MIT1200 Media in Society 
Lecture #1

Signs 


Sr Tree 

=Signifier 



(Image of a tree comes to mind) 

Sd  
=Signified 






							“Reality” 
							Referent – when you actually 										see the tree 

^All these factors together are a sign^ 

Denotative Signs (simple signs)

· These types of signs only have 1 meaning 
· Ex: in traffic, green always meaning go and red always means don’t go – never the other way around 
· For people who are from other places and don’t know denotative signs, they learn what the sign means by example 
· *one of the earliest languages you learn is traffic because you’ve been driven around in a car forever (likely)








Connotative Signs **important**

· How do we interpret what we are being told 
· How we get other people to understand what you mean 
· Depending on what people know, we make assumptions about the type of person they are 
· Ex: the pink triangle from WW2, the person that knows what the sign is, is assumed to be homosexual because that is the signs meaning 
· Resignification: when people change the meaning of something

In WW2 it meant: 		The gay community evolved the signs 						meaning:	
																								Community, pride, love, honour
Death

	

How much do you really need?
																																																																													       We make assumptions about who people are by the signs they display.  Hairy armpits…
Feminist 

· Someone who loves granola, trees, wears sandals, incense yoga, rides a bike, has long hair and doesn’t shave is assumed a hippie 
Other sign languages you speak (apart from car (shown earlier))
· Girl 
· Boy
· Shopping 

Complex Sign Systems 

· And agreement 
· Arbitrariness 
· As cultural creations 
*advertising is the most powerful sign maker*

I <3 YOU – means different things to different people 

Things taken away from this lecture 
1. All languages are made of signs 
2. All signs are arbitrary 
3. We AGREE on MEANING 
4. We use Many kinds of signs (visual, verbal, non-verbal, scientific)




















Semiotics Day 2
Reading the World


1. Watch the Signified (watch what the meaning of the sign is)

The word “fuck” – a shame, missed, surprised, something, shock, thinking, “ow!”, question? , satisfaction 

2. Private Signs 

Signs between family members or spouses, other people cant understand those signs 
· You speak the most private signs with people like your family and friends because they know you the best and you’ve spend the most time with them 
· Ex: a friend that knows you’re lying because they can read your nonverbal signs 
· Ex: in the clip the woman knew her husband was cheating because at a party when he poured his mistress a drink she didn’t say thank you – which indicated to the woman that they must have been close (a social sign)

3. Public Signs 
· Public signs are political 
· We are always confronted with them in our lives
· People are constantly exposed to logos in the world that we live in
· Argument: we see 1000 different ads a day
· If you’re online more 
· We swim through this world of signified systems 
· Telling us how to act
· What’s cool, what isn’t cool
· We need to know:
· The context (where it appeared – will determine how well it is targeted to you) 
· Is this ad talking about race, class or gender  (you cant talk about 1 without talking about them all) 







The music video of Love Story: the signs  

Hair Clothes 
· Fake 17th-19th century 
· White dress 
· Corset 

Props + Colors 
· Harpsichord 
· Earth tones 
· Ring 

Environment 
· Castle
· Meadow 
· Forest 

Actors 
· Young blonde & dark 

Lyrics 
· Daddy 
· Romeo & Juliet 
· Save me 
· Married 

Music Sound 
· Major key 
· Ballade 
· Upbeat 
· Quiet 

· This is the beginning of analyzing 
· From the signs we get the signified which is: 
· Class: aristocracy 
· Gender: men will save women by married 
· Stay a virgin 
· Obey daddy 
· Race: they show no black people (not major though, can be argued though)

In the Rihanna “Hard” video, she signifies the meaning of the word “Hard” to her situation of being abused – she uses symbols of the war in Iraq  

Celebrities (the signifier) 
We are famous, so we must be important, better than you, beautiful (the signified)
4. Reading the World 

· We’re used to looking at fiction as real 
· Such as peoples tweets 
· Reality tv 
· Magazines 
· The things we think are true are not necessarily true, they are a version of what seems to be real 

The black crows in Dumbo sing in black voices and live in the forest separated from the other characters
· Direct connection to the Jim Crow laws (political issue) 


Things taken away from this lecture 

1. The same signifier can have a huge variety of signifieds.  
2. Private sign systems are concise, powerful, revealing 
3. All public sign systems are loaded in terms of race, class and gender
4. We are always trying to understand what a text meant to “them: There: then”




If the same signifier can have a huge variety of signifieds,


[bookmark: _GoBack]Idea Card: 
Does age play a role in how a person interprets signs? I believe it does. Take the various sorts of age demographics that use Facebook. Facebook users generally range from ages 14 to 70. For my generation and the generation of Facebook users, we hardly, if not at all, remember a world without Facebook. This demographic of users interprets signs such as “liking” a photo as something done without real thought, just a social norm or common courtesy.  For parents and grandparents who are users it most likely means a sign of friendship or someone’s genuine appreciation for the photograph. 
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