Lecture 2
Sociology of Deviance 
Jan. 14th, 2014 

**Relativism: rule breaking 

2 Approaches to Labeling Theory

Positivism: positive in the sense of the use of scientific research. Application of the scientific method, means you can study, observe and analyze behavior. You can apply the behavior to understand behaviour/ why people behave the way they do in certain environments. It acknowledges that behavior is real. 
· Absolutism: its real, can study it, research it 
· Objectivism: deviance is an observable object, something you can study
· Determinism: talks about a causal effect – a causes b; smoking causes cancer – interested in knowing what causes the behavior

Constructionism: looks at behavior as being socially constructed. It’s a product of institution, society and places.  Defining deviant as being behaviors that differ from the social norm 
· Relativism – constructionism addresses the notion of relativism (a label).
· Subjectivism: is a personal existence – individual is the one that matters rather then a group 
· Voluntarism: the act itself is voluntary, you had choice/free will


[bookmark: _GoBack]Ways to Understand Deviant Behavior

Conformist: complies with all the rules - i.e. pay taxes on time every time, cut their grass all the time etc. according to Becker conformists are deviant because it’s not like people to obey rules 24/7 

Secret Deviant: they give the impression that they are normal/respectable but then they go home and behave deviantly – e.g. they go home and gamble. 

Falsely Accused Deviant: accused for something they didn’t do

Pure deviant: does not care what society thinks and emphasizes the behavior  - accepts deviant behavior, accepts who they are, and then challenges people for the way they are


Deviant Behavior has both Positive and Negative Impacts

Positive: 
· Innovative
· Social change
· Establishes boundaries and set limits – how far we can go in society and anyone that goes over that is deviant
· Reaffirms values 
· Maintains social rules
· Challenges existing rules


Negative
· Disruptive 
· Harmful
· Sends out wrong messages
· Creates a situation where people will be used as scapegoats 


There are far more acts of deviance then crimes
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