removed his necklace, shaking the beads on the string so that they jingled, and, giving it to Amaterasu he entrusted her with her mission
· He gives a duty/thing to rule to each of the 3
· Susano-o can’t rule the land like he/she was supposed to because he’s busy crying for years about her dead mom. He’s all weeping and shit (excessively) wanting to go see his mom so then Izanagi expels him to the high heavens (to try out being up there, claims he doesn’t want to usurp amaterasu’s power)
· This myth is a paradigmatic model for succession disputes, he didn’t take up his newly assigned political role
· Idea that you have to accept death as final, excessive mourning will be psychologically and politically dangerous
· There’s also this side story about Amaterasu vs. Susano-o. He comes back to say bye and “take an oath with him after which they are both to bear children, the nature of which will determine the winner and prove or disprove his veracity” So yea I think they fuck and make babies and also kami. But Susano-o considers himself the winner. But the Kojiki myth and all of the Nihonshoki variants view Amaterasu as the rightful ruler – she is the ancest of the imperial family (the sun goddess).
· So she becomes the ruler pretty much and Susano-o does all these crazy things including 3 sins: he breaks down the ridges between rice paddies and covers up irrigation ditches, he defecates in the Hall of the First Fruits, and he drops a pony that he skinned backwards into a hole into the sacred weaving hall. 
· This havok he creates on the newly made world is parallel to the mess made when a ruler died and the power needs to be redistributed. He ultimately seeks the supreme ruler position and this is “a paradigm for symbolically meaningful acts in the imperial court following the death of a ruler”. Also refers to when there is a “illegitimate person in power”.  This use of a myth to inform the narrative structure and interpretive frame put on historical occurrences is one of the most common and significant historiographic techniques used in these texts. It is naïve to assume the myths are timelss because they are re-written/told with specific and intentional ways by conscious human agents in history.
· So he creates all this mess and she retrieves into a grotto (kinda like dying) and the word turns dark. To get her back, a bunch of kamis (including Ame-no-uzume which is kind of an important one cause she’s kinda a Shaman and a buch of other bullshit) trick her into coming out saying they have someone more supreme then her. 
· There’s many parallel between the two stories… “The Amaterasu-Susano-o myth then serves as the charter myth for the chinkon-sai or tama-furi rituals (of death) and the Izanami-Izanagi myth is the charter myth for the rituals fo final burial that confirm the death as permanent”

Vocab
· Niiname-sai ?? What is this lol
· kami
· Spirit (and beads): tama
· To visit/go into the mountains/imperial burial mounds: yamatazune
· Huge burial mounds: kofun
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Reading Notes: Kojiki
Chapter 1- The Five Separate Heavenly Deities Come Into Existence
The first three come into existence as single deities at the beginning of heaven and earth, their forms not yet visible
The second two come into being like reed shoots, also no form yet
Ch2- The Seven Generations of the Age of the Gods Come Into Existence
Seven more deities come into existence, some are each others spouses
These compose the Seven generations of the Age of the Gods
Ch3- Izanagi and Izanami are Commanded to Solidify the Land. They Create Onogoro Island.
Ch4- Izanagi and Izanami Marry and Bear Their First Offspring
These two deities descend from the heavens to Onogoro Island where they walk around a pillar in opposite directions and when they meet they have sex but since Izanami (the woman) spoke first before they fucked the baby ends up being a leech so they float it away in a boat made of reeds. 
Then they give birth to the island of Apa (but this is “not reckoned as one of their children”
Ch5- Izanagi and Izanami, Learning the Reason for Their Failure, Repeat the Marriage Ritual.
They decide to tell the heavenly deities that they had a leech baby bc the woman spoke first, so they tell them to try again and this time Izanagi speaks first.
Ch6- Izanagi and Izanami Give Birth to Numerous Islands
Ch7- Izanagi and Izanami Give Birth to Numerous Deities. Izanami Dies after Bearing the Fire-Deity
After they had finished bearing the land they go on to bear deities.
Sea deity, wind, river, tree, mountain, etc each has a deity.
When Izanami bears the fire deity her genitals burn and she dies, but her body turns into more deities.
Izanagi is very sad she died.
Ch8- Izanagi Kills the Fire-Deity. Various Deities Come Into Existence
Izanagi kills his child (the Fire deity) bc it killed his wife
All the fire deity’s parts become other deities.
Ch9- Izanagi visits Izanami in the Land of Yomi. Breaking the Taboo, He Looks Upon Her Corpse.
He goes to Yomi to get his wife back, and she says she’ll talk with the Gods of Yomi about letting her return, but she warns him not to look at her corpse. He can’t resist and it’s filled with rot and maggots.
Ch10- Izanagi Flees and Eludes His Pursuers. Izanagi and Izanami Break Their Troth.
Izanami is mad bc he shamed her by looking at her corpse, so she dispatches the “hags of Yomi” followed by the 8 thunder deities and a horde of warriors to pursue him but Izanagi attacks them with peaches and they flee.
Then Izanami comes after him and he rolls a huge boulder between them so they face each other from opposite sides of the boulder and she says she will strangle to death 1000 of the populace of Izanagi’s country each day, and he says he will build 1500 parturition huts and this is the reason why 1000 people inevitably die and 1500 people are inevitably born each day.
Ch11- Izanagi Purifies Himself, Giving Birth to Many Deities Including Ama-Terasu-opo-mi-kami and Susa-no-wo.
After his trip to the “horrible, unclean land” of Yomi, Izanagi purifies himself in a river, afterwards a bunch of new deities are born.
The first 12 are born from him taking off his clothes, the next 14 from him bathing and washing himself.
Ch12- Izanagi Entrusts Their Missions to the Three Noble Children
After bearing child after child he finally has three noble ones.
He tells the first one, Ama-Terasu-opo-mi-kami that she will rule Takama-no-para
The second one, Tuku-yomi-no-mikoto that he will rule the realms of the night
The third, Take-paya-susa-no-wo-no-mikoto that he will rule the ocean.
Ch13- Susa-No-Wo Disobeys His Devine Trist and is Expelled by Izanagi
Ch14- Susa-No-Wo Ascends to Take His Leave of Ama-Terasu-Opo-Mi-Kami
Ch15- Ama-Terasu-Opo-Mi-Ka and Susa-No-Wo Bear Offspring to Test the Sincerity of the Latter’s Motives. He Is Victorious.
Ch16- Susa-No-Wo Rages With Victory
In 13-16 the storm/ocean diety (Susa-No-Wo) is a bad deity because he just cries the whole time so Izanagi asks him what’s wrong and he says he doesn’t like earth he wants to go back to heaven, so Izanagi sends him there.
The Sun deity (Ama-Terasu) thinks Susa-No-Wo is there to usurp her power, but he promises its just bc he didn’t like earth, so to prove his loyalty they get marriedish (even though they’re siblings) and have lots of deity babies.
The deity babies that come directly from Susa turn out better than the ones that came from Ama so he thinks he’s better than her and starts to destroy her kingdom by shitting everywhere and terrorizing people
Ch17- Ama-Terasu Conceals Herself. The Other Deities Lure Her Out. Susa-No-Wo is Expelled.
Ama-Terasu is scared of Susa so she hides in a rock cave which makes the whole land dark bc she is the sun.
The other 800 deities lure her out by pretending there is a new deity who is more powerful than the sun and show her a mirror so she sees herself and thinks its this other deity so she comes out to inspect it and they shut the cave door behind her so she cant go back in.
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