Cross-cultural and other differences 
Is being different acceptable?
Differences and the study of the family 
Film: toward intimacy
· One girl was told she could go on the pill and could have sexual intercourse and she was a disabled woman – she has a bone disease, she’s very small and in a wheelchair 
· Grew up in a small town and people didn’t understand disabled people
· She got married to a regular man
· Another girl was sexually and physically abused since she was born – her confidence and trust was destroyed so relationships were difficult for her 
· Friends helped her to not be ashamed of who she was once she opened up to them 
· It was hard for her to let people touch her or hold her
· Deaf woman is a lesbian 
· She didn’t know the word until she got to university so it was a very difficult time for her
· Her partner is hearing – she is able to communicate very well even though she doesn’t speak sign language 
· Measles baby of the 40s, she is now blind 
· She was tormented growing up by boys and girls – called four eyes 
· She had few friends, very isolated, did not date 
· Went through a phase of promiscuity – she was starved from affection 
· She danced because she felt that people wouldn’t pay attention to her eyes, just her dancing – first real job was as a dancer
· Got married in mid-twenties – he had a very severe drinking problem 
· Left her husband and went back to school got her master’s degree– husband died shortly after she left him and was left with 3 babies under 3 years old (twins)
· She  wanted to raise her children on the land – older two were uninterested and stayed in the city, youngest enjoyed it 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Many disabled women want to have children to feel loved and not be lonely – many women say that their children are their best friend which is not good 
