SOCI 2450
-Criminology: an interdisciplinary profession built around the scientific study of crime and criminal behaviour.

-Ideology: the body of doctrine, myth, belief, etc., that guides the criminal justice system. Such a body of doctrine, myth, etc., with reference to some political and social plan, as that of fascism, along with the devices for putting it into operation. 

-Criminal law: body of law that regulates actions that have the potential to harm interests of the state.
-There are three essential characteristics of criminal law:

1) Politicality- enforced by political authorities
2) Specificity- specific rules regarding human conduct
3) Uniformity- rules apply to everyone equally.
-Ferri: wrote a book, first to talk about criminal statistics
-Moved from punishing to rehabilitating

-Two schools of thought: positivist and classical.

Positivist 
-the application of scientific techniques to the study of crime and criminals

-focused on offender

-saw their behaviour as influenced by innate constitution and immediate environment 
-punishment must be strictly related to the offender.

-saw sentences as a measure of crime prevention.

-insisted on the idea of penalties to the individual criminal.

-advocated attempts at rehabilitation.

-believed that the thought of future crimes an offender may commit should come into play during sentencing.

Classical
-a criminological perspective that held that women and men are rational beings, that crime is the result of the exercise of free will, and that punishment can be effective in reducing the incidence of crime.

-saw offender as rational and having free will to choose

-punishment must be strictly related to the crime.

-saw sentences as proportionate to the crime already committed.
-rejected the idea of penalties to the individual criminal.

-ruled out any ideas or attempts at rehabilitation.

-the future crimes an offender may commit aren’t thought about during sentencing.
-These two schools of thought basically argue about punishment or reformation as the ideal way to deal with criminals.

Conservatives

-classist
-very moralistic

-only you are responsible for your actions and failure, no matter what.
-get tough on crime even when crime rates are down, 

-“war on crime”

-looks at discipline and self control

-believe incarceration is the answer

-don’t base their programs on empirical data

-emphasizes the rules of criminal law.
Liberals

-crime is based upon social conditions people are subjected to

-approach crime using the causes of crime

-believe people can be rehabilitated

-advocate lots of crime prevention

-emphasizes the rules of criminal procedure

-interested in evidence

-The Liberals and the Conservatives disagree on what should or should not do.

-Evidence-based crime policy: policy that is based on empirical evidence of scientific research.

>What is the evidence?

>Does the evidence support that the policy works?

>Has the research been done to the highest standards?

>Have the findings been replicated?

-Elements of evidence-based crime policy:

1) Demands evidence of the result and effectiveness of the policy.

2) Sets a high requirement of experimental or quasi-experimental research designs, especially using methodology of randomization. 

3) Sets a requirement of replication, confirmed by several similar studies.

Deterrence Theory:
-Specific deterrence: specific to one person to prevent them from committing crime.

-General deterrence: punishing one person to set an example.

-Traditional crackdowns are unfocused

-Displacement effect: forcing criminals to commit their crimes elsewhere.

-If you focus on repeat offenders, you are more likely to make a dent in crime than dispersing numerous officers to random areas.

-To reduce crime, police must team up with community and government agencies.

-There are four assumptions of the deterrence theory:

1) Potential offenders have to be aware of a penalty for a particular crime.
2) Potential offenders have to perceive the consequence of lawbreaking to be unpleasant and thus something to avoid.

3) Potential offenders have to believe the risk of arrest and conviction and punishment present.

4) People are rational and will weigh the consequences of their actions and the risks and benefits of the act.

-Nagin gives four reasons why deterrence doesn’t work:

1) Little is known about long-term effects of crime policies.

2) Not a lot of knowledge about perceptions of risks, as calculating risks is individualistic.

3) How are policies going to be implemented? It varies and is never consistent.

4) Laws and policies are not always implemented as intended.

-How can police effectively reduce crime?

1) Plan, demographic analysis, risk assessment of areas in the community.

2) Involve outside experts, ie psychologists.

3) Focus on particular problem and/or geographical areas.

4) Develop partnerships with other criminal justice and noncriminal justice agencies.

5) Establish solid relationships with community groups.

6) Allow a rigorous and independent evaluation.

“Killer Driver Myth”

1) Places blame on a small number of people.
2) Emphasizes killing of innocent people.

3) Places much of the blame on criminal justice system and not putting those criminals away.

4) Makes criminal punishment the primary focus of efforts to reduce drunk driving.

-Most people killed in alcohol-related crash have no history of drunk driving.

-There are many different types of policies that can reduce and deter drunk driving than just increasing penalties:

1) We can make cars safer.

2) Seatbelts and airbags required in all new vehicles.

3) In the United States, they augmented the drinking age to 21.

4) Use socialization, ie anti-drinking and driving campaigns making it no longer socially accessible to drink and drive.

5) Ignition interlock systems- breathalyser for repeat offenders.

-A combination of those things is more affective than just solely increasing jail time. 
-Does probation/parole really work?

-Supervision is minimal (too many parolees at a time)

-What skills, education, etc, does an officer have to make an assessment of a released prisoner? And to create a treatment program?

-What is the impact of the programs that re-enter prisoners into society?

Victimization/Victims of Crime

-Wolfgang, criminologist: studied 688 homicide cases in Philadelphia based on police reports.

-Victimization surveys help discover how many crimes go unreported. 

-Victim-precipitated homicide: victim initiated the act, first to use violence.

-Non-victim-precipitated crime homicide: not directly initiated by someone other than the victim (stranger-based crime)

-Lifestyle theory of victimization: Michael Hindelang with James Garofalow. They developed eight specific propositions:

1) Probability of suffering a personal victimization is directly related to the amount of time a person spends in public places, especially at night.

2) Probability of being in public places, especially at night, varies as a function of lifestyle.

3) Social contacts and interactions occur disproportionately among individuals who share similar lifestyles.

4) An individual’s chances of personal victimization are dependent upon the extent to which the individual shares demographic characteristics with offenders, such as young, urban males.

5) The proportion of time that an individual spends among non-family members varies as a function of lifestyle.

6) The proportion of personal victimization, especially personal theft, increases as a function of the proportion of time that an individual spends with non-family members.

7) Variations in lifestyle are associated with variations in the ability of individuals to isolate themselves from persons with a criminal record.

8) Variations in lifestyle are associated with variations in the convenience, the desirability, and visibility of the person as a target for a personal victimization.

-Due Process Model: an approach to criminal justice that emphasizes civil liberties and the importance of the verdict rather than the efficiency of the process.

-Crime Control Model: describes an assembly-line approach to justice, focusing on the efficient repression of crime and the safety of the community. 
Law Enforcement and Order Maintenance
-Police-invoked law enforcement: initiate the police by calling them, great discretion with police.
-Citizen-invoked law enforcement: great discretion with citizens.

-Police-invoked order maintenance: police intervene on their own initiative, ie parades.

-Citizen-invoked order maintenance: citizen calls police, ie noise complaints, domestic dispute.

-There are three styles of policing according to Wilson:

1) Watchman Style: maintaining order, keeping an eye on problem areas.

2) Legalistic Style: focus is on charging as many people as possible, possibly due to quotas.

3) Service Style: service oriented, to help and assist people.
-Symbolic assailant: someone police perceive as a potential troublemaker on their own criteria.

-Oath of Office: means police can’t use profane or derogatory language, but citizens can.

-Police training is out of date

-There is psychological testing that is first administered during recruitment, however most recruits don’t show signs of problems until after training when they’re on the job.

-The RCMP are in contract to serve all provinces except the ones that have their own provincial police force (Ontario and Quebec).

-Factors on how police officers respond:

1) Character of officer

2) Place where it occurs

3) Character of the person whom the encounter is had.

-Justice: the act of insuring that no person is mistreated and guaranteeing that the person who needs the most help will get the most help in the nine major areas of people activity 
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Justice according to the law

-People Activity:

>Education

>Economics

>Entertainment

>Labour

>Law

>Politics

>Religion

>Sex

>War

-Policing:

>7%-10% is what you say

>30%-40% is pitch/tone

>50%-60% is body language

>93% is the delivery system

-There are three main theories to explain crime:

1) Social Structure Theories
2) Social Process Theories
3) Social Conflict Theories
Social Structure Theories
-Explain crime by reference to various aspects of the social fabric.

-Emphasize relationships among social institutions and describe the types of behaviour that tend to characterize groups of people as opposed to individuals. 

-Locate and explain crime within the environment where you live.

-There are three fundamental assumptions to these theories:

1) Social groups, social institutions, the arrangements of society, and social roles all provide the focus for criminological study. 

2) Group dynamics, group organization, and subgroup relationships form the causal nexus out of which crime develops.

3) The structure of society and its relative degree of organization or disorganization are important factors contributing to the prevalence of criminal behaviour.

-There are three types of social structure theories:

1) Ecological Theory

-Emphasizes demographics (that characteristics of population groups) and geographics (the mapped location of such group relative to one another).

-Sees the social disorganization that characterizes delinquency areas as a major cause of criminality and victimization. 

-Park and Burgess developed the concept of zone theory:
-Every “zone” gets a rating based on crime; they created these zones by making targets on map of cities.

>Zone 1: Commercial centre of activity

>Zone 2: Transitional zone from business to residential

>Zone 3: Working class district

>Zone 4: Middle class

>Zone 5: Suburbs, commuter zone

-Criminology of Place: an emerging perspective that emphasizes the importance of geographic location and architectural features as they are associated with the prevalence of criminal victimization; “hotspots” of crime.

-Broken Windows Thesis: the way in which your environment is presented dictates whether or not you’ll be more susceptible to committing crime or have a crime committed to you.
-Defensible Theory: crime prevention through environment.

-Target Hardening: the reduction in criminal opportunity for a particular location, generally, through the use of physical barriers, such as security systems or dogs.

2) Strain Theory

-Anomie: developed by Durkheim. It means society that is in chaos, feels alienated by the government, and has a sense of despair.

-Anomic individual: person at high risk of suicide.

-When normalness exists in society, regular norms are weakened and people can’t find themselves; they feel despair.

-Anomie: disjunction between institutional means and cultural goals. Person cannot achieve cultural goals by regular means.

-Durkheim outlined four different types of suicide:

1) Anomic suicide

2) Fatalistic suicide

3) Egotistic suicide

4) Altruistic suicide

-Durkheim saw that certain groups of people have a higher rate of suicide, ie unmarried people.

-Suicide rates go up when the world is at peace, or when a country has economic instability.

-Social integration is a way to reduce anomie.

-Durkheim believed that deviance is inevitable, even in a society full of saints, but that the type of deviance committed by saints would be less serious.

-Robert Mertin: believed the way to adapt with anomie is with modes of adaptation:

1) Conformity

2) Innovation (criminals)

3) Ritualists (scaling down aspirations)

4) Retreatists (homeless people or recluses)

5) Rebellion (can change their views on institutional means and goals as life goes on)

	Modes of Adaptation
	Institutional Means
	Institutional Goals

	Conformity
	Accepted
	Accepted

	Innovation
	Not Accepted
	Accepted

	Ritualists
	Accepted
	Rejected

	Retreatists
	Not Accepted
	Not Accepted

	Rebellion
	Can be either accepted or rejected
	Can be either accepted or rejected


-Mertin says you need modes of adaptation to achieve goals if you’re frustrated by not achieving them.

-Albert Cohen: elaborated Mertin’s theory.

-Society encourages people to achieve status, but at the same time makes it difficult for lower class people to achieve it; this is called “status frustration”.

-Status frustration: forcing people to achieve a certain status in an environment that is impossible to do so.

-He studied high schools to find out why gangs are formed.

-Discovered that delinquent subcultures were formed due to a lack of ability to achieve middle-class values and status.

-Cloward and Ohlin: differential illegitimate and legitimate opportunity.

-We have goals in society and certain pathways to achieve those goals.

-Not everyone has equal access to opportunity.

-If someone cannot reach their cultural goals, they will choose a different pathway and turn to crime.

-There are legitimate and illegitimate opportunities; what you choose determines the outcome.

3) Culture Conflict Theory
-Suggests that the root of criminality can be found in a clash of values between groups over what is acceptable or proper behaviour.

-Thorsten Sellin described two types of conflict.

-Primary: when a clash of cultures occurs
-Secondary: when smaller groups within the one culture clash 

Social Process Theories

-Assert that criminal behaviour is learned in interactions with others.

-Suggest that individuals who have weak ties to conformity are more likely to be influenced by the social processes and experiences that lead to crime.

-There are four major theories:

1) Social Learning Theory

-By Edward Hart Sutherland

-Relevant today

-Differential association: through interaction with others, individuals learn the values, attitudes, techniques, and motives for criminal behavior and deviance.

-There are nine principles of differential association:

1) All crime is learned, and criminal behaviour is also learned.

2) Crime is learned with other people or from other behaviour through communication

3) The principle part of learning criminal behaviour is done within intimate and personal groups.

4) When criminal behaviour is learned, the learning includes the techniques of committing the crime, which can be simple or complicated, and the specific direction of motives, drives, attitudes, and rationalizations.

5) The specific direction of motives and drives is learned from definitions of the legal codes as either favourable or unfavourable.

6) A person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions favorable to violation of law over definitions unfavorable to violation of the law; they have more reasons to rationalize the crime than to not commit it.

7) Differential associations may vary in frequency, duration, priority, and intensity.

8) The process of learning criminal behavior by association with criminal and non-criminal patterns involves all of the mechanisms that are involved in any other learning.

9) While criminal behavior is an expression of general needs, wants and values, it is not explained by those needs, wants and values, since non-criminal behavior is an expression of the same needs, wants and values.

-Sykes and Matza put forth the idea of neutralization techniques
-Neutralization Techniques: learned justifications that can allow criminal offenders to justify their behaviour.

-There are five neutralization techniques:

1) Denial of responsibility

2) Denial of injury

3) Denial of the victim

4) Condemning the condemners

5) An appeal to higher authorities

2) The Labeling Theory
-Interprets deviance as a process of symbolic interaction between both deviants and nondeviants.

-They ask “Who applies the deviant label to whom?” and “What consequences does the application of this label have for the person labeled and for the people who apply the label?”

-Howard S. Becker came up with four types of deviant labels:
1) The Accused Deviant: someone who is not actually deviant, but is viewed to be deviant, ie due to tattoos or sexual orientation. They are accused of deviant behaviour based on suspicion, and not actual evidence.

2) The Conformist Deviant: everyone does everything the same; deviant because society expects variety.

3) The Secret Deviant: you see what they put out, but behind the scenes they are someone completely different.

4) The Pure Deviant: people are who they are and are unapologetic about it, and are very open about it.

-People who represent the forces of law and order as well as conventional morality typically apply the deviant label to those who have allegedly violated the law and morality. 

-Once someone has been labeled as deviant, they tend to see themselves as deviant, which leads them to continue the so-called behaviour.

-Tagging: the process whereby an individual is negatively defined by agencies of justice.

-Tannenbaum: two types of deviant acts. One is the first act, which the child considers innocent, but the adult considers deviant. The second act is the final behaviour, which both the child and the adult consider deviant.

-Lemert: distinguished those two acts as primary deviation and secondary deviation. They are more than the fact that one occurs before the other. Primary deviation is a matter of value conflict, while the behaviour becomes a secondary deviation only when the person comes to agree with the society.

1) Primary deviation

2) Social penalities

3) Further primary deviation

4) Stronger penalties and rejections

5) Further deviation, followed by hostility

6) Crisis reached on penalties and tolerance level

7) Strengthening of deviant conduct

8) Acceptance of identity

9) Secondary deviance

-Consequences for labeler are positive. Social order is reinforced and enhanced.

Shaming Theory
-Proposed by John Braithwaite. Believe there are two types of shaming:

1) Stigmatic shaming: status degradation, humiliation at court, demeaning you, drives a wedge between offender and society.  Stigmatic shaming ruins the tie between the offender and society, probably for the remainder of the offender’s life.

2) Reintegrative shaming: repair damage between offender and victim, bring offender back into society as a law-abiding citizen. Also known as reconciliation shaming.

3) Social Control Theory

-Perspectives predicting that when social constraints on anti-social behaviour are weakened or absent, delinquent behaviour emerges. 

-Asks why people obey rules instead of breaking them.

-Looks at ways to control behaviour.

Social Bond Theory

-Elements of social bonding include attachment to families, commitment to social norms and institutions (school, employment), involvement in activities, and the belief that these things are important.
-Proposed by Travis Hirschi. There were four elements to his theory:

1) Attachment: people attach themselves and relate to society

2) Commitment: commit to comply because of fear of what might happen.

3) Involvement: prevents them from committing crime because they don’t have time from societal involvement.

4) Belief: common value system that everyone shares.

Containment Theory

-Proposed by Walter Reckless.

-A form of control theory that suggests a series of both internal and external factors contributes to law-abiding behaviour.

-It looks like at society the same way as a human body, ie an immune system.
-Containment: aspects of the social bond that act to prevent individuals from committing crime and engaging in deviance. 
-Reckless believed that there are two types of containment:

1) Internal containment: conscience, can stop yourself from committing crime. Having personal aspirations and a good self-image helps with this.

2) External containment: use of authority influence to prevent crime and to give out meaningful roles.
Social Development Theory

-Understands that development, which begins at birth, occurs primarily within a social context.

-Has a view of human development that examines multiple levels of maturation simultaneously.

-Includes biological, familial interpersonal, cultural, societal, and ecological developmental levels.

Life course theory:

-This theory is an explanation for criminality that recognizes factors that influence criminal behaviour as most powerful during the early stages of life.
-Looks at:

1) Development of offending

2) Risk and protective factors in different ages

3) Effects of life event on the course of development

Social Conflict Theory

-A perspective on social organization holding that conflict is a fundamental aspect of social life itself and can never be resolved.

-Social conflict: has to do with the incompatible interests, needs, and desires of such diverse groups as businesses v.s. labor unions, conservative v.s. liberal political groups, etc.

-Social conflict has been said to bring about criminal behaviour.

-Believe it is due to class conflict that crime occurs.

-However, most theorists find that if equality was achieved, crime would greatly decrease rather than disappear.

-Assumes five things:

1) Society is divided by conflict.
2) Society is made up of groups based on political and economic power.

3) Differences in social class, and in particular those arrangements within society that maintain class differences, are the focus for criminological study.

4) Powerful groups make laws that reflect and protect their interests.

5) Crime is an outcome of conflict between those who have and those who have not.

-Types of Social Conflict Theories

-Radical Criminology:

-Holds that the causes of crime are rooted in social conditions that empower the wealthy, but disenfranchise those less fortunate.

-Feminist Criminology:

-Sees the conflict and inequality present in society as based on primarily on gender.

-Conventional conflict theories of crime are largely inapplicable to women, and the status of women as victims and offenders reflects the continuing subordination of women.

-Peacemaking Criminology:

-Holds that crime control agencies and citizens must work together to alleviate social problems including crime.

-Left-Realist Criminology:

-Holds that crime is a “real” social problem experienced by the lower classes.

Seven Widely Accepted Conclusions of Offending
1) Peaks between 15-19 years of age.

2) Peak age of first offending is 8-14 years of age, peak age of desistance from crime is 20-29.

3) The earlier you start to commit crime, the longer you’ll be involved in criminal behaviour.

4) Continuity of offending and anti-social behaviour from childhood all the way to adulthood.

5) A small percentage of offenders do the largest percentage of crime in the area.
6) Most offences in the teen years involve associates.

7) Different types of offences will occur before committing bigger crimes (ie petty theft to burglary to robbery).
-Public protection: protecting the public by putting dangerous offenders away.

-Denunciation: the act or an instance of denouncing, especially a public condemnation or censure
-Retribution: the act of taking revenge upon a upon a criminal perpetrator.

Police Deviance

-Albert Reese’s definition on police brutality: a physical assault on a citizen was judged to be improper or unnecessary only if force was used in this way:

1) If a policeman physically assaulted a citizen and then didn’t make an arrest.

2) If the citizen being arrested did not by word or deed resist arrest, force should only be used if it’s necessary to make an arrest.

3) If there is resistance to the arrest, and the police could have restrained the suspect in any other way.

4) If a large number of policemen were present and could have assisted in subduing the citizen in lock up and investigation.

5) If the offender is handcuffed and made no attempt to flee or offered violent resistance.

6) If the citizen resisted arrest, and then the force was continued even after the citizen was subdued.

-Lack of control, lack of leadership, lack of communication between ranks, lack of supervision and mentoring, training programs are out of date

-90% of policing has to do with communication and not actual police work, yet 90% of the training has to do with police work and not communication.

3 models of police oversight:

1) Dependent: police investigating police, no civilian involvement

2) Interdependent: Some civilian involvement as well as police investigating

3) Independent: civilian-run, no investigation by working police officers.

Most common oversight model: police investigating police.

Most common reason for change: public outcry over civilian deaths.

1990: Special Investigations Unit was formed. Canada’s only fully independent police oversight body- director and all investigators are civilian (but can be ex-police). SIU investigates only incidents of serious injury or death. Complaints about police conduct go to Independent Police Review Director.

If police are involved in a shoot out that results in death or serious injury, they must contact the SIU immediately; they are not allowed to interview witnesses or touch the body, as part of the legislation. 

Complaints about SIU:

-Pro-police bias

-Secretive

-Chronically slow

-Ineffective

-Lacked credibility with public and police.

Findings of investigation of SIU:

-Lack of strong clear legislation

-lack of independence: most investigators were ex-police, predominantly white, male, over 50 years old. Wore police rings and ties, showing off the police culture.

-Lack of resources: not enough full time staff, overly concerned about overtime, didn’t dispatch closes investigators, not enough vehicles, mobile devices.

-Lack iof rigour in investigations

-Lack of diligence: SIU did not hold police to account, no investigation of failure to notify, no records of non-compliance, fear of confrontation.

-Lack of transparency: director’s reports not released publicly, charges rarely laid, public and victims not told reasons why, lack of evidence made findings suspect, fuelled perception of pro-police bias.

Results:

Government and SIU agreed to all recommendations.

New director.

Less delay in witness reports.

Better dispatch systems

More charges, more press releases, more conflict with police.

Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (CCJS)

-Police Reported Crime:

-The documented and reported results of an administration process.

-Criminal incidents that are known to police.
-Reported incidents documented to police.

-Documented incidents that have been classified according to counting rules 

-Classified incidents that are statistically recorded.

-Statistically recorded incidents that are reported to the CCJS.

-Police-reported crime rates peaked in the early 1990s.

-Overall trends driven by minor non-violent offences.

-The overall crime rate continues to drop, driven by a decline in property crimes.
