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Key Terms
· 
· Risk society
· Environmental Sociology
· Climate Change
· Sydney Tar Ponds
· Social Construction of Environmental problems
· Consumption
· Globalization
· Corporate Expansion
· Corporate Domination
· Hybridization
· Enoughism 
· Alternative Consumption


Consumption
· Many argue that our consumer culture has lead to many problems  including environmental, psychological, economic and social 
· One of the main contributors to environmental problems is consumption— particularly over-consumption

Environmental Sociology
· Sociology is interested in all levels of the environmental debate
· Debates over the existence and extent of environmental damage—i.e. climate change
· Who is recognized as an expert
· Responsibility for damage
· How to fix the problem
· Who and how to pay for it
· Social change required

Why Study Environmental Issues in Sociology?
· Human society is among the root causes of environmental problems
· Environmental problems are social constructions
· The decisions about solutions and about the distribution of costs associated with solutions are social
· Science and technology alone are not likely to solve environmental problems
· Sociological research can contribute to better understanding and to solutions for environmental problems

Climate Change: Human Factors
· Food Production—diet
· Population Growth 
· Industrialization



Social Construction of Environmental Problems
Environmental problems:
· Are created or socially constructed: 
· Those involved are policy-oriented scientists, the environmental movement, mass media, and respected organizations etc.
· Are contested and even unequivocally dismissed by opponents, such as industrialists, politicians, scientists, and right-wing organizations
· Controversy over global warming demonstrates environmental issues become social problems only when social, 
· political, and scientific circumstances allow them to 
· be defined as social problems
The Social Distribution of Environmental Risk
· When disaster strikes, economically and politically disadvantaged people suffer most because their circumstances render them most vulnerable
· The advantaged place the disadvantaged in vulnerable situations in order to avoid own risk 
· Environmental Racism - Tendency to heap environmental dangers on the disadvantaged and especially on members of disadvantaged racial minority groups 

The Canadian Case
· In addition to race, class also structures exposure to environmental risk in Canada:
· Large steel mill in Sydney, Nova Scotia, poured cancer-causing chemicals into “tar ponds,” situated on border of poorest section of Sydney
· Result: Sydney has highest rate of cancer of any city in Canada, while people in poorest neighborhood have highest cancer rate in city
· Clean-up of the site started in 2007 and was estimated to cost $400 million, paid for by the federal and provincial governments 

The Developing Countries
· Underprivileged face more environmental dangers than the privileged
· Several developing countries industrializing rapidly but cannot afford pollution control, so little anti-pollution regulations
· Lack of regulations draw multinational corporations to situate some of their operations in developing countries

Rich Countries (Global North)
· Overall, “rich” countries:
· Cause disproportionately large share of world’s environmental problems
· Enjoy disproportionate share of benefits of technology
· Live with fewer environmental problems than poorer countries


Globalization
· Referring to a diverse series of trends and forces
· Vast set of economic, political and social issues
· The tendency for businesses, technologies and political philosophies (e.g. democracy) to spread across the world
· Fully or partially ‘world-wide’ in scale and ramifications
· Process of interaction and integration among the people, companies, and governments of different nations
· Driven by international trade
· People are increasingly aware of living in a ‘global world’ 
· Growing awareness of global inequality and oppression

Fear of Globalization
· Comes from the fear of homogenization
· Belief that globalization will create a homogenised world culture which will get rid of difference
· Loss of economic security, national self-determination, cultural traditions
· Economic exploitation of workers

Integration of Economies
· Globalization is often used to mean economic processes
· The increasing reliance of economies on each other
· The opportunities to be able to buy and sell in any country in the world
· The opportunities for labour and capital to locate anywhere in the world
· The growth of global markets in finance

Corporate Domination
· Made possible by:
· 
· Technology
· Communication networks
· Internet access
· Growth of economic cooperation – trading blocs (EU, NAFTA, etc.)
· Collapse of ‘communism’
· Movement to free trade


· Key Issues:
· Damage to the environment?
· Exploitation of labour? 
· Monopoly power
· Economic degradation
· Damage to cultures



Corporate Expansion
· Multi-national or trans-national corporations (MNCs or TNCs) – businesses with a headquarters 
in one country but with business operations in a number of others.

Localised Consumption and Local Cultures
· Globalization doesn’t trump all, there is still room for cultural innovation and change.  
· Local cultures can:
· becomes marginalized;
· thrive locally;
· get appropriated and become mainstream;
· disappear;
· reappear

Hybridization
· The interweaving of previously separate—or relatively separate—cultural patterns, ideas, tastes, styles and attitudes 
· Specific ‘hybrid’ products can emerge in local contexts
· Generic ‘global culture’ itself can be seen as a hybridized coming together of relatively discrete cultural traditions
· ‘Traditional’ or ‘national’ food cultures are made up not just of local ingredients, but also those that have originated from other places have been adopted into the national food repertoire.

Solving Our Environmental Crisis
· A strictly competitive approach to dealing with environmental crisis (i.e., relying on market alone to solve our problems) now seems inadequate
· Instead, it appears we require more cooperation and self-sacrifice
· Will involve substantially reducing consumption, paying higher taxes for environmental cleanup and energy-efficient industrial processes, subsidizing developing countries to industrialize in environmentally friendly way, etc.

Freegans - people who employ alternative strategies for living based on limited participation in the conventional economy and minimal consumption of resources. Freegans embrace community, generosity, social concern, freedom, cooperation, and sharing in opposition to a society based on materialism, moral apathy, competition, conformity, and greed” (http://freegan.info/?page_id=8).

Enoughism - theory that there is a point where consumers possess everything they need, and by buying more it actually makes their life worse off. Enoughism emphasizes less spending and more restraint in buying behaviour of consumers. Unlike Consumerism which Mirriam-Webster defines as "the theory that an increasing consumption of goods is economically desirable", Enoughism is an antonym to consumerism”                     -  John Naish 


Alternative Consumption
· Used items can also be found for free or shared with others on websites like Freecycle and in the free section of Craigslists.
· “Really, Really Free Markets” and “Freemeets”: flea markets with free items. 
· Buy second-hand goods which reduces production and supports reusing and reducing what would have been wasted without providing any additional funds for new production 

Localised Consumption
· Buying locally produced goods, 
· Farmers’ markets and other localised spaces of interaction and consumption.  
· Or buying globally produced goods in a local setting. 
· 100 mile diet

Critical Mass
· Bicycling event typically held on the last Friday of every month in over 300 cities around the world. 
· Impossible to assign it any one specific goal. 
· Sometimes called an "organized coincidence”
· The "disorganized" nature of the event allows it to largely escape clampdown by authorities

Reclaim The Streets
· ‘Invasion' of a major roadway to stage a party
· Claim: by occupying the road they are in fact opening up public space

Protesting
· Recent Protests:
· 
· Egypt 2011
· Libya 2011
· Wisconsin 2011
· 
· G20 in Toronto 2010

Revolution
· Situation where society transforms the state: when large numbers of people take action together in an attempt (sometimes successful and sometimes not) to change the nature of the state
· Tunisia 
· Egypt 

Conclusion
· Environmental problems can be seen as social constructions, there are many material consequences of globalization and overconsumption
· Our physical environment is at risk
· Economically disadvantaged groups experience more environmental risks than economically advantaged groups
· In 21st century, sociology can play important role in evolution of human affairs
· Individuals, communities, governments and 
	corporations all have a stake in environmental preservation


