Lecture 9: Perseus, Heracles, and Theseus

The Homeric heroes are claimed by all of the Greek cities. All of Greek culture looks to them for a common heritage. 

The Iliad and the odyssey are a snap shot of a wider tradition. Greek story telling was comfortable with multiple versions of the same story. 

Jungian Archetypes

· The father: authority, stern, powerful
· The mother:  nurturing, comfort
· The child: longing for innocence, rebirth, salvation
· The wise old man: guidance, knowledge, wisdom
· The hero: champion, defender, rescuer
· The maiden: innocence, desire, purity
· The trickster: deceiver, liar, trouble maker

Jung determined certain patterns within the Greek stories. When he saw the certain characters that repeated across cultures and contexts (dreams and in stories), he began to wonder within the human subconscious, was there a certain set of symbols, patterns, and associations that belonged to all of us around the world? He identified a series of archetypes – primary/ruling type or example. 

The core archetypes revolve around the family unit. Various archetypes will interact with one another; example, the trickster might try to foil the hero. 

Understanding this grammar of symbolism and mythological helped him interpret what was going on in the minds of his patients. 

The Hero
This idea was developed by Joseph Campbell – the archetypal hero has unusual birth circumstances. At some point the hero leaves the family environment to go on some sort of a journey. The journey is inspired by some sort of traumatic event or mission that sends them out of the world of the known and into the world of the unknown and unfamiliar. Often, the hero has some sort of special weapon or ability that is used to achieve their quest. Almost always, the hero receives some sort of supernatural help. The hero has to prove himself - numerous times (trials). The journey that the hero embarks on involves some sort of flaw or wound/imperfection that needs to be resolved before the journey can be completed. This means reconciliation with an authority figure. Finally, when the hero dies, after completing the quest, the hero is rewarded spiritually 

Based off of this theory, Joseph Campbell was influenced by Jung and extended this methodology and approach to a whole series of extensive studies of world mythologies. 

The hero with a 1000 faces – same patterns, but manifested in innumerable variations in different world cultures. He was interested in the hero’s journey and he called this a universal monomyth – it is a pattern that is omnipresent in human cultures across time and geography. He is the product of a period of the 20th century where people in academic communities were open to master narratives and ideas that would unite cultures and traditions under broad rubrics. 

The Hero’s Journey
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He was interested in alchemy – a transformational process within the human psyche.  

Everyone of us goes thru this in a way – it is immortalized and mythicized in ancient cultures.  In spite of all of our scientific achievements in our ability to explain things rationally, myth still has a very significant attraction. 

Perseus
The story contains conventional saga/folk tale motives – the extraordinary circumstances of the hero’s birth, authority figure, supernatural assistance, etc. He faces a monstrous entity – one of his major challenges. 

Apollodorus provides a concise summary of the story of Perseus: the motif that the newborn child will kill their dad (the prediction of the oracle). The father created a chamber underneath the ground and was guarded by Danae and she was seduced. Danae’s father tries to confine her as a way to defy the oracle, the will of the God’s prevail. She is seduced by Zeus or Proetus and gives birth to Perseus. When he is born, they are cast away in the sea, one the father puts them in a box. The chest comes to an island and the boy and his mother are rescued. The mother was an object of affection, but no one could court her because Perseus was a full-grown man. Perseus was required to bring horses as wedding gifts – Perseus says that he would be able to bring the head of a Gorgon if he was told to.  Perseus consults 3 wise old women to see what he must do next. These women were sisters of the Gorgons – wise old women from the start. Perseus took their eye and tooth - he would give them up to the sisters if they told him where the nymphs were. He seeks a way to acquire some sort of special tools or weapons (he would receive them from the Nymphs) – flying sandals and a hat that makes him invisible. He eventually got all of the weapons/tools form the nymphs. He also got an adamantine sickle from Hermes to aid him. Medusa was one of the Gorgons – he needed to get her head. The Gorgons had snakes for hair and were terrifying – they turned people to stone whenever people looked at them. He killed the Gorgon by navigating thru the chamber with a bronze shield as a mirror and beheaded her.
He put the head in the sack – the Gorgons woke up, but they could not see him because of his invisibility cloak. 

Medusa
Hesiod – when Perseus cut her head off Khrysaor and the horse Pegasus came out of her. When Perseus enters the chamber of the Gorgons, this is the ‘belly of the whale’ – everything is on the line.

Heracles
He was a demi – God. He comes to be worshipped as a deity in his own right. His name ‘Hera’ is part of it. Any name ending in ‘cles’ meaning glory. ‘The glory of Hera.’

The 12 labors of Heracles – the Greek Heracles is a combination of various stories about a semi-divine strongman from Mediterranean cultures. He appears in a few different dramas – lesser-known work of Sophocles. He is very strong and he achieves his divine reward by his accomplishments (labors).
	
The 12 Labors: 
The Lion: killed the Niemen Lion. The skin was so tough and thick that no arrow could pierce it. He clubbed it with this giant stick and strangles it with his bare hands. He skins the lion and uses it as a coat.
The Hydra: Multi-headed beast; if you cut one of the heads off, the head would grow back. Heracles succeeded in slicing off all he heads quickly enough and cauterized the remaining stump so nothing could grow back.
The Hind: a deer protected by Artemis; had golden horns. He captured it after pursuing it and hunting it for a year. He has high endurance. 
The Boar: wild boar; Heracles succeeds in pursuing the boar up the mountain and into the snow and captured it in a net.
The Stables: King Augyus – large stable with 1000s of cows. The stables had not been clean, so he was told to clean them in a single day. HE cleaned it by bending the course of the rivers to sweep everything away.
The Birds: they lived around a lake; their claws and beaks were very sharp. People lived in fear of these birds. Heracles succeeds in scaring them and killing them with poison arrows that he made from the blood of the Hydra.
The Bull: in Crete and king Minos – the bull was very mad and breathed fire. Heracles succeeded in wrestling and subduing it. The king sets it free, and causes havoc later on.
The Horses: flesh-eating horses – Heracles succeeds in taming the horses
The Belt: queen of the Amazons’ belt – race of warrior women – Heracles must fetch the belt from the Queen of the Amazons 
The Cattle:  Geryon – winged monster with 3 human bodies – he has a herd of red cattle – there is a giant and a 2 headed dog protecting them. Heracles kills all three, and brings the cattle back to the people
The Apples: the apples of the Hisperedes – the nymphs, wood-dwelling spirits – grew golden apples and are protected by a dragon. Heracles finds a way to defeat the dragon and obtain the apples.
The Cerberus – Guardian of the underworld – three headed dog. He must capture him without the use of weapons. He must go back to the king who told Heracles to do these trials.

The interest of Heracles is wide spread - it is also found in various other cultures (Gandara, India). 

Once he completes all the tasks, he finally kills himself to release himself of the suffering. He is resurrected and  ascends up to Mt. Olympus, once Zeus claims that he has suffered enough.

He is the essence of suffering and redemption. 

Cult of Heracles
worshipped as a divine protector as human beings. Cult – not in the modern day version of it. It is a religious movement. 

There is the place of Kynosarges, which is sacred to Heracles. There are alters of Heracles as well. He functions as an intermediary between human beings and the Olympians.

Theseus and the Minotaur

He must defeat the Minotaur is a reference to king Minos, the king of Crete. As the dominant power in the Mediterranean, it is not surprising that this theme overshadows many stories. 

King Minos who had been waging war with the Athenians has defeated them and demands at 9-year intervals , they send 7 boys and 7 girls to be devoured by the Minotaur, that has inhabited the labyrinth. According to the myth, the labyrinth was created by Daedalus. 

Theseus ends up being as part of the 9-year intervals as a tribute to the Minotaur. Some stories say that he gave himself up voluntarily. 

The Daughter of Minos agrees to help in his quest. This is the outside assistance that the hero will achieve. She helps Perseus by telling him the way out of the maze. He eventually gets the blue prints, and kills the monster near the last part of the maze. He drew the thread after him, and made his way out to find his way out. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Originally, as a signal, if they survived, the sails would be changed to white. He forgot to do it because he was sad that Ariadne fell in love with Dionysus. The king sees the black sail, assuming they died, and he killed himself. Theseus eventually killed the sons of Pallas, and is  woven into the city of Athens, to which he rules. 
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