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Vanier institute of the family 
Families in Canada yesterday, today and tomorrow 
Boomers still playing hard
· Turning 65 at a rate of one  every 7 seconds
· “60” is the new “40”
· Sixty is now “sexty”
· Boomers transitioning to retirement 
The old are getting very old
· Today there are 185, 000 centenarians in the world
· By 2050 there will be 2.2 million 
Wisdom of elders
· Multi-generational households
· Grandmothers in paid labour force
· Children know their great grandparents 
Families are more complex
· Introduction of pre-adulthood
· Young adults live with parents longer
· Few couples marry 
· Starting families later
· Fewer children
· Bigger age spans
· More first time moms over 40
Two or more parent families are changing
· 9/10 babies born in two parent families
· Single earner
· 1 income, 1 job, 1 household manager
· 2 incomes, 2 jobs
· Dual earner
· 2 incomes (1 primary, 1 supplementary)
· 2 incomes (family enterprise)
· 2 incomes (casual, temporary)
· Dual career
·  2 incomes and 2 careers
[bookmark: _GoBack]Single parents are changing
· Status
· Once married/never married (single, separated, divorced, widowed)
· With supports/without supports (other parent, extended family- time and or money)
· Employed/not employed
· Circumstance*
· Continuous (single status)
· Occasional (i.e. traveling spouse)
· Episodic (i.e. military)
Teen pregnancy, parents
· Fewer teen pregnancies than ever
· Highest rate in the far north
· Fewer teen parents than ever before
· Majority of teen parents have support from grandmothers and great grandmothers 
Parents are relying more on community support such as childcare 
· More interested in pre-learning facilities 
Family finances
· Average household debt soared to $113,000 in 2012
· Retirees with significant debt (17x more likely to become insolvent in 2012 than in 1990)
· Student debt highest levels
· Savings rates dropping by 2/3 since 1990
· New debt each year average of 4% of disposable income 
Different people – different goals
· Separation: between work and life
· Integration: of work and life
· Blending: work and life
Literacy starts early
· Financial
· Digital 
Care remains important
Adult elder care
Individuals over age 18 who are experiencing or recovering from an acute illness or injury or managing a chronic health problem, disability or mental illness
· Adult children
· Adult siblings 
· Spouses
· Parents/grandparents
· Extended family
· Friends 


