Week 12: Psychopathy

Wrong to assume that psychopaths are criminal. 
-most serial killers are psychopaths. Not bidirectional
- Most killers are not psychopaths 


Know the numbers for Exams *

Base rates: the prevalence of psychopathy in a certain population

1. Serial killers: 90 % of serial killers would be considered psychopathic 
A rough estimate of serial homicide.
· Other studies, based on studies serial killers in prisons
2. Psychopathy in the general population is 1% (accurate estimate)
3. Psychopathy in the prison population: 10%-25%, depends on the system provincial and federal prison
4. Individuals who kill police officers: 44% of them are psychopathic 


 What is psychopathy? 
A personality disorder characterized by…
An arrogant, deceitful interpersonal style 
Deficient affective experiences (blunt emotions)
Impulsive and irresponsible behaviours
Early onset and diverse antisocial behaviours 

How is it measured? 

Four approaches 
1. In my clinical opinion- based on experience, intuition
2. Self-report inventories – inventories that the  offender fills out 
MMPS. Problems: lie and distort there profile
3. Informant rating – others rating the offenders
4. Structured Clinical- The DSM- The most common one to use. What sorts of indicators need to be e present? Tells you what to look for each issue.
Plc.-r – Bob Harr, Psychopathy Check List revised ( Gold Standard
PCL YV – Psychopathy Check List Youth Version
PScan- five items – developed for law enforcement officers


Psychopathy Check List
· 20 questions 
· Semi structured interview
· File information- 
· Scored on a 3 point scale 
· Total ranges 0-40
What are some defining characteristics?
Interpersonal features
· Glib/superficially charming , grandiose, inflated self-worth, manipulative
Affective features: shallow emotions, lack of guilt, callous
Lifestyle features: impulsive, irresponsible, poor anger control, criminal behaviours.

Why is psychopathy important 
1. Impact of the psychopathy label in the court context
· Manipulated the way the juvenile was described. Provided a context wanted to see what happen, how likely that they could be rehabilitated. The psychopathic , were more likely to receive the death penalty 
2. Interested in suffering from psychopathy , and the types of murders
· Instrumental/ Categorizing these murders.
· Psychopaths commit instrumental 
3. Relationship between psychopathy and reoffending 
· Retrospective study 
· Psychopathy reoffend at a high rate.(pck-r)
4. Treatability of psychopathy – rice and harris
-176 treated patients- 10 year follow up period
Psychopath reoffend at a high rate when treated… psychopaths that were not treated.
What makes a psychopath tick
Lexical decision task
· Ability to process emotional language. When psychopaths talk about language they can understand the words, but they don’t feel the emotions. They know the definitions but they don’t elicit things from them
· No emotion on words such as cancer 
· Evaluate – brain activity associated with decisions.
· Reaction times 

Intrator et al.
· Substance abused classified as psychopathic or not 
· Lexical decision task 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Startle Blink
· Startle reflex- reduced in a positive state, and increased when you feel threatened. 
· Positive emotional state- your suppose to react differently
· 
