HST 603: The Third Reich

Sept 4th Introduction
Overview
· course syllabus on bb
· readings: textbook, course reader (can use winter 2013 course pack) 
· essays: critical book review
· tutorials: four weeks in the semester
· no lectures during tutorial weeks: attend 1 hour only
· tutorial groups assigned at the end of next week (blackboard)

racial anti-Semitism : believing Judaism to be a race (conversion seen as impossible)
may 1945 – German general Keitel (sp?) brings war in Europe to an end

Jan 1933- May 1945 : The period of the ‘Third Reich’
- two parts of Germany – separated by a piece of Poland (1933)

Course Structure
· Origins of National Socialism ( pre-1993)
· how and why did Hitler come to power?
· Third Reich in power (1933-1939)
· how did the NS (National Socialist) government consolidate power and secure popular consent?
· Third Reich at war (1939-1945)
· how did war affect Nazi government and lead to genocide?
· Collapse and aftermath (1945 - )
· how does the Third Reich continue to shape the modern world?

Origins of National Socialism  - how and why did Hitler come to power in 1933?
Interwar Europe (1920-1930)
· period between the end of the first world war (‘great war’- not named ‘first world war’ until the onset of the second world war), and the beginning of the second world war
· saw the rise of political extremism around the world
· on the right – fascism
· on the left – communism
· 1917: Russian revolution
· creation of left wing government
· authoritarian governments became prominent around the world during this period
· by 1938, only one country in eastern and central Europe that was still a democracy – Czechoslovakia 
· Benito Mussolini – Fascist Party (Italy) coined fascism
· Adolf Hitler – National Socialists German Workers Party (NSDAP, NS, Nazi)
· NS as a distinct form of fascism
What is Fascism?
· not a political ideology (like liberalism or socialism), it’s a combination of older ideas/ elements of political ideologies or religious ideas: conservatism, nationalism, monarchism, anti-Semitism
· combiniation of pre-existing ideas repackaged
· fasci: ‘groups,” “bundles”
· Latin: fasces
· traditional Roman symbols of power and authority (sticks bundled around an axe)
· not all fascist parties emphasized all aspects of these ideas
· eg Mussolini was not especially anti-Semetic
· different aspects of fascism could appear in different ways
· characteristics of fascism
· nationalism; importance of the irrational in national life
· strong belief in the superiority of their own nation above all others – this is really irrational  - this belief is emotional rather than rational
· glorification of violence/action
· many fascist leaders had been soldiers during the war
· many of the first supporters were military
· belief in violence as an effective tool for resolving problems rather than a diplomatic approach
· through military action and violence and physical strength – demonstration of superiority (individual or national)
· anti-intellectual
· little time for or emphasis on higher education
· physical rather than intellectual development
· leadership principle: Duce (leader) and Fuhrer (leader) – Fuhrer-prinzip
· principle that idolizes a single, strong, male leader 
· complete superiority and authority
· totalitarianism
· coined my Mussolini’s fascists 
· belief that the state has not only a right but also a  duty to be everywhere
· total control for the state
· the personal becomes political **
· erase boundaries between personal lives and the state
· racism (very important for Nazis, less for other fascists)
· aggressive nationalism/ anti-Semitism 
· Nazis saw Judaism as a race
· Anti-Communist
· PLUS
· exaltation of youth
· fascist believed that young people were the future
· ‘carry the nation forward’
· the strength and future of the nation
· traditional gender roles
· male dominance, female subordination
· modernism, technology
· very future-looking
· embraced modern technology
· applies as well to the military field
· REMEMBER:
· Nazi ideas were not new or unique
· drawing on older ideas – this is key to their appeal 
· people are more comfortable with pre-existing ideas than new ideas
· intense anti-Bolshevism
· Hitler was not a mesmerist or a magician
· conscious consent brought Hitler to power, expanded his authority, and brought Europe to war
· National Socialist Party (NSDAP) was not very popular until 1933 – and popularity was highly conditional thereafter
· not a high level of active support
· importance of passivity – passive support
· the danger of apathy
· NEXT
· how and why did the NSDAP come to power
· ideas? appeal?
· failure/loss of faith in democracy + rise of nationalist right-wing parties = NS
· Germany experienced both those things happening simultaneously 

Adolf Hitler: Early Life
· unexceptional
· nothing in his youth/early adulthood that would have caused anyone to mark him out as a genocidal dictator
· Weltanschauung (‘world view’)
· born in Germany, April 20 1889
· born in Germany, raised in Linz, Austria
· spoke German with an Austrian accent
· Linz part of the Austro-Hungarian empire
· Austria and Hungary combined politically
· brought together two ethnically distinct people
· Austrians who were ethnically and culturally German, 
· Hungarians who considered themselves to be Slavic
· Hitler grew up in an environment where being German was an important part of Austrian peoples identity
· Hitler was exposed to the idea of [an-German nationalism
· idea that all ethnically German people should be united as a single Germany
· he encounter German nationalism from his childhood onward
· Hitler was rejected by the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts in 1907
· he was unqualified and had no plans
· decided to go to Vienna anyway
· a period of ‘indolence, idleness, and self-indulgence’
· ever-increasing poverty
· stayed in Vienne from 1907-1913
· during this period he claimed he came anti-Marxist and anti-Semitic
· influences from Vienna years: nationalist/anti-Semitic ideas
· in and environment where those kind of ideas were common
· Hitler was increasingly poor, but although he was anti-Semitic, it was not extreme or racial and this time
· nothing about his behaviour in Vienna was radical or noteworthy
· 1913: called up for military service
· he did not want to serve, so he fled to Munich (southern Germany)
· Great War broke out summer of 1914
· Hitler was hyped about it
· he fully and enthusiastically embraced the war
· The day after war was declared, Hitler rushed to volunteer for service
· given the Iron Cross, First Class
· a few weeks before the end of the war in 1918, he was temporarily blinded
· he was hospitalized when Germany was defeated
· idea of war as a cleansing agent
· war originally seen as a good and purifying war
· Germany defeated November 11 1918
· came as a huge shock – press was censored – information on the home front about Germanys success in the war was not made public
· Conservatives interpreted defeat as a ‘stab in the back’ by Jews, pacifists and Marxists (from within Germany itself)
· these groups became the scapegoats for Germanys defeat
· after the war, Germany was subjected to humiliating peace terms, and Germany became a Republic rather than an Empire (President and Prime Minister rather than Emperor – new constitution)
· Weimar Constitution (1919)**
· 1919-1933 known as the ‘Weimar Republic’
· President’s position – elected every 7 years; nominated the Chancellor
· president was largely a figure head, also responsible for nominating the Chancellor (equivalent to our prime minister)
· expectation that that choice would be based on elections results
· Article 48 of Constitution- President could declare an emergency and rule without parliamentary approval (to protect democracy – new/weak democratic tradition)
· president could temporarily become a dictator
· intention was that because of the newness of democracy in Germany – predicted situations where the country would need a single strong leader
· along with new constitution and new name, also a new flag – black, red, and gold.
· deliberate return to a previous state of Germany – before the Great War and before the defeat
· period of German strength and superiority
Question 1: How and why did the NSDAP come to power in 1933?


September 9th  NSDAP: Seizure of power or rise to power?
The Rise of the German National Socialist Workers’ Party (NSDAP/NS/NAZI)
Germany defeated: 11 Nov. 1918.
· conservative/imperialist critics: ‘stab in the back’ by Jews, pacifists, and Marxist
· belief these groups were responsible for Germany not winning the war
· idea that the seeds of Germany’s defeat were found within the country
· an idea that was easy to exploit
· Weimar Constitution (1919)
· president’s position – elected every 7 years; nominated the Chancellor
· article 48 of Constitution: president could declare an emergency and rule without parliamentary approval (to protect democracy – new/weak democratic tradition)
· intended to promote stability, but ultimately taken advantage of by the Nazis during their rise to power
· new flag: black, red, gold (previously black white and red – which the Nazi’s used in their emblem as a ‘fuck you’ to the Weimar republic
Treaty of Versailles (1919)
· followed the Paris Peace Conference
· signed by IK, France, Italy, USA, Germany
· imposed very strict rules on Germany – highly punitive
· German people protested against the terms of the treaty
· terms:
· limited German military strength – armed forces could have no more than 100.000 men total
· Germany was prohibited from building planes or submarines for military use
· prohibited from maintaining and large naval ships (nothing offensive)
· Germany to pay ‘reparations’ – held financially responsible for destruction during the war – payments to UK, France, Italy – as compensation for damage
· amount unspecified at the time of signing
· treaty took 10% of Germany’s territory and population
· Article 231: ‘War Guilt Clause’	
· puts sole blame for the war on Germany
· intention to insure that Germany would never again be in a position to fight a war in Europe (awkward)
· became known in Germany as ‘Brutal Peace’
· people outside Germany were also skeptical that the terms were too harsh
Hitler Enters Politics
· postwar political unrest in the form of extremism
· attempts to emulate what had happened in Russia (Russian revolution, establishment of the Soviet Union)
· local communist groups
· Munich: Soviet Worker’s Republic established
· Hitler: civilian life?
· claimed he had a ‘political vision’ – a vision that told him to go into politics
· anti-Bolshevik education for the army
· army set up anti-Bolshevik education programs
· Hitler became one of those educators
· joined German Workers’ Party (DAP): member #555
· believed this party would be his ‘political vehicle’
· Propaganda Director -> Leader
· found that people listened to him, he was charismatic, crowds began to gather when he spoke
· still small-scale
· very small party with very few resources, one of man such parties
DAP: Origins and Ideas
· volkisch-nationalist group
· German Volk (people): superior
· German national and racial community
· Johann Fichte: romantic German nationalism, heroism, ‘racial purity’
· nation and race combined
· opposed to liberalism, socialism, democracy
· Social Darwinism: ‘survival of the fittest’
· perversion of Darwin’s ideas applied to people and nations
· idea of a evolutionary superior people or nations
· racial superiority
· superiority of the white/’Aryan’ races
· ‘Aryan’ – Sanskrit: ‘noble’
· saw Germans as one of the Aryan races
Party Programme
· Feb. 1920: DAP renamed German National Socialist Workers’ Party
· Nationalsozialistiscshe deutsche Arbeiterpartei 
· 24 Feb 1920: first mass meeting
· attracted around 2000 people
· 35-point party programme: Hitler and Anton Drexler – never revised
· ‘the union of all Germans in a Greater Germany’
· defined citizenship in very exclusive and anti-Semitic terms
· citizenship for ‘members of the nation’: not Jews
· promised nationalization, ‘land reform’
NSDAP
· one of many small right-wing nationalist parties, attracting ex-servicemen – ‘cult of violence’, ‘war elite’, ‘front community’
· right-wing paramilitary forces (Freikorps): used by state authorities against left-wing groups
· claimed to protect Germany from left-wing threats
· 1921: SA (Sturmabteilung, ‘Brownshirts’) formed: to protect NSDAP speakers, attack opponents
· became dominant paramilitary group for the Nazis
Germany during the Weimar Republic
· 1919-1923: chaos
· 1924-1929: relative stability
· 1929-1933: crisis and slide into dictatorship
· failure of/loss of faith in democracy + rise of nationalist right-wing parties = NS


September 11th Weimar Republic, 1919-1933
1919-1923: Chaos
· government: moderate coalition (Pres. Friedrich Ebert)
· Hitler was not a fan – too left-leaning 
· had to introduce democracy: Germany had little experience with democracy, on top of military defeat and economic hardships
· opposition to the Weimar Republic came from the Left and Right – frustration, alienation
· workers’ councils/soviets (left)
· Freikorps (right wing volunteer forces)
· anger coming from both sides of the political spectrum
· Wolfgang Kapp (Fatherland Party): Kapp Putsch (coup) – March 1920
· ‘putsch’: attempted to overthrow government
· Kapp Putsch failed after trade unions called general strike
· Treaty of Versailles – obligations, public opposition
Economic Problems
· national debt after war – government owed a lot of money
· financial burden of reparations: 132 billion Goldmarks
· annual payment: 2 billion Goldmarks + 26% German exports (7% German national income)
· John Maynard Keynes (British Economist)
· argued that these payments were too high, and were actually laying the ground for discontent that could lead to more conflict
· predicted the burden of the payments would lead to turmoil in Germany
· question of how the government would pay. choices:
· raise taxes
· declare national bankruptcy
· borrow
· ultimately decided to borrow money
Inflation
· hyperinflation – enormous rates of inflation spiraling out of control
· October 1923: one course meal cost 60 million marks
· November 1923:
· 1 liter milk: 360 billion marks
· bread: 201 billion marks
· their credit rating was destroyed
· anyone on fixed income or receiving pension were basically fucked
· soldiers
· results?
· extremist ideas
· inclination towards parties that value military service and soldiers
· i.e. the right wing nationalist parties, fascists becomes attractive under these circumstances
· **key reason that ex service men supported the right wing from the beginning
1924-1929
· relative stability
· industry recovered 
· production rose by 50%
· exports rose, economy stabilized
· by 1927 the German economy was back where it was pre-war
· urbanization
· technological innovations – small engines, appliances, cars, airplanes
· the era of the ‘new woman’
· ‘flapper’
· strong willed, independent, unsupervised, un-chaperoned, working, consuming
· earning and spending as she wished
· more risqué clothing, less traditionally feminine 
· fear of change made people nostalgic for more traditional values, fear that women workers would lead to male unemployment
Berrhall Putsch
· 8-9 November 1923: Beerhall Putsch – Hitler and a small group of followers attempted to overthrow German government
· it was not successful
· Hitler and the other leaders were imprisoned in Landsberg, although they remained there for under a year
·  Germany’s elites were sympathetic, so Hitler and the others were treated with leniency
· many of the elites were right-wing under a left-wing government
· in prison, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf
· Hitler recognized the failure of the coup, and reached the conclusion that he would need to take a different approach besides violent overthrow
· instead he would make his way into it using the system itself, as opposed to trying to overthrow it violently
· key change in the Nazi party’s approach
NS Building Popular Appeal
· reorganized the NSDAP party structure, the goal of which was to increase popular support
· needed to extend party networks
· party established Gaue (regions), and resigned each region and leader (Gauleiter) who were responsible for generating support for the party in their own regions throughout Germany
· national network of offices and publicity and support *critical
· ultimate goal of getting voters
· one key approach was special interest groups
· addressed people’s professions or hobbies
· i.e. NS teachers, mechanics, 
· tried to appeal to people through their work or through their own interests, and through those interests to get them to associate with the party itself
· this was super successful – there was a Nazi group for pretty much every possible interest
· speeches, controlled spectacle -  Hitler developed his charismatic presence as a leader
· he made sure his presence was visible around the country
· SA troops also made themselves increasingly visible across Germany
· Greggor Strasser: ‘National Socialism is the opposite of everything that’s going on today’
· he ran the party organization, participated in the failed coup
· ‘catch-all’ party of protest
· whatever you don’t like, the Nazi party is the place for you
· through this kind of messaging, the party established itself in German politics
1929-1933
· unemployment insurance: crisis
· unemployment increasingly on the rise
· German economy could no longer afford employment payments
· government could not agree on what to do
· DVP (business interests) vs. SPD (workers)
· March 1930: Reich cabinet resigned
· marks the beginning of the political crisis that would bring Hitler to power
· resignation of the Reich cabinet brings to an end the republican form of government as it was envisioned in 1919
· end of centre-left coalition – end of democracy
· end of consensus lead to polarization
· left goes further to the left, and right goes further to the right
· ‘mutual paralysis of forces’
· communism (KPD) and Nazism (NSDAP)
· loss of faith in democracy causes politics to go to the extremes
President Hindenburg
· had been the one to say Germany had been stabbed in the back (by jews pacifists and socialists)
· presidential powers under the Weimar Constitution 
· Hindenburg is getting old (80s) mentally and physically frail, and the country is sliding into political crisis
· the men around him become increasingly important in advising him
· once the Reich cabined resigned, Hindenburg chose Heinrich Bruning as the next Chancellor
Presidential Chancellors
· Burning was the first of three who are known as the ‘presidential chancellors’
· called so because they were simply the choice of the president as opposed to being leaders of largest elected parties as was intended
· Bruning was followed by Franz von Papen (June 1932), and then Kurt von Schleicher (November 1932 – Jan 1933)
· Hitler is chosen by Hindenburg to be Chancellor after Schleicher
· it is ultimately Hindenburg who brings Hitler to power
· question of whether these men could have stopped Hitlers’ rise, or did they ‘hold the stirrups’ for him?
· neo-conservative
· right-wing, backward-looking authoritarian
· nationalistic
· not Nazis
· suspicious of the Weimer Republic and democracy
· members of the German political elite
· saw Nazis as allies – shared attitudes
· believed that Hitler could be controlled, and use him to advance their own agendas
· from the presidential chancellors over to Hitler, the transition was fluid – no abrupt change when Hitler became chancellor
The End of the Weimar Republic
Nazis Seeking Power
· Hitler, 1930: decided he was ready to mould the state into ‘the shape we hold to be suitable’
· October 1931: Presidential elections – Hitler ran against Hindenburg
· Hindenburg (53%) vs. Hitler (37%)
· July 1932, another election (demanded by Hitler because he was still hoping to do better in elections, and to have a chance at being chancellor)
· NSADP: increasingly disruptive and aggressive in this election campaign
· people were killed at speeches, protests, demonstrations ect
· high acceptance of political violence
· worst of the violence between Nazis and Communists
· recognized each other as the competition
· election was either heading towards Nazis and heading towards Communists
· July 1932, Nazis went from 18.3% to 37.4%  - 230 seats (position to be v. influential)
· now the largest party in German parliament, so Hindenburg should have chosen Hitler as chancellor
· but he did not, chose Papen, Hitler was pissed.
· Goebbels wrote:
· ‘Conclusion: we must come to power. since the last presidential election we have greatly increased our votes. We’ll drop dead from winning elections’
· August 1932: Hitler demanded to be appointed Chancellor, but Hindenburg refused
· government was stalled: Nazis vs communists
· reached stalemate	
· Germany was then in a very serious crisis - still on a downward slide
· politics was a mess
· November 1932, it was clear nothing was working, so another election was held
· NSDAP declined (196 seats, 33% vote)
· possibly because they were getting a little too extreme/violent
· 450 000 Nazi party members at this time
· SA 400 000 men by 1932
· *German armed forces capped at 100 000 men
· lower middle class highly represented among membership
· as well as university students
· only 8% of NSDAP party members were women
· all leaders were men
· in terms of voting, men and women voted for the Nazi party in relatively equal numbers
Next Steps
· November 1932: Schleicher replaced Papen as Chancellor
· Schleicher offered Hitler the vice-Chancellorship
· Hitler refused
· reinforced Hitler’s leadership and image to his supporters
· not d to settle for vice
· January 1933: Hitler met with Papen 
· they hatch a plan
PLAN
· Hitler to be Chancellor
· Papen vice-Chancellor
· 3 Nazi ministers: Hitler, Goering (Prussian Minister of the Interior), Frick (Reich Minister of the Interior – control over police/law and order)
· only 25% of cabinet… not threatening
· 30 January 1933 – Hitler appointed Chancellor 
· Hindenburg recognized the terrible state of Germany, and agreed to their plan due to their promise of normalizing politics and everyday life
Reactions
· President Hindenburg: ‘And now, gentlemen, forwards with God’
· Goebbels: Hitler is Reich Chancellor. Just like a fairy-tale’
· Catholic newspaper: ‘A leap into the dark’
· Bella Fromm (journalist) watching torch lit parade of Nazis: ‘An endless sea of brown. An ominous night. A night of deadly menace, a nightmare of living reality of 20,000 blazing torches’
Why Did the Weimar Republic End?
· economic problems
· divided Germany; lack of consensus
· loss of legitimacy of Weimar Republic
· loss of popular support (especially for traditional parties)
· weakness of ‘neo-conservatives’
· greatly misjudged Hitler
· fear of radicals (especially communists)
· rise of Nazis


September 23rd: German Government and Economy, 1933-1939
Consolidation of Nazi Power and Government: ‘Coordination’
· End of ‘years of struggle’
· ‘Third Reich’ – 30 Jan
· First Reich: c.800-1806 (Holy Roman Empire)
· Second Reich: 1871-1918 (united Germany)
· Weltanschauug (world view) – not a secret
· Hitler had little respect for the Weimar republic – used democracy to get into power, and then dismantled it
· Hitler’s intentions were not a secret
· Hitler had no qualifications or experience
· did possess the ability to mobilize the masses
· began to consolidate his power
‘Pseudolegal Revolution’ – 4 parts
· Consolidated and centralized power under Hitler’s leadership
· Coordinated potential rival organizations
· Silences opposition
· Reinforced ‘national community’: inclusion/exclusion
1. Consolidation and Centralization of Power
· Election: 5 March 1933
· needed to gain more power/validation through ballot box
· wanted to move up to a working majority – ideally 2/3 majority
· NS campaign: emphasis on unity, loyalty/patriotism, and fear
· 27 February 1933: Reichstag (German parliament building in Berlin) fire
· burnt down
· set by a lone communist as a protest against the conditions of the working class in the depression
· perfect opportunity for Hitler to demonstrate the Communist threat
· 28 February: Decree for the Protection of People and State- suspended civil liberties, reduced President’s powers
· president used article 48
· imprisoned opponents, especially communists (‘German Bolshevik Revolution’)
· elimination of one of Hitler’s major rivals/ electoral support for Communists
· foundation for Third Reich
· election results were surprisingly weak
· NSDAP: 43.9% (288 seats)
· SPD and Communists: 30%
· went up 
· Center and Liberals: 18%
· DNVP (German National People’s Party): 8.3%
· considerable electoral opposition despite Hitler’s efforts
Enabling Act (Law for Removing the Distress of People and Reich)
· Hitler wanted an Enabling Act:
· constitutional amendment: needed 2/3 majority to pass in Reichstag
· justification for additional powers:
· order and stability, economic and national recovery, defence of Christianity against Bolshevism 
· Downplayed NS rationalism to get support
· appeared in public in civilian clothes as opposed to Nazi uniforms
· made moderate speeches that emphasized why giving Hitler additional power would be beneficial for all of Germany
· had to persuade mps to get it passed
· passed with support of moderates: 444 – 94 votes
· passage of the act gave Hitler the power he wanted
· ’Enabled’ Hitler to pass laws without President’s or Reichstag’s approval
· appearance of legality: reassuring
· president:
· controlled the armed forces
· could dismiss the Chancellor
· Enabling Act Renewed 1937 and 1941
Victor Klemperer’s Diary (10 March 1933)
· ‘What, up to election Sunday on March 5, I called terror, was a mild prelude. Now the business of 1918 is being exactly repeated, only under a different sign, under the swastika. Again it’s astounding how easily everything collapses.’
2. ‘Coordination’ (Gleichschaltung)
· ongoing message of unity and loyalty
· 7 April 1933: Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service
· removed Jews and political opponents
· brought in Reich governors to each state (often Gauleiter)
· still needed experts
· preserved people who’s expertise and experience he would need
Organized Labour
· 1 May 1933: National Day of Labour
· 2 May: trade union offices occupied by SA and SS; leaders taken into ‘protective custody’
· trade unions shut down, workers taken into the DAF
· 10 May: created DAF (Deutsche Arbeitsfront: German Labour Front)
· for workers and employers
· national unity, no class divisions
· Beauty of Labour
· encouraged employers to improve working conditions, washroom facilities, making the working environment more pleasant
· Strength Through Joy (KdF) – ‘coordinated’ leisure activities.
· KdF – Wagen (‘Strenght Through Joy Car’)
· branded as the ‘people’s car’
· savings plan for workers to get a car
Farmers and the German Land
· Hitler idealized pre-industrial rural life
· Reich Nutrition Estate: Walter Darre 
· Nazi sub-organization
· also chief theorist for the concept of ‘Blood and Soil’
· key part of Nazi ideology
· German farmers as lifeblood of pure German race
· 1 October: harvest Festival
· various activities set up in rural areas
· BUT: Focused on urban workforce and industry
· teachers and curriculums were also Nazify-ed 
· virtually every facet of German working life and private life were coordinated
One Party State
· March 1933: Communists banned
· June: SPD banned
· many leaders had already fled the country
· June: Nationalist parties disbanded
· they disbanded themselves – they got the message
· 5 July: Catholic Center party disbanded itself:
· ‘Today, there is no point in being fussy about legal subtleties. What matters is first to let a strong, efficient government grow, and then to support it wholeheartedly in order to suppress Bolshevism.’ 
· strong government at this time meant a single strong party 
· 14 July: Law Against the Formation of New Parties
· December 1933: one-party state declared
· no parliamentary opposition  
· Why?
· loss of faith in democracy
· self-preservation/advancement
· violence, repression
‘Night of the Long Knives’ )30 June 1934)
· Ernst Rohm, leader of SA (‘Rohm Putsch)
· murdered
· SA was gaining too much power – presented a possible opposition to Hitler and the party
· Rohm and other leaders of the SA were to radical, pressing Hitler to move faster
· Rohm and six other leaders of the SA were murdered – after that point they became the SS – provided support for the Nazis
· legal: ‘self-defence’ of the state
· SA subordinated to SS
· Heinrich Himmler - leader
· intelligence and espionage – chiefly inside Germany
· policing of racial policies
· concentration camps: Death’s Head Units (Totenkopfverbande)
The ‘SS State’
· 1936: Himmler became Chief of German police, including Prussian Political Police (Gestapo)
· ‘SS State’
· 20 000 + arrested by June 1933: ‘protective custody’
· protecting the German people
· Late March 1933: Dachau concentration camp opened
· opening of camps was highly publicized 
· to ensure compliance 
· 1937: Dachau, Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald
· not extermination camps
· people were worked hard and treated badly, some did die but the intention wasn’t to kill them 
Government and Party
· 2nd August 1934: President Hindenburg died
· immediately after, Hitler declared himself ‘Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor’
· extreme power – effectively no limits on Hitler’s own authority
· including role of the president in controlling armed forces
· 19 August: plebiscite gave Hitler 85% support
· plebiscite: form of referendum 
· Hitler had total, unlimited power
· new oath for members of the German army – unconditional allegiance:
· ‘I swear by God this holy oath, that I will render unconditional obedience to the Leader of the German Reich and people, Adolf Hitler, the supreme commander of the armed forces.”
· no mention of ‘lawful’ orders – brings in the word ‘unconditional’ – laws have disappeared
· critical 
· very symbolic of the power that Hitler now had
· Authority from ‘the Leader’, not the constitution
· legitimacy derived from ‘the united will of the people’
· ‘The authority of the Leader is total and all-embracing: within it all resources available to the body political merge; it covers every facet of the life of the people; it embraces all members of the German community pledged to loyalty and obedience to the Leader. The Leader’s authority is subject to no checks or controls; it is circumscribed by no private preserves of jealously guarded individual rights; it is free and independent, overriding and unfettered.’ (Ernst Huber – lawyer).
· embodiment of the will of the people
· Hitler’s opinion was the ‘objective’ will of the people, countering ‘misguided public opinion’
· effectively no more constitution
Nazi Government
· no coherent overall strategy
· dualism: party and state
· tension 
· few Cabinet meetings – ended 1938
· competition
· ultimate goal was access to Hitler
· Fritz Todt: general inspector of German roads (June 1933) – highways (autobahn)
· initially a ‘make-work’ project to create employment
Working Towards the Fuhrer
· institutional chaos: a ‘panoply of overlapping and competing agencies’ 
· ‘working toward the Fuhrer’
· most people in Germany knew, or thought they knew, what Hitler wanted
· people worked to get closer to where they thought Hitler wanted Germany to go
· Prussian state secretary 1934:
· ‘Everyone with the opportunity to observe it knows that the Fuhrer can only with great difficulty order from above everything that he intends to carry out sooner or later. on the contrary, until now everyone has best worked in his place in the new Germany if, so to speak, he works toward the Fuhrer… it is the duty of every single person to attempt, in the spirit of the Fuhrer, to work towards him.’ (doc 13)
Economic Policies
· no consistent economic program
· NSDAP program: antagonistic to business/finance (e.g. nationalization)
· Hitler: capitalist (competition), needed private industry
· industrialists: supportive
· political popularity: economic improvements, jobs
· foreign policy goals: rearmament
· needed industrialist support
· Hjalmar Schacht: president of the Reichsbank (Germany’s central bank)
Rearmament
· Hitler: ‘the next five years must be devoted to the restoration of the defence capacity of the German people’
· job creation schemes
· to retain and promote popularity
· autarky (national self-sufficiency)
· relies on as few imports as possible
· need to increase Germany’s capacity to create resources that would otherwise be imported
Reinhardt Plan
· Fritz Reinhardt (State Secretary, Ministry of Finance)
· 1 June 1933: Law for the Reduction of Unemployment
· public works project: 1 billion Reichsmarks (largely based on existing projects)
· Autobahns, canals, housing
· stimulated the market for associated products
· Propaganda: ‘Let’s get to work’; caring for German people
· Volksgemeinschaft (national community)
· key people could be excluded – would not be given certain jobs
Rearmament and autarky
· public works quickly overshadowed by rearmament
· helped reduce unemployment (document 15 in tb)
Funding?
· taxation and loans
· 1934-36: ‘Mefo’ system – ‘Metallurgical Research Society’ (financed c.50% of weapons spending)
· cover for rearmament spending
· autarky: economic independence 
· promoted research into the creation of synthetic substitutes: rubber, fuels, fats
· balance-of-payments deficit
· spending more than they have
· spending more on imports than they were getting back on exports
· summer 1934: economic crisis
· August 1934: Hjalmar Schacht appointed Minister of Economics (with dictatorial powers)
The New Plan
· September 1934
· increased state control over the economy and German exports
· South America and south-eastern Europe (Balkans)
· entered into more trade agreements 
· 1935: economic crisis
· German exports did not increase enough
· exchange deficit: 500 million Reichsmarks
· gun vs butter?
· putting money into rearmament vs basics
· Schacht: reduce military spending 
· he was pushed out and replaced
Note Emphasis on Legality
· every move Hitler made was legal



German Society, Gender, and the ‘National Community’
Gender and National Socialism
Gender Roles in the Third Reich
· emphasis on large families
· gender roles established at a young age
· men: breadwinners, warriors, political leaders
· politics was only for men
· women: home and family, particularly as mothers – of ‘pure’ and valuable Aryan children
· impact of Third Reich on women, men and families?
· contradictions and tensions within Nazi ideology and policies
Historical Context
· Nazi ideas were not unique or original – built on preexisting ideas
· in the case of gender roles and reproductive goals, the Christian churches were a key source of information
· emphasized maternal and domestic role for women
· rejected ideas of controlling family size
· discouraged contraception and other forms of limitation
· Russian Revolution
· fear of communism / bolshevism 
· bolshevism saw women as more equal to men 
· emphasized equality
· also rejected patriarchal family structure – considered the family to be highly exploitative 
· destruction of traditional family values
· German Civil Code (1900): patriarchal society
· gave husbands control over whether or not their wives worked, or where they worked
· could also request their wife stay home to raise children
· patriarchal/traditional social and family structure
· Interwar anxieties
· ‘surplus women’
· 1933: fewer married woman than unmarried or widowed
· the ‘new woman’ – emancipation, changing gender relations, women in paid work
· declining birthrates, rising divorce rates
· eugenic theories
· Social corruption – ‘sick’ society
· society had been corrupted by these influences
· Nazis promised a return to ‘traditional’ patriarchal values and gender roles

· NSDAP membership : 90% male (1937)
· electoral support for NSDAP: same male/female       
· based on political/economic concerns more than ‘gender’ policies
Nazis:
· ‘natural’ differences between men and women: ‘equivalent but different’ worlds
· separate but equal spheres – form of gender equalities
· men: ‘productive and creative’ in public sphere
· women: ‘reproductive and imitative’ in private sphere
· one cannot survive without the other
· women’s emancipation: ‘Jewish intellectuals’; ‘un-German’
· Hitler argued:
· ‘there can be no conflict in the relations between the two sexes as long as each fulfils the function assigned to it by nature’
· Nazi primer, 1933: ‘The German resurrection is a male event’
· ‘primer’ = ‘how-to’ booklet type thing
Women’s Roles
·  dependant on whether a women was ‘valuable’ or ‘worthless’
· ‘to be a wife and mother is the German woman’s highest essence and purpose of life.’ **
· ‘She risks her body and her life for the people and the Fatherland as much as the combat soldier does in the roar and thunder of battle.’
· contrast with 19th century liberalism: ‘feminized old word’
· moral decay of earlier times
· fashion, music, ‘new woman’: ‘fads’, ‘spiritual cocaine’
‘Coordination’ of Women’
Everyday Life: Fashion and Beauty
· ‘Aryanized’ fashions
· tried to get women to reject foreign fashions
· rural women:
· dirndls
· spin, dye, and sew own clothing: ‘blood and soil’
· this was unsuccessful – the women wanted to be ‘fashion forward’
· Mussolini: ‘any power, whatsoever is destined to fail before fashion. If fashion says skirts are short, you will not succeed in lengthening them, even with the guillotine’
· ‘natural Aryan beauty’
· no make-up, air dye, nail polish
· no smoking (for women)
· sports, fitness
· as long as they didn’t become excessively muscular and sports didn’t interfere with their ability to have children
· tensions
· Magda Goebbels, Eva Brown
· neither fit this models
· both smoked, wore make up, wore high fashion
· women’s magazines
· image of ‘backward’ German women rejected
Everyday Life: Women as Consumers
· support autarky (self-sustainability; country should be as self supportive as possible)
· buy German goods
· support racial and economic policies
· boycott Jewish stores
· support ‘national community’
· ‘Stew Sundays’: ‘one-pot meals’
· idea is using pure resources, less energy to cook
· families encouraged to give money to Nazi Winter Relief to support less fortunate members of the national community
· the boycott of Jewish stores and businesses was not successful when it was initiated 
· relatively little support for anti-Semitic policies in the early years of the Third Reich 
Everyday Life: Paid Employment
· Bruning’s government: criticized ‘double-earners’
· believed it was inappropriate for both husband and wife to be working
· re. civil code
· Nazis decreed: no married women could work in the civil service or professions such as law and medicine (only)
· women working in other areas was permitted 
· mid 1930s onward: women were encouraged to take on paid work
· integral to Germany’s economic revival and mobilization
· need for workers 
· non-Aryans’ removed from jobs
· ideological tensions 
· same patterns across Europe – impact of Nazi policies?
Nazi Women’s Organizations
· 1931: created the NSF (National Socialist Womanhood)
· 1933: all women’s organizations ‘coordinated’ in NSF
· Reich Women’s leader: Gertrud Scholtz-Klink
· charitable work by not real power – no political significance
· Reich Mother’s Service
· training women as Nazi wives and mothers: ‘hereditary health’
· classes in looking after infants, cooking, nazi ideologies, hereditary health
· teach children to ‘think in the National Socialist way’
· unpopular, low members
· ineffective way of transmitting Nazi messages to German women
· radio was way more effective
· Judisched Frauenbund (JFB) – Jewish women
· social welfare work
· preparing Jews to emigrate
· until November 1938: Kristallnacht
The Politics of ‘Race’ and Reproduction
The ‘Racial State’ and the Politics of Reproduction
· over simplistic to simply say Nazis wanted women to have more children
· needed to encourage the right women to have children, discourage the wrong women
· strengthen and populate the Volksgemeinschaft (national community)
· valuable vs worthless citizens
· hereditary diseased persons as a burden
· promote and prevent reproductions – encouragement/ compulsory sterilization 
Racial Policies
· miscegnenation, Jewish relatives
· Germany could only be restored to greatness if it was pure
· Judaism within the bloodline was seen as a problem and had to be identified by the state
· required people to submit very detailed family trees
· Nazis did not accept any notion that someone could convert from Judaism from Christianity
· people classified in or out of the national community
· ‘hereditary’ physical/mental disabilities, ‘asocial’ behaviour
· German birth rate (live birthds/1000 women of childbearing age): 128
· 1922: 90
· 1933; 59
· great depression was critical – sense or economic stability
· 1937:77
· 1939: 85
· pronatlaist policies
· wasn’t the Nazis ho created that turn around in the birth rate – largely due to economics’
· as the economy improved and people were feeling more optimistic about the future, they had more children
· contradictions
· the same trend seen across Europe
· France was the exception to this
· ‘racial state’, politicization of reproduction
· blurred ‘public’ and private’ spheres
Promoting ‘Valuable’ Reproduction
· state control over reproduction
· ‘valuable marriages’
· marriage is not merely a private matter, but one which directly affects the fate of a nation at its very roots (NSF)
· marriage politicized
· must think about the larger whole when making decisions
· October 1935: Marriage Health Law
· allowed the state to assess requests for marriage
· from this point onward the state controlled who got married and who did not
· September 1935:Nuremberg Law
· Forbade marriage between ‘Aryans’ and non-Aryans
· SS recruited only ‘pure blood men’’
Pronatalist Policies
· limited access to birth control
· banned in 1941 (except condoms)
· penalties for those who got or searched out abortions
· interest-free marriage loans
· wife not permitted to work
· ¼ of loan forgiven after each baby
· 1937: rules changed
· 1935: loans for large ‘needy’ families (6+ children)
· 1938: cash allowances for 3+ children
· paid to father for each child after and including the third
· 1938: Honour Cross of the German Mother
· bronze cross: 4-5 children
· silver cross: 6-7
· gold cross: 8+
· parallel to military iron cross
· Hitler youth required to salute mothers wearing the crosses
· Effective?
· 1920: average 2.3 children
· 1940: average 1.8 children
· similar trends across Europe (except France)
· marriage loans – no impact
· why? economics, family limitation: coitus interruptus
· people don’t make decisions about having children based on what the state wants them to do
· broad understanding across Western world that having smaller families was advantageous 
· children were a burden
Preventing ‘Hereditarily Unhealthy’ Reproduction
· ‘value’ of a person: based on racial and economic characteristics
· Law for the Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring (14 July 1933): ‘eugenic sterilization’ with or without consent 
· Double standard for men and women
· fertility testing only on women, not men
· sexual promiscuity acceptable for men, delinquent and ‘asocial’ for women
· more ‘feebleminded’ and ‘asocial’ women then men
· women most often classified as asocial due to sexual behaviour and lifestyle
· men most often classified as asocial due to criminality, chronic unemployment, failure to support family
· certificate of marriage suitability – otherwise sterilization was strongly encouraged
· Hereditary Health Courts: confidential reports from doctor
· 1933 law: 400,000 sterilizations  (just the ones done under the law of which there are records)
· countless more were carried out at concentration camps and other institutions (asylums, hospitals)
· from1939: euthanasia programs: ‘life unworthy of life’
· ‘asocial’ families with children:
· extra scrutiny
· more education of wives and mothers
· discourage further reproduction
· slum clearance to destroy communities
· incorrigible families sent to concentration camps
‘Sexual Deviants’
· single mothers, prostitutes, homosexuals
· already legally/socially marginalized – this was not new
· prostitutes: double standard – but little attempts to end prosecution (more controls, surveillance), prostitution was never banned or stopped
· lesbian women: tolerated, ignored
· accused of promoting ‘women’s rights’
· gay men: brutal persecution – criminal offence
· accused of sabotaging population growth
· undermining male leadership – didn’t fit model
· identified with pink triangles in concentration camps
· those found guilty of homosexual behaviour- concentration camps and castration – after 1942: execution
· single mothers
· problematic: ‘asocial’ women with ‘valuable’ children
· 1933: tax relief for single mothers
· regime support
· 1937: could be addressed as ‘Frau’ (Mrs) or ‘Fraulein’ (Miss) – not to be dismissed form employment
· attempt to address stigma
· stigma of illegitimacy remained 
· ‘give the Fuhrer a child’ – by a ‘valuable’ man
· 1938: Himmler assumed guardianship of all ‘valuable’ illegitimate children
· to reduce abortions of ’valuable’ babies
· protected and sanctioned by the state
· 1935: Lebensborn homes (‘Fountain of life’)
· founded by Himmler (SS funded)
· homes for single women to go, have their babies, and recuperate
· 1939: 7 homes
· 1940: 9 in Germany, 11 in occupied territories
· about 8000 babies born into these homes
· 1941: ss responsibility for forced ‘Germanification’ of ‘valuable’ children in occupied territories
· there were valuable people outside Germany
· children who looked Aryan and were healthy in other parts of Europe
· SS more radical on sexual issues than the rest of NSDAP/German people
· saw themselves as a racial elite, and had a duty to expand the national community and strengthen Germany by fathering a child before they went into battle
· rumors of ‘SS stud-farms’ – never proven
Conclusions
· politicization of reproduction and the family
· blurring of public and private in the Third Reich: totalitarian regime
· contradictions and tensions in ‘national community’: source of support- and resistance

MIDTERM
· 50 minutes
· oct 21
· no external resources
· student ID
· identify and discuss the significance of three of the following points
· write two paragraphs on each point, the first focusing ion identification (historical context: who? what? where? when (year/general time)? how?), and the second focusing on significant (why is this point important in both the short and long term?)
Sample Questions
· ‘We demand the union of all Germans in a Greater Germany on the basis of the right of national self-determination….’
· The Enabling Act


October 23: Anti-Semitism and the Holocaust
· discussions: ‘Holocaust Legacies: The Canadian Connection’ (Tuesday 5 November, 11am-1pm, in Heaslip House, 7th floor)
Origins and Development
Second World War
· 55 million dead; 18 million civilians
· including victims of holocaust
· 6 million Jews killed (pre-war population 9 million)
· holocaust (holo, caustos): religious rite where offering is consumed by fire -> any large human disaster
· Holocaust (capital ‘H’): destruction of Europe’s Jews during the Second World War
· in policy terms, ‘Final Solution to the Jewish Question’
· what is to be done about Europe’s Jews
· the Holocaust was the answer to the Jewish Question
· ‘genocide’: word coined by Polish Jewish lawyer (in US) during war
· trying to explain what was going on – the extermination of a people
· defined as: ‘the destruction of the national pattern of the oppressed people’ and the ‘imposition of the national pattern of the oppressor.’
Anti-Semitism :Religious and Social Origins
· complex, contested
· no linear, black-and-white account
· religious beliefs
· Christianity replaced Judaism as a dominant faith
· first in the Middle East, and then throughout Europe
· anti Semitism has both social and religious roots which are closely connected
· Christians needed to justify/validate new faith: being Christian = not being a Jew
· establish this new faith as the only faith
· both monotheistic – ‘one god’
· to be a Christian meant not being a Jew
· Christianity: officially opposed killing Jews, yet encouraged belief in entirely Christian world
· the second coming of Christ would only occur when the world was wholly Christian’
· Jews were held responsible in Christians eyes for the death of Christ
· March 2011: Pope declared that Jews were not responsible
· Jews refused to accept Christianity
· 2nd/3rd centuries CE: the ‘Damned Jew,’ associations with the Devil and Antichrist
· ‘evil’
· BUT: Second coming of Christ also required Jews to accept Christianity: ‘love-hate relationship’
· fundamental antithesis 
Medieval Europe
· Jewish communities in western and central Europe ( + Greece, Turkey, N. Africa, Arabian peninsula)
· never particularly well integrated
· rise in anti-Semitism from the 11th century
· no conception of religious tolerance in western thought
· Crusades: heightened defence of Christianity
· Christianity understood to be under threat from Muslims
· almost no Muslims in Europe
· 14th C – Black Death: killed about a third of the population
· no body knew where the plague came from
· assumed to be a judgment of God
· OR that it came from Jews (scapegoats)
· restriction on Jews, agreements with ‘hosts’
· through the wording of these agreements, Jews were understood to be visitors who stayed only by remaining with their ‘hosts’
· agreements varied
· restricted Jews abilities to join in community life
· sense that they did not have a permanent place
· limits on property ownership
· exclusion from some professions (law, medicine)
· required only to live in certain places
· introduction of the word ‘ghettoes’: 16th century Venice (getto)
· Jews were required to live in an separate area – the getto
· Christians: little contact with Jews
· distinct customs developed; reinforced ‘otherness’
· economic motivations
· absence of competition
· origins of stereotypes about what kind of works Jews did
· Jews couldn’t be farmers because they couldn’t own property
· e.g. bankers
· Christians were not allowed to lend money/charge interest to other Christians
· Jews however were
16th and 17th Centuries: German Territories
· increasing legal protection for Jews in most German lands
· usually separated Jews from Christians: isolation
· BUT: Protestant Reformation
· lead by Martin Luther
· expose Jews ‘so that we Germans can… know what a Jew is, and defend our Christianity against the Devil himself.’
· struggle of God vs Devil: no compassion
18th Century: The Enlightenment
· Western Europe – more religious tolerance (especially in cities)
· Eastern Europe – shtetls (rural), more anti-Semitism
· Russia 1804: restricted Jews to ‘Pale of Settlement’
· boarder between Austria and Russia
· Catherine the Great (ruler of Russia) had actually been quite friendly towards Jews
· introduced the Pale of Settlement due to pressure from merchants
· pogroms
· on a popular level, anti-Semitism remained strong
19th Century Racial Theories
· Social Darwinism
· eugenics
· anti-Semitism: increasingly based on ‘race’ and ‘nation,’ less on religion
· Judaism as a race 
Hitler, Mein Kampf (1925)
· Jews lack ‘idealistic attitude’
· have only one instinct: ‘self-preservation’
· ‘the first great lie’: ‘that Jews are not a race but a religion’
· ‘when he speaks French, he thinks Jewish’
· ‘Every racial crossing leads inevitably sooner or later to the decline of the hybrid product’
Early 20th Century Europe
· precedents for Nazi ideas already in place
· exclusionary policies
· cultures of discrimination
· questions about Jews’ loyalty to the ‘nation’
· Germany: 
· Jews emancipated 1871, well integrated
· 0.7% if German population, mostly in cities
· most Germans would not have any regular contact with Jews
· nor be able to tell who was Jewish based on their appearance
Jews in Nazi Germany: Anti-Semitism Intensifies
· anti-Semitism: central to Nazism
· Nazis played it up and played it down depending on what they were trying to achieve
· ‘Jew’ defined by Nazis as: anyone with 3 or 4 Jewish grandparents (did not recognize religious conversion)
· scapegoats (‘stab in the back,’), support, ‘national community’
· slow radicalization through 1930s into the 1940s
April 1933: Economic Boycott
· boycott of Jewish businesses
· mixed results
· not a lot of success
Nuremberg Laws 15 September 1935
· consistent with party program
· ‘Law of Citizenship’ – Jews lost legal equality:
· ‘subjects of the state’, not ‘citizens of the Reich or state’
· subjects has to obey some kind of higher authority, where as a citizen has rights within a state
· ‘Law to protect THE German People and German Honour’ – prohibited ‘racially mixed’ marriages’ and ‘extramarital relations’
· Christian Germans were not allowed to marry or have sexual relations with anyone who wasn’t Christian
· + 13 supplementary laws
· Jews actively encouraged to emigrate (at own expense)
· local communities took initiatives to make their areas Jew-free 
· ‘Working towards the Fuhrer’
1938: Peak of anti-Semitic law-making
· 14 June: all Jewish enterprises marked
· 25 July: licenses of Jewish doctors canceled
· 27 September: Jewish lawyers forbidden to practice
· 5 October: new passports issued to all Jews, marked with ‘J’ for ‘Jude’ (Jew)
· 28 October: 17,000 Polish Jews living in Germany expelled
· registration of Jewish property and assets
· records of where Jewish wealth and properly lay 
· Jews not permitted in public parks
· had to ride in separate railway carriages
· exclusion intensifying
· 1 January 1939: New identity cards required for all Jews
· in many ways, Hitler didn’t necessarily need to do a lot of these things
· legislation just catching up to everything on the ground
· ‘grassroots’
Occupied Countries
· Nazi racial policies applied immediately in occupied territories
9-10 November 1938 – Kristallnacht (‘Night of broken glass’)
· after official in German embassy in Paris was killed by a desperate Polish Jew who had been expelled from Germany
· ‘spontaneous’ violence against Jews and Jewish properties
· actually organized by Goebbels
· almost all synagogues destroyed, cemeteries violated, buildings destroyed
· at least 100 Jews were killed
· approx 26, 000 male Jews arrested
· beginning of large-scale transportation of Jews 
Aftermath
· Hitler was dismayed by the scale of damage
· wanted to rearm and prepare Germany for war – all kinds of resources were destroyed
· Goring angry; economic toll
· 12 November: 1000 million Marks demanded from Jews:
· ‘reparation’ for damage by mob
· ‘compensation’ for Jews’ alleged hatred of the German people
· Jews not fully excluded, increasingly dehumanized – vital step towards the Holocaust
1939
· Jews with ‘non-Jewish names’ required to add ‘Sara’ or ‘Israel’ to their names
· external indicators
· clearly it wasn’t obvious who was Jewish
· forced emigration increased
· hard to get other countries to take Jews, but official pressure on Jews to get out increased
· few countries accepted Jews
· 500,000 departed, many to countries later occupied
· once the war began, emigration stopped
· radicalization further once war began
· once emigration was no longer an option, they began to discuss alternatives
· 19 September 1941: all Jews in Germany required to wear yellow star
· worn by Jews in Poland since 1939
1942-1945
· extermination became the preferred method for dealing with Europe’s Jews
Conclusion
· foundations of anti-Semitism pre-dated Nazis
· exclusion, discrimination
· stronger in eastern Europe
· Jews well integrated Germany by early 20th century
· Nazis: claimed Jews were a ‘race’, not believers in a religious faith
· gradual radicalization of ant-Semitism
· 1933: economic boycott
· 1935: Nuremberg Laws
· 1938: exclusion from citizenship, ‘Kristallnacht’
· 1941-1945: the Holocaust
· emigration encouraged until the outbreak of war

Nazi Foreign Policy and the Outbreak of War
Introduction
· consolidation of power
· government, economy, society, ‘national community’
· foreign policy: central to Third Reich goals
· Nuremburg trials: charged with ‘formulation of execution of a common plan or conspiracy to commit, or which involved the commission of, crimes against humanity.’
· ‘common plan’ = war -> war domination
· Nazis had planned to go to a destructive war that was a crime against humanity
· introduction of the concept of crimes against humanity
· to achieved their goals, they had to go to war
· war for more for ‘space’ or ‘race’?
· Lebensraum (living space)
· war: realize man’s potential (fascism)
· racial and foreign policies closely connected
Foreign Policy Goals
· build up German economy
· revise/reverse Treaty of Versailles and make alliances
· ‘save’ Germany for the ‘distant future’
· Remember:
· Hitler: suspicious of diplomatic elite
· structural chaos of Third Reich
Foreign Policy and the Treaty of Versailles
· Nazi economic goals:
· autarky
· rearmament: ‘defence economy’
· Lebensraum 
· Weimar Republic
· increasingly aggressive foreign policy
· Hitler presented himself (on the road to power) as a ‘man of peace’
· early/mid-1930s: international sympathy; loss of post-WW1 idealism
· views on Treaty as overly punitive
· principle of self-determination: denied to Germany
· Nazi propaganda played up this idea
· fear of war

October 30th : Nazi Foreign Police and the Outbreak of War
International Tensions
· 1933: Nazis preferred bilateral security arrangements
· agreement between Germany and another country
· two party arrangements (trading, military, etc)
· preferred to work one-on-one with other countries
· October 1933: Germany left League of Nations
· created alliances one at a time
· 1934 + : rearmament
· March 1935: introduced conscription, built army (Wehrmacht) up to 550, 000 men, Luftwaffe (air force – Goring)
· only supposed to have 100, 000 men according to treaty of Versailles 
· Britain: much more worried about Japan
· increased their military spending
· sympathetic to Germany – thought the treaty was harsh
· France: national service increased from 1 to 2 years
International Alliances
· October 1936: Berlin-Rome Axis
· 1937: Italy left League of Nations
· 1938: Japan joined Axis
· core axis powers: Russia, Japan, Germany 
Berlin Olympics (1936)
· downplayed anti-Semitism and militarism
· Jesse Owens (USA): won 4 gold medals, including 100 meters
· Goebbels: ‘a disgrace’
· Hitler: greater strength of ‘primitive men’
· Owens was black
· that aside, the Olympics went really well 
· after Games: anti-Semitism intensified
Territory
Saarland
· governed by League of Nations (15 years)
· on the border of France and Germany
· 1935: plebiscite
· status quo, or join France or Germany?
· 90% voted to join Reich
Rhineland
· demilitarized zone: no German forces
· 1925: neutral territory
· 1936: remilitarized by Hitler
· brought in troops
· announced it German territory
· if anyone had beef, they could fight for it
· France was alarmed, Britain less so
Poland
· reconstructed after 	ww1
· Polish corridor: separated East Prussia (state of Germany) from the rest of Germany
· gave Poland access to the sea
· France liked this
· boundaries set by plebiscites
· national self-determination
· most of the people in the Polish corridor were German
· in the port city (Danzig (Gdansk): only 6% of the population was actually Polish
· technically a free city under League of Nations
· divided East Prussia from the rest of Germany: tension
· active Nazi support in Danzig
Economics
· Four-Year Plan: unsuccessful
· large firms profited
· insufficient military production
· less than the Nazis had wanted
· army commanders vs. workers’ support
· January 1937: butter and margarine rationed
· early 1939: state control of fruit, eggs, coffee, bread, meat; limited consumer goods
· push for rearmament was problematic – came at a price
· possible loss of support
· summer 1939: economic crisis
Solution?
· war: Lebenstraum
· more resources
· pillage other countries
· increases morale
Late 1930s: Increasing German Agression
· March 1938: Anschluss (‘Union’ – annexation)
· Brought Austria into the German Reich as the ‘Eastern March’ (Ostmark)
· German forces did not meet any opposition when they entered Austria
· they were welcomed 
· one problem:
· Hitler had evaded military service in Austria in 1913
· tried to have the record of his evasion expunged, but failed
10 April 1938: Anschluss referendum
· Germany and Austria
· ‘Do you agree with the March13, 1938, reunification of Austria with the German Reich, and do you vote for the party of our leader Adolf Hitler?’
· 99% of people in both countries voted ‘Ja’ (‘yes’)
· veneer of legality
Late 1930s
· international tensions
· German aggression
· going very well for Hitler
· 1938: conservatives squeezed out of Hitler’s government
· Joachim von Ribbentrop: Foreign Minister
· Hitler declared himself to be commander and chief of the armed forces
· push on for Lebensraum
Czechoslovakia and the ‘Munich Crisis’
· Sudetenland
· strategic value
· Germany border with the East
· substantial German population
· ideas being promoted in Sudetenland by Sudeten German Party
· foundation was laid 
· August-September 1938: rising tensions
· Czech military mobilization
· when a country officially mobilizes, they are saying they are ready for war
· Hitler’s ultimatum: Czechs withdraw from Sudetenland by 28 September 1938, or face a military invasion
· Czechs and their allies concerned
‘Munich Crisis’
· prompted by ultimatum
· British Prime Minister: Neville Chamberlain
· saw threat of war in ultimatum
· Britain and allies determined Hitler/threat of war must be stopped
· tried to intervene
· Hitler: ‘if France and England want to strike… let them go ahead, I don’t give a damn’
· Encouraged anti-Czech sentiment in Germany
· ‘Fuhrer command, we will follow!’
· huge rally in center of Berlin
· Army disagreed: secret coup d’etat planned by dissenting generals
· didn’t think Germany was ready to take on France and Britain
Munich Conference
· German claim to the Sudetenland
· diplomatic solution
· 30 September 1938: ‘Munich Agreement’
· gave Sudetenland to Germany (because of mostly German population)
· Czech security by Germany, Britain, France and Italy
· German forces had to stay out
· Hitler found this humiliating
· does not like democracy, wants to see action
· Munich Agreement
· Britain and Germany agreed ‘never to go to war with one another again’
· Chamberlain:
· ‘peace with honour’, ‘peace for our time’
· threat of war averted
· Goebbels:
· ‘The world is filled with a frenzy of joy. Germany’s prestige has grown enormously. Now we are really a world power again. Now, it’s a matter of rearm, rearm, rearm…’
· ‘Appeasement’?
· Would this agreement guarantee peace for Europe? NOPE
Toward War
· Hitler ‘psychological rearmament’
· return to ‘spirit of 1914’
· March 1939: occupation of Prague (Czechoslovakia)
· occupied country
· Chamberlain: ‘a quarrel in a far-away country between people of whom we know nothing’
· countries who had sworn to protect Czechoslovakia did not react
· Hitler’s promises?
· demonstrated to France and Britain that Hitler’s signature on a piece of paper was basically worthless
· Contain Germany?
· Britain and France began to think about how to prevent the spread of Germany
· could look to Soviet Union to contain Germany from the East
· not good relationship with B and F
· mutual suspicion 
· Chamberlain still believed peace could be negotiated
· Stalin: began negotiating with Hitler
Negotiations
· 22 May 1939: ‘Pact of Steel’
· between Germany and Italy
· in preparation for war
· ‘mutual military and economic support if attacked
· agreement with Romania for oil
· Sweden and Norway: iron ore
· Hitler ‘further success cannot be won without bloodshed’ (23 May 1939)
· problem: Germany was not ready
· did not have the resources
The ‘Polish Crisis’
· Danzig: city must be reunited with Germany
· Goebbels: hate campaign against Poland; Hitler as ‘man of peace’
· Winter 1938-39: German negotiations with Poland – Poland fearful, refused
· 15 March 1939: German occupation of Czechoslovakia
· 29 march 1939: British guarantee of security to Poland
· Hitler: ordered plan to invade Poland on 1 September 1939
Problems and Plans
· Germany not ready for full-scale war
· Hitler wanted alliance with Britain (or neutrality)
· had to decide if he was prepared to take on Britain or if he could get them to declare neutrality
· obviously that didn’t happen
· If not: needed neutrality with USSR
· could not face threat from both sides
· would not be able to fight on two fronts – split up resources
· August 1939: Hitler decided to
· first ‘smash the West’
· then ‘turn against the Soviet Union with my combined forces’
· summer 1939: downplayed anti-Bolshevism
· focused on threat of British
· Ribbentrop negotiated with Molotov
Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Treaty
· 23 August 1939
· No war for 10 years
· settle disputes by negotiation
· increase trade
· Russia required to return German political refuges
· German communists who had fled
· sent back to Germany and promptly incarcerated 
· Why?
· Stalin:
· avoid invasion of Russia
· 1930s purges – meant USSR lacked expertise and technology
· bought time to rearm
· hoped for capitalist war of mutual destruction (Germany/France/UK)
· Hitler
· could only fight a war on one front
· no Russian interference in Poland
· raw materials for Germany
· secret protocol: ‘spheres of influence’ between Germany (to get western Poland) and USSR (to get eastern Poland and Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania)
War
· Hitler: ‘Now Poland is in the position in which I wanted her… I am only afraid that at the last moment some swine or other will yet submit to me a plan for mediation.’
· 1 September 1939; German forces invaded Poland
· 3 September 1939: Britain and France declare war
· honour commitment to Poland
· Hitler: ‘I now wish to be nothing other than the first soldier of the German Reich’
· victory or death
Public Reaction
· Nazis: ‘Second Act’ after 1914-1918
· little enthusiasm for war:
· Treaty of Versailles had failed
· memories of Great War very fresh across Europe
· ‘Blitzkreig’ (lightning war): Germany ready for 9-12 months of fighting
· quick war
· 1939-1941: German success
· as long as there were successes, public morale and support for the country remained strong
· 1942-1945: Allied victories


The Third Reich at war 
Introduction 
• Foreign policy: central to third reich goals (engaging without other countries was not possible)
 • War world domination -racial and foreign policies closely connected: “race” and “space” -economic policy: rearmerment (guns vs. butter) • War: realize mans potential (fascism) 
• Late 1930s: -rearmament, territorial expansion -munich agreement (September 1938) -Polish crisis (spring 1939) -Nazi soviet non aggression treaty (august 1939) 
• 1 september 1939: invasion of Poland -blitzkrieg: reagy for 9-12 months of war -little public enthusiasm Defeat of Poland 
• Warsaw: saturation bombing
• Poland Divided: was split up to east to USSR, West to Germany, Remainder- General government 
• Racial purification (started when they took over Poland) -resettlement of ethnic Germans giving them priority, explusion of people from their homes/businesses, Jewish ghettos 
• Himmler, May 1940: “for the non-German population of the East there must be no higher school than 4th grade elementary school. Goal is to have simple arithmetic, write own name, devine law to obey the Germans, to be honest, industrious and good. Reading was not necessary” Winter 1939-1940: Phoney war/ sitzkrieg (sitting war) 
• Western Europe: Hitler postponed campaign to spring 1940, focused on Scandinavia 
• USSR conquered Finland (with difficulty) many casualties • German Victories: -8 April 1940: Denmark surrendered -14 April 1940: Norway capitulated • Sweden: Neutral Fall of France 
• 10 May-22 June 1940 • France divided • Signed the treaty in a railcar admitting defeat. Goebbels: “this disgrace is now extinguished. It’s a feeling of being born again. France and After 
• 27 may-4 June 1940: Dunkirk evacuation 
• 10 May 1940: Winston Churchhill replaced Neville Chamberlain 
• Churchill: “Hitler knows that he will have to break us in this island or lose the war. If we can stand up to him all Europe may be free…. Let us brace ourselves to our duty and bear ourselves so that the british commonwealth and empire lasts a thousand years men will say, “this was their finest hour” War 
• Battle of Britain: aerial bombing- the blitz 
• Operation sealion (planned invasion of Britain, postponed) 
• Bombing continued eg. Coventry (13-14 November 1940) • September 1940: tripartite pact with Italy and Japan 
• Hungary, Romania and Slovakia 
• 10 June 1940: Italy Joined war USSR 
• Romania: Oil 
• Hitler “if I don’t get the oil of Maykop and Grozny, then I must finish the war” -Mid-december 1940: planning for Operation Barbarossa 
• Army commanders: “working toward the fuhrer” 
• Army (wermacht): propaganda- Fuhrer’s mission 
• Devine will 
• Nazi belief in struggle, Darwinian survival of the fittest 
• Army discipline and “blind obedience” encouraged through radio messages


The Third Reich at War
USSR: ‘Operation Barbarossa’
· 22 June 1941: attack on USSR
· delayed campaign in the Balkans
· thought the red army was weaker than it actually was
· couldn’t get ahead with Britain
· needed resources (oil) from USSR territory
· Russians were unprepared
· Hitler had initial success, but then the tide turned against him
· Moscow (October – December)
· rain, cold weather
· German army was prepared for a summer campaign – not prepared for winter
· eventually had to retreat : first major defeat
· failed to take Soviet capital
· civilians donated winter clothing
· Hitler: ‘World history was not made by weather’
· didn’t accept that there was any problem
· continued to believe army commanders were cowardly
· Napoleons history made by the weather
· same shit – couldn’t take Russian winter
· dismissed Field Marshall von Brauchitsch and took control himself
· 7 December 1941: Pearl Harbor
· role of Japan?
· end of American isolationism 
· Japanese interests unclear
Turning Points
· three major Axis defeats
· 1. naval battle of Midway – Japan lost to USA  (4-7 June 1942)
· air carriers
· 2. Italy and Germany North Africa
· Suez Canal
· autumn 1942: El Alamein – German defeat
· opened up Mediterranean to the allies
· 3. spring 1942: new campaign against USSR
· winter of 1942-1943: Germans encircled at Stalingrad
· Hitler: no surrender
· 100,000 killed; 113,000 prisoners (6, 000 returned after war)
Decline of the Fuhrer Cult
· Stalingrad: public opinion?
· public told that army fought to the end, sacrificed bravely
· did damage to Hitler’s image
· more men had died from disease and exposure than in conflict
· reality clashed with the stories told to civilians
· loss of credibility for other things the Regime was telling the people
· Hitler blamed others: General Paulus, Romania, Hungry, Italy, France
· people figured out they were being lied to
· open civilian anger against Hitler himself
· little police response
· civilian expectations of defeat, fears for future
· soldiers/officers remained loyal and ideologically committed
· Hitler’s response: growing brutality against German people: ‘weakness’
· momentum toward genocide
Allied Resurgence
· 24 January 1943: Germany must give unconditional surrender
· Allies needed foothold in Europe
· Summer 1943: Sicily
· Mussolini dismissed
· 3 September 1943: Italy surrendered
· 28 April 1945: Germany officially defeat in Italy
D-Day Landings
· June 1944: northern France – ‘Operation Overlord’
· pas-de-Calais bombed
· as a diversion
· 6 June 1944: Allied troops landing on Normandy beaches
· Hiter: refused to allow reinforcements
· End of June: Allies held Cherbourg
· 24 August 1944: Free French forces entered Paris
· France returned to France control
· Mid-September: France re-conquered by Allies – moved in to Germany
War on the Homefront
· morale, economy, food, bombing
· civilian morale: tried not to repeat mistakes of First World War
· severe shortages: food and raw materials
· low morale
· monitored public opinion closely via SD reports
· 1939: little enthusiasm for war: anxiety, apathy
· homefront: aimed for ‘business as usual’ – results?
· support for Hitler so conditional – dependant on success
War Economy
· December 1941: Allies out-produced Axis by over 300%
· 1942-1944: Increased war production
· Albert Speer: new Minister for Weapons and Munitions
· spearheaded total mobilization of German economy
· better coordination of resources
Food and Clothing
· food and clothing rationed
· April 1942: rations reduced
· civilian dissatisfaction (Hitler ignored)
· growing black markets
· ‘balcony pigs’
· gave each family a rabbit
· to eat all their scraps and fatten up so the family could eat them
· 1943-45: bread, potatoes, vegetables
· desperation: nettles, acorns, ‘roof rabbits’
· roof rabbits: people ate their cats or their neighbours cats
· Non-Aryans received even less
· pretty much the only non-Aryans that were left were the ones who were married to Aryans
Aerial Bombardment and Morale
· May 1942: first Allied ‘thousand-bomber raid’ – on Cologne: shock
· summer 1943: increased Allied bombing
· incendiary bombs: fire storms
· Hamburg: 40-50,000 civilians died; 40,000 injured
· 61% homes destroyed; 10% industries (1.8 months of production. made up elsewhere)
· 131 German cities bombed
· Dresden and Cologne – culturally vital cities
· about 600,000 civilians killed in Germany over all
· 7.5 million rendered homeless
· impact on morale?
· goals? success?
State Response
· civilian morale: emergency planning
· hot drinks, soup kitchens, one set of clothing
· provided by party and municipal officials and NSV, NSF
· ‘immediate care awakens above all a feeling of security in these people’
Civilian Evacuation
· over 12 million evacuated in Germany
· and France (1.2 million)
· problems
· unwelcome in reception areas
· regional and social class differences
· rural/urban tensions
· resistance to evacuation orders
· homefront morale eroded despite official efforts
Total Mobilization
· 1942-1945: loss of confidence, war-weariness
· decline of Fuhrer cult
· jokes circulating
· Q: What is the difference between the sun and Hitler? A: the sun rises in the East, Hitler does down in the East
· Q: Whats the difference between India and Germany? a: in India, one person starves for everybody (Gandhi), in Germany everyone starves for one person
· propaganda: less effective
· Russians: ‘subhuman’?
· German civilians working side-by-side with Russians – questioned characterizations and stereotypes
· May 1943: Allied ‘Dambusters’ raid on Mohne and other dams (Ruhr valley) – ‘bouncing bombs’
· German superiority questioned
· effects electricity, industry, flooding
· Nazis blamed Jews
· claimed bouncing bomb thing was a Jewish plot
· backfired
· Goebbels – February 1943: complete militarization of society – restore morale after Stalingrad
· ‘socialism’ – no distinction between home and war fronts
· emphasizing need of German people to work together
· women workers mobilized – required to register for work: ideological tensions
· Laws for the Protection of Mothers in Gainful Employment (May 1942)
· shorter hours for pregnant and nursing women
· six weeks of maternity leave
· problem was that there were not that many more German women to enter the work force
· most were already working
· separation allowances
· no economic necessity for women to work
Forced Laborers
· mostly from occupied territories, esp. USSR
· 10-12 million people deported to work in factories/agriculture
· 1944: 7.6 million foreign workers in Germany (1/3 women)
· foreign workers – low morale
· very badly paid, if at all
· extremely badly treated
· many worked virtually to death
· racial policies – different conditions, wages, food
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