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After thirty-two games around the world, The Olympics Games continue to be the leading international sporting event. This essay concerns the human rights associated with the upcoming winter games that will be held in Sochi, Russia. A mass controversy is stirring as a recent law issuing the “propaganda of non-traditional relationships to minors” (Human Rights Watch, 2013) defeats the Greek’s ultimate intention of the games, which is to unify countries across the world. On June 30, 2013, Vladimir Putin, President of Russia signed this law to “protect children from information harmful to their health and development.” (Human Rights Watch, 2013) disabling the support of freedom of expression in same sex relationships to minors. Subsequently debates erupted, even more so as this is the same country to host the Winter Olympic Games in 2014.
The carnages of the Second World War were what led to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the UN general assembly in December of 1948.  It introduces the “commitment of governments and their people’s measures by which they secure the universal and effective recognition of observance of the human rights set in the Declaration.” (un.org, 2013) With 416 different translations, the document is valued all across the globe. The rights are organized under four classifications: Civil, Economic, Political and Social. Some of the thirty basic human rights consist of: freedom of speech, equality, protection by law, and the right against slavery. (un.org, 2013) It has played a massive role for many individuals, included in life and death situations. To violate a human right means to refuse individuals of their essential, principle entitlements. (Maiese, 2003). It is illegal to invade on the rights of others, thus being said, Putin’s ban on expression of sexuality is imposing on right #19, freedom of expression. (un.org, 2013) Humans are entitled to express themselves in any form they desire and this is what makes up their identity, thus stripping away someone’s sense of self is considered as inhumane treatment. 
In late June, Putin signed a document that completely goes against Human Rights. It enforced the ban on promotion of non-traditional sexual relations. Meaning, demonstration of advertisement such as pride parades or any other presentation of this type of sexual orientation is forbidden. (The Moscow Times, 2013).  Gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender activists fear that this is only the beginning. It is apparent that this law is working towards preventing people from talking to minors about non-traditional sexual relations. A protest outside Moscow’s television tower was requested by an LGBTQ group, but was quickly denied by the major’s office. Article 6.21 of the Code of the Russian Federation on Administrative Offenses is what allows the government to fine individuals who violate this law.  The article exactly states: “Propaganda is the act of distributing information among minors that 1. Is aimed at creating nontraditional sexual attitudes, 2. Makes nontraditional sexual relations attractive, 3. Equates the social value of traditional and nontraditional sexual relations, or 4. Creates an interest in nontraditional sexual relations.” Citizens who ravage the regulations are charged 4000-5000 rubles. If the publicity is displayed on social networks, the fine can be up to 200,000 rubles. The alarming concern is that foreign citizens or stateless persons engaging in propaganda will also be subjected to these fines. (PolicyMic, 2013)
Non-traditional sexual orientation is a debatable topic just like world religions. Some people oppose to the views and beliefs of others simply because they see it as being different from what they know. Today, there exist many separate institutions in Canada. Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta divide their school system where minors are placed in schools that apply to their religion. In Canada there are two main districts, a Roman Catholic school board, and a public board, which is not exclusive to any type of belief. Although some of the students attending these do not need to be of Roman Catholic faith. It has even been found that some full-time employed teachers are non-Catholic and have been hired based on qualifications that do not include their religion. (Covert, 1993) On November 5, 1999 Canada was alleged violating the act of freedom of equality. (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1999) This movement, just like the new law enforced in Russia, is strictly pointed in the direction of minors. Influencing them from a young age about segregation from those who are different. Someone’s sexuality may be their sole way of expressing their individuality and children should instead be learning that accepting a variety of cultures, religions and sexualities is not, by any means, a bad thing. 
The legislation Putin signed tolerates the existence of gays and lesbians provided it is not seen in public. A study was done by the Levada Center; a Russian independent polling organization that found 80% of those surveyed said to not be acquainted with a single gay individual. “They are seen as alien people” said Alexander Smirnov, who recently lost his job at the Moscow major’s office after claiming he was gay. The exclusion is beginning to be disturbingly uncivilized, as a new trend has formed where people film gay men being tricked into meetings where they get humiliated, sometimes pouring urine on them. Another poll found that the number of Russians who have felt pressure and harassment doubled to 50% within the last year. Reporters are saying the police are dealing with protestors in a stern manner. One campaigner noticed Russian gays to have a sense of “disillusionment and depression”  (The Economist, 2013). What people have forgotten is that gay sex has been legalized in Russia since 1993. 
Nationally, the new legislation has caused many issues for Russia. Ever since the law has been enacted, there has been a major uproar of violence and homophobic behaviors (Lunh, 2013). Groups known as Occupy Gerontophilia, that focuses on gay adults and Occupy Paedophilia, focusing on gay adolescents have been established in attempt to “reform” homosexuals. “The latest laws against so-called gay propaganda, first in the regions and then on the federal level, have essentially legalized violence against LGBT people, because these groups of hooligans justify their actions with these laws. With this legislation, the government said that, yes, gays and lesbians are not valued as a social group” (Lunh, 2013). One website, containing over 170,000 subscribers had hundreds of shameful videos posted but was shut down due to invading the privacy of minors. In addition to the citizens of Russia, who have been extremely negative towards people of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender relationships are the authorities that have not been lenient on the situation either. They have taken it upon themselves to go to extreme measures to enforce the laws, and the authority have been violent towards the LGBTQ community, when dealing with acts of publicizing their sexual orientation.  Anton Krasovsky, Russian news anchor is another innocent victim who lost his job after opening up about his homosexuality. (Dailymail, 2013).  “We should help Russian gays, and educate straight Russians: They should be told that gays are neither brutes nor maniacs, but Olympic champions. There is hatred of gay people because of ignorance. Ignorant people should be taught.” He argues in an interview with CNN.
In response to the new frowned-upon Russian law, bars all around the world have stopped serving Russia’s famous brand, Stolichnaya and other Russia vodkas. This will continue until the persecution of gays and their allies comes to an end. Seattle nightclub R place spoke with reporters saying,  "Losing a little revenue pales in comparison to the suffering tied to discrimination, imprisonment, and even death."(CNN, 2013) Additionally, with over 60,000 likes, Facebook has an official page titled “Boycott Sochi Olympic Games 2014” where individuals voice their aversion and discuss the issue with the laws in Russia (CNN, 2013). President Obama declares that he will not tolerate any more attempts to boycott Russia and explains it is not fair to US athletes that have been training hard for the upcoming games. In fact, he hopes for gay American athletes to bring home the gold. 
The IOC (International Olympic Committee) is investigating the situation on the legal implications of this anti-gays law during the Olympic games. The committee President, Thomas Bach met with anti-gay activists to ensure that the games will never be hosted again in a city where athletes will feel unwelcomed by who they are. This story has disappointed many homosexual athletes and their family members, and caused substantial disturbance in the athletic community. The Human Rights Campaign, known as the largest U.S gay rights group has teamed up with the Russian LGBTQ community to help promote justice by initiating a movement called “Love Conquers Hate”. Selling t-shirts and bracelets to spread awareness everywhere. It has been endorsed by famous celebrities such as, Jamie Lee Curtis, Kelly Osbourne, Ricky Martin, Fergie, Kirsten Bell, Jonah Hill, Olympic swimmer Craig Gibbons and many more. (Human Rights Campaign, 2013).
With regards to almost every Olympic games, when is there not a crisis before they begin? The snow in Vancouver was said to not outlast the heat, London was preparing for a terror threat, and in attempt to beautify Beijing, the situation on human rights worsened in China. In addition to their pollution and poor air quality, there had been reports of lead poisoning around the country. For Russia, foreign governments are more intrigued at the fact that Putin could not wait to sign the legislation until after the Olympics, as the criticism from the media is growing each day. This law not only violates the Universal Declaration of Human Rights but also The Olympic Charter’s nondiscrimination clause. This law clearly violates the Olympic Charter, which states that “any form of discrimination… on grounds of race, religion, politics, gender or otherwise is incompatible with belonging to the Olympic Movement” (6thFundamental Principle of Olympism, 2013) False accusations have been made of moving the 2014 games to Vancouver instead because of the controversial matter. 
  	Since President Vladimir Putin signed a law at the end of June prohibiting the promotion of nontraditional sexual relationships to minors, it certainly created a wave of negative disputes between Russia and the rest of the world, more than ever in the Athletic community.  Putin’s signed legislation infringes on the rights of people in the LGBT community, particularly on the right of expression and goes against the ultimate goal of The Olympics, to discontinue discrimination by unifying athletes from all countries. Symbolically, the Olympic games are a torch holder for human rights, and it is important for athletes to base their differences amongst one another on athletic ability as oppose to sexual orientation. After much discussion, and watchful consideration, the International Olympic Committee have decided to keep the 2014 Winter Olympics present in Sochi Russia, and are positive that Russia will respect the Charter of Rights (Human Rights Watch, 2013). It is apparent that through the growing awareness spread by the media, the coming 2014 winter Olympics will indeed be an event to remember, to watch homosexual athletes work harder than ever to prove their belonging. This contention will undoubtedly go down in history for its controversiality leading up to a worldwide occasion.
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