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Why community intervention?

What does community have to do with crime?

Intervention
· Conscious, planned, concerted action ->(focuses on) alleviate & eliminate social problems (actions that attempt to eliminate social problems which crime is one of)
· Actions can be Informal (not involving government rather involving citizens) /formal (involving normal interventions – police arrests, corrections at a community level – sentence to a community sentence)
· Actions can be Reactive (react to the crime – someone does the crime and theres measures to react to that crime) /proactive (preventing the crime)

Crime as social problem
· Universally relevant – affects all individuals 
· Potentially devastating 
· Affects social fabric – affects society 

Causes of Criminality 
· Parental criminality – if parents are criminal you will to 
· Opportunity 
· Poverty
· Stigma
· Poor choices
· Inequality
· Mental illness
· Racism
· Greed
· Unemployment
· Moral failing
· Lack of schooling
· Child abuse
· Deteriorated communities – how do communities perpetuate crime to occur

Community
· -geographical location
· -culture (shared set of beliefs)






Types of community
· Geographical?
· Interest?  - Internet communities (facebook)
· Attachment? –used to explain why people feel so attached to their geographical identity – it Is because they feel a sense of attachment to that identity/community. 
· Neighborhood = community 

“Community lost”
· Wellman(1979)
· Urbanization/industrialization -> decline in personal association (decline of community)
· This idea formed the basis of sociological criminology
· (1) community has been lost 

Types of community
· Toonies (1887) has a theory – individual  relationships and how they  chage. developed these terms to define individuals changing relationships within society in small communities
· Said people are leaving these ideal communities to go to the city, work in factories & work with 100’s of people they don’t know the start of industrialization.
· Gemeinschaft - Said these relationships are direct therefore they are more personal and significant, you rely on each other e.g. knowing the baker
· Gesellschaft – what’s the individuals relationship with status, particularly as society is changing. The idea that community is being lost, individuals will no longer be regulated by common values. This will lead to conflict

Chicago School
· Look at American cities & problems within them
· Take Durkheim’s ideas – society being organisms and think of cities this way
· A collection of communities that operate symbiotically  like an organism – e.g. if something changes in community A so it will in cell B, C, D 
· How the place affects the behavior of individuals

The concentric Zone model
1. Central  Business District 
2. Transitional Zone (recent immigrant groups, deteriorated housing, factories)
3. Working class (single family tenements)
4. Residential zone (single family home, yards/garages)
5. Commuter zone (suburbs)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Social Disorganization of communities
· Residential instability –people moving in & out
· Racial/ethnic heterogeneity –because so much heterogeneity people fear another & differences amongst each other 
· Poverty 




“Community lost”
*3 TYPES OF SOCIAL TIES
· Impersonal
· Transitory (fleeting)
· Segmented
· This is why we have crime

Community as Networks
· Social networks -> relationships -> ties (strong/weak)
· Builds sense of self – having a lot of strong coherent ties will help you feel better about yourself 
· Navigate demands of everyday

“Community Saved”
· Neighborhood systems of support and sociability persist
· Local identification
· Focus on ethnographic work or research of neighborhoods
· Big idea during the 50’s
· Engage in informal interventions to protect kids/members of neighborhood
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