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THEORIES OF RELIGION

George Frazer (social anthropologist): Religion helps explain things otherwise unexplainable. “Animism”.

Sigmund Freud (psychologist): Religion exists because of people's weakness; result of psychological distress. 

Emile Durkheim (sociologist): “God is society, writ large”. Religion is the cement of society. “Functionalism”.

Karl Marx (political philosopher): Religion is a tool to fool the poor and oppressed. “Opium of the masses.”

Mircea Eliade (historian of religion): Religion articulates the difference between sacred and profane.

Religion - “Connection.”
Din (Islam) - “Way, path, direction, walking...”
Halakhah - “Way, path, direction, walking...”
A myth is not a lie.
Myth:

· Narrative

· Often with fantastic elements

· Foundational to a community

· Transmitting values

· Relevant to that community

Religion is the vehicle for transmitting myth.
HISTORY OF RELIGION
Religion claims to be: Eternal, ethereal, transcendent.

History claims to be: Temporal, situated, and contextual.
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WORLD RELIGIONS: PERCENTAGES 2007

Muslim 21.01

Hindu 13.26

Buddhist 5.84

Baha'is 0.12

Jews 0.23

Other 11.78

Non-rel. 11.77

Atheist 2.32

Catholic 16.99

Protestant 5.78

Orthodox 3.53

Anglican 1.25

Other Christians 5.77

“All religions change.”

· time

· history

· encounters

· wars

Judaism (or some form) has been around since the earliest form of civilization.

Judaism, despite being a minority in the world today, gave birth to Christianity and Islam and is therefore essential to theological history.

Christianity and Islam seek to convert, often aggressively, while Judaism does not. They have accepted converts, but did not seek to convert; this contributes to the small amount of Jews in the world today compared to the former two. Other factors include the promotion of Christianity through Constantine and the Holocaust, which killed 2/3 of all Jews. 

HISTORY OF HUMANITY (JUDAISM)

· Canaanites

· Assyrians

· Ethiopians

· Babylonians

· Persians

· Ishmaelites

· Greeks

· Pagan Romans

· Christian Romans

· Muslim Empires

WHO IS JEWISH?

· Religious Judaism

· Ethnic Judaism

· Sephardic

· Ashkenazi

Since Egyptians days, there have been non-religious Jews who follow the Jewish ways of life: Ethnic Jews. Sephardic Jews were from Spain and Portugal, pushed from Rome, of Semitic descent, suffering from the rise of Christianity and pushed out with the Muslims.

Ashkenai: From Eastern Europe.

Orthodox Rabbinic Judaism: A true Jew is one of a Jewish mother. Therefore, a convert is not Jewish, but his children are Jewish no matter what they practice or believe.

Reformed Jew: You are a Jew if you say you are (Liberal) or if one of your parents is Jewish (Conservative).

If one relates to Jewish history and self-identifies as a Jew... are they a Jew?

TERMINOLOGY

Avoiding Christian-centric terminology: BC-AD vs. BCE-CE.

Muslims count time as the years from their escape and with a lunar calendar, making this the year 1435. Jews use a solar calendar and count from Creation making this the year 5774.

Old Testament vs. Hebrew Bible/Tanakh (Torah: first fi T+N+K (Torah + Nevi’im + Ketuvim) = Tanakh.

Five books of the Hebrew Bible). 

BIBLICAL MYTH

· Genesis 1-11: Story of creation; Adam and Eve; Garden of Eden; apple and snake.

· The Flood and the Rainbow.

· Tower of Babel; separation of languages.

· Creation by God out of love and the subduing of chaos.

BIBLICAL LEGEND 

· Starts with Genesis 12.
· Abram/Abraham and Sarah.

· Ur.

· C. 1900-1700 BCE.

· 1st Patriarch (of Judaism, Christianity AND Islam).

· Abraham and Sarah approached by unknown god, to move to a new land, promised to be the father of a great nation.

· Settle in Canaan; find another civilization.

· From Hagar (their servant) was born Ishmael, because they thought Sarah was too old to bear sons. However, the god made it possible for Sarah to conceive, and she gave birth to Isaac.

· Ishmael is first-born; Isaac is true blood; two competing heirs.

· Sarah evicts Hagar and Ishmael from the house. They go to the South and are never seen again.

· Isaac's son Jacob, AKA Israelites

· * “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”: the three patriarchs.

· Israelites in Egypt.

· Jacob dreams of “wrestling” with God and is re-named Israel. Identities are generally altered through name change after encounter with God.

· * Famine in Israel has forced Israelites to settle in Egypt.

· At first they are welcome and accepted; then a new leader becomes suspicious; the Israelites are persecuted and enslaved.

· During “culling” of Israelites' first-born boys, a mother places her child in a basket upon the river Nile to save his life. 

· Saved by Egyptian princess; as a youth, he realizes he is Jewish. 

· One day he kills an Egyptian lord to save a Jewish boy and is exiled; he marries some nice lady in the desert.

· One day, walking in the desert, he sees a “burning bush”; upon approach, the bush speaks, commanding him to lead his people out of Egypt.

· God reveals his name for the first time: Yahweh. (No precise meaning; “I am who I am”; “To be”)

· * Exodus: 1250 BCE. Commands Jews to sacrifice a lamb and put blood on their doors (Passover).

· Parting of the Red Sea and death of Egyptian army (the “sea of reeds”, as written in the Hebrew Bible, but still a literal body of water, though specifics unknown).

· Israelites are now in Sinai, after escaping Egypt.

· * Torah= law; 613 commandments.

· Mitzvah= commandment; plural= mitzvot.

· Mosaic covenant (Treaty): God will protect/favour the people, and they will remain loyal/true to their one true god.
· Mt. Sinai: dictation of Torah to Moses.

· Settling in Canaan.

· Canaanite gods: Ba-al and Asherah.

· Henotheism vs. Monotheism.

· Henotheism: worship one true god, but acknowledge existence of others.

· No monotheism yet, therefore, no true Judaism yet.

· 12 tribes ruled over by “judges”.

· * From tribal to monarchial.

· Saul: self-proclaimed, first king of Israel; not effective or fantastic.
· David: second King (1000-960 BCE). Stable, united monarchy; most famous and loved king.

· Consolidates Israeli Kingdom.

· Jerusalem, captured, becomes capital of Kingdom.

· Jews “long” for a king like David; model king of peace and prosperity.
· Solomon, son of David (960-921 BCE) builds the First Temple
·  (931 BCE).

· Renowned for wealth, wisdom, and international power.

· Judaism becomes a temple/sacrificial religion.

· * Monarchy breaks down.

· Solomon's sons suck at being kings: too much taxation, etc.

· Kingdom broken back into tribes.

· North: Kingdom of 10 tribes (Israel).

· South: Kingdom of 2 tribes (Judah).

· North: North of the Dead Sea.

· Jerusalem is in the Kingdom of Judah.

· Political alliances shift and suddenly Israel has enemies.

· Assyrians destroy Northern Kingdom (721 BCE).
· The Exile: Babylonians destroy the Southern Kingdom (587 BCE) after taking over the Assyrians.

· Destroy Jerusalem and the First Temple.

· King Nebuchadnezzar: Israelites scattered.

· * Three features of new Judaism:

· a. Diaspora Jews: the scattered Jews, settling in places such as Asia Minor; incorporating Greek languages into Judaism. Main ancestors of Christianity.

· b. The Prophets: Reasons Judaism survives; answering questions of God's actions. The prophets blame the sin of the people, calling the Babylonians a tool of God to punish the people and call them back to their faith.

· c. Thus develops Monotheism; their god is with them, despite the fact that they are not in Israel; therefore he is the God of the World. The Septuagint (70 priests).

· King Cyrus of Persia, spreading his empire, seeks to repair Israel; constructs the Second Temple (515 BCE).

· Invites Israelites to return; some do, some don't. Those who do find a broken, lazy religion with no real leader.
· Ezra wishes to rebuild Judaism. He starts the collection of “authentic” scriptures in 430 BCE.

· * Clearly, Judaism.

· Greeks take over Persians and create an attractive culture (Hellenism). Think: Greek = America today.

· Maccabees very against Hellenism.

· * Greeks replaced by Roman domination in 2nd Century BCE: End of Jewish autonomy in Israel. 

· Sects:

· a. Sadducees (helped Rome rule; elites and priests).

· b. Pharisees (no power; grassroots, purity).

· c. Sicarii (revolutionary).

· d. Zealots (revolutionary; open war; heroes).

· e. Christians (followers of crucified Messiah: Jesus Christ; passive resistance).

· 66-73 CE: Jewish War. Rome sends 3 legions, which destroy Jerusalem and the Second Temple in 70 CE.

· 132-35 CE: Bar Kochba Revolt, squashed by Rome.

· Rome kicks all Jews out of Jerusalem and renames the city.
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70 CE: The Second Temple is destroyed.

Pre-70 Judaism: a different religion? :

· No third temple, ceases to be a temple religion.

· No priesthood.

· No sacrifice (gratitude to God).

· Moving into Rabbinic Judaism from temple Judaism.

· Synagogue replaces temple; prayer replaces sacrifice; dining room table replaces altar; purity exercised now in home.

· Talmud: Pharisee believe they have access to oral teachings given to Moses by God: the “oral Torah”, but a different teaching than the written Torah.

· After destruction of Torah, only sect left standing are the Pharisees, who newly define Judaism. 

Medieval Judaism

· 600-1600 CE.

· Growth under Muslim Empires.

· Christians pushed out of Muslim Empire.

· Christians consider Jews “Christ-killers”. Judaism “stubborn”, “irrelevant”. Treated Jews badly.

· Muslims treat Jews well.

· Christianity in its Dark Ages, while Judaism and Islam are at their peak in superiority. 

· Key Jewish philosophers: Saadia (12th Century), Judah Halevi (12th Century), Moses Maimonides (12th Century) (Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon= RMBM= Rambam).

· Maimonides: relationship of believer between reason and revelation. Maimonides argues there is always a way to reconcile the two, but where there isn't, reason prevails.

· Much in advance of Muslims and Christians.

· Relationship between free will and omnipotence. Do humans have free will over God? Or does he see everything before it even happens? Can God make a burrito so hot that even God can't eat it?

· Maimonides' most famous work: Guide for the Perplexed, originally written in Arabic.
Expulsion of Jews Eastward

· Jews caught in the middle of conflict between Islam and Christianity; Muslim in Spain and Christians trying to take it back.

· Jews pushed into Eastern Europe, especially to Poland. Expulsion by persecution and/or decree.

· Blood Libel: says Jews use blood of Christian children for rituals (Christ-killers). Belief that Jewish men menstruate as a punishment for this sin. 

· Germany in the 1200s: Jews accused of stealing the Eucharistic host (holy bread) and torturing it.

· 1290: Jews officially expelled from England.

· 1492: Jews officially expelled from Spain.

· High Jewish population in Eastern Europe, especially Poland.

· Poland embraces Jewish immigration because Jews are predominantly middle class.

· Jews form their own villages and a new language forms: Yiddish. German with Hebrew letters, result of Jews living in a new land.
Response to Persecution

· Mysticism (escapism)

· Hasidism (denial)

· Modern Scepticism (assimilation)

· Zionism (nationalism)
Mysticism (escapism)

· Kabbalah (13th cent.). Rabbi Simeon bar Yochai (3rd cent.) claimed to be the author, but it was really written by Moses ben Shentor of Leon.

· Mystical movements: non-mainstream. Reject boundaries between religions; all people are the same inside, separated only by culture; humanity is equal.

· Looked upon with cynicism for these benevolent views.

· Shabbatai Zvi (17th cent.) : “the new Jewish Messiah”, to lead Jews to freedom and autonomy. Captured by Vizier of Istanbul and chooses conversion to Islam over death. Still, his followers are true, and convert also.

· Messianism fading after Zvi.
Hasidism (denial)

· 18th cent.: Israel Ben Eliezer, Baal Shem Tov, master of the good name, Baal Shem, Besht.

· Ghettos: gated communities locked from the outside at night.

· Eliezer: “None of this is real.” Persecution is an illusion and God is everywhere. Being sad is disrespectful to God, therefore joy should be the response to suffering.

· Reputed to have healing power, by laying a hand on the sick or the crippled and speaking God's name, having mastered its use.

· Lubavitch Movement: common in North America (seen today in Montreal). Most common/visible sect of Hasidiam (black, top hats, long curl of hair, etc.).
Reform (assimilation) Sectarian
· Skepticism/science/rationalism.

· Jews wanting to participate in (German) society. 

· Moses Mendelssohn (18th cent.): these things are just culture (dress, food), and not the heart of Judaism.

· Sees Jews converting to Christianity and wishes to find a way for them to more easily keep Judaism.

· Jewish emancipation: set free from ghettos.

· Father of Felix Mendelssohn, the composer.

· Devotion to God is what really matters.

· Torah not relevant as a literal law, and to be liberally interpreted in the modern age. 

Conservative:

· 19th Century.

· Serve shellfish at a conference and some Jews refuse to eat this un-kosher food. So they establish Conservative Judaism.

· If something in Jewish tradition is “recent”, then it can be changed. But if it has been there since the beginning, this does not apply (kosher, Sabbath).

· Stricter: in between Reform and Orthodox.

Orthodox:

· 19th Cent.: Samson Raphael Hirsch: strict interpretation of Torah, which is the ultimate and cannot be contested.

Zionism (nationalism)

· Establishment of a nation: biblical image of Zion. State, language, army.

· Theodore Herzl (1860-1904). Mixed reception among Jews, even today. Holocaust somewhat changes this.

· There are also Christian Zionists.
Holocaust

· Anti-Semitism= racism.

· Building from Blood Libel of 12th cent. 

· Shoah: burnt offering, sacrifice: analogy of the Holocaust by some Jews.

· 1933: Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany, and increasing persecution and harassment of German Jews. 

· The armband/passport with a J, or an S for women.

· Nov. 9th/10th 1938: German/Polish Jew assassinates German ambassador. Kristallnacht/Night of Broken Glass. Communities destroyed, many Jews arrested.

· Judafrage: Jewish question.

· Hitler's answer: the Final Solution.

· Jews collected throughout Europe and sent to camps.

· Labour camps: worked to death.

· Death camps: gassing Jews en mass.

· Liberating armies find mass graves.

· Mass crematoriums.

· Auschwitz.

· 6 million Jews killed: 4 million in camps, others executed or died of starvation and/or disease.

· From 9.5 million to 3.5 million: 63% killed in Eastern Europe.

· Germany alone responsible for Holocaust, but West complicit.

· 1938: League of Nations (32 countries) discuss concentration camps, but no country was willing to take in Jewish refugees.

· 1939: St. Louis (ship of fleeing Jews) rejected all the way from Cuba to Canada, returns to Europe where half are killed. 

Modern Condition of Judaism

· Zionism supported by West in creation of state of Israel in 1948.

· Palestinians living there ignored.

· West must continue to support Israel, while surrounding Muslims remain hostile.

· Israel is not a Jewish state. 64% of Israelites are not religious (deeply secular Jews): religious minority.

· Criticism of the state of Israel is often seen as Anti-Semitism which is entirely untrue as it is not a Jewish state.
HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY

Life of Jesus

· In its earliest form, Christianity was a Jewish sect.

· Jesus was a Jew. His followers were Jews. “Christian” was just a Jewish sect following a Jewish messiah to transform Israel.

· Some believed the messiah would bring a military takeover of Rome. Some waited for a high priest to recreate the high temple. To the Christians, the messiah was peaceful.

· Christianity grew among non-Jewish gentiles.

· Rome dealt with the 12 or so claimed Jewish messiahs with crucifixion. 

· Jesus preceded by claimed Messiah John the Baptist.

· Jesus of Nazareth born in ~4 BCE.

· Galilee: “backwater” of Judea. Rebellion, Messianic claimants.

· Four Gospels.

· Jesus teaches, does miracles, makes enemies, and tells stories. 

· Goes to Jerusalem for Passover and meets his end a week later for: creating a ruckus? Or calling himself a king?

· The resurrection, physically, and then rises to Heaven.
Stage Two: Paul

· “Apostle to the Gentiles”. Opponent of Christians (as Messiah worshippers).

· Pharisee from Tarsus, Diaspora Judaism (Hellenistic), wrote in Greek. 

· Mission to convert gentiles to Judaism (40-55 CE).

· Gets rid of circumcision and Kashrut.

· Original Reform Jew.

· Growing number of gentiles converting to this new form of Judaism.
Christianity (2nd cent.)

· Gnostics: Jesus only appeared to be human. Gnosis saves you (knowledge of Jesus' true identity). Docetic: to appear, to seem. World split into duals: evil (matter) and good (spirit). These duals never meet, therefore Jesus was spirit and never really died. Pushed from Christendom and into Arabia. Perhaps where gnostic views in Islam come from.

· Marcion: Anti-Jewish. Demiurges behind creation and evil of Hebrew Bible. Wished to remove all Judaism from Christianity. Rejected Gospel of Matthew from his new canon, and other Jewish-promoting texts.

· Christianity a growing but persecuted minority. 

· Constantine becomes emperor, and so begins Orthodoxy and Heresy. 4th century. Picks a religion to bond his empire together. 3060337 CE.

· Night before battle in 306, he dreams of a message and a sign saying “conquer in this sign”.

· Chi-Rho/Labarum.

· Wins battle and becomes emperor.

· Converts to Christianity on his deathbed. But his first act is to make Christianity legal; then, later, as the one official religion. 

· Christianity growing because of these changes.

· Christian armies (a paradox, Jesus being a pacifist).
Imperial Christianity

- Edict of Milan, 313 CE: Christianity is legal= stability, church combined with state. 
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Christianity: now the ONLY legal religion of the empire. En masse conversion for jobs, taxes, etc. Political Christianity: Emperor is also bishop. Holy Roman Empire.

Debates and Creeds
· Creed: a statement of faith. Christianity is a creedal religion. 

· Jesus’ relationship to God was a central debate.

· Arius, from Alexandria, believed Jesus was not eternal but created; homoi-ousion: similar substance to God.
· Athanasius, from Alexandria, said Jesus was co-eternal (same eternity as God) and con-substantial (same substance as God). Homo-ousion: same substance as God. God the father, Jesus the son.

· Nicea (325 CE): Nicene Creed establishes concept of Trinity; Constantine officially sides with Athanasius. Co-equal father, son, and holy spirit. Not three gods; still monotheism, but Trinitarian. Three forms or manifestations of God.

After Nicea
· If Jesus is co-equal with God, what does that make Mary?

· Bishop of Alexandria believes theotokos (bearer of God).

· Bishop of Constantinople believes christotokos (bearer of Christ).

· Theotokos wins.

· 1854: Notion of Immaculate Conception; Mary was sinless when she bore Jesus. Does not refer to virgin birth, or to how Jesus was conceived. Term IC refers to how Mary was born, without sin. 

Relationship between human and divine aspects of Christ
· Nestorius: Christ had two persons, the human and the divine. Only human part was born; divine had always existed.

· Monophysites: the human element of Jesus was completely swallowed up into the divine one. One nature: mono + physis.

· Council of Chalcedon (451).

· Compromise between Rome and Constantinople.

· Jesus was one person (mono) but with the human and divine natures in him.

Fall of Rome
· Empire deteriorating.
· 476: Roman Empire declared officially dead.

· Holy Roman emperor/pope: supreme religious and political power.

· Christian missionaries establishing city-states loyal to Rome elsewhere, Western Europe, etc.

· 637: fall of Jerusalem to Umar (Muslim), who establish just treatment of non-Muslims.

· 1010: Church of the Holy Sepulcher burned down by a Muslim caliph.

· 1071: Turkish Muslims persecute Christians in Jerusalem.

· 1095: The first crusade, and perhaps the only legitimate one. However, it turns into a slaughter. Leaders become noble dictators.

· 1099: Crusades win back Jerusalem. Lost again in 1187 to Muslims.

· Changes hands several times in the 1200s.

East-West split
· Catholic: universal. Constantinople toppled by Romans because it wasn’t getting along with Rome. Constantinople was centre of Eastern Christianity, Rome was centre of Western Christianity. Eastern resentful of Rome and its wealth and power.

· 1054: Bishop of Rome wants absolute power over Christianity; Alexandria, Constantinople, etc. don’t agree.

· Constantinople toppled, Roman bishop eventually becomes pope.

Filioque clause 
· Roman Christians changed Nicene Creed.

· Belief in Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the father.

· Changes, adding “and the son” to the end.

· Filioque: “and the son”.

· This theological debate and the crusades lead to 1054: The official split of the bishop of Constantinople from the Bishop of Rome. 

· Creation of Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism.

· Eastern Christians take missions north; Roman Christians go to the West, trying to spread the use of Latin. 

· Orthodox Christians aren’t forcing Greek upon northerners, but rather combining languages. This creates the Cyrillic alphabet.

· Catholics have pope; Orthodox have primate (Latin for “first”); traditional theology (before 451). Distinctive art: 7th century divided between iconoclasts and iconodules. Icon: picture of God, Jesus or Trinity.

· Iconoclasts smash paintings and icons; iconodules argue that they are not worshipping the icons themselves but that the icons lead to God and aid in their prayer. Iconodules win.

Further Division
· Massive social change in Europe: Urbanization, literacy, growth of vernacular languages, printing press (1456).

· Society shifting from rural to urban, from peasant to trade. Population density means everything travels faster. Diseases, news, ideas, etc.
· Vernacular languages: local languages, many Latin-based. People demand translations of the Latin Bible, which is controlled by the Catholic Church. 

· As people become literate, they want their own bibles.

· Invention of printing press in Guttenberg. Bible is printed. Bibles universally acceptable and affordable.

· Church was controlling which bits of the Bible people heard; being able to read it for themselves raised a lot of questions.

· Ideas became accessible, transmittable and affordable.

· Martin Luther (1483-1546): a German Catholic from North of Germany.

· Corruption in Rome: selling Indulgences, building churches with money. When people read their Bibles, they realized the illegitimacy of Indulgences.

· 1517: 95 Theses of Luther posted to a church door in Wittenburg: direct challenge and refutation of many Catholic ideas. 

· Luther is imprisoned and excommunicated (1521). Example of politics mixing with theology; a German guy attacking Rome.
· Charged with political subversion.

· Diet of Worms.

Luther’s Radical Ideas 
· Sola fide/gratia: “by faith alone”, “by grace alone”. Humans can do nothing to affect salvation except to have faith. 

· Sola scriptura: “by scripture alone”. All practice and beliefs must be found in scripture.

· Creation of Protestantism.

· Similar groups: Jewish Karaites, the Muslim Wahhabis: scripture alone.

Effects of Luther’s protest: Protestant Reformation
· Local authority: multiple splintering within Protestantism: Calvin/Calvinism, Presbyterianism, Anabaptists, Mennonites, Puritans, Quakers, Baptists.

· Luther believes the church is made of the people, resulting in a formation of new churches. Hundreds of Protestant denominations.

· Anabaptists: people must be baptized twice.

· Calvinists: extreme “sola gratia”, pre-destination.

· Council of Trent: 1543-63, or counter-Reformation.yru
· Trying to reconcile, but failing. Indulgences are abolished, but not confession. Council effects little change.

· Henry VIII, King of England, wants to divorce his wife, which is not allowed in Catholicism.

· Creates own church, or which he is the head; just like Catholicism, only without a pope and with allowed divorce, priests can be married, etc. 1534. Known as Episcopalians in the States. Archbishop of Canterbury is the highest authority in the Anglican Church. 

Modern Catholicism
· Vatican II: 1962-65.
· Modernization of some Catholic practices, not others. Local churches could start using local language instead of Latin which helped keep Churches accessible.

· Ecumenical: they recognized that other religions were okay, despite not following the “best” which is Catholicism.

· No longer reviling non-Catholics or praying for the conversion of non-Christians.

· Baptism is the ritual where one’s sins are cleansed. Humans born sinful and must be baptized. Unbaptized babies went to hell; Vatican II got rid of this belief. 

MUSLIM HISTORY

· Islam: Arabic- Hebrew words built on 3 letter root. 
· S+L+M : Islam, Muslim.

· Islam: complete trust of, surrender.

· Muslim: the one who submits.

Muslims are not Arabs.

80% of Muslims are not Arab. Countries include: Arab world, Turkey, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, etc.

Arabs are not Muslim.

They can be Jewish, Christian, Zoroastrian, Atheist... 10% of Arabs are not Muslim.

Arab: language/geography.

Origins of Islam
Arabia is where it starts, and Arabic is the language in which the scripture is written.

· Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Ishmael and Isaac.

· Ishmaelites in Arabia.

Religion and Society in Arabia before Islam
· Henotheistic, Allah greatest of the Gods.

· Jews and Christians in Arabia (harif).

· West coast of Arabian Peninsula.

· Three daughters of Allah, worshipped at Kabah: site of pilgrimages. Allah was distant- lesser beings such as his daughters were more able to answer prayers.

· Kabah: a black stone of mysterious origins at Mecca. Kabah built by Abraham; has been destroyed and rebuilt many times, but always in the same place.

· Kabah: “navel” of the universe. 

· Pre-Muslim Arabs feared afterlife; no sense of life after death.

· Social values: family, male honour, hospitality, defence of socially defenceless.

· Warlords and tribal loyalty.
· Mecca was the capital of Arabia.

· Religious centre, political centre (home of the Qurayshi Tribe), economic centre: trade routes and markets.

· This period: Jahiliyya: Time of the Ignorance, a theological construct.

· Islam does not equal Mohammad; develops from his life and his teachings.

Life of Mohammad 

· 570 CE, born in Qurayshi tribe in Mecca. Raised by uncle, Abu Talib.

· Married Khadijah at 25, a wealthy, independent, older woman.

· Merchant and trader.

· Contemplation, prayer, and fasting in mountains.

· 610 (now month of Ramadan) receives a revelation on Mount Hira: “Recite!”

· Qu’ran: recitation.

· Receives intermittent revelations from God. 

· Begins work in Mecca: social and religious reform, idol, worship, trying to end polytheism, care for the poor, assist the oppressed, give alms.

· Seen as a direct threat on current power system.

· Direct challenge to elite, wealthier, powerful.

· Many enemies, few supporters: Wife, Abu Bakr (friend), ayd (manumitted slave), Ali (cousin).

· Qurayshi ask his uncle to silence him.
· 619: Uncle and Khadijah die. He has no protector now.

· 622: invitation from Yathrib (later, Medina) to arbitrate a generations-long feud. He accepts and moves with his followers to Yathrib, escaping the people who are after him. 

· Hijra: flight from Mecca to Yathrib.

· Seen as start date of Islam: Anno Hijra.

· Establish community in Yathrib, living in peace and submitting to one god alone (Ummah: community).

· They are pleased with result of arbitration.

· Everybody in Yathrib except Jews convert to Islam.

· Jewish tribes work against Mohammad, who deals with them harshly. 

Oct. 8th, 2013 

· Jews in Yathrib/Medina asked by Mohammad not to ally with the Quraysh.

· Jews work with the Quraysh and are persecuted by Mohammad and his followers: a political/territorial conflict, not a theological one.

· Theological tension: no violence, but Muslims try to remove any Jewish elements from their religious practices, holy days, etc.

· Mohammed established in Yathrib, now Medina (city of).

· Battle of Badr, 624 CE.

· Muslims outnumbered 3:1 by the Meccans, yet the Muslims win. They attribute their victory as a theologically aided one.

· Battle of Uhud, 625: Muslims lose badly to the Meccans. Mohammed injured and his troops driven back.

· Then for some reason the Meccans stop and retreat. This gives Mohammed and his army time to regroup and recover, and the two sides manage a tentative peace.

· Mohammed finally marches on Mecca, and they surrender easily.

· Some groups are given amnesty, but the most violent opposers of Mohammad are executed.

· Cleansing of the Kabah: Mohammad removes all other gods from Kabah, leaving only Allah.

· Returns to Medina as home and lives two more years, making a pilgrimage each year to Mecca, establishing this tradition.

· Dies in 632 at age 62.

NEW PHASE OF ISLAM BEGINS

· Caliphate: caliph, steward, to “replace” Mohammad; a manager, a boss, but not God; the go-between.

· Imam: prayer leaders.

· Imam and Caliph usually separate people.

· Period of the Four Rightly Guided Caliphs: the first four.

· Muslims disapprove of the hierarchical method of choosing a caliph, which would have been Ali, his cousin and son-in-law.

· Quraysh have been mostly converted to Islam and therefore are still a powerful group, and theyn don’t like Ali.

· Successor chosen just before Mohammad’s death, by a council vote. Mohammad seemed to have said something about Ali, but the real meaning was a subject of debate.

· Sunnis took his statement as a mere compliment to Ali; the Shi’a took it as his choice of successor.

· First Caliph: Abu Bakr, an elder. Proclaims Mohammad fully dead, no chance of resurrection. Reigns 632-34.

· Abu Bakr dies of old age. On his deathbed, he appoints Umar (Ali’s supporters are angered at the lack of an election).

· Umar: 634-44 CE.

· Umar expands Islam into Middle East and North Africa.

· He also captures Jerusalem (at the time a Roman/Christian city) in 637, still justly treating the Jews and the Christians in all the lands he takes over.

· Killed by a Persian slave.

· Election/hiring committee: Two contenders, Ali and Uthman. They ask them both what they would do if made Caliph. Ali has many creative ideas, while Uthman said he would do nothing and leave things as they were. The council chooses Uthman, amid much anger from Ali’s supporters.

· Uthman: 644-56 CE.

· Positive: oversees creation of the definitive Qu’ran, compiled from many different copies, which are then destroyed. 

· Negative: Uthman is corrupt and nepotistic. Taking Islam into Asia Minor (Turkey) and North Africa; his empire is crumbling.

· Assassinated in a coup.

· 4th caliph: Ali, 656-61.

· Ali declares amnesty for Uthman’s assassinators, making Uthman’s supporters unhappy and they rebel. Ali does not even kill the leaders of the groups rebelling against him, causing much confusion and dissent.

· Uthman’s cousin Mu’awiyah (governor of Syria) decides that, through blood, he should be the next caliph. 
· Mu’awiyah: battle at Siffin against Ali in 657. Ali is winning, until Mu’awiyah commands his men to put their Qu’rans on their spears. Ali, not wanting to shed blood on the Qu’ran, stops fighting and decides to hold an arbitration. 

· This gives Mu’awiyah time to recover and regroup, and in 1661 he claims once again his right to be the Caliph. Meanwhile, Kharijites (Ali’s followers) are turning against Ali; they decide he has abandoned God through his overly peaceful decisions and they kill him.

ISLAM SPLITS

· Hasan, Ali’s first son, is rejected as the new caliph upon Ali’s death. His brother Husayn is in battle with Mu’awiyah’s son Yazid, in the battle of Karbala, 680. Yazid, in a violent move, surrounds Mecca and destroys the Kabah in the process; he wins the battle.

· Shi’at Ali: Party of Ali: the Shi’a.

· Quraysh and Umayyad Dynasty: Sunni.

· Sunni believe in 4 Rightly Guided Caliphs: human.
· Shi’a believe in hierarchy: a divinely mandated leader.

· Sunni versus Shi’a division. 

SHI’A ISLAM

· Belief that Ali was the First Imam and the Fourth Caliph. They agree on legitimacy of first four Imams: Ali, Hasan, Husayn, and Ali-Zayn.

· Dispute over 5th Imam: Al-Baqir vs. Zayad (brothers).

· Zaydis: Shi’a sect who followed Zayad.

· Rest follow Al-Baqie; he wins, being closer in blood to Ali.

· Zaydis (Fivers) break off from Shi’a.

· 6th Imam: Jafar. Eldest son Ismail dies after being appointed as next Imam.

· 7th: Musa (Jafar’s second son) vs. Ismail’s son.

· Isma’ilis (Seveners) break off from Shi’a. 
· Rest follow Musa.

· Imams 8-11 don’t matter.

· Imam will appear at the end of time (along with Jesus and other messiahs). 12th Imam: MEhdi, disappears at 5 years old in 874 CE. Belief he did not die: spiritual hiding (occultation); office of Babs (doors/gates) established to have a special line of communication with the “hidden Imam”.

· The period of the 4 Babs (ends 941) is the Lesser Occultation.

· Followed by Greater Occultation. New belief that 12th
· Different beliefs as to who the Messiah would be: The Mahdi. Some believe the 12th Imam will be the Mahdi.

· “Twelvers”, Imami Shi’a, or mainstream Shi’a. Minority: Zaydis, etc.

· Shi’as globally a minority, at 20% of world’s Muslims (80% being Sunni). They are, however, the majority in Iran, Pakistan, etc. Most of Palestine is Sunni. 
UMAYYAD DYNASTY: 661-750

· Islam spreads to: Spain in the West and Iran and Pakistan in the East.
· Stopped from taking France in 732.

· 691: Dome of the Rock built where the Second Temple once was (Jerusalem).

· Capital: Damascus.

· Islam spreads by military expansion, trade and teachings.

ABBASID DYNASTY: 750-1258

· Abbasids: competing clan from Persia.

· Massacred Umayyads and took control, expanding more: A Golden Era for Islam.

· Establish Baghdad as a capital.

· Golden Era: period of learning and renaissance, compared to the current Dark Ages in Christendom.

· Invention of numbers 1-9, instead of Roman numerals, leads to an explosion in math.

· Poetry, culture, art, philosophy, etc.

· 800 physicians in Baghdad alone, new medicines being developed.

· Height of dynasty: the 800s.

· Fast spread of Islam, which invoked terror in Europe.

· Meeting little resistance in surrounding empires (who had been fighting each other before) was what allowed such a fast expansion. 

SUFISM (not a sect: a tendency, a way)

· Mystical Islam: Protested power, wealth and corruption of mainstream Islam. Protested legalism (following a legalistic religion in fear of divine punishment).

· Ascetic Christians on outskirts of Muslim empire met by some Muslims who are intrigued by this simple life. Some Muslims take a leaf from their book and rebel from the opulent, wealthy Muslim empire and become ascetic Muslims.

· Dhikr: remembrance. Love for God; he should always be on your mind. Love and devotion are what matter to God, not fear nor the following of religious laws.

· Language of sexual love and union common among mystics, a break from patriarchal religions. In mysticism, there is power attributed to women, often in sexual way/image.

· Goal of mysticism: ecstasy (standing outside of oneself) and fana/annihilation (to have one’s self eliminated and replaced with God).

· Four stages of mystical progression: Love of God, Nearness to God, Bliss (drugs, trances, holding one’s breath, starvation, dance), and Fana. Mystics emerge saying things like “How great is my majesty” and “I am the absolute truth” and are killed by Muslims as blasphemous, when really they believed they were speaking as one with God after Fana.
· Al-Ghazali, 11th century: once a legal scholar turned mystic. Makes Sufism less radical-sounding and brings it into mainstream Islam. 

· Whirling dervishes (mostly Turkish): reaching mystical state through dance: spinning and revolving for hours at a time.

· Rumi: famous Sufi poet (like Islam’s Shakespeare). Tells parables (stories with higher meaning) and poetry.

ISLAM IN CRISIS

· Abbasid Dynasty, after 950 (end of Golden Era, since 750) beginning to crumble.

· Mini-empires breaking off: Fatimid in Egypt, Seljuq in Iran.

· Genghis Khan, 13th century.

· In what is now Uzbekistan, several Mongol merchants were executed under vague suspicion. When they complained, the ruler killed some and then sent some home with their beards shaved.

· Genghis Khan and his Mongolian hordes take over the Abbasid Dynasty.

· Baghdad sacked in 1258.

· Mongols converted by Islam over a few generations, creating three new empires.

· Mughal Empire in India and east.

· Safavid (largely Shi’a) in Iran.

· Ottoman in Turkey and Eastern Europe.

· Mughal Empire: associated with Taj Mahal, a mausoleum. 

· Mogul: to “rise sharply”. Creating an empire “overnight”.

EAST AND WEST

· Contact between Christian West and Muslim East.

· Christianity moves into its Renaissance. Crusades, colonization; superior culture.

· Each has a skewed idea of the other due to conflict.

POLITICAL ISLAM

· Islamism ( a political ideology).

· Islamists believe to be an “authentic Islam”, despite being more of a political group than a religious one.

· Founding of Pakistan: a fairly peaceful transition. Introduces Middle Eastern Muslims to being political Muslims. Gives them a chance to emerge from post-colonial passivism and are awakened politically.

· Afghan War against Russians: 1979-89. Failed occupation of Russia in Pakistan, during Cold War. Afghan militants armed by America to fight off the Russians. They push the Russians out, leaving absolute chaos in their own country, with internal conflict between families and tribes.

· Arrival of Taliban; unity ruled with an iron fist and Islamic agenda.

· Pakistan rich and influential but seemingly passive.

· Israel expanding through winning wars with surrounding countries, the occupied territories.

· War creating refugee crises, exacerbated by Israel’s expansion.
· Refugees refused by own neighbours and setting up camps that become whole cities.

· NOW.
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JEWISH THEOLOGY AND SCRIPTURE

Christians: one Bible.

Muslims: Qu’ran and secondary scripture.

Judaism: Torah and other writings.

Judaism is a scriptural religion (revolving around the text).

HEBREW BIBLE

· Torah: “law”, “instruction”, narratives and laws: how priesthood functions, clothing, food, etc.

· Nevi’im: “the prophets”, writings of the prophets.

· Ketuvim: “writings”.

1. Torah: Genesis.

· 5 books of Moses; Pentateuch. 

· Beginning of Christian and Hebrew Bible.

· Genesis: first book of the Bible.

· 1:1 In the beginning God created heaven and earth.

· Genesis: how everything came to be. Ex nihilo: from nothing.

· All things created in Genesis are good.

· Two creation narratives?

· 2:4 These are the generations of heavens and earth when they were created.

· 1) vegetation created on 2nd day and humans on 6th. God is called Elohim, plural.

· 2) God is singular. People created before vegetation.

· 2 accounts: 2 orders and 2 names of God.

· What is God called? Elohim, Yahweh.

· Most Jews can’t say “Yahweh”

· 2 stories written by two different people? Communities?

· Elohist

· Jawhist

· Priestly: rules for priests, sacrifice, altars, etc.

· Deuteronomist.

· Genesis opens with biblical myth, then biblical legend (Abraham, Moses), then biblical “history” (mythologized) (Exodus, Canaan, tribes, monarchy, etc.).

· Biblical myth and characters: Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the flood.

· “flood” story found in many other religions; Israelites have made it their own.
· Actual events being mythologized; perhaps a flood really did happen? Different theologies applying different meaning to the event. Many other stories: Tower of Babel, Job.

5 books:

· Genesis: Hebrew name Bereshit.

· Exodus: Egypt and leaving Egypt.

· Leviticus: priestly purity and other commandments.

· Numbers: from wilderness to Canaan.

· Deuteronomy: more laws, death of Moses.

· Genesis: written from Moses. Torah: direct revelations from God.

· Christian Old Testament and Hebrew Bible: more or less the same. Same works, but often arranged differently.

2. Nevi’im

· Prophets: Former: Joshua, Judges, Samuel (as 1 book), Kings (as 1 book),

· Later: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, the 12: e.g. Hosea, Micah, Malachi (as 1 book).

· Prophets speak God’s judgement of Israel’s behaviour.

· God speaks through the prophets, generally bad news.

· Prophet’s job: to condemn, to criticize.

· Prophets: sign of God’s love and care for Israel.

3. Ketuvim

· “writings”

· 11 books.

· Psalms, proverbs, z, Ruth.

· Writings: not direct, nor secondary (from prophets); not always religious, even.

· God as helper, protector.

· Proverbs: advice, no mention of God.

T+N+K (Torah + Nevi’im + Ketuvim) = Tanakh.

Other important writings:

Midrash:
· Halakhah

· Haggadah/Aggadah

· Period of revelation ends with Malachi; the end of the canon.

· A variety of voices; multiple ways of interpreting the same texts. 

· Midrash: collection of writing elaborating on scriptural text.

· Haggadah: Midrash about stories.

· Halakhah: Midrash about laws.

· Ex. How did Moses come to be “slow of speech and slow of tongue”? Six different Midrash explaining it.

Mishnah

· Oral law of the Pharisees.

· Believed to be received by Moses into his ear and passed down through the years and the Pharisees believed themselves to be the owners of this Oral Torah (separate from Torah).

· Pharisees create Rabbinic Judaism.

· C. 200 CE: Rabbi Judah Ha-Nasi, Judah, puts the oral Torah into text: the Mishnah.

· Interpretation of the Mishnah: Gemara,

Talmud (Mishnah + Gemara)

· Mishnah + Palestinian Gemara: Palestinian Talmud (450 CE).

· Mishnah + Babylonion Talmud: Babylonian Talmud (500 CE).

· Common: Babylonian.

· “The Talmud”= Babylonian.

· Heart of Talmud: the Mishnah, the first step..

· Gemara: second step.

· Rabbinic purity: dietary purity.

· Talmud reflects end of Revelation and move into debate and consensus OVER divine intervention (snake oven, for example).

Jews argue about practice.

Orthopraxic (arguing about practice).

Orthodoxic (arguing about theology).

Christianity closer to Orthodoxic. Islam near the middle.

Other Imprtat Writings

· Talmud commentaries

· Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitshak (1040-1105 CE)

· RSHY: Rashi; most famous/respected of Talmud commentators.

· Disputation and dialogue: an openness to disagreement; not a creedal religion!

THEOLOGY OF JUDAISM

1. Monotheism

· Henotheism vs. Monotheism

· Hebrew Bible is henotheistic. Loyal to one God, but others do exist (but they suck).

Shema: Two interpretations:

· Hear o Israel the Lord our God the Lord is One.

· Hear o Israel the Lord is our God the Lord alone.

· Both are monotheistic.

2. Resurrection (not as active today, more historical)

· Eschatological: when resurrection was first thought of, it referred to the resurrection of the Nation of ISraek.

· Sheol: when you die you go to a neutral place. Rewards and punishments happen while you’re alive.

· Theodicy: God’s justice.

· Martyrdom.

· The righteous are resurrected at the end of time.

3. Messiah

· Mashach: to anoint, to induct. 

· King David was a Messiah, having been anointed into his office.
· Mashach: anointed one.

· High Priest also a Messiah.

· If you have been anointed, you are a Messiah.

· Christ: Greek version of Mashach.

· Mashach: an office that stops when you die and is then replaced.

· Babylonians end the line of Davidic kings.

· Belief in return (one day) of a Davidic King, a Messiah.

· Many different beliefs as to who this Messiah will be. A king? A priestly figure? A cosmic redeemer? Jesus did not fall under any of these; he was a Messiah only to Christians.

· After a few false Messiahs, Judaism stops focusing on the idea of a Mesiah.

· Community identity: when their line of prophets ended.

4. Sin

· No original sin; it is possible to be perfectly sinless.

· Sin is a character flaw. Sin: forgetting to be righteous, just, etc. human weakness.

· Sin revolves around the Mitzvot or commandments; to break a commandment is to sin.

· “Halakha”: Jewish law, how to be Jewish, how you are.

· Building a fence around the Torah: taking a commandment and expanding on it.

· Sin is a construction, defined differently within each sect/community, depending on their interpretations of the Torah’s commandments.

· Sin describes what humans do, not what they are (unlike Christianity).

Maimonides (Tried to make Judaism orthodox/creedal) 13 Principles of Jewish Faith:

1. God is the creator and guide of everything; the sole creator.

2. God is oneness.

3. God has no body, he is free from all properties of matter.

4. God is the first and the last.

5. It is right to pray to God, and only to God.

6. All the words of the prophets are true.

7. The prophecy of Moses our teacher was true and he was the chief of the prophets.

8. The entire Torah that is now in our possession is the same that was given to Moses.

9. The Torah will not be exchanged and there will never be any other Torah (the Torah is finished and complete).

10. God knows all the deeds of human beings and all their thoughts.

11. God rewards those who keep his commandments and punished those who transgress them.

12. The Messiah will come, eventually.

13. There will be a revival of the dead at the end of time.

He who believes in these principles will be resurrected at the end of time in the Kingdom of Israel.

Judaism has resisted becoming this orthodox, but still respects Maimonides.
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CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE AND THEOLOGY

The New Testament: Genre (canonical order).

· Gospels: bio’s of Jesus (sort of).

· Acts: Book of Acts; Acts of Apostles.

· Letters.

· Apocalypse: Revelation (of/to John).

Gospels:

· Matthew, Mark, Luke, John (anonymous).

Acts:

· Anonymous.

Letters:

· Paul (letters).

· Hebrews (anonymous).

· James.

· Peter (2).

· John (2).

· Jude.

Apocalypse:

· “John of Patmos”.

Letters are not in chronological order: the first ones are the letters of Paul.

50-55 CE: The Undisputed Letters.

· 1 Thesselonians.

· 1 Corinthians.

· 2 Corinthians.

· Galatians.

· Philippians.

· Philemon.

· Romans.

The Possibly pseudephigral letters:

Disputed Letters:

· 2 Thessalonians.

· Colossians.

· Ephesians.

Deutero-Pauline Letters:

· 1 Timothy.

· 2 Timothy.

· Titus.

Paul’s Letters: crises, questions:

· Preaching Judaism (different): no kashrut or circumcision; accommodating Greeks and Romans (the God-fearers).

· Paul dies: around 65 CE, before destruction of temple, and before any Gospel is written.

The Gospels
Gospel: evangelion: good news.

Synoptic Gospels:

· Mark: 66-72 CE

· Matt: 80-90 CE

· Luke: 80-90 CE

4th Gospel (different from others, no overlapping):

· John: 80-100 CE

Differences:

· John: Jesus on a three year mission.

· Others: less than one year.

· Others: Jesus arrested during Passover.

· John: day after Passover.

· Some call John’s narrative the “Spiritual Gospel”.

Acts
· Acts of the Apostles.

· Gospel of Luke and Book of Acts probably have the same author.

· First (early) “history of the church”.

· Transition of the Gospel from Jerusalem (where it opens) to Rome (where it closes).

· From Jesus’ death to Rome.

Apocalypse

· Book of Revelations; Apocalyptic literature.

· A revelation: revealed to a seer.

· 2 forms of apocalyptic literature: a “tour” of Heaven or a cosmic battle.

· First two chapters: the tour.

· Other 18 chapters: cosmic battle, universe destroyed seven times.

· Ends with Christians victorious.

Apocalypse and Rapture: misinterpretations.

The Canon: an authoritative body of writing. Elimination of all other gospels, revelations, etc. from the official New Testament.

KEY CHRISTIAN THINKERS

Augustine (354-430 CE):
· Convert to Christianity. Raised Manichean Eastern Religion. Born North Africa. Manichaeism: Dualism (seeing everything in black and white).
· Human guilt and sin: problem universal to every human being. 

· Graeco-Roman philosophy:

· 7 Christian virtues.

· A) wisdom, temperance, courage and justice (from Plato).

· B) faith, hope and love (from the New Testament).

· Reason vs. Revelation.

· Rediscovery of Aristotle: thanks to Muslims (who are in their Golden Age).

Anselm (1033-1109 CE):

· Scholiasts, scholastic thought.
· University of Paris and Oxford.

· “Philosophy is the handmaid of theology.”

· “I believe so that I may understand.”

· Reason vs. Revelation.

· “ontological argument”- study of being, proving God exists. 

Thomas Aquinos (1225-74 CE):

· Renaissance, contact with Aristotle, emergence from Dark Ages.

· Five proofs for existence of God.

Proofs:

1. Motion. Nothing can move itself. Everything is in motion, therefore set in motion by something else. There cannot be infinite regress. Therefore, there must be an unmoved mover, called God. “The chain of motion.”

2. Causation of Existence. Some things are created by other things. Nothing can create itself. There cannot be infinite regress. Therefore, there must have been an uncaused cause, called God.

3. Contingent and Necessary Objects. Contingent beings are caused. Not every being can be contingent. There must exist a being which is necessary to cause contingent beings. This being i God.

4. The argument from Degrees and Perfection. We recognize degrees of beauty, truth, and goodness, knowledge, etc. In order for there to be degrees, the perfect form of these things must exist. These perfections are contained in God.

5. The argument from Intelligent Design. The universe works in such a way that suggests an intelligent designer. 

Theologic: preassuming that God exists.

KEY THEOLOGIC IDEAS

Monotheism:

· Trinity: Father, Son, Holy Spirit.

· Incarnation: Jesus is God Incarnate.

· Nicea (325 CE).

Sin:
Are humans inherently sinful, or do humans simply sin?

· Original sin.

· The Fall.

· It is not possibly for a human to be perfectly sinless.

· Solution: Jesus: hope.

· Incarnation. 

Salvation:

· Sin leads to eternal death.

· Salvation: eternal life (after death).

· Sacrifice to end all sacrifices.

· Assumed sins of humanity.

· Resurrection conquers death for all.

Orthopraxy and orthodoxy: action and belief: Judaism and Christianity.
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MUSLIM SCRIPTURE AND THEOLOGY

Qu’ran
Revelations over 22 years.

Context specific (delivered at the right moment):

· Early revelations in Mecca: short prophetic indictments, critical of things like idolatry. Critical of Christian/Jewish practice.

· Late revelations in Mecca: longer interpretations of past prophets: forging identity for early Islam. 

· Revelations from Medina: governance, war, arguments, discourses, legal pronouncements.

· Muhammad’s recitations: orally transmitted, written on various material.

· 652 CE: Qu’ran fragments collected under Uthman. Competing versions destroyed.

· Arranged in 114 Suras: each a revelatory event. 

· Order of length: not chronology, genre, or theme. Largest first, shortest later. Shorter ones tend to be the earlier revelations.

Sura 104: The Slanderer:

· Against slander, for generosity.
· Punishment.

· “In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Caring”: how every Sura begins.

· Hutama: the punishment, fire of God, reminiscent of Hell.

· Social critique of hoarding.

· Concern with judgement.

· Fear.

· Hutama: a place, or a state of mind?

Sura 103: The Epoch:

· Forgetfulness.

· Human forgets to keep faith, work justice, counsel truth and patience.

· Construct a just community’s foundation.

Sura 10.31-133: Jonah:

· The word of the Lord, and his power.

· Concern for polytheists: Arab Peninsula?

· Henotheism.

· Moral imperative to worship that God, unlike Pre-Muslim.

Sura 4.94: The Women:

· Discussion about war.

· Martial imagery/concern.

· Do not refuse peace from an unbeliever, because you too were once a believer.

Problem Texts:

· Sura 8.60: “Strike terror into the hearts of enemies.”

· Sura 47,4: “Cut the throats of unbelievers.”

Qu’ran is revealed in specific circumstances, therefore these Suras, for the most part, are not at all timeless. Therefore, these seemingly violent passages were relevant when created only. Christians take them without context and use them to represent their image of a militant Islam. Islam militants, too, take them literally; they and the Christian fundamentalists are in the wrong.

Apotropaic: belief that a physical object can ward off evil. Ex: Qu’ran.

Christian problem texts, taken out of context and literally:

· Women to keep silent.

· Persecution of Jezebel.

· This troubles Christians who take it literally today.

Qu’ranic Recitation: Fatiha.

· Beginning: Themes and the heart of Islam.

· Praising God, asking guidance.

· “The compassionate, the Caring”, a phrase repeated throughout the bible.

· Something on the line: judgement day.

Shari’ah Law:
· Islam: in the middle, but closer to Orthopraxy. Establish the will of God; a legalistic religion.

· Problem: what is the law of God? How to interpret it in your daily actions?

· Shari’ah: Halakhah.

· Laws governing daily behaviour, dress food, how you treat people, etc.

· Establishing one law instead of localized law.

· Shari’ah law established in four steps:

· 1. Qu’ran.

· 2. Hadith/Sunnah. Sayings of Mohammad, separate from the revelations that make up the Qu’ran. Sunnah: example drawn from the Hadith (the concrete saying itself).

· Qiyas: analogy.

· Ijma: consensus/ majority insight. 

Examples of Legal Debates

Coffee in the 16th Century:

· First to really make and sell coffee.

· Is it ok to drink coffee? Debate starts in Mecca and spreads.

· Initially, illegal and all destroyed, coffee-sellers prosecuted.

· Opened and closed and re-opened over years.

· 1534: riots.

· Against: intoxicants, according to Qu’ran.

· After half a century of back-and-forth, by consensus, coffee was approved of.

Khamr:

· Later revelations prohibiting wine.

· What is khamr? Prohibited. 

· Hanafi (literal yet liberal): khamr is alcohol made from fruit. Therefore, wine is prohibited.

· Shafi (liberal yet stricter): khamr is all alcohol. Prohibition not just about ingestion but the effects of alcohol.

Process: Fiqh

· Process of lawmakers.

· Principles of precedent, witnesses, testimonies, etc.

· Jurisprudence.

Muslim Theological Debates

· Christians and Muslims share debates, which are totally irrelevant to life.

· Orthodoxic debates.

God’s Attributes:

· Knowledge, power, generosity: what is the relationship between God and his attributes?

· Mutazilites: God and his attributes are not to be confused.

· Others: God and his attributes cannot be separated. God’s oneness is God.

God’s Speech:

· If his speech is separatable from him (that’s what the Mutazilites thought), then the Qu’ran did not exist until God spoke it. This makes the Qu’ran less than God.

· Others: the Qu’ran is a manifestation of God, therefore it is eternal. Co-eternal, consubstantial. Same language used in debates about Jesus.
· Syncretism: Muslim communities influenced by nearby Christian debates.

God’s Hands:

· Are God’s physical attributes metaphorical or literal? (hands, feet, ears, etc)
· Mutazilites argue metaphorical.

· Others: agree that they are literal despite the fact they may not be the same as ours.

· In Christianity and Islam, often the less rational argument is chosen. Favour towards revelation. Judaism: more logical, even if it contradicts scripture.

Hadith: summarizing Islam:

· Story of Mohammad meeting an angelic guy.

· Asks prophet about submission (Islam) and Mohammad explains it to him.

· He acknowledges the truth of all Mohammad’s answers.

· It is decided that he was Gabriel, a messenger, teaching to him the religion.

· Pillars of Islam: submission (Islam), faith (iman), beautifying (ihsan), religion (din).

Hadith of Gabriel summary:

· Islam: body, rites/practices, doing, law.

· Iman: mind, doctrines, believing, philosophy/theology.

· Ihsan: soul/heart, spirituality, seeing, mysticism.

Five Pillars of Faith (Not Five Pillars of Practice)

1. Monotheism

· No God but God, and Mohammad is the messenger of God.

· Tawhid; God’s supreme oneness. He cannot be divided in any way. There is nothing that can contradict Tawhid.

2. Prophecy

· Nabi (prophet): warnings, criticism, etc. from God.

· Rasul (messenger): innovation, scripture, something new.

· Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammad.

· 20 named Nabi and 12 Rasul. Someone can be both. Every Rasul is a Nabi but not vice versa.

3. Revelation
· Four scriptures.

· Torah of Moses, Psalms of David, New Testament of Jesus, Qu’ran of Mohammad.

· Revealing in stages.

4. Angelic Agency

· Angels (made from light) mediate between God and humans (made from earth).

· In between: jinns. Made of fire. Shape-shifters, good or bad, to be judged as human at judgement day.

· Gabriel/Jibril.

· Shaytan/Iblis (Satan equivalent).

· Sometimes revered for his loyalty to God and the rest antagonize him for his arrogance.

5. Judgement and Afterlife

· Muslim ethical system: judgement, reward and punishment.

· “The Day of Noise and Clamour”.

· Hell temporary for all but religious hypocrites.
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JUDAISM: HOLY DAYS AND PRAXIS

Distinctive Jewish Practices

Circumcision:

· 8th day of a boy’s life.

· Epispasm: to participate in Greek/Roman Olympics.

· The “covenant” with Abraham: circumcision as a sign of that covenant, marked in the flesh.

· Maccabees objected to epispasm.

Kashrut:

· Rules of kosher eating.

· How animals are killed/eaten.

· What animals can be eaten.

· How certain things can be eaten.

· Ex: not allowed pork or shellfish.

Synagogues:

· Central day (Sabbath): Friday night or Saturday morning (day begins begins at sunset).

· Meet weekly.

· Became prominent after destruction of Second Temple.

· “Houses of prayer”, “teaching”, etc.

Sabbath/Shabbat:

· A day without “work”.

· One of the only Jewish practices originating from the Ten Commandments.
· To what does work refer? Open to interpretation.

· A family day, a day to be with friends, Sabbath dinner.

Prayer:

· Requires a minimum number of people: a Minyan. Ten adult men; Reform would just say ten adults.

· This explains Bar Mitzvah (Aramaic for “Son of the law”). Becoming an adult.
· Feminism: creation of Bat Mitzvah, which doesn’t happen in more conservative circles.

· Tools to pray, to encourage the pray-er to focus on God.
· Tefillin: black boxes worn on head/arm with tiny Torah scrolls inside. Shel Yad and Shel Rosh. Putting the Torah close to your mind and your heart.

· Tallith: prayer shawl. Worn in different ways. Tassels/fringe. Sometimes worn under clothing but one tassel is always left shown.

· Kippah/yarmulke.

· Honour and shame embodied in certain ways, clothing, body parts, etc.

Rules:

· Letter of the law or spirit of the law?

· Charges of legalism (vs. Spiritualism), no spirit or heart. 

Jewish Holy Days
Adapted lunar calendar: intercalary month, between solar and lunar calendar.

Rosh Hashanah: New Year:

· Jewish New Year: 5774.

· 1st of Tishri: Sept. And Oct.

· 5774 began on Sept. 4th, 2013.

· Serious, focus on self-improvement.

· Repentance.

· Three weeks: “days of awe”.

· Shofar: part of ceremony installing a new king of Israel.

Yom Kippur:

· Day of Atonement.

· Collective guilt and forgiveness.

· Temple culture.

· Speaking of the name of God: the tetragrammaton (the 4 letters), great deal of power in the name.

· Holy of Holies: prohibition of using the name.

· God’s name (YHWH) not be spoken; instead, “Adonai”, or “God.”

· Jehovah: translation by Christians of YaHoWaH in Hebrew Bible- a mistranslation.

· Reverence in Hebrew results reverence in other languages: G-d, L-rd.

· Ten days after Hashanah (10th of Tishri).

· Most important holy day. 

· Fasting for 25 hours, followed by a feast.

· Somber, serious, ends with a celebration.

Sukkot:

· 15th day of Tishri.

· Lasts for 7 days.

· Feast of Booths, Festival of Ingathering.

· Related to autumn harvest, sleeping in fields to protect crops.

· Families will sleep outside, often in a temporary shelter.

Simhat Torah:

· Joy of the Torah.

· Day after end of Sukkot.

· Celebrating the gift of God’s law.

Hanukkah: Historical Background:

· Israel changing hands between Egyptians and Assyrians.
· Antiochus Epiphones forbids Judaism.

· 167 BCE: Abomination of Desolation (the sacrificing of a pig on the high altar).

· Jews rebel, led by Maccabees, push Assyrians out.

· Temple defiled; to purify it, they renew the sacrifice and ensure candles burning endlessly.

· The miracle of 1 day’s worth of oil burning for 7 nights: observation og Hanukkah.

Hanukkah:

· Festival of light.

· Generally near the shortest day of the year.

· Only recently celebrating military victory of Maccabees- traditionally just the festival of light.

· 25th of Kistev (Nov.-Dec.).

· 8 nights: each night another candle is lit, until the last night when there are 8 candles burning.

· Festive.

· A fairly recent addition to Jewish holy days since the story it comes from is not in the Hebrew bible. Comes from living in Christian lands.

· Nine-armed menorah.

Purim: 

· 14th of Adar (Feb-March, also: the month duplicated every four years).

· Most joyous/fun holy day.

· Remembers dark period: Jews in Persia, King persuaded to exterminate Jews.

· Esther persuades king not to.

· Purim: “lots” (straws).

· Hamentashen: cookies.

Pesach:

· Passover.

· 15th of Nissan (March-April).

· Exodus from enslavement in Egypt.

· Imagery of rebirth (parting of Red Sea).

· Related to Spring Equinox.

· Meal called “seder” (order).

· Story told alongside meal called Pesach Haggadah, with questions led by eldest son.

· Jesus taken at Passover to prevent drunken rebellion.

· Symbolic foods.

Shavuot:

· Festival of Weeks.

· 50 days after Passover (May-June).

· First harvest of the year.

· Giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai.

Tisha B’Av:

· 9th of Ab.
· National mourning of the dead.

· For two destroyed temples, expulsions, etc.

· No weddings, haircuts, new clothes, make-up.

CHRISTIAN PRACTICE AND RITUALS

· Worship usually on Sunday.

· Church as gathering.

· Church, parish, chapel, cathedral, basilica.

Eucharist/Sacrament:

· Body and blood of Christ.

· Commemoration of last supper.

· Communion.

· Once a week or once a year.

· The host: bread, Jesus’ body.

· Catholics: wafer, placed on tongue. Protestant: bread.

· Catholic Transubstantiation: belief that they are actually eating the body of Christ.

· Protestant Consubstantiation: remembering the last supper but not literally eating the body of Christ. 

At Church:

· Prayers.

· Hymns.

· Sermons.

· Readings from scripture.

· All that is called the liturgy (structure).

· There are non-liturgical as well, compared to Catholic masses which are extremely structured and the same no matter where you go.

· Catholic services: Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Sacraments:

· Ceremony at which it is believed God becomes present.

· Catholics: Eucharist, baptism, confession, confirmation, ordination of clergy, last rites, marriage.

· Protestants: Eucharist and baptism. May practice the others, but they are not considered sacraments. 
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CHRISTIAN HOLY DAYS

Christian holy days revolve around Easter and Christmas. Protestants have less than Catholics. These are the major ones: 

Lent and Easter:

· Lent: 6 week period before Easter.

· Ash Wednesday: first day of Lent.

· Period of self-denial, fasting, sacrifices.

· Jesus dies on Good Friday (end of Lent, covering of Jesus).

· Mardi Gras: day before Ash Wednesday (one of many other similar days, Shrove Tuesday for example).

· Easter Sunday (should be Monday but celebrated on Sunday)- celebration of resurrection, uncovering of Jesus’ statues.

· Easter bunnies: borrowing of a pagan spring practice, Oestre. Celebration of fertility: rabbits and eggs.

End of the Easter season:

· 40 days after Easter: Feast of Ascension (Jesus rising into Heaven).

· 50 days after Easter: Pentecost. Holy Spirit comes down after Ascension.

· Complete Easter season: about two months. 

Christmas season

Advent:

· Preparing for the birth of Jesus.

· Focus on scriptures Christians believe predicted his arrival.

· 4 preceding Sundays.

· Christmas: Dec. 25th.

· Not his birthday. Nobody knows when he was born.

· Feast of Saturnalia/Sol Invictus.

· Christmas lights (around time of Hanukkah and winter solstice; a celebration of light, same day as a celebration of sun).

End of Christmas season:

· Feast of Epiphany (Jan. 6th).

· In the West, end of the season (12 days of Christmas): arrival of three wise men.

· In the East, celebrates baptism of Jesus.

MUSLIM RITUAL

5 pillars of practice: 4 about practice, and one about faith/doctrine.

Five Pillars
1) Shahadah:

· Confession: “I bear witness...” that there is no God but God (monotheism) and that Muhammad is the messenger (Rasul) of God (Islam). Shi’a add a part about Ali.

· Said three times in order to convert to Islam. 

· Niyah: intent. You cannot be “accidentally” converted. Must be said with Niyah.

2) Salat:

· Ritual prayer, not spontaneous. Five times a day.

· Around dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark.

· Muezzin: caller to prayer.

· Islam and Judaism: having a ritualized prayer, orthopraxy.

· Ideally not done alone.

· Adhan (Call to prayer).

· Wudu: ritual cleansing. Hand, mouth, nose, head, arms, ears...

· Prayer with mouth and whole body.

· Articulation of submission.

· Raka’ah: a series of postures. 

· Jum’ah: gathering, Friday afternoon.

· Masjid: mosque.

3) Zakat:

· Alms: a tax.

· Zakat: to purify.

· Breaking one’s attachment to wealth and greed.

· 25% of worth annual to tax (unless you’re poor, since the Zakat is for helping the poor).

4) Sawm:

· Fasting.

· Most characteristic occurrence: during Ramadan.

· Origin: Muhammad received first revelation.

· To purify oneself, like Muhammad was when the revelation began.

· Spiritual experience.

· Daylight fast lasts one month (water, food, everything restricted). Abstaining from physical pleasures. No sex, no hearing/perpetuating slander/gossip.

· Niyah every morning: a proclamation.

· Limits to who fasts (pregnant, sick, etc.).

· Eid al-Fitr: feast ending the fat, including the poor from the community. 

5) Hajj:

· Pilgrimage to Mecca.

· Obligatory once in a lifetime, but under conditions: tying up loose ends.

· Mecca and Kabah the focus.

· Day before: 7 counter-clockwise circumambulations around the Kabah and “running” between two nearby hills.

Day One:

· 20 km walk from Mecca to Mount of Mercy/Arafat (sometimes stopping for the night at Mina).

Day Two: 

· Constant prayer from noon to sunset. 

· Central ritual of the Hajj.

· Sunset: pilgrims move and gather pebbles for the next day. 

Day Three:

· At Mina, they throw 7 pebbles at a white pillar that represents Satan.

· Stoning of the Jamurat.

· Eid al-Adha: end of Hajj.

Day Four:

· Some return to pillars, some stay in Mina, some return to Mecca.

· Purification and rebirth. 

HOLY DAYS

Eid al-Fitr:

· Culmination of Ramadan (9th month).

· 1st of Shawal.

· Return of individual and society to normal life.

· Festive.

Eid al-Adha:

· Feast of the Sacrifice. 

· 10th of Dhu’l-Hijja, last month.

· Culmination of Hajj, celebrated all over the world.

· Abraham and his son.

Hijra:

· 1st of Muharran, New Year.

· Flight from Mecca to Medina and beginning of Islam.

Muharram/Ashura:

· Observed by Shi’a Muslims.

· Martyrdoms of Ali and Husayn.

· First nine days of Muharram: mourning.

· Ashura: 10th of Muharram.

· Funeral procession. 

Women and Islam

· Hijab: covering hair.

· Chador: whole body.

· Niqab: all but eyes.

· Halt Niqab: eyes and forehead/nose.

· Burqa: full.

· Not viewed as oppression. 

Dec. 3rd, 2013

LIVING RELIGION

The history of religion is still unfolding.

MORMONS

· Church of JC of Latter Day Saints (LDS).

Origins

Joseph Smith:

· Born 1805 in Vermont, US.

· “Jesus Christ of Mormonism.”

· An American prophet.

· Belief that an ancient scripture had been hidden and then revealed: a new Bible/Word of God: Book of Mormon. 

Second Great Awakening:

· Protestant.

· Anti-Catholic.

· Suspicion of organized religion. 

· Revivalism.

· Anti-establishment; “folk.”

· Millenarian: the end is imminent; God works in thousand-year blocks (Y2K).

· JS is part of this awakening.

· Treasure-hunting with “Seer stones.”

· Wife: Emma Hale, they elope because her parents don’t approve.

· 1820: age 14. JS claims to begin having visions about how Christianity is going wrong (sects: problem).

· Visions starting coming from “Moroni,” led to the “plates”, but is unable to retrieve them until 1827.

· Gold plates inscribed with foreign language. JS begins to translate them, with the aid of the “seer stones.”

· Book of Mormon completed in 1830.

Early Movement:

· Starts with a few followers: Church of JC, believed to hold the “original” Christianity.

· JS gathering people, preaching new scripture and successfully converting people.

· Charismatic leader, begins to make enemies, Mormons are driven westward.

· Flee Palmyra and arrive in Kirkland in 1831, establishing a new community; to JS, a new Zion.

· 1836: Kirkland Temple, first Mormon Temple. 

· Mormons chased from Kirkland. 

· Move to Far West in 1838. The “outpost” of Western America.

· Kickout again; in 1839, they move to the border between Ohio, Illinois and Missouri, establishing Nauvoo, in unsettled territory. 

· Nauvoo Temple, c. 1840s.

· Already Mormon missionaries around North America and the UK; Mormons arriving from around the world to Nauvoo and in 1844 it has more people than Chicago. Missionary service is obligatory.

· JS head of Nauvoo’s militia and is also the mayor. 

· JS establishes practice of polygamy; an immediate divisive effect in terms of opinion among the Mormon community.

· 1844: group of Mormons publish article criticizing JS and he responds by shutting down the paper.
· He is arrested and then killed by a mob on June 27th, 1844.

· Mormons led west to Salt Lake City (some groups stay and splinter off but most leave), led by Brigham Young.

· Young: early convert to Mormonism. Arrives in Utah in 1847.

· Utah, at the time, is actually in Mexico.

· Winter journey over Rockies; hundreds die. Arrive in 1847, July 24th (a celebrated day). The founding of a Mormon community, built from the ground up.

· Utah is majoritarily (60%) Mormon, with still more arriving.

· America encroaching on the West and becoming aware of this Mormon society. 

· US sees Young as an autocratic leader, a threat to the President.

· President declares Mormons a dangerous sect and demands the ceding of the state to federal authority, sending troops.

· Mountain Meadows Massacre: 1857.

· A caravan stopped in MM and Mormons ambush it with suspicion and execute them.

· Further angers US Army.

· By 1890, Mormonism has settled down and stops polygamy. 

Mormon Articles of Faith
(Some are Christian, some are not).

1) We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in his son, Jesus Christ and in the Holy Ghost.
2) Man will be punished for his own sins, not Adam’s.

3) Through atonement of Jesus Christ, all mankind may be saved.
4) First principle of God and the Gospels.

5) Apparently the prof thinks this one didn’t matter.

6) Organization that existed in the Primitive Church.

7) Gift of prophecy, revelation, etc.

8) Bible as Word of God, as well as Book of Mormon.

9) All of God’s revelations are to be believed, and there is a belief that there are more to come.

10)  Not important?

11)  Privilege of worshipping God (and to all men) how, where, and what they may (freedom of religion).

12)  Being subject to kings, presidents, rulers and magistrates; obeying, honouring and sustaining the law.

13)  Honesty, truth, chastity, benevolence, virtue, doing good; admonition of Paul.

History/Mythical Origins of Mormonism

· In 587 BCE, a group of Israelites left Jerusalem and took a ship to South America and established themselves, revealing writings.

· 600: scholar Mormon translates them and buries them, to which JS is led by Moroni.

· Claim that Mormons arrived in America before Natives and Christians?

Plan of Salvation
· Cycle of existence.

· 3 realms: before being born, life on earth, and realm after death.

· Veil of forgetfulness after Realm 1.

· Struggle during Realm 2, and upon death, you go to one of 3 kingdoms.

· Celestial Kingdom: ideal.

· Terrestrial Kingdom: not very good Mormons.

· Telestial Kingdom: non-Mormons, but not bad people.

· Outer Darkness: awful people.

· All post-death kingdoms are better than earth. 

· At final judgement, everyone is given the chance to convert.

Temples

· Largest is in Salt Lake City.

· Sacred spaces, for only good Mormons; God is present in the temple.

· Bonding ceremonies: families and marriage partners bound for eternity; in Celestial Kingdom, they will find each other again.

BAHAI

Grown out of Shi’a Islam, started in 19th century.

Bahaism:

· Shi’ism, the Greater Occultation (941-) after the 4 Babs.

· Waiting for return of the 12th Imam.

Shi’a revivalism:

· Shaykh Ahmad (1753-1826).
· Sayyid Kazim (1790s-c.1843).

· Divine access to God can happen through a “perfect Shia.”

· After Kazim’s death, Ali-Mohammad (1819-50) declares himself the New Bab, 1000 years after death of 4th Bab.

· Divinely inspired new verses, from dreams.

· Reputed healer and holy man.

· Founder of Babism (1844).

· 1846: AM arrested. Escapes, but Babi communities are chased into Ottoman Empire (Iraq). Persecuted, and fighting back.

· 1850: AM executed by firing squad. Develops into Bahaism.

· Shrine of the Bab, Haifa, Israel, where AM is laid to rest.

· 2 people were fighting for control. One wants to hide and the other wants to fight against persecution; he becomes the new leader.

· Changes name to Baha’u’llah.

· Writes letters, makes public appearances.

· Rejects anti-nomianism of radical Sufism.

· Pushed to Ottoman Israel, received well and protected.

· Mysticism > law, but rejecting radicalism.

· Competitor from before, the hiding guy, is still fighting Baha’u’llah, who loses his followers and is imprisoned in Akka, 1868, by the Ottoman empire. 

· Writes a bunch of stuff; letters, scripture, revelations with prominent figures, promoting a world government.

· Preaches peace and universal justice.

· Dies in 1892.

· Sees himself as the 12th Imam, or a Messiah, re-appearance of Buddha, final avatar of Vishnu, a culmination of all religions, claiming that all religions worship the same divine reality and he is bringing them together.

· Buried in Acre, Israel. 

Abdul-Baha:

· Baha’u’llah’s eldest son.

· Everyone accepts him except his own family.

· Goes on a world tour.

· People love him; bringing BAha’ism into the Western religion.

Bahai Scripture

Book of Aqdas (1873):

· In Arabic: “The Mother-Book” of Bahai teachings.

Book of Certitude (1861):

· Persian and Arabic, most important theological treatise, commentary on Quran

Other writings by Abdul-Baha.

Principles of Bahai Faith

· Independent search for truth, unfettered by superstition/tradition.

· Oneness of human race.

· Basic unity of all religions.

· Condemnation of prejudice (all forms).

· Harmony between religion and science.

· Equality of men and women.

· Compulsory education.

· Adoption of universal auxiliary language.

· Abolition of extreme wealth and poverty.

· Installing of a world tribunal for adjudication of disputes between nations.

· Exaltation of work, spirit of service, to the rank of worship.

· Justice as ruling principle, religion to protect people and nations.

· Permanent and universal peace.

Bahai Practice
Calendar:

· Solar, 19 months of 19 days, 4 intercalary days.

· New Years: March 21.

· Other Holy Days:

· Martyrdom (July 9) and Birth (Oct. 20) of the Bab.

· Birth of Baha’u’llah (Nov.12).

· Ascension of Baha’ullah (May 20).

Prayer:

· Obligatory daily prayer for 15-70 years.

· Specific rites and preceded by ablutions.

· Face towards shrine of Baha’u’llah in Bahji, Israel.

· Exemptions: illness, danger, menstruation

· Worship at home, rejection of ritual.

· Reading of scripture and prayer.

· Shrines (Bahai houses of worship) are only for reading scripture; there are only 7 in the world.

· Temples open to public.

Fasting:

· 1 month (19 days) March 2-20, sunrise to sunset; spiritual, to reinvigorate the soul and grow closer to God.

· Applies to people in good health ages 15-70. 

Random:

· Forbidden: drugs, alcohol, Monasticism and asceticism (punishment of body), violence, gambling, slander, sex outside marriage.

· Universal House of Justice: Ruling World body, like Vatican only with less authority. 9 representatives settling policy, etc. exclusively male.

· 5 million BAhais in the world now.

STUDY OF RELIGION

· The history of religion is not over.

· Old traditions vs. New frauds.

· Mormonism and BAhai religions developing in a scientific environment, in the light of history.
· Study of recently developed religions can be used to shed light on invention of ancient religions.

· Started by an individual who is creative and charismatic and has a vision of how to change the world.

· Proselytizaton: preaching to communities (lack of proselytization explains lack of growth of Judaism, not an evangelical religion).

· Routinization and stability.

· Religions use the past to legitimize themselves: creation of collective memories.

· Critical point: after leader dies, someone steps in to continue it. 

Stages of Religion:

· Formation (leader).

· Persecution (part of identity).

· Exile (rejection).

· Settling (hierarchy and order).

· From anti-social to mainstream/accepted.

· Sectarianism (splitting into sects).

Scientology, Wicca, Hare Krishnas, Raelians: world religions begin with one person and their supporters.
