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Revision: 

What is the vernacular, and why is it the choice contextual style for studying language variation and change? 
 
Vernacular: Time of speech when speakers aren’t engaged in audio   monitoring (when you pay attention to what you say)

3 Main reasons: -optimal repository 
-Style that’s first acquired (usually through infancy) tends to be the    most stable throughout life
-Most systematic



Canadian French, American English etc.. What’s wrong with that?

	Gives the impression that these languages are homogenous 


What does the term structured heterogeneity mean?


Why is the term language problematic to define? 

-scandinavian languages case study (they all might seem similar but they aren’t) same with mandarin and kantanese (chinese languages) 

Difference between accent and dialect?

Accent: has to do with the pronounciation differences just at the fronological level

Dialect: The way something is pronounced and also vocab and grammatical differences



Bad Grammar: What is it?

Consider the following examples are they standard or non-standard English?

1. You ain’t seen nothing yet (non-standard)
2. She’s after selling the boat  (non-standard)
3. I’ve come for to mend the window (non-standard)
4. Was you in the pub last night? (non-standard)
5. Them ain’t no cattle. Geez, that’s ghosts. (non-standard)


-Some of these examples are socially stratified ^ which means you tend to find them more frequently in the speech of certain social groups.


-Human language is variable, and that variability is inherently rule-governed which means human languages exhibit orderly heterogeneity 

-According to linguist Jean Aitchinson, “ a linguist is interested in what is said, not what he/she thinks ought to be said.”

Linguists deal with descriptive grammars:

Descriptive linguistics: 

-The kinds of grammars that linguists are interested in describing include the (often unconscious) rules tthat generate the non-standard examples from English and French shown earlier

-They are interested in the rules and principles that underlie all varieties of a language

Grammar in the mind:
	
	Phonology  (sound patterns)
	Semantics
	Syntax (stringing words together to make sentences)
	Morphology

-Our mental grammars consist of an internalized set of rules

-In non-standard English, “I seen Dr. Who on the TV last night” is perfectly rule-governed

-But no native speaker of English would ever ordinarily produce a sentence such as “I Dr. Who on the TV last saw
	




Prescriptive ideologies: Where do they come from? 

-These ideas are part of normative or prescriptive ideologies that have evolved over centuries


What is standard language?

-A standard language like standard English, French, Arabic, can be defined as a particular variety of a language which is promoted as the variety to be learnt in schools, used in writing, etc..

-The school is the primary social vector or the spread of ….

-The key features of a standard language are that it is: 
	
	Invariant:  ( standardization is all about suppressing variability)

	Immutable: (should not change)

-Once a particular variety is described in grammar books and dictionaries becomes revered as ‘the language as it should be’

-Standard languages are not ‘natural’ linguistic developments

-The are deliberately engineered….

-he process of standardization is typically gradual

-historically, standard languages emerge as the result of a series of interlocking processes 


The emergence of standard languages:


S: election of a particular (written) variety
E: laboration of the variety so that it can be used in many different societal domains
C: odification in grammars and dictionaties 
A: cceptance by influential sectors of society 
G: eographical and social diffusion by means of a uniform writing system, the education system, etc.




So isn’t non-standard English simply bad grammar? 

	-No 

	-How can we tell..? 

-If we look into the history of the English language, we can see that some of the constructions considered to be ‘bad grammar’ or ‘incorrect’ are used by the most famous writers (eg. Shakespeare) 


Myths about Bad Grammar: 

Myth 1: Standard grammar is more logical than non-standard 

-Grammarians and school teachers are particularly keen to apply logic to demonstrate the supposed superiority of standard grammar

-For example double negatives (the theory that 2 negatives make a positive just like math) NO! 

FACT:

-Human language is not organized according to math or algebra therefore 2 negatives do NOT make a positive

-Many romance languages routinely use double negatives 

-What is a romance language?

Myth 2: Bad grammar is only used by lower class speakers

-It is true that non standard grammatical forms tend to show sharp social stratification 

-In other words, constructions of the type ‘I haven’t done nothing’ in English will be quantitively much more frequent in the speech of working class speakers than middle-class speakers 

-BUT that doesn’t mean middle class speakers don’t do the same

Myth 3: Non-standard language is the result of laziness and inarticulateness 

-Lets take the case of like, which is often claimed to occur in adolescent conversations

-Many popular reports treat LIKE as a sign of the deterioration of the English language

FACT: 

-like is like probably here to stay, like!

-Even in French like is equal to comme 

[bookmark: _GoBack]-The presence in a range of languages of words equivalent to like suggest that the word is functional
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