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Mid-term Examination
· Answer three (3), and only three, of the following five (5) questions. 

· Start each question on a new page, and write clearly. Pen is preferable, not required.
· Please support your answers by referencing the literature you have read. 

· No electronic devices of any kind are permitted.

· Time permitted is 75 minutes.

· Please leave cell phones, notes and books with your bag at the perimeter of the room

1. Both the federal and provincial governments will present their annual budgets in the near future.  Outline the challenges facing one of these levels of government, and suggest some policies you might adopt to meet the challenges.

2. How does Equalization work, and do you think it is a good program? Comment on the claim in the media that Alberta is funding Quebec’s social programs through ‘dirty fuel’ revenues.
3. Explain how the Canada Health Transfer and the Canada Social Transfer operate, and comment on whether you belief matching grants are a better form of grant than lump sum (unconditional) grants.
4. Who goes to university in Canada? Do you think that too few young Canadians attend university?
5. Would you be in favour of a toll on the bridges leading into Montreal from Laval and the South Shore and other points of access, or would you favour a congestion tax in the downtown area, or do you think an increase in the gasoline tax would be better? If you favour one or more of these options explain why. But if you think none of them are good options then defend that viewpoint.
