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I. For each of the following, on the line provided, write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. This car is a Civic only if it’s a Honda. Hence, this car is not a Civic.

Implicit _____Premise______  

This car is not a Honda.
2. Almost all people from Ottawa enjoy skating on the canal, and Jennifer is from Ottawa.

Implicit ______Conclusion______  

Jenifer probably (or most likely or likely) enjoys skating on the canal.
3. Tom is a very successful salesperson, so he must be an outgoing person.

Implicit ____Premise________  

Very successful salespeople are outgoing people.
II. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. There are no enthymemes in any of these arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  

1. Since the 1950s thousands of people have reported seeing UFOs, so UFOs must exist, because that many people couldn’t be wrong. On account of this fact, it is possible that someday the earth may be taken over by aliens from space. (4)
Standard Form:

1. Since the 1950s thousands of people have reported seeing UFOs. 

2. Thousands of people or that many people couldn’t be wrong. 

3. UFOs must exist. 1, 2

4. It is possible that someday the earth may be taken over by aliens from space. 3
Diagram: 

1        2 

     ↓

     3        

     ↓

     4

2. Can you believe it? Not too long ago sun exposure used to be thought of as healthy! In fact, the bronze glow of a good tan was thought to be an indication of good health. Now we know that the opposite is the case. Sun exposure can cause premature aging of the skin. In addition, severe sunburns can increase the risk of skin cancer. (4)

1. Sun exposure can cause premature aging of the skin. 

2. Severe sunburns can increase the risk of skin cancer.
---------------------------------------------------------
3. The bronze glow of a good tan is not an indication of good health.
1    2

 \    /

   3

3. It is illegal to have a bear in our town. Therefore, you should get rid of your bear. Also, bears do not make good pets for the reason that they have a tendency to get violent with their owners.  Further, it takes a lot of money to keep a bear. (4)
1. It is illegal to have a bear in our town. 

2. Bears [they] have a tendency to get violent with their owners

3. Bears do not make good pets. 2

4. It takes a lot of money to keep a bear.

5. You should get rid of your bear.  1, 3, 4

1     2      4

 \    │      /   

  \    3     /

    \  |    /

       5

4. The time-consuming process known as “blind peer reviewing” isn’t perfect, of course, and it does not guarantee that academic and research publications are right in any simple sense. Nonetheless, the process matters a great deal, because it imposes agreed-upon standards of expression and evidence on authors and researchers, and it subjects the work of these individuals to public peer scrutiny. (4)
1. Blind peer reviewing [it] imposes agreed-upon standards of expression and evidence on authors and researchers.

2. Blind peer reviewing [it] subjects the work of these individuals to public peer scrutiny.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

3. The process of blind peer reviewing matters a great deal.
1    2

 \    /

   3

5. We shouldn’t pay Edward an allowance because he never does any work around the house, and he’ll probably just waste the money because he has no conception of the value of anything. (4)
1. Edward [he] never does any work around the house.
2. Edward [he] has no conception of the value of anything.

3. He’ll probably just waste the money. 2
4. We shouldn’t pay Edward an allowance 1, 3
1         2

 \        /   

  \     3

   \   /

     4 

6. In writing this letter to The Fulcrum my main point is this: We should stop giving University of Ottawa faculty members special parking places closest to the classroom buildings. After all, students deserve the special parking places closest to the classroom buildings, because they pay tuition. Also, University of Ottawa faculty members would benefit from the extra exercise they would get from walking farther to class. (4)
1. Students [they] pay tuition.
2. Students deserve the special parking places closest to the classroom buildings. 1
3. University of Ottawa faculty members would benefit from the extra exercise they would get from walking farther to class.
4. We should stop giving University of Ottawa faculty members special parking places closest to the classroom buildings. 2, 3
1         3

 \        /   

  2     /

    \  /

    4

7. As the saying goes, stealing from one’s friends is a terrible crime. If you can’t trust your friends, then who can you trust? Consider this following scenario involving three friends: Maggie, Jose, or Ling broke the window and stole the vase. Jose couldn’t have done it because he was studying in his room and was observed the whole time. Maggie couldn’t have done it because she was out of town at the time and has witnesses to prove it. So the thief had to be Ling. (4)
1. Maggie, Jose, or Ling broke the window and stole the vase.

2. Jose couldn’t have done it because he was studying in his room and was observed the whole time.

3. Maggie couldn’t have done it because she was out of town at the time and has witnesses to prove it.

----------------------------------------------------------------

4. The thief had to be Ling.

1  2  3

    ↓

    4

III. For each of the following: (1) identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. If the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. Each is worth 2 marks.

1. Here are some reasons you should stop smoking cigarettes: they are very bad for your health, they make your teeth yellow, and the second-hand smoke they produce affects and harms others.

Plausibility Argument: Successful for the reason that the three premises or confirming instances most certainly support the conclusion.
2. A recent random analysis carried out by the National Basketball Association on well over 68% of its players shows that 96% of these players are over six feet tall. Paul plays for the NBA team the Raptors. So we can conclude that it is quite probable that Paul is over six feet tall.

Statistical Syllogism: Successful for the reason that the sample was random, large, and carried out by a trustworthy source, and certainly supports the claim that Paul is probably over six feet tall.
3. A recent study that monitored the health of seven residents on the west coast of British Columbia over a period of three years found that two of these individuals had higher than average levels of toxins in their bodies. Therefore, it is probable that all residents on the west coast of British Columbia have higher than average levels of toxins in their bodies.

Inductive Generalization: Unsuccessful, as two individuals are too small for a sample to reach a generalization about all the residents on the west coast of British Columbia.
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