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· 
· Formal learning
· Informal learning
· Information\knowledge society
· Manifest and  Latent functions
· Self-fulfilling prophecy
· Educational achievement 
· Educational attainment
· Hidden curriculum
· Streaming
· Access to education
· Institutional racism


Social Institutions
Social Institutions – are the ordered relationships that grow out of the values, norms, statuses, role and groups of society
· Social institutions respond to the basic need areas of society, which include:
· Family
· Educational institutions
· Economic institutions
· Religions
· Political institutions

Schooling and Childhood
Schooling helped to change the nature of childhood
· Greater age-segregation
· Reduced parental control over children
· Increased time in school
· Increased parental care because of less siblings
· Increased parental attachments

Philippe Ariès (1914-1984)
· Wrote: Centuries of Childhood (1960), on the history of childhood in medieval and early modern Europe
· First to open childhood to serious historical analysis for the first time
· Suggested that Premodern Europeans did not have a very distinct conception of childhood as a separate stage of life
Modern Childhood
· Began to emerge in the West in the 18th-19th centuries
· Involved three interrelated changes
1. The decision to limit family sizes
2. Reduction in infant death rate
3. Shift from work to school
Birth Rates
The decision to limit family sizes
· Combined with increasing urbanization and the shift from work to school
· Family sizes dropped to unprecedentedly low levels

Trends in Birth Rates
· This trend has continued with exception of the ‘Baby Boom’ (late 1940s-early 1960s)
· Continued a redefinition of age structures 
· Children declined rapidly as a percentage of the overall population in the industrial world, and the percentage of older people rose
Infant Mortality
Reduction in infant death rate
· Reduction from traditional levels of 30-50% morality rate for children under two.
· In the West birth rates declined first which encouraged more concern of the health of children.
· Other locations death rates dropped first which lead to a need to decrease birth rates.
Trends in Infant Mortality
· Continuation of the reductions in children’s death rates, particularly of course in infancy
· Industrial societies poured massive resources into keeping children alive.
· Social inequality showed clearly in these rates:
· The infant mortality rate for Aboriginal babies in Canada, the United States,  Australia and New Zealand is up to four times that of non-Aboriginal newborns
Schooling
Shift from school work to school
· In agrarian societies children began to contribute to the family economy young.
· Modern beliefs changed to think that young children should not work at all, but go to school
· Children changed from being economic assets to being economic liabilities. 
Alongside the Modern Motel
· Colonialism powers viewed native children as in need of ‘civilizing’ and implemented reforms
· Created a new category of children who were regarded and ‘managed’ differently
· Children’s labour became more intense 
Trends in Schooling
· School became a universal experience; school now equated with both childhood and adolescence
·  It extended later into adolescence and even what used to pass for young adulthood. 
· By 1960 the number of children not completing high school had dropped
·  Everywhere in the industrial world attendance at post-secondary schools exploded as well 

Importance of Education in Society
· Education is considered critical to economic development
· Knowledge or learning: society underscores this role of education
· Individuals expect education to provide them with a wide range of competencies, preparing them for changing and uncertain future 
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History of Mass Education
· 300 yrs ago: Most people were illiterate
· 100 yrs ago: Majority never attended school
· 1950: Only 10% of world’s countries had system of compulsory mass education
· Today: More than half in developing countries are illiterate, while in Canada, education is a way of life 
Changes in Education
· In 19th- and early 20th-century Canada, schools in smaller communities and rural areas remained uncertain and irregular:
· Pupil attendance was sporadic
· Lack of funds
· Inability to attract qualified teachers
· At the beginning of the 20th century, only three-fifths of pupils enrolled in public schools attended regularly
· Most left school by their early teens
· Unlike previous students, today's students:
· Are exposed to diverse subjects and projects to choose from
· Are personally, stylistically, and culturally varied
· Have access to extensive learning and community resources
Formal and Informal
· Education is formal learning in institutions that provide learning activities and credentials
· Informal learning: activities arranged and undertaken by individuals to acquire new knowledge
Rising Levels of Educational
· Amount of education that people receive has risen steadily, and trend expected to continue
Educational Achievement – is learning or skill that an individual acquires
· In principle it is what grades reflect
Educational Attainment – is number of years of schooling completed or, for higher levels, certificates and degrees earned

Education in the ‘Knowledge’ Society
· Education is central to the new economy 
· The new economy relies on rapidly changing information technologies and scientific advancements
· This demands that employees:
· Have capacities to employ new technologies 
· Have a capacity for lifelong learning 
· Can apply their knowledge to new situations
· Globalization and competition across national settings emphasize formal training and lifelong learning
· It is believed that education fosters:
· Economic growth
· Non-economic benefits (e.g., improved health, ability to use skills in all areas of life, intrinsic desire to learn)
· Education is treated as a commodity 
Theories of Education
· Structural functionalism
· Symbolic interactionism
· Conflict Theory
· Feminist Theories

Structural Functionalism
· In complex societies, education takes over functions previously fulfilled by family, community, and religious organization
· Education fulfills various functions:
· Cultural Innovation
· Socialization
· Social integration
· Social Placement
Manifest and Latent Functions
· Manifest Functions - intended
· Latent Functions - present but not visible

Criticisms of Structural Functionalism
· It assumes consensus about values taught, and legitimacy of credentials to determine entry into specialized labour force
· Overlooks how the classroom behaviour of teachers and students can vary from one stetting to another
· Does not address the problems of the education system and the ways in which it helps to reproduce inequalities 
Conflict Theory
· Education is a device for allocating individuals to unequal economic positions
· The benefits of education are unequally distributed and tend to favour reproduction of  existing stratification system
· The education system ensures that children will continue in rank or class similar to or identical to that of their parents
· Education system’s promise of equal opportunity is unrealistic, because of:
· Unequal access to schooling
· Unequal ability to influence educational policy
· Differential capacity to convert education into labour market and social advantage 
Symbolic Interactionism
· Examines education as a process composed of social relationships and negotiations among teachers, students, and parents
· Critique:
· Classroom dynamics cannot be understood without reference to broader social factors
Self-Fulfilling Prophecy
· That situations people define as real become real in their consequences
· People who expect others to act in certain ways often encourage that very behaviour
IQ Tests
· IQ tests actually measure acquired proficiency with a cultural system
· IQ test results reflect a combination of two factors: 
1. How effectively an individual absorbs what his or her environment offers
2. How closely his or her environment reflects what the test includes
· Most sociologists believe members of underprivileged groups tend to score low on IQ tests because they do not have training and cultural background needed to score high

Hidden Curriculum
· Unwritten understandings about order, discipline, power, and other aspects of social life
· Staying in school requires accepting terms of the hidden curriculum

Education and Institutional Racism
· Institutional racism refers to systematic practices that produces inequalities
· Institutional racism is a form of racism which is structured into political and social institutions. 
· It occurs when institutions discriminate either deliberately or indirectly, against certain groups of people to limit their rights
Educational Participants
· Sociologists are interested in the increasing diversity of students and teachers, and in the barriers and opportunities they encounter
· Canadians with Aboriginal backgrounds lag behind other Canadians in obtaining education
· Less than 4 in 10 had postsecondary credentials in 2001—15% fewer than proportion among all working-age Canadians
· Despite increase over five years from 1996 to 2001 in numbers of Aboriginal people with university qualifications, anything like equal participation remains long way off
Feminist Theories
· Traditional gender divisions and stereotypes are perpetuated by:
· Classroom activities
· Language
· Treatment by teachers
· Subject choice
· Educational participation rates and attainments of women in Canada now exceed those of men, except at the highest level
· Rising educational levels of women
· Do not translate fully into labour market positions and income
Current Research
· Critical pedagogy draws on conflict and feminist theories
· Focus: domination and power in schooling
· Bourdieu: education contributes to the transfer of power and privilege
· Educational procedures are advantageous for some groups, and not to others
· Groups compete for educational access and credentials
