Psychopathy Ch 11
Psychopathy and Sexual Violence:
-Psychopathy is weakly associated with sexual offenses (especially pedophiles)
In a study of 60 rapists, psychopathy was related to:
                Number of previous offenses (not sexual number of sexual offences)
                Vindictive & opportunistic (taking advantage of someone)
                Offenders who commit sexual homicide score higher on psychopathy
-When psychopaths do commit sexual offences, they tend to have different patterns than sexual offences committed by other offenders
Sexual homicide—homicides with a sexual component
-Tend to be committed mostly by psychopaths
-Related to overkill, enjoyment from hurting victim
Sexual sadism—Sexually aroused by fantasies, urges, or acts of inflicting pain, suffering, or humiliation
-Enjoy actual homicide, get off on it, are more likely to engage in torture and application of excessive physical harm

Violence—psychopaths tend to commit a lot of crime (start offending early & have long-term careers), more engaged in violent crime, have some sort of external motivation
-When engaging in violent offences, do so in a predatory manner—aware of external motivations
Psychopaths make up a small proportion of the population but account for a large proportion of all crime committed 
Psychopaths:
Start their criminal careers younger 
Persist longer and commit a greater variety of crime
Engage in more violent crime 
More likely to reoffend
Psychopathic violence is more likely to be:
Predatory
Instrumental
Callous
Calculated
Not reactive in nature
Target strangers
Vindictive or opportunistic
-Psychopaths tend not to commit crimes of passion; tend to target strangers (whereas most offenders target people they know)
-More likely to have male victims, which is common to most other offenders


Motives for Murder (Woodworth & Porter)
135 Canadian murderers
Classified as:
Reactive
Instrumental
One person coded files
Another person assessed individual
-Studied Canadians who were incarcerated for a murder offence, found that most were very reactive and based on passion, others were instrumental (well-plotted w/a goal in mind)
-Also scored PCLR (most common way to diagnose psychopath)
-The higher the PCLR (30 above is considered high), the more instrumental the murder was
-Psychopaths need very different treatment than regular offenders receive; as it is, they are worse off after receiving treatment

Moral Dilemmas and Psychopaths (Bartels & Pizarro)
-Gave 14 moral vignettes to 208 undergraduates
-Response coded as utilitarian or deontological	
-Found that the non-psychopaths answered in more deontological ways (gut reaction, following moral code), while psychopaths are more utilitarian-thinking (rationally, thinking of the greater good)
-Individuals with psychopathic traits are more likely to endorse rational choices to moral dilemmas 
-In-line with research suggesting impairments in emotional reactions
-Could be adaptive in some situations (more rational, don’t let emotions get in the way)
Psychopaths in the Community
Psychopathy is rare in the community--Coid et al. (2009)
71% of the sample scored 0
1 person above the cut-off score

University students and subclinical psychopaths
-Students who scored higher on psychopathy were more likely to defraud the experimenter
-Students owning vicious dogs were more likely to report criminal behaviours
-Psychopathy predicted cheating on exams
Corporate psychopaths
-New area of research
-Most research on psychopaths has been with violent offenders
-Study of 203 corporate professionals
-Average score was 3.6
-5% scored at or above cut-off for psychopathy
When psychopaths go to work: a case of an industrial psychopath
-Very impressive in the interview
-Positive impression on people in the office
-Disruptive behaviours
-Appearance of doing more/better work than he actually was (got others do to his work for him)
-Psychopaths with greater authority make decisions to disadvantage/rob/cheat those below them who are of no use to them
-Not team players, bad managers, difficult behaviours within the work place
-Grandiose, know how to manipulate people, volatile, dismissive to those who have nothing to offer
-Anyone who is useful to him sees him as positive, anyone who doesn’t has a bad impression of him

Psychopathy and Law Enforcement
Psychopathic suspects are difficult to interrogate because they:
Try to outwit 	
Attempt to control the interrogation       
Will not be fooled by bluffs 
Enjoy being the focus of investigation
Attempt to shock
-Love outsmarting police officers, like shocking them, give graphic details about the crime, like media attention 

Psychopathy and Treatment
What do we treat?
If you don’t think anything is wrong with you or your behaviour, why would you want to change?
Not popular patients
-The major problem is convincing them that there is something wrong with them. They are good at learning what they are supposed to say, learn to sound emotional, good at achieving external goal (parole), because they are good at acting the part
Ex: of psychopath being released to the community only to reoffend: David Michael Kruger

Psychopathy and Treatment (Rice, Harris & Cromer)
Examined the effects of treatment with psychopaths
Violent recidivism rates were:
Untreated nonpsychopaths = 39%
Treated nonpsychopaths = 22%
Untreated psychopaths = 55%
Treated psychopaths = 77% -- Haven’t figured out what works yet?
-Those who received treatment were most likely to recommit because they learn how to manipulate
Finding the right treatment
Recent research more promising with psychopathic sex offenders
Psychopaths more likely to drop-out
Psychopaths who did complete treatment were less likely to reoffend than dropouts


Psychopathy in Youth
Several issues with labeling a youth as a psychopath
Are psychopathic traits in youth stable?
Are measures of psychopathy in youth assessing characteristics of adolescence?
-Age is contentious; the labelling of the term can be problematic
-2 major ways we screen for it: using the PCLR and adapting it for 2-17-y/olds (negative associations have bad effects on the individual), how stable are psychopathic traits at this young age?
-At ages 13-24, traits are moderately stable, but still some concern over changes taking place
-Some amount of rebellion and acting out is normal for teenagers

Damning Label: Potential Stigma 
“Juveniles who are branded as psychopaths are more likely to be viewed as incorrigible, less likely to receive rehabilitative dispositions, more likely to be transferred to the criminal justice system to be tried as adults an face the possibility of adult sanctions.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	~ Steinberg (2002)

Psychopathy in Youth
Are youth with psychopathic traits more responsive to intervention?
Some research to support those with high scores do more poorly
Others to support benefits of appropriate treatments
-Positives: intervening early is good because you catch psychopathy before it’s too late and the youth offends, they tend to do well in treatment at this age
-Getting support from psychiatric facility is more effective than in a correctional facility
Ex: Christopher Simmons (Roper v Simmons)
17-years-old
Argued adolescents had underdeveloped neurological systems 
Unconstitutional to impose capital punishment for crimes committed while under the age of 18
Life with no parole

Edens et al 
374 undergraduates in Texas
Read a newspaper article based on Simmons
Changed his age to 16-years-old
Prototypically psychopathic attributes
Non-psychopathic traits
-More people think that people with psychopathic traits should receive the death penalty; this is even without the term “psychopath” being used; just the traits themselves are enough
-If you ascribe no label or symptoms, they get the best, most fair sentence
-Traits have more of an effect than just the label; people don’t necessarily understand what the word “psychopath” entails
-We still use psychopath as a label in Canada (to say generally that the person is untreatable and unlikely to be rehabilitated)—when released, reoffend at a higher and quicker rate
-Psychopaths do not meet the insanity defence—it is a disorder, but they do know the difference between right and wrong

Victims of Psychopaths
University students videotaped walking
Self-reported history of victimization
Males rated them on vulnerability
Higher on psychopathic traits were more accurate at detecting vulnerability

Psychopaths who live among us:
Kirkman (2005) identified characteristics of nonincarcerated psychopaths in heterosexual relationships
Found that female partners were:
Talked into being victims
Lied to
Economically abused
Emotionally abused & psychologically tortured
Cheated on 
Physically & sexually abused
Isolated
Children mistreated 
Recruited based on character on Coronation Street
-Lots of infidelity, kept women isolated with no support or options, severe emotional abuse, controlling, stole from her, most lived off her, lie about any job, etc

Strategies for dealing w/a psychopath
Don’t jump to conclusions—need to have a whole cluster of behaviours, not just a couple
Remember: a psychopath has no conscience but you can’t tell from appearances.
Find a port in the storm.
Don’t be an easy mark.
-In order to gain a sense of an individual, need to talk to other people about them, psychopaths are very predatory and good at lying
