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· 
· Social Change
· Social Movements
· Social Justice 
· New Social Movements (NSM)
· Proactive and Reactive social movements
· Globalization
· Tactics of social movements
· Relative Deprivation
· Freeganism 


What is Social Change?
· “Significant alteration of social structure and cultural patterns through time” (From Charles L. Harper, 1993)
· Visible and sustained changes in behaviour patterns
· Ever present throughout history
· Necessary in any attempt to eliminate social inequality

Social Change: Struggle For Power
· Marx: proposed a recurring power struggle causing continual social change.
·  Marx saw a time when those who are oppressed by the rich minority will eventually rise up and challenge the rule of those in power. 
· “The End of History”: final stage of development

Social Movements
· A large number of people who organize to promote or resist social change
· A social movement is an organization that:
· Coordinates voluntary actions of non-elite members of society
· Offers a program for changing the distribution of social goods
· They create counter-ideologies that challenge the justice of the existing social system, and promote alternative values and goals
· At the heart of social movements lies a sense of injustice.
· There are proactive and reactive social movements.
Proactive social movement promotes social change.
Reactive social movement resists social change.

Social Justice
· The movement towards a socially just world
· Based on the concepts of human rights and equality
· Movement towards eliminating economic, cultural and social inequalities and oppression.
· Many, but not all, social movements are based on idea of social justice  

Why Do Social Movements Develop?
· Economic deprivation 
· Relative Deprivation Theory: SM may form when there is discrepancy between people’s lived experiences and what they think could realistically be achieved
· As a way of mobilizing group resources 
· when people have no institutionalized means of voicing their concerns
· when the state authorities repress their needs

Why Do People Join In?
· People feel isolated
· Social movements fill a void by offering people a sense of belonging 
· Commitment to social justice
· Ideological commitment to the movement. 
· Moral and ethical obligation to ‘do something’
· Needs not being meet
· Fear and frustration 

Five Stages in the Development of Social Movements
1. Initial unrest and agitation—many social movements die at this point
2. Resource mobilization—money raised to inform public of situation
3. Formal organization—division of labour
4. Institutionalization—developed a bureaucracy
5. Organizational decline and possible resurgence—day-to-day management dominate, possible desertion of supporters 

Historic Changes in Social Movements in the West
· Before the rise of nation-states: 
· Action poorly organized and sporadic; grievances local
· The rise of nation-states:
· Action organized and routinized
· Grievances stem from structural conditions
· The rise of NSMs:
· Concern with cultural recognition (not redistribution of goods)

Culture in Social Movements: Identity Based Approach
· The New Social Movements (NSM): focus on identity and civil society, not on the distribution of social goods
· Have goals based on universal values (not class interests)
· Are interested in participatory democracy
· Help to fill the void of an impersonal mass society
· Moral issues and ideological commitment 

New Social Movements
· Struggles for control over the production of meaning and the constitution of new collective identities
· Promotion of universal citizenship, or the extension of citizenship rights to all members of society 
· Members: well educated from cultural, social and educational fields
· Agendas beyond one issue
· Include people from multiple nations 

Global Social Movements
· Conditions:
· Grievances are framed as global
· Worldwide membership and organizational structure
· Access to international travel and communications allow  people to see the connection between apparently local problems and their global sources
· It is also allows people to act both locally and globally 

Tactic Choice
Depends on several factors:
1. Membership: backgrounds and numbers
2. The Publics: the audience
3. Relationship with Authorities

Mass Media
· The leaders of social movements try to manipulate the mass media in order to influence public opinion.
· Use of propaganda 
· Propaganda—the presentation of information in an attempt to influence people
· Act as gatekeepers 

Tactics
Various tactics: peaceful to violent
· 
· Boycotts
· Vigils
· Petitioning
· Establishing pressure groups, unions, and political parties
· Striking
· Demonstrating
· Protests
· Rioting
· Assassinations



