	Topic
	Authors
	Concepts

	State and Nation (Week 2)
	Charles Tilly (Force Theorist)

To fight rival power holders (war making), rulers need $ from their subjects (extraction). To secure these finances, they set up state structures (state making) which can also be used to secure loyalty of social elites (protection). The state whose rulers are most effective at this survive (War made the state and the state made war)
	Nation (historical or imagined?)

	
	Anthony Smith

Nations=historical communities, shared ancestry. A nation is "a named community possessing an historic territory, shared myths and memories, a common public culture and common laws and customs."
	

	
	Benedict Anderson
Nations are inventions, created in context of statehood. Nation = "imagined political community-and imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign."
	


	Topic
	Aspects

	State and
Nation Building (Week 3) 
	Key steps towards sovereign statehood

-territorial expansion and internal structuring

Timeline:

1864: Charlottetown and Quebec Conferences est. the basis for Confederation

1867: BNA Act creates Dominion of Canada

1931: Statute of Westminster abolishes UK's disallowance powers; makes Canada independent foreign policy actor

1949: Supreme Court replaces British Privy Council as highest court; BNA Act (No 2) allows for some

1982: Canada Act patriates Constitution, adds Charter of Rights and Freedoms


	Topic
	Authors
	Concept

	Democracy (Week 4) 
	Thomas Hobbes
State of Nature: before creation of political authority, social interaction = "a war of all, against all"

Social contract: people make agreement amongst themselves to create a state, surrender all rights to a ruler in exchange for order (Commonwealth, Leviathan)

Ruler's powers unlimited: ruler is not part of the social contract; can rule as he pleases and demand complete obedience as long as he maintains order
	Liberalism and Republicanism

	
	John Locke
State of nature: generally peaceful, but natural rights (life, liberty and estate/property) are not secure due to lack of authoritative dispute arbitration

Social contract: people make agreement amongst themselves to create a state tasked with protecting their rights

Representative and limited government: government should represent property holders (through elected parliament); can be overthrown if rights are not protected
	

	
	Jean-Jacques Rousseau
State of nature: peaceful, but innocent; people do not have the ability to improve themselves

Social contract: people make agreement amongst themselves to relinquish all their rights and power to the community, which expresses the "general will"

Self-government of the community: freedom consists in helping shape the general will; individual interests have to giver way to the general will
	

	
	Edmund Burke
Constitutionalism: constitution represents the accumulated wisdom of centuries; institutional change must be gradual and should seek to protect or reaffirm core constitutional principles

Representation: state should be governed by particularly qualified representatives; these should follow their own conscience (rather than any electoral mandate_ and should seek to represent the country as a whole, not just their constituents
	

	
	James Madison
Mistrust of people and government: people have tendency for factionalism and populism; government easily becomes oppressive

Limits on the people: formation of large political system to ensure that factional divisions remain in flux; indirect forms of participation to rein in populism

Limits on government: checks and balances (between legislature, executive, judiciary) to prevent power concentration
	

	
	Thomas Jefferson
Faith in the common people: people are the only competent guardians of their liberties

Protection of individual rights: people's liberties must be protected in the constitution (Bill of Rights)

Citizen participation: citizens have a civic duty to participate in politics, and should be encouraged to do so
	


	Topic
	Aspects

	Canada's Parliamentary Democracy
	Parliamentary democracy:

-popular election of legislature which then elects head of executive (prime minister)

-legislature can bring down executive, prime minister can sometimes dissolve legislature

-fusion of powers between executive and legislature: executive is often drawn from legislature, initiates most legislation

-high party discipline in the legislature

Presidential democracy: 

-independent popular election of both legislature and head of executive (president)

-legislature cannot bring down executive; president cannot dissolve legislature

-separation of powers between executive and legislature. No overlap in membership; laws must originate in legislature

-low party discipline in the legislature

Westminster System

-plurality electoral system: "first-past-the-post" increases changes of stable parliamentary majorities

-few checks and balances: "political veto players" (second chambers, courts) are relatively weak

-adversarial political style "Winner take all" politics, rather than consensus building

-few openings for direct democracy: referendums remain exceptional

Formal and political executive

-formal executive: 

Queen: Hereditary head of state

Governor General: Queen's rep in Canada, exercises discretionary prerogative powers

Privy Council: formally composed of all previous cabinet ministers, plus honorary appt's 

-political executive:

Prime Minister: elected head of gov't with policy making and patronage powers; requires continued support of House of Commons

Cabinet: active part of the Privy Council; exercises some prerogative powers; oversees bureaucracy

Powers of prime minister

-parliamentary leaders: leads the cabinet which sets priorities for parliament

-party leader: represents-and has been elected by-party members

-patronage: has significant appt's powers

-policy maker: sets policy priorities for cabinet and parliament

-public face: represents Canada's gov't to the citizens


	Topic
Freedom and Constitutionalism

(Week 6)
	Authors
	Concept
Strong vs. weak constitutionalism

	
	John Stuart Mill
Utilitarian justification of freedom: freedom is nothing natural, but it is beneficial to society as it allows for everyone's full development 

Harm Principle: ideas should never be suppressed and activities (even offensive ones) should be permitted unless they directly harm others

Limitations on gov't and society: threats to freedom can originate in state as well as society; state activity is needed to deal with societal threats to freedom
	Strong constitutionalism:
-constitution is comprehensive written document

-constitution is hard to amend; explicit amendment procedures must be followed

-supreme or constitutional court is empowered to declare legislation unconstitutional 

-Example: USA

Weak constitutionalism:

-constitution is in large part based on unwritten conventions

-constitution can be changed easily and/or adapts flexibly to changing political realities

-courts cannot overrule legislation, but can review its application by bureaucracise

-Example: UK

	
	Albert Van Dicey
Parliamentary sovereignty: parliament in the core institution of democracy, it has the right or unmake any law if wishes; courts cannot overturn legislation

Rule of law: government activity requires legal basis; courts may control executive activity, and in the process define and protect individual rights

Constitutional conventions: core principles and procedures of the British polity are universally respected as conventions
	

	
	Alexander Hamilton
Constitution as supreme law: the constitution represents the will of the people, while legislation represents the will of the people's agents

Courts as mediators: in interpreting the constitution, courts mediate between the people and the legislature

Courts can set aside legislation: if constitution and legislation conflict, courts must help the constitution (=will of the people) prevail
	


	Topic 
	Aspects

	Week (7) Canada's Constitutional System
	Components of Canada's Constitution:

-Formal constitutional documents: 

BNA Act 1867

Constitution Act 1982

-Acts of constitutional nature: Canada Elections Act, Clarity Act, etc

-Constitutional conventions: principle of responsible government

-Judicial decisions: unwritten principles of the constitution, established by Supreme Court

	
	Charter of Rights and Freedoms--Categories of rights

-Fundamental freedoms (religion, conscience, speech, assembly)

-Democratic freedoms (suffrage)

-Mobility rights

-Legal rights (life, liberty, security, access to courts; presumption of innocence, etc.)

-Equality rights

-Language rights (English and French)

-Minority language education rights



	
	Limitations on Charter rights

Reasonable limits clause: legislation may put limits on Charter rights if these can be demonstrably justified (Supreme Court: Oakes test)

Notwithstanding clause: fundamental freedoms, legal rights, and equality rights-but not male-female equality-can be overridden by legislatures for (renewable) period of five years


	Topic 
	Authors
	Concepts

	Distributive
Justice (Week 8)
	John Rawls

Theory of Justice

Question: What is a just distribution of benefits (ex property) and burdens (ex taxes) in a political system?

Method: Thought experiment, asking how people would devise a just society from behind a "veil of ignorance"

Result: Unequal distribution of good is only justified if inequality benefits even the least favoured members of society ("maximum" conception") 

The original position

Social contract analogy: Hypothetical choice situation-called "original position"-in which people choose principles of justice for their society

Assumptions about knowledge of participants: people do not know their social position, characteristics, values, etc. in the society that results of ("veil of ignorance")

Assumptions about motivation of participants: people are rational, self-interested, no gamblers

Possible choice options in the "original position" 

-Egoism: everyone is allowed to advance their interests as they wish

-Utilitarianism: aggregate or average level of goods are maximized (possibly with minimum floor for each person)

-Perfectionism: certain ways of life are privileged because of their intrinsic value

Rawl's alternative: all goods are distributed equally unless inequality is in everyone's interest ("democratic conception")

Democratic conception-two principles of justice

First principle

-equal liberty: every person is guaranteed a set of basic liberties

Second principle

-(a) equal opportunity: equal access to jobs and services under fair equality of opportunity

-(b) difference principle: inequalities are only justified if they benefit the least advantaged members of society


	Social liberalism vs. libertarianism

	
	Robert Nozick

Theory of justice

Question: Can a state be justified? If so, what powers may a state have to intervene into society?

Assumption: Every person possesses ownership of his/her own body; this fundamental right must be protected to the greatest possible extent 

Result: only a minimal state is justified; states that attempt to enforce a specific distribution of resources violate freedom (libertarian conception)

Conception of justice-Key components

-Defence of minimal state: would emerge out of state of nature according to market logic; through emergence and monopolization of private security providers

-Legitimacy of private property: can be acquired by "mixing one's labour with it" (Locke) as long as the rights of others are not violated

-Legitimacy of property transfer: People can transfer what they own to others through market exchange

-No redistribution: redistributive policies enforced by the state violate individual freedom; taxation is akin to "forced labour"

"From each as they choose, to each as they are chosen."

Any other conception of justice that requires a specific distributional pattern (ex maximin) requires constant state intervention that restricts individual freedom 


	


	Topic
	Aspects

	Canada's Welfare State (Week 9)
	Model of the policy cycle

1) Agenda setting: identifying issues in need of political attention

2) Policy formulation: devising and deciding on proposals to deal with these issues

3) Implementation: putting decisions into practice

4) Evaluation: assessing policy outcomes

5) Termination: ending a policy

	
	Characteristics of Canada's Welfare System

-Relatively late introduction: major social programs were not introduced until the 1940/1950, mainly by Liberal governments with CCF/NDP support

-Varying levels of generosity: state-run and universal health care system, but relatively low levels of public pensions and unemployment insurance
-Federal structure: social programs delivered and funded by both federal and provincial governments, often in cooperation


	Topic
	Authors
	Concepts

	Citizenship and community (Week 10)
	TH Marshall

-Citizenship defined by rights: Legal status that gives access to civil rights (originate in 18th century), political rights (19th century), social rights (20th century)

-Integrative function: equal citizenship implies full membership in a political community

-Legitimizing function: equal citizenship can coexist with-and legitimize-socio-economic inequalities
	Citizenship: (Rights vs. agency; feminist critique)

	
	Hannah Arendt

-Citizenship defined by agency: being a citizen means participating in the self-government of polity, using the media of speech and persuasion

-Citizenship and the public sphere: citizenship occursin-and shapes-the public sphere, which is distinguished from the private sphere (intimacy) and the social sphere (necessities of life)


	

	
	Carole Patenam

Is the citizen a male figure?

-Public-private dichotomy: equal citizen rights in the public sphere are undermined by gender inequalities in the private sphere

-Sexual Contract: classic social contract theories contain an implicit sexual contract that defines women are subordinates

-Patriarchal character of welfare state: social rights in modern welfare sates focus on male "breadwinner", not female "dependent"


	

	
	Robert Putnam

Social capital: benefits arising from connections with other people, including social trust (which in turn produces public-spiritedness)

Associations as generators of social capital: membership in community organizations, churches, etc. produces social capital

"Bowling Alone": With individualization and the decline of traditional associations, social capital in Western states erodes
	


	Topic
	Aspects

	Bilingualism and multiculturalism (Week 11) 
	Multi-nationalism: population encompasses historical communities that have resided here ever since the Canadian state was founded (English, French, aboriginal communities)
Poly-ethnicity: numerous ethnic groups have migrated to Canada; but these groups are not founding communities of the Canadian state

	
	Principles of bilingualism and multiculturalism

Bilingualism: Charter (section 16-23) enshrines English and French as official languages, secures right to education in both languages; Official Languages Act secures bilingualism in public service and federally regulated industries
Multiculturalism: Charter (section 27) recognizes multicultural heritage of Canadians; preservation of ethnic cultural and religious practices is financially supported; some special accommodation for ethnic groups (ex. exemptions from dress codes)

	
	Acquisition of citizenship in Canada

Legal categories of immigrants

-skilled workers and professionals

-investors, entrepreneurs and self employed persons

-refugees

-family members

-students

Selection criteria for skilled workers

-Point system, minimum of 67 points need to be acquired

-Major categories:(20+pts)

education, proficiency in English/French, Experience

-Minor categories: (10 pts) age, arranged employment in Canada, adaptability

-Citizenship by birth: Ius sanguinis (law of the blood) grants citizenship to children whose parents are citizens; ius soli (law of the soil) grants citizenship to children born in the country
-Citizenship for adults: permanent residents can become citizens, subject to certain conditions

-Dual citizenship: Canadians may hold another country's citizenship




