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Policy 
Public – a course of action or inaction chosen by public authorities (government) to address a given problem or inter-related set of problems. Latter is more common
Ie rural health: employment and transportation are huge factors 
Governments make choices to address something or not. It may be specifically not chosen to work on it; could be for many reasons. But that counts as policy 
Health-is assumed to embrace courses of action or inaction that affect the set of institutions, organizations, service, and funding arrangements of the health and health care system. It includes policy made by the public sector (government) as well as policies in the private sector. But because health is influenced by many determinants outside the health system, we are also interested in the action and intended actions of organizations external to the system that impact on health.
If you define an issue in a narrow way (few sectors) it will yield a narrow/inadequate solution. 
Ie if childhood obesity is just because they are not getting enough exercise, there are few solutions and they may not be effective. 
 decisions, plans and actions that are undertaken to achieve specific health care goals within a society. An explicit health policy can achieve several things: it defines a vision for the future which turn helps to establish targets and points of reference for the short and medium term….. didn’t get it.
What are the commonalities btw those 3 definitions 
Decision making 
Action/inaction 
Concensus and communication (people and values) 
Interdisciplinary / inter-sectoral (crossing organizations) 
Addressing an issue or problem
Resource allocation. 

Health policy triangle. 
 Meant to pull together key concepts that influence and shape policy 
actors  individuals/groups that participate in policy process either directly or indirectly 
everyone in the room. 
Government
Interest groups – ie health professionals 
Influential individuals – ie david 
Context – shapes and influences policy. 
Copy…….
policy process – the process of shaping policy initiatives from agenda setting to implementation and evaluation. 
Content

Another way to think about policy 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ideas – how issues areframed and presented. Ideologies or beliefs on how policy is framed 
Insitutions- the main one is government 
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