Lecture 6 
1873: we have just had the American Civil War 
1876: Great battle known as Little Big Horn 
John A MacDonald: PM at the time, began to consider creating a police force of some sort in the summer of 1873 in a place near Cypress Hills in Sask because of a massacre from the Americans 
May of 1873: Sir John A introduces a bill to introduce the Northwest Mountain Police
June: Cypress Hills Massacre
September: first 9 officers are hired
March 1874: Colonel French is instructed to recruit a compliment of 3 divisions totalling 150 men and they begin the Great March in July 1874 – go to the East into the vast Plains, Fort Whoopup known today as Lethbridge Alberta 
· By the time they got there, threat of them coming had cleared out the whiskey traders letting them have success fromt he very beginning
· Primary task was to get there and they did, created a visible presence which expelled whiskey traders, asserted the sovereignty of Canada such as it was at that time
· Mountees should be perhaps lotted for creating peace but in that period they created peace in a potentially extremely violent scenario with almost no resources 
Jerry Potts – baddest man in the West, managed to escape some of the craziest battles on the frontier
Citizens were not happy with police because they said it affected their trade as traders did not want to enter a place where they couldn’t have fun, other citizens were happy with them because it was now civil and safe
Normally the eldest son was the one who would inherit the money, the rest of the family had to look for other things to do – they would remit money to them in distant places, send them off to have adventures and they would essentially get paid to be out there
Red River Rebellion – 1869 establishment of a provisional government by the Métis leader Louis Riel and his followers at the Red River Colony, in what is now the Canadian province of Manitoba
· When Louis Reil came back 14 years later after exile, he led the northwest rebellion of 1885, the local Canadian militia and also northwest mountain police were involved in those altercations
End of 19th century when Mountees had more than done their job, terrific job in the West, some in retrospect thought they were a force of discrimination who were imposing the racist attitudes of the white supremacists in parliament and the Indians on reserves 
· If you look at it cooly and calmy, in some cases by segregation they created a workable passifism and did in fact evict the whiskey traders, upholded the law and kept the community safe
· They were nation builders, helped consolidate Canadian borders 
· 1890: Canadian gov didn’t have a single official permanently based int he far NE (Yukon, Alaska area)
· Federal gov still considering a role for police decided to send an inspector and staff sergeant up to Yukon to look at things and see what was going on
· Alot of Americans were coming into that area and leaving with traces of gold that were turning up and they were taking valuables with them out of Canadian territory
· Sovereignty was in question because there was an absence of a federal presence: no police officers, no customs 
· Canadian gov dispatched a party of 20 men in summer of 1895, that was very timely because within a year two people discovered Gold near the mouth of the Klondike River 
· Imposed the One Tonne Rule 
· If you wanted to come in you had to have 1000 dollars/pound of food and supplies or the equivalent in cash to look after yourself
· Couldn’t just look after yourself and be a parasite
· Nobody could carry guns, if they had a gambler in the saloons and the person was more or less not to be suppressed they would issue a blue ticket and the guy was deported out of the Yukon
· Mounties devised that to deal with the situation
· First members of the Police, fought at the Red River Rebellion, stationed in Kingston at one point = Sir Sam Steele
· Fought at Batosh in the last battles on our soil where he defeated Big Bears? At loon lake
· Took over for Constantine, created the One Tonne Rule
· Became famous 
· Mounties have been the subject of numerous movies
· Do South – TV Show 
· RCMP Horse Ride has been famous around the world 
· As early as 1936 there was a movie filmed on Lake Louise called Rosemary and the recording of the hit song Indian Love Call sold millions

