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Marriage and Parenthood
Marker events: events that signal a change in status 
Symbolic rituals
· Father giving away the bride
· Exchange of rings
· Bride in white dress
· Throwing of rice/confetti etc. 
Developmental task of marriage
Learn to depend on someone new to satisfy needs, which involves:
· Emotional separation from our family of origin 
· New social roles
· New sense of identity and new status
· Decide which traditions from past to keep, change, get rid of
· Renegotiate relations with others 
6 reasons for marriage in the past
1. Status 
2. Economics 
3. Sex 
4. Children
5. Self-identity
6. Love and support 
Role patterns in marriage 
1. Conventional roles, separate spheres for husbands and wives 
2. Shared roles, both partners share in both spheres
3. Dual career roles, both partners committed to career first 
4. Reverse conventional roles, female breadwinner and male homemaker 
Social script: cultural rules that tell us what, where, when, how and why we should do something
Reasons for choosing against parenthood
1. Having a child will negatively affect marital relationship 
2. Economic and occupational concerns 
3. Don’t want to be tied down
4. Lack skills to be good parents 
Goodness of fit: the degree of match of the child’s personality to the parents’ expectations
· 6 of 140 students in class said they did not want children 
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