History: Lecture 1
· The distinction between the west and the east derived originally from the Greeks
· Greek civilization grew up mostly in the shadow of earlier civilizations to the South and East of Greece (Egypt & Mesopotamia)
· Greeks were the first to use “Europe” for a geographic area, taking the name of a minor goddess
· Romans saw themselves part of the West, and others saw themselves part of the East. The East was more sophisticated and more advanced, but also decadent and somewhat immoral
· West and East known as the “Occident” and the “Orient”
· Greco-Roman ideas about the West were passed onto people who lived in Western and Northern Europe, who saw themselves as the inheritors of this classical tradition and thus as the West
· When these Europeans started to make their own colonies, outside of Europe (15th Century), they thought that what they were doing as taking the Western culture with them
· Western Civilization was first taught at Columbia University in 1919
· Included cultures that as far back as ancient Greeks had been considered Eastern, such as Egypt and Mesopotamia, describing of them as “cradles of Western Civilization
· This spread to other universities and colleges evolving into what became known as the Introductory to Western Civilization
· After WW2, division between the West and East changed again. Was a division with West and East in Europe
· West: implied a capitalist economy
· East: communist Eastern bloc
·  Japan became Western, and some Greek-speaking areas of Europe became Eastern
· The collapse of the communism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe (1980’s) brought yet another change. Most of Eastern Europe joining the European Union, originally a Western organization
· Civilization: refers to a citizen, either a citizen of a town or of a larger political unit. Residents of cities viewed themselves as more advanced and sophisticated than rural folk
· More “civilized” and those who lived outside cities as more backward and primitive. Division between civilized and uncivilized led into whole societies
· Civilizations were those of human societies in which political, economic, and social organizations operated on a large scale. Had cities, laws that governed human relationships, codes of manners and social conduct that regulated how people were to behave, and scientific, philosophical, and theological beliefs that explained the larger world
· Only societies that used writing were judged to be civilizations
· People, who lived in small villages, without formal laws, with traditions passed down orally, were NOT recognized as civilizations. Were seen as inferior by those who lived within civilizations
· Came to mean more than a system of political and social organization. Meant a way of thinking and believing, a particular style of art and other facets of culture. Civilizations, thus, had different size
· No civilization stands alone, and each is influenced by its neighbours. Whatever Western civilization was/and is/it is shaped by interactions with other societies, cultures, and civilizations 
· By at least 400,000 B.C.E. humans were making basic stone tools. Earliest period of human history is the Palaeolithic Period (old stone age)
· This era lasted until about 11,000 B.C.E. Is by far the longest period of human history
· People lived by gathering and hunting, adapting their tools and styles of living to every type of environment
