Sept. 7
December-08-12
9:51 PM
 
· Romance - referring to the languages developed from Rome
· Originally chivalric tales emerging in medieval Europe
· First really popular tales told in the street languages
· Gawain author wrote in Old French
· Classified by critics as "romaunces" or fakey roman
· not the language of the empire
· Poor indications of real literature
· Retained the core of the knight/lady love story
 
· 2 strains of fiction: romance being the oldest and realism
· Few are only one or the other
 
· Romance makes up most of our stories in the last hundred years
· Quest applies greatly
· See definition on virtual campus
· Science fiction and action movies, fantasy, horror, anime, graphic novels, superhero comics, pornography
 
· Horror is romantic because it is not a series of events we expect
· Improbably and idealized
· Usually set somewhere idealized, with idealized characters etc. 
 
· Realism: relatively recent form of fiction, crystallizing in the 19thC (Victorian era)
· Privileged form of storytelling - often makes the critics' list
 
· Individualism cued human rights debates in the 1700s
 
· Humanism during the Renaissance 
 
· Romanticism - environmentalism, psychology, etc
 
· Insistence that originality = art is new, Romantic
· It was the execution which mattered previously
· Subjectivity is a Romantic idea as is ambition
 
· Romanticism incredibly invested in powerful emotions - Gothic fiction strives to fit into this niche
· Romanticism and Gothic fiction sprung up in the same period
 
· Sublimity - a feeling of awe
· Awesome, wonderful, something that transcends us, positively perfect
· As old as the Greeks
· Popular in 18thC neoclassicism
· Turned it into the awesome power of emotion
· Nature is particularly awesome
· Tsunami is a sublime event
· Anything that can crush us with its power draws us to it
· Death
· Colossal and obscure and unknown
 
· Fall of absolute monarchies
 
 
Sept. 12
September-29-12
3:32 PM
 
· The Necromancer - Several noblement's experiences in the supernatural with one man who might be a scam artist
· Theme/moral: superstition is dangerous, opens us up to scam, makes us vulnerable to confusion
· Christian - not suggesting there is no god; god's domain is death - humans should let go of this and remain virtuous and vigilant
· Teuthold's humanitarian agenda - showing mercy to the criminal story like Frankenstein
· Influenced heavily by Mary Shelley in this way
 
Review
· Social unrest - unstable society among people who want human rights
· Calling out for humanitarian reform
· Showing the unrest of the upper classes
· French Revolution -> literature of anxiety
· Teuthold wants reform -esp. not in favour of capital punishment/laws
· Gothic vs Horror - not quite synonymous, but overlapping
· Gothic fiction has particular features
· Darkness, supernatural, death, pathetic fallacy, isolation, religion, images of decay, bandits, mobs, entrapment/confinement, the image of a person in flight etc.
· As it applies to the Necromancer: supernatural, haunted houses, mysterious/extinguished lights, entrapment (lords at the castle), bandits/social unrest, old books/parchment
First Gothic novel: The Castle of Otronto Horace Walpole 1764
· A wicked prince will do anything for an heir
· Subtitle: "A Gothic Story"
· Gothic meaning a style of architecture from the medieval era
· "Medieval": less educated, less refined, barbaric and old-fashioned
· "The Goths": northern European tribes, esp. Germanic, considered barbaric by the Romans
· Written to resist Enlightenment values
· Rationality is boring/restrictive
· Neoclassicism -> symmetry and order, ration and science (Enlightenment)
· Distrust of passion/emotions
· Walpole challenges this, writes about the ugly things
· Medieval obsessive
· Syncretic art form, made up of other art forms
 
 
Sept. 14
September-14-12
9:13 AM
 
Notes from before I got there
· New interest in folklore in the 1700s
· Earliest form of narrative
· Became written down
· Science is the driving force behind it
 
· Folklore elements
· One dimensional characters (archetypes)
· Poetic justice
· Utter despair
· German: black forest
· Things happen in threes
 
· Volkert = magical hermit 
· Sensibility - another major influence in Gothic literature
· Page 6 Necromancer overemotional
· Deep feelings for each other
· Lots of tears, weeping, fainting
· Lack of female interest
· Sensibility of Volkert's education
· p. 166 -> co-criminal -> too refined to watch (the Dane)
 
· 4th Major Influence: The Oriental Tale
· Arabian Knights (translated in English)
· Other tales in Persian, Turkish, etc.
· Written about the Middle East (different customs) 
· A lot of description of rich things, lavish possessions, excess and luxury
· Magical and thrilling events
· Poetic justice
· Strange for the English
· Byzantine (Turkey) -> confusing or intricate
· Necromancer is deliberately confusing
· The Récit -> one anecdote told to another
· The naming or lack of naming (people and places)
· Protect the anonymity
· Makes it more confusing
· Teuthold wants to confuse the reader
 
· 5th Influence: Graveyard, poetry
· Poetry about the graveyard and mortality
 
 
· Teuthold, in preaching not to be vulnerable or gullible, treats his novel the same way that the character tricks other people
· You get lost or confused, tricked into thinking it might be real
Political Features of Gothic Fiction
· The suggestion that something is amiss with the way things are
· Mob fear
· Idea of forced marriages/threat of rape
 
· Women writers, mostly
· Large institutions like the government and the church
· Hence the giant haunted houses 
· Castles representing the law, churches and cathedrals, etc
· Evil aristocratic characters
· Not all authors are either pro/contra-reform
· Uses the fear and agitation of the crowd to tap into powerful emotion
· Gothic writers not very nice to Catholic 
· Catholics are Medieval; using Catholic imagery/symbolism to suggest outdatedness
· With Teuthold, the fact that he doesn't regret stealing from the cathedral
· Doesn't necessarily represent their personal views
· Use it to create sensation
· Idea of transgression
· Representation of morally reprehensible to the audience
· Gothic becomes a fiction of sheer excess
· Law of diminishing return - the reason they have to keep going up and up with their shock factor
· In the representation of the acts and in the gall of the authors to dare represent it in the first place
· Fluid/Disintegrating boundaries
· Traditional lines between the sexes, religions, classes - all eroding at this point in history
· Gothic fiction exploits this as well
· Cathedrals
· House of God, but a Catholic place of worship
· Has an altar, also has dead people
· Commonly blurred:
· Real vs unreal
· Natural vs supernatural
· Madness vs sanity
· Life vs death
· Male vs female - especially in later texts
· Darkness of feudal era vs enlightened era
 
Retain
· Sense of the 18th century
· Features of Gothic
· Walpole
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept 19
September-19-12
10:05 AM
 
Necromancer - final
· Necromancer plays with the boundary between dead and alive
· Related to the idea of the corpse itself;
· "punish bodies"; what not to do or else
· It's always the sexually active kids that get killed; the survivor is virginal and innocent
· Lorna Clymer: 
· Coined "Corpse Theory"
· Corpses disturb us because of their unsettling in-between nature; still a person, but not really so any more
· Still treat bodies with respect 
· Blurred boundaries
· Quote that will be on Virtual Campus
· Objects associated with corpses set off a similar reaction
· So can things associated with the production of corpses (things that can kill you)
· Volkurt in The Necromancer is animating corpses to unsettle us by their in-between status
· Execution plays into Corpse Theory; image of a condemned person 
· Held away from the living
· "Dead man walking"
· Teuthold fills his novel with images of the scaffold, of the condemned man
· Pg 122-123; "shakes like a wretched culprit who hears his sentence pronounced"
· 117; "a poor culprit can not feel.."
· Everyone is vulnerable to it
· John and his master both feel this anxiety
· We don't have this anxiety anymore;
· Britain/Germany had the death penalty,  public executions 
· Britain had about 220 capital laws
· "The Bloody Code"
· Transportation was a method of showing mercy 
· Almost all property-related
· Wolf, 174-175, fearing execution, scarred by execution as a boy
· Designed to make the readers reconsider their views of capital punishment
· Meant to sympathize with the characters
· Boundary between good/bad
· Forcing the reader to think in more complex terms by destroying these boundaries
· Volkurt's magic has a rational explanation
· Natural vs supernatural
· Neither one nor the other until the very end
· People interested in confirming whether something is natural or supernatural
· Common horror movie trope; going to a known haunted place in order to prove/disprove the haunting
· Wants to teach people about credulity and scepticism
· Idea of too much/bad imagination making people naïve and vulnerable
· Scepticism and compassion are the goals of the novel
· Can't be all reason, can't be all imagination; find the golden mean
 
 
Mad Scientist Narratives
· Science running amok unchecked by ethics
· Still common in sci-fi/horror
· Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, 1818
· Tail end of the High Romantic period
· Prototypical mad scientist
· Pursues forbidden knowledge; playing God
· "cross[es] boundaries that ought not to be crossed"
· Dead/alive; good/evil;
· Playing from ancient mythic ideas
· Human overreach to things they should not want
· Story of Adam and Eve
· "The Modern Prometheus"; Prometheus gave human beings fire (punished by his liver being eaten over and over)
· Fire in itself is a blurred category; gives life, destroys life
· Legend of Faust
· Makes a deal with the devil for unlimited knowledge (which results in unlimited riches)
· Rapucini's daughter
· Walking blurred category
· Less complex, less sympathetic Frankenstein
· Discouraging from Enlightened values unchecked by morals
· Scientists/science are a huge mixed category
 
· Why do we read horror fiction? 
· "The pleasant disagreeable"
· Catharsis, adrenaline, exotic
· The Lucretian Return
· Lucretius was a philosopher;  wrote "On the Nature of Things"
· "To realize from what troubles you yourself are free is a joy indeed"
 
The Anatomist
· Main character is a real historic figure
· Father of modern anatomy
· Originally from Belgium, operating in Italy in the 16th Century
· First person to dissect executed criminals
· Published a multi-volume book with coloured plates of anatomically correct human bodies
· "On the Workings of the Human Body"
· Emphasized the necessity of dissecting human beings
· Rumours said that he ended up in trouble with the Inquisition
· Lately disproven, but the history the author knew
· Author turned him into someone who killed his subjects to dissect them
· Story is conveniently set in Spain at the height of the Inquisition
· Not England - exotic
· Catholic - more Gothic
· Description of his mansion is very Gothic
· Story opens on an angry mob 
· Righteous mob; turns Catholic trope on his head
· Not unusual for people to be distrustful of scientists/want to burn down a lab
· Another Gothic convention: arranged marriage
· Figure of the foreigner - "..and a Fleming"
· "The Other" - the theory that people define themselves via what they are not
· Called a negative dialectic
· Anything with characteristics that are not like me are "other" and might overwhelm me
· We reinforce our own characteristics and disvalue different ones in order to make ourselves more comfortable
· Embodied in society as fear or hatred
· Often will scapegoat or persecute 
· Irony: a story about too much knowledge critiquing ignorance
 
 
· Godwin
· Wrote about coersion of the individual
· Father of Mary Shelley
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Clues that this is a Gothic novel
 
_
 
 
Sept. 21
September-21-12
8:46 AM
 
· We can handle pure, individual emotions
· It is the blurring of these boundaries, the combination of multiple emotions which dooms us
· Grotesque
· From the grotto of Nero underneath what was the palace; plants where human, animal and plant were combined
· Lurid intermixtures
· Points on virtual campus
· Grotesque; always caught in the process of creating/being created
· Some result/hybrid of two discreet things
· Grotesque sexuality in the adulteress
 
· Writing about vampires comes with a lot of baggage
· Metaphors and symbols; traditional associations that already exist
· Corrupting sexuality; symbol for rape
· Anxieties about unconventional sex
· Fear of conformity
· The blurred boundaries, the undead figure
· Associations with animals
· Esp. ones associated with plagues and contagion
· The idea of contagion or disease/plague
· Fear of death; fear of in between and the unknown
· The "Other"
· Beautiful, pale, fangs, well-dressed/sophisticated, cold
· Professor from course pack, went to Romania and transcribed the folklore of vampires/werewolves that is very rich in the same way that the Brothers Grimm did
· All cultures have a version of the vampire
· Romanian vampires are much more ghoulish, more like zombies
· Romantic vampire is the Nietzsche superman - what we all wish we could be
· Stoker was 100 years after the height of romanticism; receives credit because his work is sophisticated 
 
· Competition to write the best gothic novel in 1816 - weekend in Geneva during the Year With No Summer
 
· Byron
· Puts the first mention of vampires in British Fiction into his poem
· Educating people who aren't educated about vampires
· Wants his name at the forefront of their minds when they read other vampire works
· Pollodori puts the figure of Byron on the Romanian vampire and thus we get the Romantic vampire
· Lord is a caricature of Lord Byron
 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 26
October-17-12
2:03 PM
 
· Standard metaphor for vampires
· Blurred boundaries
· Taboo against cannibalism
· The takers of the world (take away their joy, their pride)
 
· Poladori
· Ruthven's destroys good people financial at every town
· Taking away their honour
· Women's honour wiped away in pursuing a vampire
 
· Romanticism gave birth to the good-look vampire
· Lord Byron (romantic poet)
· Received mixed criticisms
· Poladori's nemesis
· Ruled by his passions
 
· Byron's characters moody, scandalous, jaded, cynical, self-destructive
· Byron sometimes had to withdraw from the salons
· Byronic hero
· Reference to Lord Byron
· Sometimes destroyed women public (mentally)
· Writes book - Ruthven -> Lord Byron + Romanian ghoul
· Sexual corruption
· Dracula, Batinan, brooding, attractive vampire
 
· Vampires arise from 3 things
1. Disrespect of society (drunkards, mentally ill)
1. Exaggerated behaviour
1. Inordinated appetites
 
· Byron's name helped propel The Vampyre
· People thought it was a Byron story 
· First vogue of vampire
 
· Poladori inspired by Byron's framework
· Plagiarist, really
· Establishes the vampire
· Evil internal force (literary vampires)
· Nobleman; he can travel, sophisticated etc (undead Lord)
· Irresistable seducer, similar to Christabel
· Erotic element to vampire
· Anti-hero (ex. American Psycho
· Erotic force as a weapon
· Sexual hypnotism
 
· The Vampyre has no clear moral
· Nobody punishes Ruthven
· All the good people die
· Religion plays no part in the tale
· Aubrey's sister becomes a victim
· Aubrey sees what he wants to see in Ruthven
 
· Aubrey is bound by an oath (he doesn't want to believe in vampires)
· Nobody will believe Aubrey
· People are vulnerable to their own imagination (new science: good or bad?)
 
· Byron = Ruthven
· Poladori criticizing the times or just smearing Byron
· Blending old folklore and new
 
I am Legend
· Breaks from the Romantic vampire
· Realistic and immediate
· Sets his story in the future (late 70s)
· Folkore (cross, garlic, daylight) and science (bacteria)
· P 28 "something crawling out of the Middle Ages
· Virginia comes back to drink husband's blood
· Scientific and natural way of explaining things
· Blurred boundaries
· Romance and realism
· Neville is describing his daily routine (reality to ground us)
· Suburban home in Compton L.A.
· Typical male, represents everyone
· The Last Man, Mary Shelley
· Plague wiped out the planet
· Isolation
· Post-apocalyptic
 
Historical background
· Competition between US and Soviet Union -> Cold War, during 1980s
· Space race
· German scientist helped Americans
· Patriotism
· Bunkers in the backyard in case of nuclear war
· Media saturation
· The Day After (1988) -> anxious time
· Communist -> anxiet of the other
 
 
· Blending of sci-fi and horror
· Cause of dust storms -> the bombs
· Spores of dead vampires
· Soviets/US finally lashed out
· Specific wording
· The Revolutionaries
· Racial anxieties
· Black bastards
· Racist rhetoric
· Loathed because they are feared
· "would you let your sister marry one?" -> vampires = black minority
· Automatic associations
· Intentional fallacy; assumes the reader knows
· Can deny the Cold War but in putting the bomb in the story the text speaks for itself
 
· Robert Neville
· Every man
· Lost man
· Mad scientist
· Cruel lord figure
· Neville admits he is the abnormal one (hero becomes moster)
· Foreshadows with clues, ie Neville's distorted image in the mirror
· No longer the majority of society
 
· Pg 32 -> forcing us to see what is really good and bad
· Neville realises he is the other
· Pg 169 -> Neville is the moster/deviant
· Kills himself
· Kills vampires during the day when they sleep
 
· Use of old cruel lord
· Castle = middle class house
· Dracula = Neville
· Neville is not progressing
· Won't run away
· Cruel lord captures his prey (Ruth chase scene)
· Would have raped her
· Gothic entrament (p 126)
· Neville's hands "talons"
 
· Extremely influential
· New zombie craze
· Director John Carpenter
· Running theme
· Homeless people as zombies
· The Crazies
· George Romero
· Night of the Living Dead
· Rip off of I am Legend, 14 years later
· The gothic mob
· Zombies before Romero not the same
· Voodoo
· Haitian zombie, only one, created by a witch doctor to be used as a slave
· Romero Zombie
· Apocalypse
· Widespread
· The outbreak some form of disease
· Consumption and reproduction
· Neville just as bad as the vampires (23)
· Pure motorized instinct (37)
· Most vampires traditionally alone
· Multiplied = zombie
 
· 3 forms of conformity
1. Mindless consumers (zombies -> humorous)
1. Pure consumption
1. Scientific materialism
 
· Modern synthesis -> biology etc.
· All accept evolution theory
· How do we separate people from animals?
· Neville fails to adapt quickly enough
· Religion has no power to help people
 
· Theories
· mutant strain (discredited)
· Evolving
· Evolving is deeply imbedded in vampires
 
· Living vampires show no mercy
· Vampires hopeful society
 
· Critical of racial anxiety
· Neville cannot evolve; he is alone
· Considers scientific materialism but rejects it
 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 28
October-01-12
11:11 PM
 
· Matheson believes in evolution
· By the end of the book, rejects traditional view
 
· Sets up political "other"
· Communism/separatism
· Biological "other": similar to African Americans in description of superior race
 
· Ruth seems to be more human than Neville
· Living vampires vs undead vampires
· Organized/sentient vs not
· Everyone is "other"ing everyone else
· Might not actually be vampires -> might be humans developing a thirst for blood/sensitivity to light etc. 
· Vampires much more like the folklore vampire
· Romero *
· Influenced by Matheson, creating the idea of a ghoul laying siege to humans
· Creating a text that is deliberately indeterminate
· Blurring idea of who, exactly, is human
· Night of the Living Dead
 
Poe
· Dead houses in Germany
· Bodies with pull bells in case they wake up
· Sister suffers from catalepsy
· Unreliable narrator
 
· Born early 1800s, died 1849
· Shaped the short story
· Published in same publication as Lovecraft
· Which was on a substantial downswing
· Made a living as a literary critic
· Married his first cousin
· 13 to his 27
· Dedicated couple until her death, which destroyed him
· Biography written that stressed drug use
· Biased; author had a grudge
· Did suffer from alcoholism/depression following his wife's death
 
Themes
· Death/decay
· Premature burial
· Death of a beautiful woman
· Representation of vitality/innocence juxtaposed with death
· Believed this to be the most poetical thing possible
 
· Dark romanticism
· Literary movement out of the States, in response to the transcendentalism
· Spiritualism added to Romanticism
· Humanity is imbued with goodness; don't need organisation
· We are innately spiritual; perfect human soul
· Hawthorne
· Individuality
· More pessimistic
· Humans are prone to sin and destruction
· "Imp of the Perverse"
· Suggesting that we have an instinct which makes us do things because we know they shouldn't
· For example, wanting to jump off a precipice
· Engages and rejects sublimity; uses sublime language
 
· Dark setting in "the Fall of the House of Usher" stops them from drawing from nature
· Story embodies dark romanticism
· Principal of perversity
· Inner Imp inspires them to screw down coffin lid, 
· Influencing them to do something destructive to someone else
 
· Sublimity - something we cannot fully see or comprehend; thus it possesses a quality of obscurity and mystery; fills us with powerful emotions (awe, fascination, fear); makes us aware of our mortality; drives us to make the best of ourselves
 
· James Ussher; wrote about sublimity
· Not a coincidence; Poe means to consciously reject sublimity
 
· Very first paragraph references sublimity
· Disappointed when he doesn't feel sublimity for the landscapes
· No rapturous transport; sublimity is a poetic lie
· Sinking/falling imagery thematic throughout the story
· Describes Roderick and Madeline in sublime terms
· The sublime is unmaintainable - they end up literally alling
 
· In Ann Radcliffe et al, gore and sin are suggested
· She writes an essay on the distinction between horror/terror in response to being credited for inspiring a gory novel by Matthew Lewis ("the Mark")
· Terror inspires movement, requires imagination; a terror about sublime obscurity
· Horror is not sublime, simple shock factor; freezes the soul and the sense
· Terror from the Latin for shaking, horror for stiffening up
· Terror is noble, horror ignoble and it reflects poorly on the writer
· Necromancer & Rappucini are terror; Anatomist is horror
· Poe disagrees with Radcliffe, using the words deliberately
· Terror is immediately followed by the language of the horrible
· Literally horrible description
· Catalepsy paralyzing the body
· Roderick literally dies of terror
· Not stimulated but the ultimate paralysis
· Imagery of whirlpools
· In math and physics the centre of the vortex becomes indescribable and not mathematically quantifiable
· This is a sublime image
· Sucks us down; a sublime image pulling us down instead of lifting us up
· The real horror of horror fiction, for Poe, is in the pessimism
 
Other relevant things
· Binding of the House itself to the family line
· Anthropomorphising the house
· Fascinated by phrenology and cryptology
· This is why there is such an emphasis on Roderick's face
· Ambiguous endings, real vs unreal; wants us to question whether she is alive or undead
· Constantly blurring the lines
· Insanity vs insanity, sobriety vs intoxication etc
· Poe as a highly sensitive person, hypochondriac
· Sensitivity embodied in Roderick as mental illness
· Unreliable narrator; can't trust his judgement
· Zombie
· American Psycho
· In "Usher", is the narrator on opium? Etc
· Always trying to convince us he's doing the right thing
 
 
Oct. 5
October-17-12
1:39 PM
 
· Modern era starting in 1914 with WWI
· People starting to feel powerless
· Popularization of existential philosophy
· Sartres
· Sense of futility/fragility (look for all of this in post-Lovecraft fiction)
· Recurring theme even still
· Forbidden knowledge (Lovecraft)
· Grand scale destruction
 
Le Guin
· 1929 birth
· Respected/influential/sci-fi/fantasy
· Won a bunch of awards
· One of the people who helped establish modern high-fantasy for Tolkein
· Wordsmith
· Concerned with the idea of a Utopia
· Dystopic fiction = not horror, but with elements of horror ficton
 
· Fantasy better illustrates horror fiction quality of defamiliarization
· Horror uses metaphor etc to make concepts that no longer affect us jarring again
· Shklovsky coined the term "restrangement" -> to feel the anxiety anew and proling the tension
· Art increases the difficulty of our attention
· More complex art holds our attention longer
· Poetry -> form is nothing like what our speech is
Complex/old novels -> word choice forces us to pay attention
Non linear storytelling 
Abstract art
Satire
Fantasy/sci-fi -> familiar ideas in new places
Horror -> familiar anxieties through strange embodiments
 
· Omelas is a Lovecraftian Utopia before the fall
· Idealist anarchy
· Pg 864 "a boundless and generous…"
· Invokes pastoral languages
 
· Scapegoating - bullied kid in school as a scapegoat for everyone's social anxieties
· The child as a scapegoat
· Possibile representation of the repressed minority
· She is banking on our understanding of this concept, making us complicit and making us reflect
· Allegorical story
· Bringing in the idea of altruism, the suffering of few for the betterment of many
 
· Concept of free will -> the ones who walk away
· William James
· Unstabilized by the blurred boundaries of ugliness/beauty
· Defamiliarizes the idea of a scapegoat by making it the most innocent of beings, most valuable
· Difficult ethical choices -> horror
 
 
Oct. 10
October-18-12
2:14 PM
 
· King is synonymous with New England (Maine)
· Lovecraft, Shirly sthg, Richard Matheson
· King mainstreamed realism
· Started producing in university
· First novel "Carrie" sold extremely well
· Criticisms include:
· Has trouble writing young adults/children
· Dialogue is trite
· Helped form a model for current writers;
· Lots of realistic details
· Defamiliarizing our current world
· Removing things from its normal environment
· Clown in a storm sewer
· Think earth (outside) vs dirt (inside)
· Sets in all our day-to-day places -> homes, cars, hotels, cottages, etc.
· Recurring theme: nostalgia
· Often reflecting on extremely recent memories
· Dead Zone: man were things good before
· Salem's Lot and It: adults returning to childhood towns
· People caught, reflecting: The Mist, Cujo
· Characters with dead spouses: Bag of Bones, Insomnia
· Often the children are given sight of the past enjoyed by the adults around them
· Dan Simmons, Summer of Night
· Similar to King's It
 
· Survivor Type is not set in a recognizable place; thus, he brings us through his youth
· Title refers to general character, not just the situation
· Immigrant survivor
· Came of age when immigrants were much more hated
· Turns into a self-hating man
· "Pine"
· Symbolise vitality, strength of character, immortality
· Associated with Dionysis
· God of wine, revelry, tragedy, contradiction
· Maenads (worshippers) known to get into drunken frenzies and dismember men ("sparagmos": tearing people apart)
· Consuming raw flesh, as Pine does
· Status seeker: wants to deflect from his past
· Pieces of Howie's body end up in Rico's hands
· Foreshadowing dismemberment
· Intense self-control, survival is a habit
· Arrives early for the drill, etc
· Fosters addictions
· Heroin
· Eating himself
· Racketeering
· Dehumanizing to other people; derision and distaste are survival mechanisms
· Poetic justice, where the evil is punished and the good are rewarded
· Pine is a posterboy for this
· Just World fallacy: if you work hard and take precautions, things will work out
· All humans use this to rationalise their lives
· Victim blame
· Pine uses this rhetoric a lot
· Believes in the power of the Darwinian drive
· Thinks himself superior and invulnerable
· His epigraph: "the shock-trauma I endured would have killed a lesser man"
· Poetic justice in his arriving in his own personal hell
· King dismantles this fallacy -> fiction of pessimism; literal self-destruction
· Interesting note: why didn't he assemble the help signal on the very first day?
· Poe's principal of perversion
· King is adept at using our bodies as sources of pain and causes of failure
· Drawn out descriptions of pain, very unsettling
· Torture porn, "carnography"
 
· Frances Burney, 1811, needed a mastectomy
· Wrote about having her breast cut off 
 
 
Oct. 12
October-18-12
1:53 PM
 
· Heavy isolation
· Writes in his diary for companionship
· Also get an interesting view of his degenerating sanity
· Aristotle: zoon politikon
· We are social creatures
· Human interaction is politics
· "political animal"
· Social interaction is validating
· Pine has no one; this is why he literally starts to disappear
· This is also why he is so insulting to Italian Americans
 
Ravenous/Film
· Academically, "literature" has a much broader sense
· An idea that's been laid out on record
· "narration" -> a series of thoughts laid out for our understanding
· "writing is words that stay"
· "affect" n.
· Emotional response to a piece of art
· Usually associated with an idea
· Fear and horror are affects of seeing things like death
· Subjective
· Horror is one of the most affective genres
· Affect of film is more immediate/accessible
· Images/music etc not just description
 
Ravenous 
· Music tells us how to feel
· Discordant
· Occasionally comical
· No sequence is familiar
· Revulsion
· Guy Pierce (Boyd)'s disgusted expression
· Isolation, sense of cold etc.
 
· Horror fiction is all about affect and anxiety
 
· Cannibalism (/vampirism) & all it represents
· In this case, cannibalism to survive
· Supernatural/folklore
· The Wendigo (Ojibwe variant)
· Othering, us vs them
· The forest, remote setting, isolation
· All romantic features
· Gothic elements
· Coercion of the individual
· The superior as a cannibal -> extremely gothic figure, improbably character etc
· Sublimity of the landscape
· Moral dilemma
· Eat or die
· Ultimately rejected by 2 characters
· Figure of the monster
· Looks monstrous -> all eyes and teeth, leathers falling apart
· Acting monstrous -> growling, digging, panting, etc.
 
· Subtext: Americans consuming other countries; cannibalism as a metaphor for colonialism
· Colonialism: overtaking and assimilating other cultures by force or by number
· Post-colonialism is the current era
· Shifting view in the last 100 years, disapproving
· Challenging this idea and the assumption of superiority
· Has affected every field
· We have rejected previously accepted thoughts:
· Colonisation of America
· Civilization of India
· Etc.
· Considers the whole world, not just the West
· "authenticity": does there exist an authentic member of a culture?
· No; too much outside influence
· Much more nuanced than this
· Cannibalism, vampirism, serial killers used as a metaphor for colonialism, imperialism, over-consumption, materialism
· Cannibalism is a universal thing
· Warriors consume enemies to consume their strength
· Very similar to vampirism
· Setting:
· Moving west at the expense of the natives
· Fort Spencer was built by missionaries
· During the Mexican-American War (1846-1848)
· US wanted to annex Texas
· Continentalism: looking to subsist Canada and Mexico
 
· Boyd -> guilt
· First taste of blood in the cart of bodies
· Toffler vs Reich
· Reich willing to fight, Toffler not
· Masculinity as the colonizing force, Boyd as ostensibly more feminine
· Sympathetic to men put in the position of war
· Questioning traditional roles of courage vs cowardice
· The wendigo is representing the colonizer
· Irony in "isn't this civilised?" at the end
 
· Native woman's description of the Wendigo translates directly to a colonizer/consumer
· The more he eats the more he wants
· Colonized societies are consumed first
· Bourbon as a motif
· Ruling French family that funded colonization
· Made of corn; huge New World crop
· First shot of an American flag: will either praise America or vex it
· Emphasis on story
· Gothic récit (a story inside a story)
· The victors are the ones that write history
· He can make up what he wants as the only survivor of the cave
· Manifest Destiny scene
· "consuming all it wants"
· Call to push west, to stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific
· In 1839, John O'Sullivan proponent of annexing Texas
· "our manifest destiny is…"
· It is obvious and inevitable that we expand
· Linked to things like American exceptionalism, romantic nationalism
 
· "Reich" -> German word for kingdom or empire
· Embedded in the foil to Boyd
· Lives stands for the colonizer, Boyd as the American that benefts by proxy
· Acquiescence is easy, Live or Die
· Parallel: meant to be twinned and juxtaposed
· Both have their medals, similar build/appearance, die together
· Implicit vs explicit guilt
· Societies or people flourish
· Take from others no matter the cost to them
· Recurring theme throughout vampirism
 
· I am Legend -> Cimarron St
· Movie in 1939, based on book from 1929
· Story about the settlement of the west
· Land rush
· Pro-colonial
· Story about vampires resettling the west
 
 
 
 
Oct. 17
October-17-12
10:02 AM
 
· The Bloody Chamber will not be on the midterm
· Bluebeard
· Based on the cruel lord of romance and in history
· Perrault
· Archetype
· Silent warrior, blind seer, wise old man, the chosen one
· Basic fundamental characteristics of a thing which occur almost universally
· Northrope Frye 
· Symbols and archetypes give your story a universal quality
· Not a Jungian, but banks a lot on the collective unconscious
· Customs, values, etc that are shared and meaningful around the world
· i.e. the story of the flood -> Old Testament not the only flood story; Ancient Greeks, Mesopotamians, 
· i.e. the archetype of the dismembered/resurrected king or god
· i.e. Europe's Cinderella
· No one knows if archetypes originated in one place and spread or if different societies spontaneously came up with them on their own (a la Jung)
· Bluebeard might have been influenced by real evil lords
· Conomor and St. Triphine (sp?)
· Gilles de Rais
· Fought with Joan of Arc
· Child molester/serial killer; body count likely in the hundreds
· La-bas by Huysmas tells the story of de Rais in detail
· Lord and ladies had torture chambers etc because they were the law/executioner for their people
· Birth = worth protected them
· Not sure what to do if the lady/lord is corrupt
· Carter was a prodigy
· Almost everything she published won an award
· Published The Bloody Chamber -> takes Perrault's stories and updates them, makes them more terrifying
· Red Riding Hood, Beauty and the Beast, Puss in Boots, etc.
· Started rewriting stories, sanitizing Grimms' Fairy Tales after the romantic period, in the Victorian era
· Kids seen less as little adults and more as innocent beings which much be protected
· The originals used to work as symbolic cautionary tales
· Used to contain poetic justice
 
· She increases the sense of dread and latent terror in her version 
· Hinges on the underdog, on the helplessness of the wife
· David and Goliath story
· The lord tends to marry underdogs
· Engages with setting
· Fairy tales usually undescribed, unidentified
· Really all we know is that it occurs after transcontinental telephoning became possible, but otherwise not much
· Makes us feel very feudal; our sense of time uncertain
· Theme of punishment and award esp. with Hans Christian Anderson
· Often the reward is marriage
· Comedy vs tragedy
· Comedy ends in marriage, tragedy in death
· When a story starts with a marriage, things are probably going to go badly for the characters pretty quickly
· Playing with curiosity; cautionary tale
· Don't challenge authority, don't question it, just don't go there
· This is how you keep the population in line
· Curiosity used to literally be a sin
· Now it's an asset, of absolute value
· Aligning innocence and curiosity to make her a virtuous wife
· Reproof for Curiosity
· Female gothic
· Term coined in the 1990s, but it's always been with us
· Jane Eyre, Ann Radcliffe's works, all female gothic
· Centre on a female protagonist who must rise above some sort of oppressive force that strips them of their agency
· In male gothic, the females are there either to be preyed upon or rescued by the brave hero
· It is the man who is resourceful and problem-solving
· Not always written by women
 
· In The Bloody Chamber
· Horror of being owned, rhetoric of buying and selling
· Calling up the image of Manet's Dejuner sur Nerbe with the idea of him clothed while she is naked
· Significant use of "baby" in a derogatory fashion
· The title describing the oppressive nature of the marriage
· This bride has a sex drive, which is weird; usually women are usually gatekeepers
 
· Sublime sex - standing on a precipice
· Sex as torture
· Ruby choker -> collar
· Hair tied and lifted above her head -> hangman's noose
· Images of the grotesque -> plant women
· Not critiquing married sex, heterosexual sex; she is attacking the inequity of the situation
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct. 30
November-21-12
7:22 PM
 
· Occult -> horror of secrecy
· Probably wouldn't film the crucifix nowadays
· Seances, ouija boards
· Obsessed with the idea of life after death, communicating with the dead
· Deals with our religions
· Thus, Lovecraft ≠ occult
· Possession narratives, apparition narratives (Daniel Dafoe "Mrs. Veal")
· Exploded 1850-on
· Reflection of spiritualism
· Interested in proving/discussing the existence of an afterlife
· Pseudo-religious movement - Christians adapted this to prove the doctrine 
· Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
· Fox sisters
· Claimed they could communicate with Mr Splitfoot via a rapping/tapping system
· Later admitted it was a hoax
· Age of science, technology
· Christians want similar evidentiary support as science has
· Charles Lyell - "The Principles of Geology" 
· Says Earth has to be older than the Bible says
· Contradicted the Bible in a Darwinian fashion, to great social uproar
· Spiritualism is a source of comfort to Christians
· 351; belief in a God is a belief in the possibility that God could love us, dirty creatures that we are
· Horror fiction of pessimism vs transcendental optimism
· The Exorcist and other occult horror often transcendentally optimistic
· Poe, King, Lovecraft - pessimistic
 
· Totems: ouija board, rappings, satanism, ability of the demon to possess
 
· Opposite use of Catholicism as high gothic
· Reason, scepticism are bad
· Religion is our saviour
· The mother's non-traditional lifestyle leaves Regan exposed
· Absentee father, unsexed mother
· Financially powerful, sceptical, unisex name, assertive, public figure - demon says it's Chris's fault
· Priests are not serious/devout
· Father Dire
· Father who is meant to address others suffering crises of faith is suffering his own
· Overall discontent
· Post-Darwin, post-Lyell Father Carris is a modern religious person
· Pazuzu is a demon of Middle-Eastern origin -> Mesopotamian etc
· Lancaster Marin - nomenclature
18. Edward Lancaster, big promoter of wells/pumps in order to get rid of cholera
. Prologue -> troubling tradition, particularly in horror fiction, in the West
19. Recall, horror fiction influenced by the Oriental Tale
19. Tending to misrepresent the East
. Orientalism: term coined by Edward Said
20. Misrepresenting the East as the source of confusion
20. Uses the East in a negative dialectic - using it as a foil to Western culture
20. Both sides other one another
3. Using the West as the captor
3. Western culture is more pervasive; Hollywood has a bigger voice
3. Even the romanticized versions are not flattering/accurate
. Orientalism in the stories we've read
21. Rappucini's Daughter - Oriental beauty of Beatrice, story of the Oriental princess, exotic, Arabic scents
21. The Dunwich Horror - Wilbur's appearance, Necrominocon, is Middle Eastern, writte by a mad Arab
2. Lovecraft pulls Egyptian lore into his work
21. The Bloody Chamber - Eulalie's story the wife sees in the library - sadistic eroticism, sarcophagi as the manifestation of orientalism
21. Exorcist, the list of things dug up; associated with excess, sexual corruption, etc. 
 
. Novel of faith vs doubt, tradition vs modernity, East vs West
 
. Author was a devout Catholic
. Born of Lebanese immigrants
. Born in 28 when Poe and Lovecraft were writing
. Is suing Georgetown for not being Catholic enough
 
 
 
Nov. 7
December-08-12
10:01 PM
 
· Lyssophobia - fear of losing one's mind
 
· "gaslighting" - based on an Ingrid Bergman film where a man tries to convince his wife she has lost her mind by tampering with their house
 
· A lot of errors running through the genre
· This runs through much of horror fiction
· Regan diagnosed with hysteria (an older, catch-all term applied to someone suffering from oversensitivity; frequently applied to women and stemming for the greek word for "uterus"
· Pelvic massage; the reason the vibrator was invented; bed rest and isolation
· The lady in the yellow wallpaper, less medicated, less treatment than Regan
· Victorian embarrassment for anything other than the norm
· Husband and brother didn't believe her to be sick, so lock her away
 
· An American writer, Victorian era
· Early feminist
· Raised by a circle of women
· Tomboy
· Divorced her first husband with whom she had her first child
· Egalitarian parent; believed that men were as able to be nurturing as women
· Against gender roles
· Quote invoking the ones who walk away from Omelas
· Suffered from post-partum depression; she was isolated by a leading physician
· Usually can't assume an author's purpose in writing something; Perkins wrote "Why I Wrote the Yellow Wallpaper"
· Meant to push the idea to physicians and the public re: the treatment of the mentally ill
· Challenging isolation and monotony as helpful to humans
 
· Programmatic piece of fiction; has an argument or an agenda
· Didactic fiction
· Where the message is unclear, it is not programmatic (I Am Legend, Ravenous)
· A trace of the roots in folklore
 
· Old Gothic manor to let us know we are dealing with gothic fiction
· Associations with the old order
· Binaries of female gothic: horror of the patriarchal society over women
· Description of John to focus on practicality
· Binaries of male rationality and female irrationality
· One of the ways that Chris in The Exorcist is unsexed
· Told not to express yourself; psychological confinement as well as physical confinement
· Old idea that fancies could carry away
· Coercion of the individual
· We know what's best; means of taking control of other people
· If they protest it becomes a symptom of the diagnosis
· "Epistolary" fiction - made up of documents such as journal entries or letters
· Horror of mental illnesses used as a clear metaphor for the unrest between the sexes
· John insisting she stay in the nursery; infantalizing his wife
· Could be her own misunderstanding; feels like a room designed to hold one or more mental patients
· Recalls "The Bloody Chamber"
 
· Eyes in the pattern - metaphor or recollection of the surveillance
· No apparent principle of design; illusive and contradictory; avoids description or categorization
· Grotesque
· Pervasive intense smell
· Again like "The Bloody Chamber"
· John, like the wallpaper, becomes steadily more irritating and oppressive as the story continues
· He represents the social system and heirarchy
· Attempts to appear well throughout but is actually pointless
· Even John and Jennie are discomfitted by the wallpaper
· Not calling it out because it is somehow benefitting them
· Stature of the woman in the wallpaper reflecting her status
· Need to be invisible and subordinate
· Woman is read as the self-individualized and agencied part of the narrator; wish fulfilment self
· Parallel formed; 
· Both act while unseen
· Confusion of the pronouns
· Sun as masculine force, moon as feminine one
· "lunatic"; crazy because of our periods, which were assumed to have something to do with the moon
· Sun/Son pun
· Women avoid the masculine sun force 
· Circle is indicative of an eternal problem
 
· Psychiatrists vs psychologists vs psychoanalysts
· Freud deals in mythological archetypes that fit well into literature and culture
· Too speculative and not scientifically verifiable
· Paved the way for the modern idea that objectivity is a pipe dream; unconscious; we are not as in control with our minds as we thought we were
· Shifted the way we look at ourselves and cutlure
· Age of relativity
· We mistrust the idea of absolute truth
 
· The uncanny: 
· Associated with Freud but predates him; 1906 ernst jentsch
· Intellectual or psychological uncertainty
· The sandman ETA Hoffman - life-size female automaton
· Unreliable narrators, for example
· Something that is familiar-seeming but also unfamiliar; familiar but a little off, or something foreign that invokes a sense of familiarity
· Déjà vu
· Think of dreaming; your apartment in your dream that is familiar but completely different
· "Canny"; perceptive, knows something
· Uncanny is the displacement of knowledge you feel you should have
· Derives its terror from something mostly known
· 1970s Mori in Japan; theory of the uncanny valley
· When an imitation of a human reaches almost but not quite perfect likeness this is when we react with revulsion; to this point as things appear more human we react more positively
· People reacting negatively to motion capture
· Applies to other species as well
· Corpse theory as the uncanny
· Vampire zombies prosthetic limbs
 
· Lack of separation between narrator and the woman behind the wallpaper
· Doubling; doppelgangers
· Freud indicated that the uncanny may occur when something repeats to the point where it becomes uncomfortable
· Standing between two mirrors
 
 
 
Nov. 2
December-08-12
10:26 PM
 
· Hinging on femininity as a source of horror
· Our male characters (Vesalius, Rappucini, etc) not stand-ins for their gender
· Exceptions: Bluebeard and the literary vampire, archetypes whose evil hinges on his malenesses
· Power/ability in Bluebeard, rape metaphor for vampires
· In possession narratives, it is a young girl/woman who is possessed
· Regan is considered another villain in the story
· We are more inclined to associate purity and innocence with women
· Poe's idea of the death of a beautiful woman
· Beautiful women/girls particularly = innocence and chastity
· Women as virginal is a Modern idea; women in the past were considered more licentious
 
· Women misrepresented in literature
· Especially in Romance; simple, categorized characters
· Not until recently do we get nuanced, well-developed female characters
· Monstrous Women
· Female sexuality as the source of corruption
· Dangerous female allure
· Male ambitions and actions
· Hinging either on extreme chastity or extreme sexuality
· Exceptions: Tess of the d'Ubervilles, Moll Flanders,
· The problem is with the record; those men who recorded the ideas
 
· The Robbie Manheim/Roland Doe case inspired the story The Exorcist
· Turning her into a girl was deliberate
· Playing on Poe's idea
· Wants to engage with the Monstrous Feminine
· Barbara Creed: the Monstrous Feminine
· Extremely Freudian
· Seminal text
· Detailed description of Regan's monstrous feminine
· Much of the horror comes from her aberrant behaviour
· Playing on the things which make a woman monstrous: her sexuality
· Regan is an idealized child
· Extremely obedient, always smiling, etc.
· 11/12 -> on the cusp of puberty, of natural corruption
· Not just priests as members of authority: cops and doctors as well
· The demon as a metaphor for female sexuality
· Possessed by a male demon representative of female sexuality
· Orientalist feminization of the West; idea of conquest, lushness
· With the serpent
· Corruption of Eve, ofc, but also as a lover of Lamia
· Nomenclature - Regan is one of the sisters in King Lear, one of the ambitious/corrupt females who want to overthrow their father
· Called "sharper than a serpent's tooth"
· Contrast in calling up the name "Cordelia"
· Dutiful daughter, pre-possession Regan
· Return to normative is tenuous; Blatty is uneasy with the times
· Elvira as a Monstrous Female
· Implied prostitute for heroin
· Dom Giovanni; allusion to a woman who has been ruined by a womanizer
· Fallen woman
· Sexual, undressed, ugly
· Cautionary tale -> don't stray from the church, obey your father
· Father Karras
· Complicates the world view in the novel, suggesting that the view of female nature is over-simplified
· Guilt over his mother; she died an institutional death regardless of her denying herself constantly
· Is this why he sacrificed himself?
· Terrified that expectations of her gender ruined her life
· Compared to Chris's refusing to give herself to anyone/anything the way she did to Jamie/Howard
· Suggesting there is a middle ground
· Even in the traditional framework, Blatty suggests that things are not quite black and white
· The Changeling clip
 
 
Nov. 9
December-09-12
12:09 AM
 
· Gothic
· Female gothic
· Mad scientist
· Vampire
· Zombies
· Post-apocalyptic
 
· Doris Lessing 1919
· Nobel Prize winner
· Still alive
· Most known novel, but not her usual
· Lots in common with Frankenstein
· Echo in the last line, for example
· Also "Born of Men and Women" by Richard Matheson
· Distinction between narrator and author
 
· Clear Othering in Ben; dehumanized and detached from the rest of our species
· Accelerated growth rate, inhuman speed
· "A member of another tribe"
· Called names, isolated
· We don't know whether he really is an other
· Author on record saying that he was a creature in the wrong place, not an embodiment of evil
· Many react to the society as the monster
· Harriet and David called "freaks" and "oddballs", "eccentrics" and "misfits
· Pg 9; feels outcast for her values
· Pg 22; they'd fit in other parts of the world
· Demographic othering; traditionals vs progressives
· All the parents are more progressive than David
· Upper class can provide, lower class has fewer expectations, while the middle class becomes a burden
· Children in general othered
 
· "Bad seed" - evil children
· Village of the Damned, Children of the Corn, The Omen, etc. 
· Orphan, The Children
· Type of modern horror
· Romanticized view of children as innocent and unsullied as opposed to little adults
· "The Bad Seed" 1950s
· Beautiful child who is homicidal
· Hidden evil; evil where we least expect it
· Breaking the fourth wall at the end of The Bad Seed to reassure the audience of its being fiction
· Anxieties of what have I created, the unpredictability of genes, anxiety of being cuckolded (is that kid really mine?), opposite of coercion of individual; am I doing a good job?
 
· Uncanny: Ben is very nearly human but possesses a fundamental difference
· The doctors don't even try
· Amy is more comfortable for us because she has been labeled
· His character is not fully developed for us
· We don't know what he represents; unsure how to categorize him
· He represents us without the veneer of society
· The whole novel is uncanny because of the lack of certainty
 
· Gothic tropes such as the large romantic manor
· House is called a "kingdom"; symbolic of the old order
· Pastoral, idyllic
· Confinement and isolation of Ben
· Asylum in the moors; meant to emphasize a gothic aesthetic feel
· Barred windows, dark stone, etc.
· David as cruel lord; Harriet and David and Amy's parents as cruel parents
· The outcast -> Ben
· Mob anxieties -> mistrust of modern times, of the lower orders as the neighbourhood collapses
· Political feature
· Ben is an embodiment of that
· Historically, modern times are far less violent
· Ben constantly looking out the windows, wants to be a part of the society they abhor
· Suggesting, as he as a product of his parents' bodies, that they are implicit in creating this society
· The word "Neanderthal" is clever, pulling from the popularity of study of other species of human
· Pun: "New man"; he could be a throwback or a forerunner
· Constant tension in Ben between traditional and progressive
· Page 35; brainwashing, two separate views
· Can only come to the conclusion that a middle ground is being argued
· Both/and 
· Conjugal bed takes a turn for the sinister
· Pg 15; she almost cried out but she was overwhelmed; male authority
· Female gothic
· Echoes of The Bloody Chamber
· The grip that says "be quiet"
· Bit of the Marquis
· Her agency disappears in a female gothic context
· Everybody is constantly policing others' reproductive choices
· Pg 46; doctors as a literary symbol of authority
· They deserve Amy's disability because their marriage is imperfect
· Harriet later experiences this same blame and she changes her opinion of the old order to her own purposes
 
 
Nov. 14
December-09-12
12:27 AM
 
· Monstrousness in the Fifth Child -> Ben
· Threatens the normative order
· Appears monstrous, kills animals, etc
· Society seems monstrous
· Described as mistrusted, at the party, distorted etc.
· Women in particular
· Pg 9, ex is grotesque
· Children rendered monstrous
· Pg 98; monstrous children
· Expression of universal anxiety of monstrous maternity
· Pg 128, Harriet as a monster "horror of Harriet"
· Horror of being responsible for another life
· Horror of pregnancy and childbirth esp. on a wide, historical viewpoint
· We have modern medicine; in other times/regions, 1/30 to 1/10 odds 
· Mary Wollesntonecraft died giving birth to Mary Shelley
· Scary, foreign thing in your body -> battle between the carrier and the parasite, the battle with the fetus
· Maternal instinct causes the problem
· Harriet is caught between her instints and her ideas
· Engages with us like Omelas; should Harriet have let Ben die
· Siblings suffer as do fathers
· Siblings -> the Godsend, think cuckoo's baby
· The Omen
· Men anxious for beloved wives
· Fetus has a vampiric or parasitic quality
· Pg 41 the fetus is poisoning her
· Pg 49, baby's trying to pull a Renesmee
· Alien movie and Aliens
· Read as a monstrous maternity story
· Grotesque pregnancy, page 52
· Horror of having to give up one's own identity
· The four other children represent the joys of parenthood, Ben the trials
· Structure reflects the relentlessness of paranthood
· 5 children is too many; perhaps Ben's horror lies in his burden on an already burdened family
· Children as monstrous
· Violence in all of us before it is trained out of us
 
Poetry
· Jonathan Swift, Gulliver's Travels, A Mom's Proposal
· With Pope and Dryden are the great satirists of the Augustan (neo-classical) age (1700s)
· Cruel satire -> destroyed reputations
· Produced by Conservative writers
· Swift was an Anglican minister in Ireland
· Not as much faith in human nature 
· Cconcerned with the generation now
· His target is human weakness/foibles
· Via the city, esp. London
 
· Poem operates with corpse theory
· Not limited to old ideas of women, but applies to the human body
· Body horror -> horror found in the body's functionss, constant state of entropy, etc
· Particular to older times before modern medicine, deodorant etc.
· Ray Porter, "Flesh in the Age of Reason"
· Rise at the end of the 18thC, after Swift, a focus arises to deodorize and cleanse, exercise and care for bodies
· David Kronenberg focuses on body horror
· Deal with the wounded body, body that needs to be fixed (often fetishized in his movies)
· Can, therefore, deal with monstrous maternity
· King of venereal horror
· Survival Type - gangrenous limb, example of body horror
· We are meant to be disgust by Corinna 
· Fleet Ditch -> open sewer along Fleet Street
· Corrina as a representation of London
· Mock pastoral; set in a big city, but using pastoral language or conventions for contrast
· Nomenclature: Corinna often the name of the beloved in a pastoral epic
· Kore - young woman
· Evokes the idea of the beautiful pastoral maiden
· London literally/metaphorically a whore
· Monstrous feminine is present, but small
· Written for the honour of the fair sex (subtitle)
· Body horror specifically feminized; she is a prostitute, for example
· Suggested that the real Corinna does not exist and is a product of feminine wiles
· Rejects pastoral ideas and those who fall victim to them
· Think con-men in the Necromancer
· Learn to deal with fleshly reality
· This is the largest idea in this poem
· Defamiliarization of the poem
· Makes us pay attention, announces itself as art and then is disgusting
· Defamiliarizing London, wants people to see/smell the city anew
 
 
 
 
 
Nov 16
December-09-12
12:47 AM
 
· Keats 2nd gen. High Romanticism
· Interested in imagination, didn't have as much of a pessimistic view of humanity
· Highly interested in affect; Lamia plays with negative affect
· Very unironic pastoral setting, highly idealized framework
· Very Romantic; unrealistic characters/setting/events
· Compare to Swift, who is hyper-realistic
· Line 45; guordian knot (impossible to untie) - complex
· Colourful description, elements of the groteque, blurred boundaries
· The kind of beauty you don't want to get too close to 
· Lamia in myth: body of a woman, goat legs - draws wisdom with her touch
· Affects men's judgement, perception
· Orientalistic connection; related to a king of Egypt or Queen of Lybia; had an affair with Zeus
· Hera killed their kids, who Lamia then ate
· No one version of her; sometimes a seductress, sometimes hermaphroditic (blurred boundaries), beautiful/hideous, succubus, etc
 
· Hermes descends because of rumours of a beautiful nymph
· Uses her wiles to trick him by pleading to his desire for power
· Plays with the serpentine Lamia
· Clear Eve reference
· Though Hermes sees through her, he makes a deal: show him the nymph in exchange for transforming her into a woman
· First horror (or affectiveness)
· 150; moving from moon/feminine to sun/manly; becoming unsexed and dangerous
· 189; her body is untouched but Lamia herself is not
· Breaking the meter; replicates the rhythm of intercourse
· Classic female villain, femme fatale
· Black widow archetype
· Lamia is sympathetic as well as selfish
· Beatrice is another
· Lamia as a classic abuser (like lord R-)
· Shares characteristics with Eve (particularly of Milton's Paradise Lost) and Greek femme fatales (Circe)
· Dangerous because they are alluring and seductive
· Can be indirectly harmful
· La belle dame sans merci; named for a medieval poem
· Unsatisfied desires are men's downfall; her only sin is not returning his affection
· Keats wrote a poem called "La Belle Dame Sans Merci"
· Lycius is gullible
· Part II, line 75; twisting him into wanting her
· Lamia has drained his wisdom
· Excess of the wedding sets us on edge (Oriental Tale)
· Moral of the poem similar to Swift: Dangers of false ideals
 
· Coleridge & Wordsworth 1st Gen Romanticism
· Coleridge addicted to opiates, suffered from chronic pain
· Hallucinatory feel to his poems
· The older he got, the more conservative he got
· Anti-Gothic by the end; thought it was unproductive focused on the bad
· The Law of Diminishing Returns
· Criticizing The Monk
· The more you read violence/sex, the more violent/sexy a piece has to be to create affect
· Language of the addicted
· Not against using the characteristics
· Cristabel reminds us of the link between romaunce
· Written around the same time as Goethe's The Bride of Corinth
· The reason Cristabel is set there
· First appearance of the "sexy" vampire in English
· Affected the tradictional vampire
· Influenced the female vampire (esp. lesbian)
· Do not possess inhuman strength, rely on seduction and wiles - less violence to distract us from the erotic aspect
· Higher idea of consent
· Geraldine is clearly supernatural, but she elicits sympathy
· Gothic opening, Cristabel is clearly Christian, but the image of pagan
· Left vulnerable by her non-traditional scene
· The leaf dancing evokes the maypole; contrast with white robe, Cristabel is prayer
· Smuggling a lover to the bedchamber
· Appearance of mother's ghost - dehumanizing Cristabel
· Seduction is the thing of fantasies, not of poetry
· Extraordinary contrast between pre- and post-fall
· Remains the image of piety, uses Christian rhetoric
· Allusion to snake figure - line 550
· 580 takes on a snake-like quality
· Carmilla, the Wicked Sisters in Dracula - hundreds of years of lesbian vampires
· Vampirus -> soft core porn, basically
· Vampyres
· Ripley Scott did one
· Anne Rice is one of the first to insert a male homosexual vampire
· Falls to the idea of transgression
· Lesbianism is often even legislatively less shocking
· More palatable; heteronormative culture with heterosexual males
· Most lesbian vampire fictions are not usually female gothic
· Cristabel is partially female gothic, part not
· Geraldine threatens the order, not the other way around
· Threatens gender roles
· Weakened father, weakened hierarchy
· Shield as a symbol
· It is the hospitality/law, however, which continues to endanger Cristabel
 
 
Nov 21
December-09-12
1:16 AM
 
· Committed suicide at 36, at 72
· Comes through in the Lady's suffering of melancholia
· Figures of unchecked authority
· Scary because she is the law
· Erzebeth Bathory in Hungary 
· Hungary at the time the only thing stopping the Ottoman Empire from expanding
· Ruins in what is now Slovakia
· Powerful family, military royalty, clergy etc
· Married young - she and her husband wer a sort of power couple
· Acquired narcissism syndrome - left with power, time and money
· Alejandra Pizarnik is blending history and prose
· 476; "for six years, the countess murdered without impunity […] the absolute freedom of the human creature is horrible"
· Creating a power dichotomy; sitting on a seat of power, the girls being naked
· The Countess dehumanizes the girls, 469; "they must have […] the countess, watching them"
· Only when she starts attacking the children of nobility is she prosecuted
· Servants as scapegoats
· She died the perfect gothic death, fully isolated and fully confirmed
· The lady as a user of black magic
· No way to know the extent of her crimes
· 470; "the many marriages […] epileptic"
· Aristocratic decay
· Folktale influence: the evil Queen being evoked
· Sort of reciprocal relationship
· 472; "the countess would spend her day […] without feeling tired"
· 473; "Erzebeth's great obsession […] a dream of stone"
· Figure of the witch - the ladies who prescribe the baths; "Darvulia was exactly like the woodland witch"
· Bathory considered a huge influence on the lesbian vampire
· Physical power stems from her servants, she doesn't control you with her wiles but with her dungeons
· Eternal, The Countess, The Daughters of Darkness
· Valentine Penrose's surrealist text on which Pizarnik bases her story; Quiver set in modern TO
· 469; "when she was sick […] bite them" "Chew on the bits of flesh" 471
 
Art Horror
· Started in the 60s and 70s
· Usually refers to movies, can apply to text
· Dealing literally with the art, aestheticized appeal in horror
· Dario Argento as an artist
· Finding and framing beauty
· Taking two extremes and mushing them together; blurred boundaries
· Example: Geraldine's eroticized assault on Cristabel, the wife in The Bloody Chamber
· Removes us from the comfort of absolutes
· Earlier movement surrealism linked directly to this movement
· Andre Breton, Salvador Dali
· Because of the changing world
· World seems awful and godless
· Surrealism wants to shock us because the world is shocking and to be otherwise would be deceitful 
· To take us away from our habitual impressions of the world
· What seems to be knowable is not
· Realism falls out of style
· Similar to defamiliarization; essay published in the same time period
· Modern art, abstract art movement
· Blurred boundaries, very dreamlike quality
· 466; "It is not easy to show this kind of beauty"
· "Convulsive beauty" is an actual surrealist term coined by Breton
· A sort of violent beauty, attempting to alter the classic form of beauty in traditional, symmetrical and normative
· It looks for beauty in pain, violence and transgression
· Literal convulsive beauty - cries and moans of paroxysms etc
· Tableaux vivants, living works of art
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· Released in '77, directed by Dario Argento
· Born into an arts family,
· Started producing in 70
· Mario Bava (known as the Italian Hitchcock) acted as a mentor to Argento
· Daria Nicolodi was his girlfriend/mother of his daughter, who is an actor
· His masterpieces are the ones where she worked as a collaborator; she was a story person
· Giallo - had its heyday in the art horror period; Argento was not the first, nor the last (Bava and Polanski)
· Violent murder mysteries
· Inspired by a type of pulp fiction with yellow covers which indicated their content
· Characterised by confused plots; oriental tale plot still living
· Highly creative, violent deaths
· Fetishized death of Pat, of Sarah
· Cinematography, production design (the way the set looks), special effects, score
· Ex. Deep Red, '75 (Argento), Bird with the Crystal Plumage '70
 
Group work
· Never worked for the same cinematographer twice
· Art horror - 
· Score composed by a prog-rock group called Goblin, meant to be distracting etc
· In the set, trying to make connections to several art movements - 
· surrealism
·  german expressionism (representing visually what the people are feeling)
· Traps Pat, traps Sarah and Suzy; the mural on the wall a pull from Escher's cityscapes, visually confusing - also, name of the street is Escher
· Art nouveau, mimicking the structures of nature - reminiscent of the grotesque 
· Tulip doors, curtains, the academy pulling from a real building
· Convulsive beauty - beautiful place/individuals being interrupted by violence and horror - surrealism
· Beautiful wall interrupted by Pat hanging
· Pianists death, takes place in the piazza which is surrounded by neoclassical architecture 
· Real vs unreal - 
· Dream/reality, hallucination/reality - > Suzy being drugged
· We feel disorientation, claustrophobia etc
· Gelwork - the cool lighting
· References to mental illness
· Talking to the psychologists
· Reference to Sarah having had a break down
· Likening the academy to a mental hospital w/ over-supervision and drugging people
· Title "Supiria" refers to a piece of writing by Thomas de Quincey, an opium addict, Confessions of an Opium-Eater and Suspiria De Profundus (sighs from the darkness)
· Thus, the heavy breathing of the directress makes thematic sense
· Written as prose/poetry
· Poe and Lovecraft are dream painters
· Levana and Our Ladies of Sorrow - Argento made a film reflecting these three (Suspiria being the mother of sighs)
· Spiritualism - 
· Witchcraft, worship of the occult, spoiling meat, perverted Eucharist in asking for power from Helena
· Monstrous Feminine - 
· Snake names - references to snakes - snake wallpapers
· Folktale - 
· Witches, cinderella figure (rags to riches, the beautiful male dancer mark)
· Red riding hood figure (Pat at the beginning)
· Narrator at the beginning, a la once upon a time 
· The urban gateway to the Black Forest
· Happening in threes - three teachers, three victims, etc
· Hansel and Gretel in counting the steps
· The Other - 
· Suzy as the foreigner in the new place,
· She and Sarah are othered by Olga
· Teachers are othered as teachers of authority
· Servants are Romanian, othered
· Dark Romanticism -
· Deaths involving dropping - Pat and Sarah and the swooping demon that kills the pianist
· Oppressiveness and claustrophobia - not exalted but hemmed in
· Suzy goes all the way to Germany to improve herself
· Everyone being pulled down
· Pessimism
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