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FEDERALIST PAPERS (1787)
I CONTEXT
founding of United States

 
”Publius” = Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, John Jay


(Madison became fourth President of United States, 1809-17)

1776 American independence from Britain


Colonies united by “Articles of Confederation”


 Insufficient unity, problems of divisiveness, local interests

1787 New union proposed, i.e. founding of U.S. 


Proposed constitution must be ratified by states


Madison & other Federalists support it: 
              write and circulate Federalist papers  

  
Their opponents, anti-Federalists,
         fear new centralized gov’t, too big & powerful

II GENERAL APPROACH 

Strong, central government (new union) best answer to factionalism. 


 factions = interest groups 


=persons, regions united by particular interest, vs. others 

III ARGUMENT
  - If liberty, then factions. Cannot, must not eliminate factions. 
       because people have different views, interests, including  property 

     So, how control factions? esp. majority faction.
If faction is minority, then problem not serious ; will be outvoted   [True?] 
Real problem in democracy (which authors call "republic", i.e., not monarchy) is majority: by votes it can win and disregard, oppress minority. 

SO: CONCERN IS LIKE-MINDED MAJORITY 
REMEDY:

1. Large republic: i.e., territory, population, various regions, etc.:


 Number of interests multiplied, power of any one diminished  

     neutralized by contending against many others

     ( =fight fire with fire: more factions is (part of) remedy to problem of factions) 


2. Representation not direct participation, i.e. not pure democracy:


    a. Views refined; passion & intensity of local level diffused

    b. Reps. must synthesize views of constituents; 
& seek to win over other reps.

        Representative bodies are “filters”

  
   



 3. Although republic is large, still: 


      Divided functions: executive, legislature, judiciary (as in Locke); 



checks & balances, & rights (Bill of Rights soon added)


so gov't is not(thankfully one seamless whole)
 
4. Federal system: 


besides central gov’t, separate lower-level jurisdictions, 



allows some regional autonomy, etc.
Federalist Number 78 [not required reading]
“the judiciary... will always be the least dangerous to the political rights of the Constitution; because it will always be least in a capacity to annoy or injure them.”

