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Key Terms


· 
· Family
· Nuclear family
· Extended family
· Modified extended family
· Kinship
· Marriage
· The Second Shift
· Functionalist theories
· Feminist theories
· Endogamy
· Exogamy



Family – a social institution found in all societies that unites people in co-operative groups to care for one another, including any children

Nuclear Family – a married heterosexual couple and their unmarried children
· Cooperating financially
· Sharing a common residence

Extended Family – a family in which relatives, such as grandparents, aunt, or uncles live in the same home as parents and their children
· Not as common in Canada today
· Remains important living arrangement as well as support groups

Modified Extended Family – relatives do not share a household but live close together and rely heavily on one another

Kinship – the state of being related
· Culturally learned and not totally determined by biological or marital ties (ex: adoption)
· Often come together infrequently
· Create obligations and responsibilities

Traditional Nuclear Family – heterosexual, married couple with child(ren)
· Mother stayed home and raised children
· Mother stayed home and raised children
· Father went out to work and earn the families income
· Think 1950s Leave it to Beaver

Functionalism and the Nuclear Ideal
· Provides social stability
· Functionalists argue nuclear family is ideally suited to meet what societies need to survive because it provides basis for five main functions:
1. Sexual Regulation
2. Economic Cooperation
3. Reproduction
4. Socialization
5. Emotional Support

Foraging Societies
· Nomadic groups of 100 or fewer people
· Gender division of labour exists among foragers but is not associated with large differences in power and authority
· Overall,  men have few if any privileges that women don’t also enjoy
· Relative gender equality is based on fact that women produce up to 80% of food
· Overall, recent research on foraging societies calls into question many of functionalists’ generalizations

Decline of the Nuclear Family
Nineteenth century characterized by the following:
· Slow rise in divorce rate (number of divorces that occur in a year for every 1000 people in population)
· Decrease in marriage rate (number of marriages that occur in a year for every 1000 people in population)
· Decline in total fertility rate (average number of children that would be born to a woman over her lifetime if she had the same number of children as women in each age cohort in given year)

Fear of the Decline
· The traditional nuclear family model is in decline
· Some people fear that this will have a negative impact on children and by extension society
· However, the family’s “function” is different in different times and places
· Our current understanding of ‘traditional families’ is not the only model that works
· We have idealized and romanticised this version of family life

Conflict Theories
· Rooted in Engel’s claim that traditional nuclear family emerged along with inequalities of wealth that subsequently gave rise to male sexual and economic dominance in traditional nuclear family
· Basis for transferring power, property, and privilege from one general to the next
· Class of parents influence on children’s socialization, experiences and the protection they receive
· Children ‘inherit’ privilege or less-than-privileged social economic status

Feminist Theories
· Reject of family’s naturalness
· Legitimized and perpetuated male dominance
· For feminists, only “genuine gender revolution” can alter this state of affairs
· Seeds of gender revolution in Canada and other industrialized countries began in 18th century but intensified in past 50 years with the following:
· Romantic love and happiness as bases for marriage
· Rising divorce rate
· Women’s increasing control over reproduction

Changes to Families and Childhood
Family responsibilities changed with changes to social organization and economic factors
· Education because the job of the State (formally schooling) becomes a necessity for many middle class families
· People getting married later or not getting married at all
· Having children later or not having children at all

What is a Child?
· The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child defines a child as “every human being below the age of 18 years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier”
· In Canada, the definition of a child is: a person who is less than eighteen years of age
· Also referred to as a “minor” or someone who has not ‘reached the age of majority’. In some Canadian provinces, this age is 19
· Is often assumed or taken for granted that there is a common definition of child

Traditional Marriage (mistaken assumption that love has been historical basis of marriage)
· Historically, marriages arranged by third parties who wished to maximize family’s prestige, economic benefits, and political advantages
· Love as important factor in chose of marriage partner first gained currency is 18th century England with rise of liberalism and individualism
· Today’s close connection between love and marriage emerged in early 20th century with rise of self-gratification promoted by Hollywood and advertising

Why Do People Get Together?
Three sets of social forces that influence mate selection:
1. Marriage resources (such as financial assets, status, values, tastes, and knowledge)
2. Third parties
3. Demographic and compositional factors
· Most people either have or will select partner of similar racial or ethnic background, age, and social class

Social Factors in Mater Selection
	Traditionally, Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, and Hindu religions have encouraged endogamy
· Endogamy – marrying within your own social group
· Exogamy – marrying outside your group

In the past, social pressures to marry endogamously were stronger than today
· Although interracial marriage has become more acceptable in Canada, overwhelming majority of Canadian couples - whether married or living common law, with or without children - are racially homogenous

Marital Satisfaction
Marital stability rooted more today in marital satisfaction than in usefulness of marriage
· Increase in importance of marital satisfaction connected to autonomy of women (now freer to leave unhappy marriages), which has increased because of: 

The Second Shift
The burden of housework falls disappropriately on women, working or not

Career Patterns: Out of Sync with Family Life
· Women who have children encounter substantial career disadvantages
· Equal opportunity for women in public sphere can conflict by gender-role differentiation and expectation within the family

Women do more unpaid labour than men
· Men and women`s unpaid domestic labour is divided along gender lines

Romantic Love
· Social product
· Socially constructed
Romance: pre-scripted – when we fall in love we do so through the forms available to us in the historical time and social location in which we live 

Discourse
· Social rules, practices, forms of knowledge that govern what is knowable, sayable and doable in any given context
· Romance = discourse consisting of a range of socially available meanings, rules and practices which in part govern how we think about, feel about and enact intimate and sexual relationships

Romance
Supports:
· Heteronormativity 
· Capitalism
· Patriarchy
· Reproduction
Same-Sex Marriages
· 2002 Ontario Supreme Court ruled that restricting marriage between people of the same sex was unconstitutional
· Legal in Canada since the Civil Marriage Act, 2005
· Still a great deal of opposition around the world to same-sex legal marriages

Capitalism
· Weddings as spectacle
· Billion dollar industry
· Supports the notion of accumulation (both in the wedding trappings and the gift registry)

Patriarchy
· “Enormous inequalities are overlooked when the promise of romance presents itself” (86).
· The ideology of romance prevents people from seeing the role of marriage in preserving heirs and protecting private property and insuring women’s continued consent of their exploitation

Opting Out
· “I'm shocked at how much fight it takes to avoid walking down the aisle of least resistance. There is no other personal issue, no other private choice, that I've experienced such public scrutiny on -- as if marriage were a college education, something proven to benefit those who participate (in fact, some studies indicate that women suffer a lower quality of life when married, while men are healthier and happier).  People seem to feel an urgent need to persuade me that I'm just repressing my "big day" dreams”(columnist Courtney E. Martin 2008).

Arranged Marriages
· Arranged marriages were common historically
· Marriages continue to be arranged in many places to:
· Enhance family resources, reputations and alliances
· Parents feel more qualified to choose their children’s partners
