	Greek

Zeus
Hera (wife of Zeus)
Aphrodite
Apollo
Ares
Athena
Demeter; Mother Goddess 
Dionysus
Eros
Hades
Hephaestus
Hermes
Poseidon
	Roman

Jupiter
Juno
Venus
---
Mars
Minerva
Ceres
Bacchus
Cupid
Pluto
Vulcan
Mercury
Neptune
	Meaning

Sky/King
Marriage
Love/Sex
Son/Reason
War
Crafts
Fertility
Wine/Ecstasy/intoxication
Sexual Desire
Underworld
Blacksmith/Arts
Messenger
Sea


Lecture 2

Important Gods:


Myth – sacred story that tells a fundamental story about someone 

Some see ancient myths as pre-scientific ways of seeing natural phenomena.

Perspectives when Looking at Myths
We have to look at the society and history of time when looking at myths. We have to understand the myth based off of the assumptions of society. 

There are some aspects of Greek society that are different; things that need to be recognized
- Slavery; nobody questioned it; it was highly accepted in society and stories
- Gender/sexuality; status of women in Ancient Greece; women are typically marginalized – not given the same type of power as men. More recent studies paint a picture in which women were very involved in Greek religion; they had several festivals from which men were excluded; they did not have the right to vote, but no women anywhere had the right to vote at the time. 
- The issue of homosexuality in Ancient Greece; portrayed in the traditional stories.  This was a very typical part of ancient Greek society that was not questioned. 
- The theme of rape; a number of myths involve the abduction of individuals by the Gods/Goddesses. Hard to really tell what these stories actually represent; is it a representation of some sort of religious symbolism? Is it a love story, from a different set of assumptions? Is it a victimization/crime, as we would consider today?

The world of ancient Greece is something that is very foreign. We have to find ways to negotiate and find ways thru this world while keeping in mind the differences in it. 




Proto- Indo- European: the language that gave rise to all of these different dialects and language groupings. It implies if there is a common language, there had to have been some sort of common population.  People used to talk about the ancestors who spoke this original language (Aryans). Nazi – it was the belief that the Germans were derived from ancient pre-historic population that they believe were superior to other groups. Aryan means Nobel; it can be detected in the names of various countries (Eire – Ireland) (Iran – land of the Nobel). 

Neolithic – proto-indo-Europeans came from the Caspian Sea. Nobody knows why they migrated; there were probably several waves of migration.; very important movement of human populations that have enormous consequences later on. When they came from the North, they weren’t entering empty lands; there were already people there. 

These people had snow (had words for snow), animals, they have many references to water crossing (water navigation skills), they worshiped a sky God, their religion is polytheistic, they have strong traditions of epic poetry, they had a cast system (three fold division of society – warriors, priests, peasants) 

The earliest Greek-speaking people are part of this process of migration. They migrated and they came to dominate the central area of Europe.  Even though they left us a lot of literature, their pre-history is fuzzy at best. However, there is some relationship between the Homeric poems; they probably reflect a much earlier society. 

Greek peninsula was created/founded in the pre-stone-age time (Neolithic) 

There are a number of female idols that seemed to show the importance of fertility and motherhood. 

Minoan Civilization:  centered on the island of Crete.  They have legends of king Minos (wealthy ruler – associated with the Minotaur and labyrinth). It reached its peak between 1600-1400 BCE (The Bronze Age). The center of their history is Knosssus – the Minoans managed a Maritime empire. Excavations have shown a complex layout of buildings and architecture. Their religion was highly developed; we can only base it off their paintings – sacred bulls, snake goddess. Around 1400, their civilization collapses; fire is a possible cause, earthquake? Conquest? 

Mycenaean (1600 – 1100 BCE): represent a wave of migration of the proto-indians. They spoke a form of Greek, which were found on tablets (Linear B). They contain references to Zeus, Apollo, and Dionysus. They are called it because of their capital city (Mycenae). 

Troy VI: 6 layer strata represented in the Homeric poems.  

Hittites: accomplished at sea-fairing; construction a commercial empire. 

Their civilization suddenly collapses; some suggested it was a new wave of Indo Europeans (Dorians). Part of this collapse involves a loss of literacy – known as the first Dark Age of ancient Greece – no textual, only oral. 



Homer – 8th BCE – the Iron Age. The driving force behind the poems was an emergence of the ancient Greek alphabet.  It was an adaptation of the Phoenician alphabet; they used some of the signs to represent vowels. It was a fully phonetic alphabet. The Greeks revolutionized writing by incorporating a vowel system. 

Video:
Mycenaeans

- They were known for acts of piracy
-  They fought a war against Troy – Troy (ileus) was a Hellenistic city and was one of the biggest mysteries. 

9 layers – 9 different cities – the cycle of destruction and creation (they were layers that were found in the ruins of Troy) 

Creation and Crisis
Hesiod ca. 700 BCE – Cosmogony; generation or origin of the cosmos. Where does the universe come from; One of the earliest known Greek poets. 

Theogany: where do the Gods come from?  

Works and Days: he describes many things, such as every day topics; other things included the famous idea of the sequence of ages (Golden Age, Silver Age, etc). 

                             NIGHT (Upper Dark)    	   
 
    	OURANOS/SKY		

[OCEAN]	GAIA/EARTH	[OCEAN]

          TATARUS/ EBUS (HELL)     (Lower Dark)

The term for the world is Kosmos, which implies an arrangement/ordering. There is a sense of fitting together. 

A number of these creation stories have influenced each other; comparison between Genesis and various pieces of ancient Babylonian literature.  Greece and Rome had a privileged place as a greatly advanced culture from the world. 

M.L. West – one of the people who edited the theogany. His studies of Hesiod lead him to conclude that even the Greek stories have near Eastern parallels (The East Face of Helicon). It’s important to look at the parallels and influenced of these creation stories – how the symbols and motifs have travelled.  

The foundation of Greek cosmogony is jarring for its violence and its sequence of events. 
Hesiod starts with the muses (the female spirits that inspire artistic creation); he praises them. He acknowledges the major Olympians as well.

Look at the book for this shit

Chaos – darkness, infinite space, voids; it has to do with destruction (swallowing void). It is the first thing in existence. 

Earth appeared after the Chaos.  Tartarus soon followed (the underworld); Eros is the next thing that comes to be (he is the God of love); makes individuals weak due to love. Darkness (upper and lower) soon follows. You have the night sky (the outer dark) then the lower dark of the underworld. Earth bore the starry heavens to be equal to herself (Ouranos). Earth engages in self-creation. The heaven is used to cover the earth, to make it secure to the Gods. Then she created the long hills, mountains, the homes of the Gods, and the sea. The titans are created when earth and sky procreate; the ocean is also created. 

Kronos – the cutter, the leader of the Titans. 

Cyclopes – monsters of the ancient Greek world – they have craftwork, intelligent, and strength. 

Hundred Handers - the incestuous union between Earth and Sky produces some unsettling things.  Hated by their father; Ouranus hid them as soon as they were born. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gaia made grey adamant (indestructible) – created a sickle for the children and says that their father instigated their sex life.  Kronos took the sickle and castrated the father to end this.  The blood that was captured by the Earth resulted in the creation of the ‘Furies’ – Goddesses of anger and vengeance.  Aphrodite was created when the genitals of Ouranus was sent to the seas (she was created in the foam of the water). 

