Canadian History-Dec. 5
· Promise of railway gave reassurance for single guys who were looking for a wife
· Numbers of first people were large in BC, they defended their interests strenuously
· Washington territory gold rush-local aboriginal population were worried about their fishing so they beheaded and threw the bodies in the lake, French saw and shot all the aboriginals in sight, miners and aboriginal ‘war’-pacified the situation 
· Chilcotin were a nomadic people, grew out of a road buildings party and the Chilcotin, 19 road builders were killed, they had small pox and they thought the only way to help themselves was to kill those who brought it
· Sufficient numbers who resisted encroachments of Europeans and Canadians who came here because of the gold rush
· The Metis-Louis Riel-most controversial person in Canadian history, 2 uprisings, father of Manitoba/Confederation, trader, murderer, how he incorporates in himself the tensions in Canadian history, French/English, east/west, catholic/protestant, aboriginal/white, 
· Manitoba-founded by Lord Selkirk, philanthropist, bought a share in Hudson bay company, extensive land grant, find a place of settlement for the Scottish, NW company wanted to convince the Metis they were the owners of the land, British government wanted the 2 companies to merge-which they did, surplus of workers in fur trade, settled down
· Riel was seen as an ambassador for the Metis 1/8 metis-7/8 French, fought between 2 worlds, 
· 1. Importance of religion in 19th century Canada, saw it as political, religious revolution-not just a political one, we can’t look at his political views the same way
· 2. Riel continues to mean different things to different people
· Riel was a religious visionary, save our country from a wicked government even if we have to take up arms, save our soul and try to live a holy life
· Exovedate-from the flock-religious reforms in the provisional government, there was a Pope, Catholic priests refused to be in the new metis religious thing and then Louis threw them in jail
· Plea of insanity at his trial, medical evidence was that he was capable of forming guilty intent so he was convicted, 
· Came from an extremely religious family, Bishop Tache-brought 3 young metis to a religious college-hoping they would become missionaries, Riel was the only one left standing, he was 13 when he left, he threw himself into religious studying which worried his family after his father died, he fell in love but the mom wouldn’t allow it, so he went to work in the States for a while, came back and then led the resistance, Riel negotiated the terms in which Manitoba came into confederation
· Tom Scott became obnoxious to Riel and his people, locked him up, didn’t work, eventually Riel condemned him to death, Orangemen of Ontario were convinced Riel was a murderer and they wanted Riel’s head
· Riel was a member of Parliament, he crossed the river into Ottawa and signed the register to escape Montreal, went back to States and in the states he began to have religious visions, these visions that the Metis were the chosen people of God, called himself David, and referred to his enemies as Goliath, he went to an asylum for 3 years, convinced people he was fine after, 1884 he began to hear the voice of God answering his prayers, Riel thought that the Northwest was the Metis land, 
· In the 1869 it was a resistance, not a rebellion, 1885 NW was part of Canada, new uprising was a rebellion against authority, railway was almost done so it was easier to bring people west
· Riel was tried under the statute of treasons and died by hanging at a Regina courthouse after the rebellion
· Macdonald-gift of clemency and how he didn’t use it for Riel was the biggest mistake he made, lost French Catholic votes 
· Theocracy, religious views weren’t just political
· This story about Riel’s visions is only one of many interpretations of Riel, not the most widely known, 
· After his hanging, press in French Canada treated him as a martyr, ignored the fact he was Metis, regarded him as a French hero, it’s what he represented that mattered to the French, Riel became little interest to westerners, brought protestant values, Catholic church didn’t promote his reputation, viewed Riel as a heretic, 
· George Stanley wrote a book about the birth of western Canada and that’s when people became interested in Riel, Riel was a leader of a resistance of a lower class against a better class, Morton wrote a book which argued that Manitoba was Canada in microcosm, Red River was a civilized community with a dual population-French Metis and English speaking Canadians, metis represented Canadians, they resisted the encroachment, 
· Morton puts Riel and the metis in a light that makes them part of the central themes of Canadian history, 1960s people became to accept that view, Riel was a defender of French language and culture, irony is that in the 1960s a lot of Quebecers were all for separatism and moving away from Riel’s view, turned interest inward, 
· Flanagan-that’s where we get the view stated above, had an agenda writing the book-was to take Riel down a peg to knock him of his heroic pedestal and think of him as a nut, started the Metis revolution,   
· People want him to be named a father of confederation, Coderre was in favour of a pardon and Godfrey (historian) didn’t want the pardon, Riel led a clear-cut rebellion against the government, he was a traitor and we shouldn’t try to rewrite history, Riel was not entirely innocent, overreacted, may have been guilty of judicial murder, 
· Metis people disagreed with the issue too, Chartier-president of Metis council-accepting a pardon meant that Riel was guilty in the first place-they didn’t want to accept that, execution was judicial murder, memory would be better if they solved the problems that Riel was fighting for, not going to end anytime soon, 
· Fundamental tensions-Riel stands for them, emotionally attached to these issues, 


EXAM REVIEW
· Wed 21 Fieldhouse at 7pm
· Won’t take 3 hours
· 2 kinds of questions-1. Identify questions-state the historical significance within the course, things or people, events/places/ideas/concepts, Mercantilism, identify them then state the significance in terms of what we’ve done in the course, based on lectures and discussion groups and the readings from all, answers will be shorter, list of things to choose from, pick 3, 6 or 7 questions, 2 questions overall, 2 essay questions or one essay question and 3 identifiers, fullest answers, full of relevant supporting detail, 
· Essay questions-comparative questions, work really well for this course, compare and contrast, different experiences in colonies, contrast popular mythologies of what happened in the past one question on that, different views on a person/event, all but 1 or 2 are comparative, there’s a question about the discussion questions except for one, readings from term paper, may ask about one of the themes, he refers to author and/or topic, start studying from lecture notes, with the outlines, understand the main themes etc. Arguments or explanations that he goes on about, read through lecture notes as a whole, go through and underline
· 3 major themes we looked at. 1. Changes that arose as successive waves of arrivals came to Canada, waves swamp out the numbers of people who were here before, irradical shift in economy, political and social
· Drawing on genetic evidence that suggest the first nations people may not have been here first, study the Vikings, first wave of expansion for Europeans-why they didn’t succeed, new wave of European expansion across Atlantic, Christianizing impulse, exterminated some native peoples, died from diseases they weren’t immune to, how the aboriginal peoples came to be viewed as allies in the 1700s in the fur trade, how they were essential to trading, it was enshrined in the proclamation, strategies that the native people coped with the Europeans, expansion of New England compared to New France, set up New France for a fault, Britain treated the new French conquests-deported Acadians, British administrations wanted Germans and other Europeans to settle in Acadia, why did these northern colonies with heavy French populations stick with British, wave of refugees of Irish and Scottish, divide Nova Scotia in half, loyalists were a majority, more Americans flooded in looking for land, new wave of British and Irish onward overwhelmed the American settlers and brought diff political views, immigration was diminishing as all farm land had been taken up, Canadian colonialism in the west, resource frontier in BC, aboriginal population violently resisted  
· 2. Comparative study of the experiences and differences of diff colonies, 
· Maritimes were isolated from Upper and Lower Canada, Newfoundland-fishing, eastward for markets, denied standard form of government, PEI and Quebec with seigniorial land systems, similarities-Irish immigrants, Atlantic was Irish Catholics before famine, Ontario and new Brunswick had Irish protestant populations that had profound political implications, 
· Diff kinds of colonies, resource vs. settlement, NFL wasn’t a colony for a long time some colonies were more successful than others, what were colonies for? For judging if it was a success or failure, fishing on East Coast, fur trade inland, New Britain deported Acadians and granted French their own government, northern and southern colonies, loyalist in NB from loyalists in Ontario/upper Canada, politically=seriousness of rebellions in upper Canada, why they fought for responsible government, consequences were not what had been intended, interest for and against confederation, why were 2 island colonies were allowed to stay out   
· 3.  How popular perceptions of the past are often diff of academic historians, how historians put forward differing stories, influenced by time period or they though some factors were more influential than others
· Who were the first people and what happened to the people who seemed to be here earlier? Native peoples-victims? Ben Kirk and fisher that they were people who found a way to exercise some power in their own interest, own goals, how our image of the barbarians-navigation skill, skill in ship building/metal work/, bad press the loyalists have had, Irish immigrants-popular stereotypes-potato famine victims, 2 pattern of Irish immigration, shipping routes found in the Atlantic economy, reformers or the Tories, how the rebellions were a reaction to how the world operates, heroes the rebels turned out to be and how they are revered now,    
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