MUS2310

Octave – An interval between two notes, often times, two of the same notes

Semitones – the smallest interval. Usually an interval from a white key to the closest black key. 

Tonality – refers to a system of hierarchial pitches. Either consonant (tonal) or disonant (atonal)

Resolution – the end goal of music. It also refers to the sound of completion. 
Dissonance - “ruffles the cochlea” ; Sounds that don’t sound well together
Consonance – “peaceful” ; sounds that sound well together. 
Theme – Long, complete, can be varied. 
Syncopation – when the rhythm works against the meter / metre

Meter/Metre – The grouping of notes, either duple or triple. 
Framework – Rhythm is time within framework
The following diagram is a representation of the piano keyboard with two octaves of available pitches.
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The pattern of steps in the major scale can be seen on your keyboard diagram by starting on the note C and taking all of the “white keys.” The pattern has two whole tones for the first two steps, then a semitone (between the E and the F on the keyboard, where you will see the two white keys have no black key between them), then three whole tones (making the notes G, A, and B), and following that a semitone (B to C, again two adjacent white keys, with no black key between them). In other words, in the major scale, all of the steps are tones, except between the third and fourth notes (between E and F, if you start on C) and between the seventh note and the octave (between B and C if you start on C). 

Major Scale 

The plus signs show black keys, and the hyphens unite white keys with no black key between them; a plus sign denotes a whole tone, the hyphen a semitone.
C + D +  E-F + G + A +  B-C

do  re    mi fa   sol  la     ti do
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             C            D            E              F             G             a               b            c
Minor Scale

A +  B-C + D + E-F +  G + A

la    ti  do   re   mi fa   sol   la

[image: image3.png]¢





            A           B              C              D            E              F              G              a

Words (for singalong) to a closed-cadence X-Files melody

Mulder: Are aliens out there?

Scully: Are aliens up there?

Mulder: Is there an evil plot?

Scully: Is there? No there is not.

Mulder: How so?

Scully: Let’s go!

Categories of Instruments 

Brass

  Woodwinds
Strings
Percussion

Trumpet
   Flute / Piccolo
Violin

Timpani


French Horn   Oboe

Viola

Snare Drums / Drums

Trombone
  Clarinet 

Cello

Cymbals, Gongs, etc. 

Tuba

  Bassoon

Bass

Xylophone, Marimba



  Double Bassoon  
(Harp)
Tubular Bells
