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SOCIO 1001A: Introduction to Sociology I

2011: A year of discontent
Year of extraordinary importance. “
Arab Spring” – Series of violent clashes between police and demonstrators over skyrocketing food prices and deteriorating economy. 
Suicide of Mohamed Bouazizi – Ignites protest in Tunisia
Brutal Police Crackdown fuels further protests. 
President Ben Ali flees Tunasia for Saudi Arabia. 
Jasmine Revolution sent shockwaves across north America and the middle East. 
Ambacada movement arose towards end of May to resist cutbacks in social spending in the wake of the financial crisis. 
July 13 2011 – Adbusters sent out a call for action. Asked readers to flood lower manhattan. Aim to end the influence of money. 
Rule by and for the people and not for the corporations. 
London Riots – violent. Signs of discontent in Canada. 
G20 Summit. 
June 15 2011: Stanley Cup Playoff Riot
Canucks v. Bruins
Rioting due to losing in the Stanley Cup Finals. 
Street parties taking place each night. (High fiving, faces painted, screams of joy, mood was festive.)
Young, mostly male, wearing Canuck colors took to the streets in a riot, setting cars on fire, breaking through windows, cop cars.)

Violent Masculinity in subculture of hockey: Being manly is the willingness and ability to create acts of violence. Violence becomes wrapped up in what it means to be a man. Violence being allowed in hockey. Frontier justice. “Street fighting was moved onto the ice”. Refusal to ban fighting. Other sports based subcultures also produce violent notions of what it means to be a man. When all is mixed with alcohol and subject to defeats, it escalates in what can become a riot. It is thought that violence is okay in these situations. 
Individual Responsibility: On the right wing, most were extremely wary of any explanation that attributed to the rioters actions to anything beyond the criminality of the individuals responsible. Suspicious of any explanation that suggests social, economic or culture factors that may have played a role in motivating their perpetrators. Unfairly diminishing the responsibility of those who committed the acts. 
Anarchist subcultures: After the G20 riots, Toronto officials, police forces, and the federal government blamed organization of thugs, rioters and anarchists known as the Black Bloc. Claimed Black Bloc wants to overthrow the government and the collapse of the capitalist system. Took advantage of peaceful protests in order to make it larger and cause a riot. Create a scapegoat. Explanation works well for police and government. Impossible to blame the 2011 riots on small group of anarchists. 
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· Ignored the truth about the riots – Youth. 
· Why did young people take to the streets?
· Conway: Success of “We are all Canucks” and spectacles like the Stanley Cup Playoffs are fuelled by our desperate need for solidarity, especially among young people. We feel disconnected, alone, isolated.
· Anomie: We are isolated from one another in our everyday lives and we crave genuine experiences of connectedness. 
· Because of isolation, we are attracted to the “false communities” (subcultures) like “Sens Army”. 
· Feelings of anomie are prevalent, especially among youths. 
· It is not the result of poverty. 
· Produced by social isolation, disconnectedness and lack of shared social norms/values. 
· It is manifested in despair, feelings of hopelessness, but also in rage. 
· Expectations & Reality
· Anomie can be created by a chasm between hopes, dreams and expectations and the social and economic reality social groups encounter. 
· Youth unemployment rated (14%) twice the national average (7%)
· Pop Culture Promises
· Young people have never been more optimistic about their prospects. 
· Media illustrates the lives of wealthy entrepreneurs, actors, pro athletes, reality tv stars, heiresses and socialites. 
· Young people expect to get out of school, get a job quickly, and make on average 70,000$ a year. 
· People on TV never work. 
· “Eating Our Young”
· Young people are met with uncertainty, student debt, under-employment, under-paid, unpaid internships, unemployment. 
· There is a great disconnect between the promises society makes to its young people and the social and economic reality those young people encounter. Society lies. 
· Times where anomie will be more articulate. 
· Emile Durkheim:
· Theory is the product of the study of suicide. 
· His Life and Time
· Serious and intimidating presence
· Cold and logical style of argument
· Earned loyal friends and bitter enemies. (See powerpoint)
Political Conservativ, Functionalist
Organic analogy: Societies are analogous to organisms. Each institution performs a vital role for the society or it will eventually cease to exist. 
Conservative Assumptions: Society is relatively uniform with a strong consensus on core values, norms, ways of life, rather than divided into opposed ethnic groups or economic classes with opposed interests, values, ideals. 
Institutions are “functional”, work for everyone. 
Dreyfus Affair
Convicted of seeling state secrets to Germans
Sent to Devils Island
Suspicion he had been framed 
Defended by Durkheim based on the principles of French Republic. 
Sided with those who favoured full fledged democracy in France. 
Argued he should have full benefit of the rights of man, including freedom from oppression and arbitrary arrest. 
Context: France humiliated in Franco-Prussian War
War unites Germany 
Leads workers and political radicals to temporarily seize control of French State in the Paris Commune. 
Political elite in France pushed for authoritarian rule. 
Durkheim Sociology: Often wrongly painted as a political conservative today. 
Believed strongly in the ideals of the French Revolution: democracy, liberty and the rights of man. 
Balance ideals against greatly expanded public education, which would produce moral and responsible citizens who were faithful to Republics ideals. 
Wanted to find a compromise. 
Moral crisis in the crisis facing France. 
Needed a new science of Morality – France. 
Sociology could be a new science.
The Problem of Suicide: More people taking their own lives in France than ever before. Was a moral crisis. Nervous disorder used to explain this crisis. It made people mentally exhausted and more likely to take their own life. 
Five Key Factors of Nervous Disorder
1 – Increase in steam Power
2 - Rise of telegraph 
3 - Rise of periodical press
4 - Expansion of Scientific Knowledge 
5 - Increased mental activity of women. 
Change makes people uneasy, and make people in power uneasy. 
Late 1890’s society started to change rapidly, with technology and economy, ect. 
Steam power shrunk the distance between places, allowed people to travel and incredible speeds. Pace of life was changing with steam power. 
Modern people are accustom to change and innovation. 
Steam power could be mentally harmful. Damaging to the fragile constitutions of middle class women. 
Beard was not alone in feeling threatened. 
Sociology will never replace religion. 
Women commit far less suicide than men. Instead diagnosed with nervous disorder and less likely to commit suicide. Rates held consistent throughout the time. 
· Two types of solidarity:
· Social Solidarity can refer to the extent to which individuals are attached to the collective rules and ideals of a given society. I.E. Norms of the society. 
· Refer to the extent individuals are regulated by societies rules. 
· Too closely watched, regulated may be fatalistic and prone to suicide. 
Four basic forms of suicide:
Egoistic Suicide 
Occurred when people didn’t believe strongly enough in the collective ideals of society. Lack of fate in societies moral code. Isolate themselves and focus on their misery. Question every aspect of their own existence (Existential crisis). Examples: Academics.
Altruistic Suicide
People who believe too strongly in the rules in their society. Separate their own interests from those in their society. Social context of little personal autonomy. (Ex: Military, soldiers, samurai’s)
Anomic Suicide 
Societies regulation of individuals are too weak. Peoples desires and wants run free, and not enough socially imposed limits on what people can and cannot do. People who develop an increase or decrease in wealth would be vulnerable to this type of suicide. (Market Society)
Ex: Pro athletes, celebrities, bankrupt entrepreneurs, divorcees, lottery winners. 
Fatalistic Suicide 
Not discussed in great detail. It is a form of suicide people may commit when overregulated by society. Where there is lack of freedom and liberty. Thinking of Germany. Examples: Slaves, recently married men, living under diplomatic government. 
Problems and Prejudice
Women commit suicide more often when divorce is forbidden compared to in countries where it is not. Opposite for men. Durkheim argued that men had stronger innate passions than women. In reality, women more likely to be in abusive relationships and divorce provides an escape. 

Suicide is the 2nd most common death after accidents. 
Durkheim’s Theory Today
Young people are less firmly rooted in society, less likely to share a strong belief in the ideals, values and norms of mainstream culture.(egoistic) Also, persistent underemployment for young people (anomie), which may be leading to insufficient moral regulation. Evidence: Large scale riots, submersion in subcultures. 
Karl Marx’s Theory of Alienation:
Religion is a prototypical form of alienation – humans create God and then come to believe God created them. 
Was an atheist
Religious ideals served the needs of the ruling classes. 
Not that religions are bad, per say. Can be stupefying, mind numbing, like a drug. Prevented the people from doing anything about it. Religion rendered the masses docile.
Make history, shape nature, create culture. 
“Work”, creation and Alienation:
Humans are created for work. It is in our bones and tissue. 
Human animal evolved, in an environment in which to work. 
Work created man, not God. 
Work is essential to create human nature. 
Industrialization, Work, Alienation:
1) Private property separates people from the objects that they produce. Objects that we create through work are a natural extention of us. 
2) Work is broken down into more simple tasks which require a mere fraction of our natural potential. 
3) Workers in a capitalist society don’t work to express themselves but rather exchange their labour for cash which is exchanged for commodities. 

Four types of Alienation
1. Workers are alienated from the products of their own labour. 
Produce much greater surprlus, but don’t own it. Difference between what they are paid and value of what they produce in the market. Harder a person works, further they strengthen their source of their own domination. 
2. Workers are alienated from their own labour. 
Work is a reflection of our own hopes, dreams and values. Work is something we tolerate and must do in order to survive. 
Wherever there is no physical compulsion, industrial labour is shunned like the plague. We are coerced – “It is forced labour”. 
Sharp division created between “free time” and work.
3. Competition in the labour market alienates workers from each other. 
Capitalism may not create the gender, age and ethnic-based division of labour which also existed in traditional societies, it explouts and reinforces these divisions between to increase competition and drive down the cost of labour people. 
4. Workers are alienated from their “species being”.
We become less human, more animal like. When we are encouraged to turn our brains off, we lose our humanity. Most people only get to express themselves in performing their animal functions. 
Alienation Today:
Increasingly complex division of labour and the subdivision of tasks. 
Structures and machines which limit the amount of control and autonomy people can exercise over the conditions in which they work. 
To find these sources, we should look in highly automated workplaces in which computer technology is used to orchestrate a complex division of labour. 
Computer technology alienates people from the sensory experience of production. 
Interaction only with screens. 
Computer is a smart machine, human intelligence is rarely engaged. 
Efficient instruments of surveillance and tools for exercising power. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alienation is not restricted to work. Mood, emotional state from work is brought home. 
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