History Notes:

Many first nations people believe they originated in the Americas; science suggests that Asian peoples crossed over Beringia  (land bridge between Siberia and North America) during the time before the ice age when the sea levels were much lower.
Evidence:
· Aboriginals may have migrated over the land bridge because water levels were much lower before the ice melted and sea levels rose
· Human beings first appeared in Africa 2 mill years ago; they must have originated there and migrated outward
· Aboriginals and Asians have similar features facially
· Animals also passed over beringia 
· South American aboriginals may have migrated from Beringia due to the unfavourable climate, or perhaps island-hopped from Africa or Asia as well
· 10 000 y ago, climate drastically changed from super cold to normal, this caused the ice to melt, sea level s to rise, and many animals went extinct when grass turned into forests
· 5000 y ago, ice took its present place, Beringia shrunk and could not be crossed by animals
· The aboriginals grew from population and reproduction rather than migration
· Technologies made them survive longer and they could grow corn, beans, squash and fish to make strong American civilizations
Different Aboriginal Groups in the Americas:
Aztecs (800 years ago, South America): 
· Developed without domesticated animals (other than dogs and llamas for transportation)
Mayans (1700y ago, Mexico):
· Had mathematics, the concept of zero, 365 day calendar
· They knew astronomy, phonetics, pictographic languages
Incas (800y ago, Andes):
· Built roads, bridges, irrigation systems
· Had stone walls, metal work, gold
Northern Aboriginals: 
· 100 types of plants to farm routinely – corn, potatoes, wheat, rice being the main ones

South Great Lakes (Ohio peoples) (2000y ago, America):
· Farming way of life replaced the hunting/gathering way of life
· Built mounds for burial grounds
· Had fortified wall enclosures, and their forts looked like mounds
· Became known as the mound people
· Had 25m high sculptures
· Developed extensive trade routes
· Built obsidian blades, copper weaponry, embossed breastplates, ornaments of shell, shark and alligator teeth, mica sheets, and other decorations
· Spread all over north America and into Ontario
· Peaked at 2000y ago, 1500y ago the culture declined due to either attacks or climate changes which hurt agriculture
· Mississippi watershed culture replaced the mound-builders
· Trade centre Cahokia extended through most of north America 
· They taught the Iroquoian people how to farm
Reasons for successful population growth:
· Agriculture could support larger populations
· Most of the areas were disease free and epidemic free before the Europeans
· They could feed large populations on what they grew and hunted
· Evidence of up to 100mill people, at least 10 mill in Mexico before Europeans
· Population was destroyed by Europeans and their diseases – death rates as high as 95%
· Most areas with Europeans were drained of aboriginals
Classifying the First Nations:
Linguistic:
· Eskimo/Aleut – Inuit
· Salishan 
· Tsimshian
· Haideu
· Wakashan
· Tlingit
· Kutenaian } British Columbia
· Athapaskan – Yukon/NWT/Nunavut
· Siouan – Prairies/ Rockies
· Iroquioan – Eastern Canada
· Algonquian – Atlantic to Rockies 
· At one point in time ~50 languages existed but many groups had no relation to other aboriginals and became alienated
Aboriginal Areas of Culture:
· Northwest coast
· Plateau
· Plains
· Subarctic – Na dene, 9000y ago (Siberian people)
· Arctic – Aleuts, 5000y (Dorset, tuniit, Inuit people)
· Northeast
· (In different climate areas, the need to adapt was constant. This made for trade networks to be a necessity)
Colonization:
· Before political Canada -> small parties of European colonies
· Resources were more important than people and families
· Settlement occurred in Australia and Canada by English -> had self-government
· Imperialists were more exploiting (African slaves, indigenous people)
· Colonists constantly repopulated colonies
3 Major Themes in Colonial History:
1. Comparative colonial experiences (antecedent colonies)
2. Exploring arising changes when new waves of immigrants swamped numbers of earlier settlement groups
3. Evolving views and differing interpretations of past, both by historians and by general public (what actually happened vs. what people think happened)
Intro to First Peoples:
· First peoples (politically correct term for aboriginals) ARE THEY REALLY FIRST?
· Inuit may have arrived even later
· Moral legitimacy of aboriginal land claims, more accurate dating technology, POV is different now
· Anywhere from 100k – 11k years ago
· Great ice sheets used a lot of water and reduced sea levels, allowing the land bridge between Siberia and North America to be accessible
· Kennewick man from Washington didn’t resemble the aboriginals (could he have been the real aboriginals who were killed off by the newcomers from Asia?) 
· There may have been other races before the current aboriginals
· North Asian immigrants (Clobis Peoples) have similar spear points to Spanish peoples
· Land bridge was short-lived but there could have been other means of travelling to new Mexico – island hopping, boats etc.
· Found a 9400y old skeleton with hide shoes, hemp bag, woven blanket and a fish meal (suggests we may have underestimated the sophistication of people from so long ago
· Trade not originating from Europeans
· 100million aboriginals before Europeans destroyed the populations with their diseases
Europeans ARRIVE:
· Jacques Cartier arrives in 1535 to Acadia, also sees Quebec city but leaves by 1608
· Most populated aboriginal areas fall hardest due to close contact, susceptibility to disease and contagiousness
· Aboriginals drawn to fight each other (Cortez)
· Spaniards imported African slaves
· In 1608 St. Lawrence population couldn’t kill the hunters there
· Central Americans killed by Spanish diseases
· Those who came and left before colonization: Mormons, Israel, Irish, Arctic and Scottish
· Norse also came in 860-900 years ago
THE NORSE:
· Mean looking, ferocious rep from stealing, ironworkers, ship builders, English monastery raiders, artistic, traders, colonists, agriculturists
· From Norway and Scandinavia
· Did not have a Viking empire or centralized power, did it for themselves
· Warriors ruled by war leaders, families looking for cultivatable land since Norway and Scandinavia ran out of farmland
· Chetland islands in Newfoundland are very Norse
· Eiric the Red discovers Greenland and entices people to go there by saying there is plenty of farmland (even though there really isn’t much and its fucking cold there)
· Leif Erikkson leads expeditions, calls aboriginals skraelings (barbarians)
· Thorfinn Karlsefni, Freydis (sister of Leif) goes on trading venture to Vinland (Newfoundland), she steals ships and gets into a war with the skraelings. Imagery of pregnant woman killing skraelings and scaring them so much that they leave
· Dorset and Tuniit people come eastward to trade with Norse in 1250
· Norse leave Americas but trade in Greenland with the aboriginals Inuit
· Climate change rapes Norse because it destroys all cultivated land they have and their crops die. Forced to leave Greenland and basically all gone by 1350.
· Inuit also get into conflict with them and by 1500 they all die.
· Ecological demise: Gradual retreat because of climate change, didn’t conquer or colonize so they didn’t gain resources other than what they traded from Inuit
THE FIRST ATTEMPTS:
· French allies with Hurons and Algonquians; English with Iroquois
· Cartier came to Canada and tried to catholicize all aboriginals with Jesuits and Ursalines, but most failed
· Huronia defeated by Iroquois and Algonquians become the main ally
· Too many men in New France and they are forced to import “Les Filled du Roi” (750 gross chicks)
· Peace is made with Iroquois, baby boom with larger families
· African slaves and aboriginal pows are used as slaves
Acadia and New England:
· European expansion relies on two things:
1. Italian eastward trade, conquest of Italian states, leaving residue of skilled navigators
2. Preconditions for European expansion west: - emergence of strong monarchies and knightly classes seeking fortunes abroad
· Kingdoms become dominant after the Roman Empire falls
· Italy had many cities after the fall of Rome, but because Venice peaked in the 13th century, they were conquered by the strong kingdoms that grew after the roman empire (England, France, Spain and Portugal)
· Competent navigators (Christopher Columbus, John Cabot, Giovanni DeVarison) from Italy
· Many of the navigators were funded by monarchies or even by rich churches or priests
· Knights and aristocrats seeking fortune also left to colonize
· Trade restrictions and revolting people also left because of the bubonic plague which was killing many Europeans (merchants rose from this and could finance expeditions)
· The impulse to Christianize everything also brought colonization upon places (esp. because they wanted to get ahead of the Muslims)
· Spain and Portugal were lured by the potential gold and precious metals in Mexico
· Spanish wanted a non-Portuguese route to Africa, accidentally found the Caribbean, Portugal followed closely
France (The Slow ones)
· France began to worry about their lack of colonies since they were left behind struggling with revolts and shit
· They went west across the Atlantic (Jacques Cartier)
· Found the st Lawrence river and thought it was a shortcut to china lol
England and John Cabot
· 1497 he claimed a fishery in NEWFOUNDLAND
· There were colonization issues in Ireland though and it left a backdoor opportunity for French or Spanish invasion 
· English was becoming protestant and Irish HATED THAT
Different Types of Colonies:
1. Resource colonies/ Occupational colonies (gold, lumber, fish, furs)
2. Settlement (new places to live)
3. Proprietorial (merchants/leadership)
4. Trade routes (new things to make money on in homeland)
French and English colonization in North America
New France 1608:
· Trade/first peoples/reforms/society
· Preoccupied with catholic wars vs. protestant England
· Colonization, settlements in Canada (mostly for fur for the dumb hats)
· Religious war going on between Catholics and protestants
· French were interested in trade
· Created alliances with the natives for furs
· Samuel de Champlain sent to set up trading post in port royal
· Moved to Quebec city and settled there instead
· They became dependant on Algonquians and Hurons
· Allied with hurons against Iroquois
· Small population, lack of women, not a lot of immigration from France
· Richelieu wanted to ban protestants in New France
· Had a high birthrate, but due to a small population, not a lot of population growth
· Failed to attract immigration due to bad publicity from Jesuits, returning contract people
· Monopolies and businesses also failed (100 associates etc.)
· Even though they had good women for making babies, there wasn’t enough of them to go around lol
· Iroquois were just bitches
· Company gave seignuries but they didn’t work that much due to contract people leaving after the contract expired
· 60 people/ year immigrating only
· Catholics liked france better, and if they didn’t, they could just walk to spain or something lmao
· Getting to quebec was a bitch, and expensive
· Carribean had nicer colonies
· Strict mercantilism policy (that no one followed)
· Strong monarch -> Louis 14th (The state, it’s me.)
· Gave New France more governing powers from the state (Colbert tried to up the population, bachelor taxes and whatnot)
Acadia – the neutral dudes:
· Changed between British and French frequently
· Left on its own by monarchies
· Port Royale 1604
· No colonists
· Few Missionary priests
· Took up farming, diked the marshlands for farming
· Traded mostly with Boston English
· Warehouses for the English in port royal
· Had a neutral policy towards wars and the English and French
New England:
· Boston, Virginia, Connecticut, Maine etc.
· No border (no USA)
· HUUUUGE population in new England
· Similar birth and death rate to new france
· Had more issues with diseases though (malaria and such in Virginia)
· Had African slaves imported
· Massachussets alone had 20k immigrants/year basically
· A lot of motive from religious freedom
· Economic motivation of a better life (lots of suffering in England)
· Travellers avoiding religious conflict in England also
· Cromwell act and Anglican archbishop laude cracking down
· Interests lead to colonization for English
· Large population of settlers due to religious issues, promise of new money
· Protestants left their countries to go to England to escape catholic reign
· 400k people left France
· More advertisements to go to new England too
· Evicted people just immigrated
· Also had a strong monarchy, more control over the colonies, similar policies to france
· Any non-protestants went to colonies to avoid being attacked by Henry 4th
· 3 kinds of English colonies:
- Religious dissenters (freedom of religion)
- Massachusetts babies
- conquered colonies 

Mercantilism: Colonies exist to serve the interests of the state (NO TRADING WITH ENGLAND/FRANCE)
Many traded illegally anyway. Merchants prospered from illegal trade (shows that the interest of the colonies differed from the interests of the state)
English were more condensed than the French. English could just control the first nations whereas French allied with them. 
French had better war techniques because of their fwens, the aboriginals.

Newfoundland and the fisheries:
· British Newfoundland evolved on the sly since England didn’t want them to become settled
· Newfoundland was really only good for the fisheries since it was rocky and cold
· Beothuk who lived there were too afraid to trade and they just ended up dying because they pissed off the english
· Grand Banks provided nice fishing place in the shallow waters, lots of cod
· Basque Whale Fisheries (Spanish mountain people) came to fish the whales for their oil, blubber and meat
· They declined due to death of Spanish armada, overfishing the whales and competition from english and dutch whalers who were further north
· Basque were the first to salt cod
· Everyone followed the cod to Newfoundland
· English had St Johns for dry fishery (imported salt from spain, caught fish and dried them on the shore on fishing flanks, then salted them lightly and stockpiled them seasonally)
· French had boats in the banks, green/wet fishery (catch them from a boat and salt them in sheets after cleaning them, made their own salt (also seasonal))
· Market for fish was large in catholic Europe cause they couldn’t eat meat on Fridays
· Both places tried to prevent resident fisheries because it was bad for the state and better for money
· Some stayed in NFL anyway to protect the flanks which were getting teefed by the beothuks for the iron nails
· Idea of a fishing admiral came out (first one there got dibs, and also was the governor of the seas)
· Bye boaters were independent boats who sold cod to sack ships for money and Spanish wine (sack)
· Plaisance was formed by the French on the shore of Newfoundland
· French won st pierre et Miquelon after the war which was a pitstop for French vessels
· 1904 british regained fishing rights
· Irish catholics started going to Newfoundland because british ships stopped there as a pittstop
· St johns was a seasonal naval station
· Fishing admirals weren’t good governors, they didn’t care much and so naval officers began to be appointed to conduct trials which were reasonably effective
· Wasn’t any actual town planning, people just lived there and fished there
· Not really any doctors, but people would govern themselves for the benefit of the town
· Transient resident fishery developed in early 1800s
· Merchants began to monopolize there, taking advantage of the need for imported goods
· Lots of violence between catholics and protestants, fishers and merchants
· Merchants argued for an assembly to elect a governor and in 1832, it happened
· Beothuk died and went extinct eventually due to malnutrition and being killed off by the english accidentally
Struggle for  Continent, 1700- 1763
3 Cycles of war with years of consolidation in between
Newfoundland was not considered a colony for a long time because the fishery was only seasonal and the trade didn’t want competitive fisheries, it was also the british navy’s nursery
In 1700 iroquois-french war finally resolved, English went to Hudson bay, French at ohio and mississipi river with the aboriginal alliances
1701, british vs French in Europe because of tension like in the cold war (stockpiled arms and warmongering incidents that didn’t quite spark a war. 
Need for a balance of power, imperial issues, etc.
Concerned about military value more than economic value of the colonies, they became bargaining chips rather than meaningful places.
Colonies interests became very different from those of the motherlands
New England started acting for themselves, Acadians became neutral, new france adopted guerrilla warfare and Louisburg became an important trading centre
3rd war ended the French empire without resolving tensions between colonists and the british empire
The Three wars:
1. War of Spanish Succession 1701-1713
· Charles II of spain died and lead to the possibility of the Spanish/French heir winning both empires (Phillip of Anjoux)
· Neighbours of spain didn’t want him to win spain so WAR BAM
· 12years of war, Phillip gets spain but not france. 
· English colonies invade new france but get defeated by the weather
· French lose port royal and acadia to the english
· They hold the great lakes forts though and found Louisiana
· French lose in Europe but win in N America
· Treaty of Utrecht cedes to England acadiea and claims of Newfoundland and Hudson bay
· French give up southern fur territory and retain st Lawrence and mississipi valley, as well as port royal and PEI
· Consolidate and reinforce Ile Royale
· Safeguard route to quebec city
· Try to guard fishery in nwfl
· Try to boost the population by migrating the Acadians to new france, but Acadians don’t wanna
· Build a fortified town in Louisburg (fin 1734) – economically successful  but military fail, fishery, harbours, lots of illegal trade, mostly with english people too lol
· Louisburg has a weakness of not being able to survive without provisions after 6weeks, can be trapped and is also icebound in the winter, also depends on new England trade (DERP)
· French make the mi’kmaq bother the english with attacks, but after a while the mi’kmaq abandon the French and ally with the english (LOL traitors in 1725)
· French build a train of forts from Saskatchewan to lake superior to combat the english’s trade to Kingston, Niagara and Detroit
· Surplus fur makes furtrade shitty, so French subsidize furtrade for better allies with first nations
· Improve at guerrilla warfare and english are forced to sail up the st Lawrence to attack quebec
· Militia in quebec is fortified by Colbert with a shipyard, and ironworks
2. Austrian Succession 1744 – 1748
· Dynastic problem – Charles IV of Austria dies, his heir is a woman (Maria Theresa) and 3 of her male relatives want her throne (each an heir of some other country)
· Britain sides with her to maintain the quo and war happens 
· Massachussets is the most successful from the war since NY didn’t want to kill trade with quebec and montreal and southern colonies having issues with slave uprisings 
· Louisburg is invaded by William Pepperell and he is supported by the british navy
· Britain can’t get quebec though because Scotland is rebelling at the time 
· Treaty of Aix-la-chapelle (everybody returns to the position they had before the war)
· Maria Theresa is heir of the throne of Austria
· New Englanders mad because they had to return Louisburg AGAIN
· They realize Britain gives 2 shits about them
· French repair Louisburg damage again
· Try to evacuate Acadians again
· British try to expel the Acadians from Nova Scotia lol
· French build a second chain of forts along Richelieu river and lake champlain
· English consolidate themselves too – found Halifax in 1749
· Try to convince the Acadians to be loyal to England
· Acadians are like, naw b
· English build forts along Hudson bay river
· 1755-1762 they get rid of the Acadians
3. Seven Years War 1756-1763
· War starts in America 2 years before it does in Europe
· Pennsylvania and Virginia want to expand inwards for more farmland
· French stop them with their superior war tactics and smaller population TROLOLOL
· Election happens in Britain 1757 – William Pitt the Elder
· He invests in American war because the defeat in Ohio looks bad
· He wants to win as many new colonies as possible for bargaining tools
· Sends a BUTTLOAD of soldiers to fight in Americas, stops supplies from France, retakes Louisburg, and destroys the poop out of It, captures tons of french forts
· French’s allies look towards their own interests
· English sail inland to quebec with a line of ships 90km long (1/4 of the royal navy)
· They kill a bunch of stuff and then leave because its winter
The fall of Quebec (1759)
· Distrust between French and Canadian officers leads to arguments of strategy
· Marquis de Montcalme thinksk guerrilla warfare is barbaric and wants to stick to normal lame fighting
· He has already given up on New France basically (the asshole)
· Vaudreil likes guerrilla warfare but he accepts Montcalms tactics because montcalms a dick
· English end up landing in quebec at night and go up an unsurveyed steep path since they doubt anyone would go there
· Guard derps and thinks the english are montreal suppliers and lets them right in
· They all fight on the plains of Abraham and everyone dies, but the aboriginals and Guerilla warfare holds the english back until next spring
· The british return in the spring and fight at Ste Foy, but the FRENCH WIN
· Montreal surrenders without a fight though, and by that point new france is basically done
· Treaty of Paris 1763 leads to French surrendering everything (EVEN QUEBEC )
· France keeps St Pierre et Miquelon, fishing rights in Newfoundland and Guadeloupe



