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Objectives
1. the meaning and significance of political culture
2. the differences of Canadian VS. American political cultures
3. the level of political interest, knowledge, and participation in Western democracies
4. the decline of confidence and trust in politicians
5. the low level of voting by young people
6. political socialization and its agents
7. the post-materialist theory of change in political culture 

CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS
Samuel Huntington, 1993
Civilizations have different values that underpin them, and it's only a matter of time until it leads to clashes 
globalization is leading to a pushback because it is so Western dominated - other civilizations will want to reject these values (e.g. individualism, free market, liberalism, rule of law) 
Many disagreed with Huntington
notion of major differences between societies over issues such as abortion, marriage rights, divorce (social issues) weren't that different - Western societies had only become very liberal recently 
Political rights - people want to embrace political freedom, individualism, free market, etc. despite having authoritarian governments 
Belief that he was being too optimistic about how alike we were within civilizations - important differences within groupings 

POLITICAL CULTURE
Culture vs. Political Culture
Culture - identity in terms of food, sports, entertainment, lifestyle 
Political culture - ideals and values e.g. equality, environment, freedom of assembly, freedom to mobilize, to protest 
Political Culture: the fundamental political values, beliefs, and orientations that are widely held within a political community 
How do we study it? 
Surveys, census, polling
Products: literature, pop culture, symbols, myths 
Political discourse - look at the language in political life and how it's used e.g. words like freedom, democracy, equality - what are the meanings that people give 
What informs political culture? 
History - draw from our experiences (what worked/what didn't work)
Population - e.g. when we bring in waves of immigrants - their values are incorporated (values shift)
Political experiences - e.g. wars imprint political values in terms of patriotism, etc. 
Elite Political Culture: coming from political elites, media elites (talking heads), civil servants, academics 
Mass Political Culture: same issues; what the average Canadian thinks about a particular issue
Can be described in terms of its dominant ideological perspective

Ideological Perspectives
Classical Liberal
Combining of rights and freedoms of individuals with a free-market economy and limited government
EX: USA
Social Democratic
Equality and support for the welfare state
EX: Scandinavia 
Western countries tend to be individualistic and egalitarian
Asian countries tend to be more communal and collectivist, accepting of hierarchy and authority

Canada & USA (make table for exam)
Hartz: countries colonized by Europeans take on the leading part of the mother country’s ideology
Thus both are liberal fragments
Horowitz: Americans who left after the war of independence brought British conservatism to Canada and American Liberalism
Liberalism isn’t the only significant ideology in Canada, unlike America
Lipset: different historical experiences lead them to different political cultures (revolution vs. counter revolutionary)
Canada- conservative: less individualistic, accepting and tolerance, concerned about maintaining law and order
yet more liberal about social and morality, support egalitarian policies for redistributing wealth 
losing respect for authority, loss of confidence and trust in governments

Democracy
sustainability of a democratic system may depend on support for democracy and acceptance of government’s legitimacy
Canada is an advanced democracy 
political culture based on liberal democratic values
but would suspend these for national emergency, etc.
a favourable view of democracy is widespread
BUT public confidence in government and political leaders has declined 
AND political interest and knowledge is not very high.

DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL CULTURE
Parochial political cultures: underdeveloped- people are unaware, don't feel that they have any say in government 
Subject political cultures: countries beginning to democratize - awareness of political system but not inclined to participate 
Participant political cultures: citizens engaged in political process - want to affect what the government does 
Need all three = civic culture 

SUPPORT
most consider it very important to live in a democracy
lower levels of the way in which democracy works in practice
sharing beliefs in democratic values isn’t always matched by high level of support for the application of these values in practice

GOVERNMENT DISTRUST
confidence has declined in almost all advanced democracies
low levels of trust in Canada
Political Efficacy: attitude that individuals can have an impact on political decisions and that the government is responsive to what people want
also low in advanced democracies 
Why?
Political scandals and broken promises
More information on government failures from mass media
Higher education= higher expectations
Globalization makes satisfying needs harder
General decline in respect of authority
Does not = dissatisfaction with democracy
Does = increase in protests and desires for greater voices

Political Knowledge and Interest
Small minority of Canada is interested in politics
More Canadians know the name of the President 
More first generation Canadians would pass immigration test than native Canadians 
Mostly focus on the issues they find important

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
Canada has experienced a decline in voting since 1984

Voting Decline
The time and effort it takes to vote: registering, etc.
Accessibility is low
Single member plurality system (Canada) many votes are considered irrelevant
If the race is not close, no competition or variance 
If elections occur too frequently 

Other Forms of Participation
Protest activity
26.3 % of Canadians
Increase in issue orientated public interest groups 
Signing petitions, boycotts 
Civic Engagement
Putnam: democracy also requires a society and political culture that foster trust and co-operation
Voluntary associations are essential
Healthier, better governed, more trusting, tolerating, leadership skills, etc. 

Who Participates?
Older rather than younger
Life-cycle Effect: the effect of one’s age on one’s attitudes
as people grow older they are more likely to vote due to changing circumstances related to age
becoming more connected to one’s community, increased interest in politics, etc.
Generational Effect: the effect on attitudes that persist no matter the age 
As today’s young people grow older they will still be less likely to vote 
Major factor in explaining declining overall turnout rates
NOT a result of a more cynical outlook on politics or a higher level of negative feelings
More educated, higher income, professional occupations 
Men and women equally but less women in higher political activities like seeking and holding office
Attachment to a certain party, the politically interested and knowledgeable  

POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION & CHANGING VALUES
Process by which the values, attitudes and beliefs of the political culture are transmitted to the members of the political community
Agents of political socialization: family, peer groups, religious organizations

State-directed socialization
State institutions make deliberate and vigorous efforts to promote particular political values
Revolutionary regimes
Media

EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
Creates a unified nation
Multiculturalism, nationalism, etc. 
EX: banning of the niqab, pledge of allegiance 

Inglehart’s Post-materialism Theory
modern societies are undergoing a fundamental change in value priorities 
because generations that grew up in the security and affluence of Western world since WWII are more likely to give priority to post-materialist values 
Post-materialist Values: freedom of expression, participation, concern about the quality of life, environment, etc.
Held by newer generations, younger people
Materialist Values: concern for economic growth, order and security 
Held by older generations
does not necessarily mean that materialist values have become irrelevant 
Important because the tendency to give priority to post-materialist values has not declined as recent generations grow older
Issuing a change in our political culture

NEW STYLE OF CITIZEN POLITICS
Dalton- The changes in the political culture from post-materialism has resulted in these:
greater citizen activism
questioning of authority
development of new political parties 
new social movements
more liberal social values 
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