Lecture 8: The Iliad and the Odyssey

The Trojan Cycle
· Cypria: he cause of the war and the nine first years
· Iliad: 4 days in the last year of the War
· Aethiopis: Death of the Amazon Penthesileia, the Ethiopian Memnon, and the death of Achilles
· Little Iliad: Death of Paris Alexander, the Achaeans offer the wooden horse to the Trojans
· Iliupersis: the sack of Troy
· Nostoi: The return to Greece of several heroes
· Odyssey: The return to Ithaque of Ulysses, his adventures and the massacre of the suitors
· Telegnia: The search of Telegonos of his father, Ulysses and his parricide. 

Cypria: The Judgement of Paris
· the real reason why the Trojan war was fought
· Helen was the most beautiful woman in the world

Helen and Paris Alexander

Aethiopis: Achilles and Penthesileia Memnon and Eos

Greek Poetry: in the Greek world, many important texts were cmopoased in verses:
· theogonies
· legends
· the hymns for the Gods
· philosophical and scientific treatises
· the answers of the oracles, like the one of Delphi or Dodone 


The Homeric Problem

The Unitarians: those who think that the Iliad and the Odyssey are the work of a single author. The stylistic perfection does not allow us to spate the different parts; it must be regarded as whole

The Analysts: those who say that these books are the compilation of several minor works. There are structural differences, contradictions inside the poems that can be explained this way. Even the language is a compound; there are different Greek dialects in the two texts

The Neo-Analysts: there would have been one poet, a genius of his time who has drawn from a pre-existing epic tradition. 

Oral-Formulaic Poetry
The formulas are a stock of prepackaged but highly flexible words and phrases, sentences, and even complete scenes that the poet knew by heart and that he could sing whenever he wanted it because that fit at many places in the poetry pattern and rhythm and he can adapt it to whatever situation he desires. 

The Homeric Hero: Achilles and Odysseus

The Homeric Myth:
· in an oral society, the myth holds a great importance in the everyday lives of people
· it has a cognitive and social function

Functions of Myth
· cognitive functions: transmits knowledge, values, and traditions
· Emotional functions: pleasure and entertainment, a cure for the soul’s illness
· Social functions: rite, action and validation

The Homeric Hero
· from the Greek meaning master, noble, demigod, or deified mortal
· a Greek hero is not heroic in our modern sense
· he is a mortal man with exceptional qualities. 

Features of the Greek Hero
· exceptional physical abilities: strength, agility, etc
· Greek intelligence and cunning
· Physical beauty (a sign of excellence)
· Sometimes, a divine ascendance 

The Iliad and the Odyssey
· both myths have been attributed to the blind poet, Homer
· Homer is a legendary figure; some historians believe that there have been 2 Homers; one who wrote the Iliad and one who wrote the Odyssey.

The Homeric Tradition
· the stories of the Iliad and the Odyssey have been composed and written from myths originally transmitted from oral text
· Nestor’s Cup (732-720 BC) makes a reference to Nestor, a character from the Iliad. It is our first occurrence of Greek writing
· We believe the Iliad has been written for the first time between 750-725 and the Odyssey between 743-713 BC

Achilles
· hero of the Iliad
· son of a mortal king, and a nymph, Thestis, daughter of the Ocean
· Exceptional warrior, the best of the Achaeans
· Doomed to die if he kills Hector

Achilles in the Iliad
· Achilles is besieging the city of Troy with his people, the Achaeans
· Achilles retire from the battle because the kng of the Achaeans, Agamemnon, took his concubine and war bounty, Briseis, away from him. He considers himself dishonored
· Most of the Iliad recount the Achaeans’ pleas to convince Achilles to join the battle, because without him, they are losing. 

· Achilles dearest friend, Patroclus, is killed in battle, and this is when Achilles finally agrees to help the Acheans

· Achilles defeats the Trojan Hector and, to avenge Patroclus, keeps the body and drags it around in his chariot

· After many pleas from his mother from Priam, king of the Trojans, Achilles gives Hector’s body to the later

Achilles’ Learning
· the Iliad is a story of civic learning
· the hero, Achilles, though gifted with divine favor and superhuman skills, is selfish and proud; his honor has more importance to him and the victory (or defeat) of his people in battle
· with his death of his friend, Achilles learns duty and sacrifice; by killing Hector, he accepts his imminent death
· by giving back the body of Hector to Priam, Achilles learns compassion and humanity
· though he is a hero and a demi god, Achilles still has to become a man and a Greek citizen. 

Odysseus
· hero of the Odyssey, he plays a secondary role in the Iliad
· Mortal king of Ithaca, husband of Penelope and father of Telemachus
· Exceptional abilities, but best known for his wits and cunning
· He left Ithaca to fight the Trojan War 10 years ago. Under the protection of the goddess Athena, his son Telemachus is now 20 and departs to find him
· Odysseus has been held captive for 7 years by the nymph Calypso. When he escapers in a raft on the sea, Poseidon attempts to drown him, but Odysseus manages to swim to the island of Scherie
· Welcomed by the Paenicians, Odysseus tells his many adventures (his odyssey) 
· With the help of the Phaenicians and Athena who disguises him as a beggar. Odysseus returns to Ithaca, where he meets Telemachus
· Odysseus joins a context organized by his wife, Penelope, to determine which one of her suitors she is going to marry; the future husband has to be able to shoot using Odysseus’ bow (magical bow)
· Odysseus wins and kills the suitors; he reveals his identity to Penelope. 

The character of Odysseus
· he is a fully formed Greek citizen; he is a king, has a wife, a son and a court, which he seeks to see again, despite the temptations
· even if he posses extraordinary abilities, he is a mortal man. His only magical help comes from his protector, Athena and various other Gods. 
· He appears to others as a beggar, a king, and a God with the help of Athena. 
· His main trait is that he is cunning, intelligent, and wise; associated with Zeus
· He escapes many dangers using deception, in speech or disguise
· The Odyssey is a challenge to the will of a man, who wants to take back his place in society


The Gods in Homer
· the Homeric Gods are extremely present, bt they have a society of their own
· they don’t hesitate to take sides in the Trojan War, battling against each other, but interacting only with a couple of mortals. 
· His mother, Thetis, naturally favors Achilles while Odysseus is protected by Athena and hated by Poseidon. The Gods constantly intercede in mortal business. 
· The gods are supernatural helpers; stronger, faster, wiser, gifted with magic; they are not all powerful; they are capricious and unpredictable 
Achilles and Odysseus
· [bookmark: _GoBack]these characters are remarkable, because they are better than everyone else
· as heroes, they are role models for the Greek people; like Achilles or Odysseus, one should seek beauty, physical abilities, wisdom, and respect of his civic duties
· these summarize the values that have been transmitted for hundred years in Ancient Greece 
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