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Politics: What is it? 
Activity related to influencing, making or implementing collective decisions for a political community
What does it involve?
Conflict resolution
distribution of resources, world views, values
struggle amongst different groups in society
not just government
Significance
important because it affects all aspects of our lives
economy, environment, freedoms, military, etc.

Concept
A general idea, usually a big idea
Tends to be abstract
Involves interpretation
Key concepts must be defined
Ex: Democracy, Justice, Citizenship, Security

Power
achieving an objectives by influencing behaviour of others
Getting someone to do something they would have not otherwise done
Hard to tell
Concentrated or widely dispersed in a democracy

Coercion
Using fear or threats of harmful consequences
Inducements
Offering a reward or bribe
Persuasion
Use of truthful or misleading information to change the way people act or think
Leadership
Follow by example, respected as legitimate

3 Faces of Power
1st- affect decisions
2nd- ensure that issues are not raised 
ex: regulation off the agenda until wall street crash
3rd- shape the dominant ideas in a society

Distribution of Power
Pluralist
Widely dispersed, voters affect the general direction
Elitist
Highly concentrated, decisions made by a few governments and business elites

Power Resources
Wealth
Official Position
Control over information and expertise
The ability to mobilize supporters
Control of the means of force
The ability to vote

People Power
Groups and individuals with seemingly few resources bringing about major changes
Ex: Quebec students, overthrowing dictatorships, etc.

Legitimacy
Acceptance by the members of a political community that those in positions of authority have the right to govern

Established and Maintained
Free and fair elections
Significance
A government who is legitimate can rely more on authority than on coercion
Less time and money spent on coercion or persuasion 
Enables government to achieve goals, act for the common good

Authority
the right to exercise power that is accepted by the governed as LEGITIMATE
Involves granting of rights and responsibilities to particular individuals and groups so they can make the community function
Socially accepted power

Traditional authority
Customs that establish the rights of certain people to rule
Passed down, through blood, divinely selected.
Ex: Japanese emperors, Queen Elizabeth II, 
Charismatic authority
The perception that a leader has extraordinary or supernatural qualities
Personal
Performs miracles, issues prophecies, leading a military victor
Ex: Mao Zedong, Pierre Trudeau, Barack Obama, JFK.
Legal–rational authority
Chosen by a set of established legal rules and procedures 
Must act in accordance with these, could be limited
Modern societies
Ex: official positions, Prime Minister, President, etc.

Free Rider Problem
A problem with voluntary collective action 
Results because an individual can enjoy the benefits of group action without having to participate
Would require government coercion (taxes, etc.)

Common Good
What is considered good for the entire political community

Difficulties
Can be difficult because of different values and interests in a community
Who’s common good? Local? Global? National?
How can it best be achieved? Democracy?

Individualist perspective
Human beings as acting primarily in accordance with their own interests above all others 
Selfish
Naïve to think people will deliberately act for the common good
If everyone pursued their own best interests this would lead to the most common good
Ex: Adam Smith, free market

Pluralist perspective
Large number of groups representing a wide variety of interests are able to influence the decisions of the government
Government attempts to satisfy as many groups as possible with no dominant group 
Majority doesn’t always result in the common good, can oppress minorities

Empirical analysis
Explaining various aspects of politics
Using careful observation and comparison to develop generalizations and testable theories
What is

Normative analysis
Examining ideas about how the community should be governed
What values should be pursued through politics
What ought to be, should be

Policy analysis
Evaluating existing policies and assessing possible alternatives
Combination of normative and empirical 
What is feasible rather than ideal
How best to achieve what ought to be under what actually is?
[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle][bookmark: _WNTabType_0]Chapter 1: Understanding Politics	


[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_2][bookmark: _WNTabType_1]	13-10-09 3:02 PM



‘Chapter 1: Understanding politcs
ek acues 182

" ey s t aruenc, mokg o i cacine
P p—
- sl smonat afeent g o0y
pirrp—
Soniicance
- Imeran s € s o spcts o s
~ canomy, snronmn, rescoms, matan, e

Aauvrr e, sty v s
itves eecatn

oy concots s v cetes

e ey, e, Gersho, Sty

scveing e b g b o aras
ot someona ot something ey woua hve o terwse ore

Conconrtes o vl asprsed s comocscy

persunsion

[T VP ——
Laadersio

[ ——



