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Sept 9
Video: the psychology of Batman: 
Universal emotion of fear, young batman develops fear of bats and kids personalize events (take responsibility) so he feels guilty about the death of his parents. His fear of bats brought them to the alley where they were killed. He loses his sense of security at a very young age (A: never gonna be safe, gonna take care of manners myself COURTROOM) He wants to AVENGE parents’ death but not REVENGE (goal is to stop crime) 
Bruce Wayne = Teddy Roosevelt 
Batman embodies the shadow side (good vs evil in all of us) Bruce Wayne = socially acceptable side 
Bat = symbol of evil, devil, death
He took the negative symbol and owned it (made it his, good) 
Batman controls himself (controls his impulses) so he doesn't kill anyone. Strong capacity for self-regulation
He recognizes the line dividing justice and injustice (operates within a moral code)
Batman's villains also faced a tragedy but didn't react the same way to it(get payback for bad thing vs make sure it doesn't happen to anyone else) 
Narcissistic individuals want to be noticed (the villain that leaves clues through cards in Batman)
The joker represents Chaos, randomness, like playing cards. You can't justify his motives. He has no motivation for crime (not wealth, not power) 
Batman was victimized but is not a victim 
Notion of shadow life (keep things from people)
The creator of Wonder woman (William Moulton Marston, a psychologist) invented the polygraph. A superhero that doesn’t use violence (whole idea of Criminology)

Vigilantism: taking the law into your own hands 
Taught at a very young age not to be a stitch but at the same time told not to take manners into our own hands 

Overdramatization of Crime (By the media, feature the most dramatic to boost views)
Creates the view that crime is rampant and violent
· Crime Waves : crime is rampant
· Overreporting of (violent) crime : crime is overly violent
Crime myths 
· Racial and Ethnic Minorities : people of color are more involved in crime and drugs and less likely to be victims 
· Youths: Teens are very involved in violent crime
· Virtuous victims: Crime victims are virtuous 
Problems in media coverage
1) Interviewing people who agree with reporter’s point of vue
2) Non neutral language to refer to criminals
3) Presenting misleading data
4) Neglecting white collar crime
5) Not providing social and/or historical context for crime story
Effects of media coverage
· Public ignorance: Think crime is increasing
· Public fear and concern: greater public concern  urges more spending on crime
· Obscuring underlying forces
· Diversion from White-Collar Crime
· Racial and Ethnic Stereotyping  
Fear of crime : 
Structural factors : level of social integration (how well you know thy neighbor), living conditions (dilapidated) and proportion of non whites 

Individual characteristics : Age (older = more afraid) Sex (women = more afraid) PHYSICALLY VULNERABLE, Race (minorities = more afraid ; more likely to live in big cities with high crime rates). Poor = more afraid (more likely to live in high crime area)

Consequences : weakens social ties within communities, leads to mistrust of others, move away from high-crime areas and threatens the economic viability of neighborhoods , take many precautions not to be victims (dogs, guns, changing the way we live)

Public rating of the seriousness of crime are important for legislative policy making and judicial decisions on punishment 
Punitive view on how criminals should be punished (blacks less punitive than whites (especially death penalty) whites = racial prejudice)

views about the police 
· Stopped by the police = more negative views about the police
· Poor = more negative
· Minority = more negative 
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What is Crime?

What do Criminologists do? 
Criminology: body of knowledge regarding crime as a phenomenon. Included the processes of making and breaking laws and reacting to the breaking of laws… The objective of crime is the dev. of a body of gen. and verified principles and other types of knowledge regarding this process of law, crime and treatment
Criminology
Studies criminal behavior (causes, patterns, control of) 
Uses methods of established social science (records, experiments, surveys, historical data, content analysis) 
Is interdisciplinary (sociology, criminal justice, psychology, political science, anthropology, economics, the natural sciences) It affects and is connected to so many fields of study 

Goals of criminal law
· Help keep the public safe from crime and criminals (to prevent and control crime and criminal behavior)
· Articulate our society’s moral values and concerns 
· Protect the rights and freedoms of the nation’s citizenry 

Criminal statistics (create valid and reliable measures of crime) 
Sociology of law (history of law, law reform) 
Theory construction (predicting criminal behavior) 
Criminal behavior systems (Determine the nature and cause of specific crime patterns) 
Penology (Correction and control of criminal behavior: PENAL SYSTEM)
Victimology (Nature and cause of victimization) 

Criminal Justice System: Study involves describing, analyzing and explaining the agencies of justice: Police, Courts and Corrections

Some concepts about society
Norms are rules and expectations by which a society guides the behavior of its members. They may be either prescriptive (Don't) or proscriptive (DO's)
There are two special types of norms that were identified by William Graham Sumner: Mores (morays) (Right and Wrong) and Folkways (Right and Rude) (ex. : returning a stolen wallet vs. getting up for the elderly in the bus) 
As we internalize norms, we respond critically to our own behavior through shame or guilt.

Social Control: societies restraint of norm-violating behavior (Formal and Informal methods of social control)
Formal: state organizations, policing  called laws 
Informal: church, organized religions, universities, family, friends

Crime: any form of human behavior that is designated by law as criminal and subject to penal sanction
Law: a rule with consequences
Rule of Law: We accept that laws are rules of society and when transgressed will have repercussions 

Deviance	
Deviant behavior violates social norms, is subject to social control, not all crime is deviant (Marijuana use), not all deviance is criminal (bystander apathy) 
Deviance is relative (monastery example or killing in wartime) and relative in space (place to place, IE sexual acts) 
Relative in time: same society, different time period. Might be deviant. IE cocaine use
Criminogenic: crime causing

John Hagan's typology of deviance of crime
3 variables 
Evaluation of harm
Agreement about the norm
Severity of societal response

Evaluation of Harm:	
Very harmful (sexual abuse of children)
Somewhat harmful (shoplifting)
Fairly harmless (illegal gambling) 

Agreement about the norm
3 levels 
High agreement (murder)
High disagreement (abortion)
Confusion or apathy (copyright violation) 

Severity of Societal Response
3 levels
Severe (life imprisonment)
Moderate (short jail term, community service, demerit points)
Mild (small fine) 
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Legalistic definitions of Crime: A crime is any intentional act or omission in violation of the criminal law, committed without defense or justification and sanctioned by the state

Problems with this definition : some crimes are not intentional, 

Labeling definition: not the quality of act but the label that others attach to the act

Criminal act + conviction = criminal
No criminal act + conviction = criminal
Criminal act + no conviction = 

Chambliss The Saints and Roughnecks (1973) 
· Saints – Middle-class
· Roughnecks-Lower-class
· Same levels of delinquency
· Different treatment by society (good kids sowing their wild oats vs. good for nothing roughnecks that would later become criminals, not amount to anything)
· The Saints become lawyers, managers, doctors : MIDDLE CLASS. The roughnecks don’t get anywhere (because of how they were treated?)

Consensus Theory (Legalistic) 
· Criminal law reflects agreed upon values of society (represent and protect the interests of all members of society)
· The law is fair
· People are treated fairly under the law
· Consensus viewpoint is predominant in North American criminology
· Focuses on the traditional conceptions of crime (murder, property offenses)

Conflict Theory	
· Laws reflect the power and economic structure of society
· Laws protect vested interests (stay at the top)
· Law enforcement is directed at the underdog, not the powerful;
· Public does not agree
· Focus should be on the crimes of the rich and powerful (environmental crime, treatment of workers, consumer fraud, crimes against humanity) but laws labeled criminal is conduct by the poor that threatens the interests of the powerful

Interactionist
· Laws are constantly changing
· Laws result from interaction among individuals and groups
· Moral entrepreneurs try to get their values enacted in law.
· Being labeled deviant may promote further deviance (You’re a criminal, you’ll always be a criminal)
· Focus is on the process of deviance and changing definitions (Why can we smoke Tabaco but not marijuana) 

Defining Crime
Crime is a violation of societal rules of behavior as interpreted by a legal criminal code created by people holding social and political power. Individuals who violate these laws are subject to sanctions by state authority, social stigma and loss of status.

Critical Approach
Crime is function of political and economic inequalities produced by a capitalist mode of production
Includes human rights violations, crimes of the powerful, ISM’s (sexism, racism) and poverty

Types of Crime
Mala in se : evil in themselves (IE killing)
Mala prohibita : wrong only because prohibited by law (IE drug use)

Criminal intent
2 things must be proven for to be found guilty Actus Reus (actual act, you did it) and Mens Rea (guilty mind, criminal intent, you broke the law willingly (IE no mental handicaps or gun to your head) 

Legal defenses to Criminal Liability 
· Accident or mistake (not an excuse)
· Ignorance (you didn’t know the law, not an excuse except mistake of fact (think package))
· Duress (fear for one’s life or safety)
· Self-defense 
· Entrapment (commit a crime only because law enforcement agents induced you to) 
· Insanity 
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Patterns of Criminality and Methods of Gathering Crime Statistics 
Crime Patterns in Canada: Official State Statistics, Uniform Crime Reports, Why do Crime statistics change, victimization surveys
Crime Rates

Seasonal and climatological variations 
· Summer = more crime
· Summer heat can cause tempers to flare
· Interact more with people so more opportunities
· Empty homes = lucrative (on vacation or windows open) 


Criminological Research
Criminological knowledge is based on science, a logical organized method of obtaining information through direct, systematic observation. Scientific knowledge is based on empirical evidence, information that is directly verifiable.

Research Design
A research Method is a strategy for systematically conducting research.

Concepts, variables and measurement.
· Concepts are mental constructs that represent some part of the world, inevitably in a simplified form.
· Variables are concepts whose value changes from case to case.
· Operationalizing a variable is the process of developing the measure to be used in gauging a variable.

Measurement and Relationships
· Measurement requires reliability-the quality of consistent measurement and validity-the quality of measuring precisely what one intends to measure.
· Relationship among variables
· Cause and effect is a relationship in which change in one variable causes change in another. (Affects directly) 
· Correlation exists when two (or more) variables are related in some way. (Indirect) 
Poverty and crime is a correlation (not all poor rob)

Relationship between Variables
· Cause    ---- Effect
· Independent Variable   ------- Dependent Variable

Limitation of Scientific Research
· Human behavior is too complex to allow criminology to predict any individual’s actions precisely.
· Because humans respond to their surroundings, the mere presence of a researcher may affect the behavior being studied.
· Social patterns change constantly; what is true in one time or place may not hold in another.
· Because criminologists are part of the social world they study, objectivity in social research is especially difficult.
· Subjective interpretation is always an important element in criminology analysis. 

Type of Research	
· Qualitative Research
The nonnumerical examination and interpretation of observations for the purpose of discovering underlying meanings and patterns of relationships
· Quantitative Research
The numerical representation and manipulation of observations for the purpose of describing and explaining the phenomena that those observations represent

Survey Research 
· Uses interviews and questionnaires
· Is cross-sectional (compares different groups at one point in time)
· Measures attitudes, opinion, beliefs, values and behaviors 

Limitations of Survey Research
· How do you find a representative sample?
· Will people respond to your survey? (20% response rate average)
· Will people tell the truth about their behavior and opinions? (Not accurate, criminals lie)
Longitudinal Research
· Studies the same group (cohort) over a period of time. (Prisoners on parole)
· May use diaries, interviews health and employment records.
· Time-consuming.
· Sample attrition (People drop out of the research. IE. Prisoners back in jail) 

Aggregate Data Research
· Government statistics, social indicators, uniform crime reports.
· Used to detect relationships and trends. (Unemployment rates and crime rates) 
· Can you depend on the agencies taking the count or are they biased? (IE country in Africa)

Experimental Research (Think pornography study)
· Requires willing subjects (human guinea pigs)
· Needs an experimental and control group for comparison.
· Subject must be randomly assigned to groups.
· Seeks out cause and effect under highly controlled conditions, Typically experiments are explanatory, that is, used to test hypotheses, unverified statements of a relationship between variables. 

Difficulties with Experimental Research	
· Is it ethical?
· Is it realistic?
· Can you generalize from such a small group?
· Can you really control all the relevant factors?




Quasi-experimental Research
· Uses a real situation for experimental purposes (I.E. compare the recidivism rates of young offenders send to boot camp or given community service.
· Hard to control assignment to group

Observational Research
· Participant observation ( Join the group you wish to observe for a first-hand look
· Non-participant observation (Go undercover) 
Difficulties with Observational Research
· It may be dangerous
· Is it ethical?
· How will you affect the behavior of the group?
· It is extremely time-consuming.
Interviews
· In depth interviews with criminals (Serial killers)
· Very time-consuming
· How do you gain the trust of the criminal?
· How do you avoid being used by the criminal?
Ethics
· How may the research affect other people’s lives?
· Who will be studied?
· What pressure is placed on research by funding agencies and vested interests?
· Do you have informed consent?
· Are you free to not participate?
· Do they know what they are getting into?
Other Methods
· Archival/Historical: Using existing sources is a research method in which a researcher utilizes data collected by others.
· Meta-Analysis: A statistical analysis that review a large body of extent literature.
· Case study : In-depth investigation of one or few phenomenon.
· Cyber Research. New information technology and the Internet provide researchers with up-to-date resources.
Uniform Crime Reports (UCR)	
· Collected by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics
· 1962: aggregate (summary) data collected each month from all police forces.
· 1984: revised UCR collects information about each crime, more detail, about half of police forces participate.
· Helps understand geographical distribution of crime
Collecting the UCR
· Incidence of crime
· Actual (reported) and founded (through investigation)
· Percentage change
· From year to year
· Crime rate (overcomes time and space problem except for small cities of less than 100k)
· # of crimes/population  100,000
· Clearance rate (by charge or otherwise)
· The Crime funnel (100% crimes committed, 37% reported to police, 14% crimes cleared, 3% conviction obtained)
Accuracy of the UCR	
· Reporting practices 
· Are people willing/able to call the police? (60% of crime is unreported and only 65% of calls are recorded so the numbers are smaller than actual crimes committed)  UNDERESTIMATION OF THE AMOUNT OF CRIME 
· Where are the white collar crimes?
· Citizens reporting practices (call more artificially raises crime rate)
· Law enforcement practices
· Are police cracking down on some crimes and not others? (target certain crimes) artificially raising official crime rate
· Zero tolerance policies (tickets for just about anything)
· Record more or less offenses = look crime is going up/down = we need more money/we do our job well
· Legal definitions
· Have the laws changed? (Texting and driving)
· Different places = different definitions 
· Media practices
· Do news stories encourage citizens to report more incidents? (yes, terrorism)
· Do news reports encourage police to crack down? (yes)
· Crimes cause a “feedback look” when they are publicized, changing the perceptions of the public and their willingness to report


Methodological practices
· How are the crimes counted?
· How do police decide if a crime is founded?
Self-report surveys
· People tell on themselves anonymously
· Used with captive audience (students, prisoners)
· Problems with accuracy (lying, forgetting, bragging)
· Emphasis is on minor offences, delinquencies.
· Are the most deviant least likely to respond?
· Cross-sectional: respondents only queried one point in time
· Ignores white collar crimes
Victim Surveys
· Began in 1980s
· Canadian Urban Victimization Survey (SUVS)
· General Social Survey (GSS)
· Violence Against Women Survey (VAWS)
· Includes questions about fear of crime. 
Problems with Victim Surveys
· Sampling
· Leaves out the poor and homeless
· Rich don’t participate
· Accuracy
· Under and over-reporting
· Focuses on crimes with victims
· Property and personal
Are these sources compatible?
NO
· Measure different things
· Survey rates higher than reported rates
· Self-report depends on honesty, accuracy and integrity
YES
· Are complementary
· May show similar trends
· Agree on serious crime and criminals
· Agree on location of crime

Males commit more crimes than females 
Females abduct more (their kids?)
Prostitution is more common among adults
Whites commit the most crimes but blacks commit disproportionate amounts of crime
The involvement in crime decreases with age (young people commit more crimes due to immaturity, need for money and peer influence)
Street-crime rates are higher among the poor than the nonpoor
Why blacks commit more crimes?	
· Subculture of violence (attitudes approving violence)
· Deficiencies in African-American family structure (absent fathers)
· Negative living social conditions (high poverty, unemployment, residential instability, etc) 
Latinos 
· Higher crime rates than non-Latino whites but lower than blacks
· Same reasons as above
· Why less crime (less poor, more immigrants in the neighborhoods, better relations with police, politicians, bank officials, neighborhoods less physically isolated from white areas)
Immigrants
· Lower rates of crime than nonimmigrants (stable employment, strong social institutions IE church)
Things we deem as real are real in its consequences –W.I. Thomas



General trends and patterns	
· Increases in property and violent crime from 1960 to 1990
· Decreases in violent and property crime since early 1990’s

National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS)
· Made to overcome the UCR problems
· Household survey
· Fallback: no commercial crimes, homicide or arson listed but lists some UCR doesn’t 
· Crime not reported to police = hidden crime (dark figure of crime)
· Much more accurate estimates than UCR
· Downfall: underreporting (forget/omit certain crimes OR certain crimes not listed OR excludes homeless and runaway teens who are victimized more)
· Downfall: overreporting (telescoping certain crimes)
· Downfall: omits white collar crimes
· Gives context of victimization and characteristics of victims
Black = more likely victimization
Young = more likely victimization
Male = more likely victimization
Most likely to be victimized by a nonstranger (and only a minority are intimate partners)
Why are people victimized?  (the habits, lifestyles, and behavioral patterns of potential crime victims enhance their contact with offenders and thereby increase the chances that crimes will occur)
· Deviant lifestyle theory
· Certain lifestlyes put people more at risk (hanging on the street, at bars)
College students = more chances of victimization
· Routine activities theory 
· Victimization requires 3 components (presence of an attractive target, presence of a likely offender and absence of guardianship) 
· So, eg, as vacation time increases, victimization should increase (more absent homes)

Deviant lifestyles and victimization:
· Increase chances of being victimized by being a criminal
· Hang out in high crime areas and with other criminals
· Instigate retaliation from a victim/victim’s family (especially criminals vs. criminals)
· Criminals cannot call the police
· Criminals have “attractive targets”
Physical proximity and victimization:
· If you live near hotspots (like bars and taverns), more likely to be victimized

Individual victimization traits 
· Low self control (impulsiveness; leads people to engage in risky behavior)
· Lack of social relationships (people without social ties are more likely to engage in and have opportunities to do social activities like bars = more victimization
· History of childhood problems because it increases offending (which increases victimization) and because it impairs social relationships and lowers self-control
· Puberty (1. Raises likelihood of offending 2. Spending more time with other teens in situations where victimization can occur IE away from home 3. Leads to emotional distress, they act in a way that angers other teens and provoke them to commit violence on said distressed teens) 
Costs and consequences
· Economic and medical costs (loss of items, health care, etc)
· Physiological consequences (depression, PTSD, pain, increased use of alcohol and drugs, etc.)
· Social and Behavioral consequences (victims of violence are more likely to offend, vicarious physical victimization too because of the strain they feel)
· Crime and the fear it generates weakens cohesion and informal control in the community (daily efforts by neighbors to watch out for each other)

The criminal justice system is like a second victimization (shut out of the process, have to tell story) 

Sept 25 - The State and Crime	

The State in Influx
· The State is an institution that claims the exclusive right to exercise force in a given territory through the use of the police and armed forces.
· Monarchy: transfers power from generation to generation with a single family. Earlier monarchies were absolute. Modern ones are generally constitutional.
· Democracy: generally is representative rather than fully participatory. Affluent industrial societies tend to be democracies.
· Authoritarianism: is a political system that denies popular participation in government
· Totalitarianism: is a political system that extensively regulates people’s lives.
Vagrancy Laws: William Chambliss	
England 14th Century (Church (stops looking after the poor), Black Plague (people are dying), Crusades (all the men are gone) )
Leads to Class Conflict
· The Vagrancy Laws constituted an abundance of cheap labor to England’s ruling elite, during a period when serfdom was breaking down and the pool of labor was depleting.  (if they catch you on the King’s land they gave you the option to work or go to jail) 
Criminal Law in Canada	
· British common law is a major source of law in Canada.
· Under BNA act (1867) only federal government can make criminal law. 
· Police of Canada Act (1868).
· Criminal Code of Canada (1892).
· Uneven development of law enforcement across Canada.
Classification of law
· Summary Offences (MISDEMEANOR, less than 1 year imprisonment): minor or petty offence (eg loitering), 6 months limitation on prosecution, Heard in provincial court, maximum fine = $2000, maximum sentence = 6 months
· Indictable Offences (FELONIES, more than 1 year imprisonment): Serious offences (eg murder), no limit on prosecution, preliminary hearing, may allow for jury trial, may be heard in the higher courts, higher penalties (2 years or more in prison) 
Functions of the Criminal Law
· Providing social control
· Discouraging revenge (Adversarial system of justice)
· Expressing public opinion and morality 
· Deterring criminal behavior 
· Specific deterrence (in a jail cell so can’t commit more crimes)
· General deterrence
· Maintaining the social order
The State Drugs and the Law
· Criminalization: refers to the current status in Canada where manufacturing, distribution, sale, and use of certain drugs are illegal.
· Legalization: to legalizing manufacture, distribution, sale, and use of currently prohibited substances. Propositions range from regulated sale and places of use (as is done with alcohol) to no regulation, putting full responsibility on the individual.
· Decriminalization: the elimination or substantial reduction of penalties for possession of drugs for personal use (i.e. no intent to sell or distribute). The manufacture, distribution, and sale of these same drugs would still be illegal.
· Harm reduction: refers to attempts at reducing the harm (physical, psychological and social) associated with drug use. Generally, under this view, drug use is most properly a health issue and should be handled within the medical, not the penal, community.
Who Used Opiates 1880-1890’s
· 60% females
· Average age (40)
· Educated and from the middle/upper classes
· More likely to be white
· TO DEAL WITH MENOPAUSE 
Narcotics Legislation
· Opium Act of 1908
· Origins with Mackenzie King Deputy Labor Minister
· Anti-Asiatic riots 1907
· Payment of compensation
· Finds that opium is easy to purchase
· Racial conflict
· Racial conflict + Cultural stereotypes
· = Drug Acts 

Another View 	
· Asians cheap labor
· Diffuses the growing power of unions
· Asians paid ½ of whites
· Gamble and smoked opium
· Legal but immoral
· Construction expansion over
· No need for excess labor forces
· Causes labor unrest 
Shift in User	
“The law would serve to socially construct a criminal pathology. The greater severity of punishment naturally led to increased business risks, risks that were passed on to the consumer in the form of high prices. The… addict became quite literally an individual who had to steal to support a craving. The legal creation of false scarcity was socially responsible for the self-fulfilling assertion – the … addict as lowly predator. “ Creates an addiction

Some conclusions
· Lack of political advocacy by the medical and scientific community on the behalf of the drug users.
· Vocal, racist, and politically powerful moral reform movement.
· International diplomacy relating to China.
· Specifically in the U.S.: an effort by the medical profession to gain control of prescribing powers. 
Political Crimes
· May be defined as the use of force, terror, violence, fraud, deception, economic pressure, bribery, or blackmail to create, maintain, or enhance the power, interests or ideology of a group, organization, or institution to the detriment or destruction of rival groups, often causing fear in and victimization of innocent people. (Can be committed by governments) 
· Crimes against the state
· Treason/Riots/Assassination
· Rosa Parks/Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
· Crime by the state 
· Human rights violations
· Concentration Camps
· Internment Camps
· Crimes against other groups
· Hate Crime
Defining Terrorism
· An act of violence.
· Political motive or goal.
· Perpetrated against innocent persons.
· Requires an audience whose reaction is fear and terror.
· The act of terrorizing: The use of force or threats to demoralize, intimidate and subjugate a population or peoples expressly as a political weapon or policy. 
Terrorism
· Terrorism is always a matter of definition
· Terrorism is usually the weapon of a weak group fighting a strong enemy
· State terrorism is the use of violence, generally without support of law, against individuals or groups by a government or its agents.
· Democratic societies are more vulnerable as targets of terrorism than are totalitarian societies. China can stifle it as it begins (Anti-Riot laws) no association amongst people
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