Jewish Worlds of Meaning

· The Hebrew bible is divided into three sections
1) Torah
2) Neviim: prophets, 
3) Ketuvim: writings and miscellaneous stuff

1) Torah= “Law”; 5 books of Moses which is Pentateuch
· Starts with Genesis “ In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”
· Gen 1:1 & Gen 2:4 (Creation accounts) have differences, they don’t actually tell the same story
-Gen 1:1 –“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth “
-In the first one god created vegtation on the second day, creates humans on the 6th day, and male and female created together at the same time, and god is called Elohim. These four issues are different in the second creation account
-Gen 2:4 – “These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.”
	- Vegtation comes after the humans, God is called Adonay Elohim and women are created at separate times.  Humans are created first

· Adonay: the name of god
· Torah was written by 4 different people, authors, communities.
· Documentary hypothesis
· E (Elohist): Refers to god as Elihom
· ◦J (Jawhist): Refers to god as Adonay Elihom
· ◦P (Priestly): Interested in priestly code; the long list of rules
· ◦D (Deuteronomist): Writes in Deuteronomy

· Etiological Myths: Myths of origin: tell a people where they come from? Why they are what they are.
· Genesis opens with Biblical Myth, then Biblical legend (Abraham, Moses), then Biblical “history” (Exodus, entry into Canaan, tribes, monarchy, etc .

-Biblical Myths and Mythical Characters
· ◦Adam and Eve; Garden of Eden
· ◦Cain and Abel
· ◦Noah
· ◦The Flood Story: Occurs between chapters 6 & 9 in the genesis. Forty days or rain, water covers the mountaintops. 150 day the water rises. God does this because of the evil of the humanity. God wipes humanity. So he sends a rainbow and dove. These are considered signs that this wont happen again.

· Syncreticism: Borrow from one another; influence from one religion to another. EX: The flood story and Epic of Gilgmesh have similar stories. 


· Genesis = Bereshit= “in the beginning
· Exodus – Egypt
· Leviticus – Focus  on Priestly purity and other commandments
· Numbers – from wilderness to Canaan. Jews wonder through the wilderness for 40 years until there allowed in the promise land
· Deuteronomy – more laws, death of Moses

2) Nevi’im
· Prophets divided into two sections
· Former:  Joshua, Judges, Samuel (as one book), Kings (as one book)
· Later: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, The Twelve:  e.g. Hosea, Micah, Malachi (as one book)
· The roles of the Prophets speak God’s judgement of Israel’s behaviour.
3) Ketuvim
-Writings”
-11 Books
-Examples:  Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Ruth
 		-Torah
-Nevi’im
-Ketuvim
TNK = TaNaK = Tanakh

Other Important Writings:
-Midrash: The Interpretation. What does this mean? Two kinds
1) Halakhah : Legal Material
2) Haggadah :Narrative Material
    -Mishnah: oral law” of the Pharisees. Pharaisees believed they were in possession of collection sayings that have been whispered in moses’s ears. 
-Rabbi Judah Ha-Nasi, or Judah I wrote the oral law which is called the mishnah. 
-c. 200 CE
-interpretation of Mishnah = Gemara
-Talmud : takes the form of a record of rabbinic discussions pertaining to Jewish law, ethics, philosophy, customs and history.
-Mishnah + Palestinian Gemara = Palestinian Talmud (completed 450 CE)
-Mishnah + Babylonian Gemara = Babylonian Talmud (completed 500 CE)

[bookmark: _GoBack]-Talmud is the second importance after the torah; key component of Jewish life.

-Theology of Judaism
1) Monothiesm
· Henotheism Vs. Monotheism
· Shema:
· ◦“Hear o Israel, the Lord our God the Lord is one.”
Or
◦“Hear o Israel, the Lord is our God the Lord alone.”
2) Resurrection:  Your rewards will be postponed till the afterlife 
· Eschatological: Individual resurrection
· Sheol: Where everybody goes when people die; warehouse of souls good & evil.
3) Messiah: Changes many times over the Hebrew bible. Text with a thousand year history. 
4) Sin: Humans are born sinless, and because we are humans we sin, we take on sin
◦Halakhah: Law, legal behaviour, proper behaviour is in action. Conversion
◦“building a fence around the Torah”
· Mitzavh: commandent 
· Torah has 613 Mitzvah
Maimonides’s 13 Principles of Jewish Faith
 1) God is the creator and guide of everything. He is the sole creator. 
2) God is oneness.
3) God has no body, he is free from all the properties of matter.
4) God is the first and the last.
5) It is right to pray to God, and only to God.
6) All the words of the prophets are true.
7) The prophecy of Moses our teacher was true, and that he was the chief of the prophets.
8) The entire Torah that is now in our possession is the same that was given to Moses.
9) The Torah will not be exchanged, and there will never be any other Torah.
10) God knows all the deeds of human beings and all their thoughts.
11) God rewards those who keep his commandments and punishes those who transgress them.
12) The Messiah will come, eventually. 
13) There will be a revival of the dead at the time.


Second Video: Christianity 

-The New Testament
-Gospels: tell the stories of Jesus. 
-Mathew
-Mark
-Luke
-John
- Acts
-Letters
-Letters of Paul: Written First
-Hebrews
- James
- Peter
- John
-Jude
-Apocalypse
-“John of Patmos”

-Letters of Paul (50-55 CE)
◦1 Thessalonians
◦1 Corinthians 
◦2 Corinthians: Collection is going great
◦Galatians		
◦Philippians
◦Philemon
◦Romans: On the way to Jerusalem with the collection
-The most common order. Chronoglical order.
-These are not all Paul’s letters. Not all of his letters survived
-Undisputed Letters (No Scholar challenges the authenticity of these letters)
- Three letters are disputed
- Three letters Deutero (Second)- Pauline. 
-Possibly Pseudepigraphal Letters
◦2 Thessalonians
◦Colossians                 
◦Ephesians
◦1 Timothy               Deuatero Pauline Letters
◦2 Timothy
◦Titus
-There are 13 letters by Paul
-Exam- Pseudepigraphal: Opposite of Plargism. You write something yourself and put someone else’s name.
The Gospels (biographies): Written anonymously, no estimation on date or location
-Gospel = euangelion = good news
◦Gospel of Mark:  66-72 CE 
◦Gospel of Matt:  80-90 CE       Synoptic Gospels
◦Gospel of Luke:  80-90 CE
◦Gospel of John:  90-100 CE  Fourth Gospel
· The destruction of second temple had an affect on the rise of Christianity. Christianity was a sect of Judaism at this time. After the destruction we can see the split the Jewish followers, Christian followers and non jewish followers
· 
closes)
· Mathew and Luke: Jesus less Human
· John does not fit with the other three gospels which is why he last. John’s timeline takes three years, three trips that Jesus takes to Jerusalem for Passover, which the last day he dies.
· Synoptic, Jesus makes one trip doesn’t even cover a whole year. 
· Snyoptic: the last supper occurs the night of the Passover. Last supper has richer significance. 
· John, The last supper occurs night before Passover starts, Passover is just dinner.
· All the gospels agree that one of the events in Jesus Career is to go into the temple and turnover the money & animal sellers.
· Money has that has images of an animal is useless
· John is different, the church addressed that problem and called him the “spiritual gospel” 

-Acts: histories; There is only one act called the Acts of the Apsotles
—Name of the book:  Acts of the Apostles (first history of Christianity); traces the spread of Christianity from Jerusalem to Rome
—The Gospel of Luke and Acts likely have the same author
—First “history of the church”
· —Transition of the gospel from Jerusalem (where it opens) to Rome (where it 
· **People are convinced that the author of acts is the same author as the gospels of luke. They share similar structure and writing style.

-Apocalypse: Revelation of John. ** Revelation and Apocalypse mean the same thing**
-Name of the book:  Revelation
-Something is revealed to a seer
-Tour of Heaven (First two Chapters)
-Cosmic battle between forces of good (Jesus) and forces of evil (Satan)(Last 16 chapters).
- Part of what is inspired of the book of revelation is idea of the rapture. Rapture it is the faithful individuals will disappear and will be taken to heaven.
- One of the signs of the rapture will be the appearance of the anti Christ.
-Kanon: Set official literature. 
- The process of Kanonization political
- Book of Revelation was Kanonized because it had it more powerful lobby
-Sherpard or Hirmas was not Kanonized, which created political debates (Post Constantine).

The Great Theologians

1)  Augustine:  (c. 354-430 CE)
Manichean / Manichaeism
-He was a convert to Christianity from Manichaeism. He brought his background into thinking of Christianity. Another example of Syncretism in which one religion is affecting the shape of another.
- Dualists: See the world in binary opposites. Ex: its god or its satin, Things are either spirit or matter. We are matter
-Human guilt, sin (The body is bad and the spirit within us is good). Sex was a problem in Christianity in a long time, even within marriage
�Graeco-Roman philosophy
◦7 Christian virtues
�Wisdom, temperance, courage and justice (from Plato) 
–faith, hope and love (from the New Testament)
—Reason vs. Revelation

2) Anselm (1033-1109): Reinventer of the scholastic tradition.
-Scholastic thought / Scholasts
-University of Paris; University of Oxford
-“philosophy is the handmaid of theology”
-“I believe so that I may understand.”  
-Reason vs. Revelation
◦“ontological argument” 
◦ontology = the study of being.  God just IS because he must be.

3) Thomas Aquinas (1225-74); the most influential just for catholics. 
-Jesus is the only access to god, and church is only access to Jesus
-5 proofs for the existence of God

First Proof:  The Argument From Motion
◦1) Nothing can move itself
◦2) All things are in motion, which means they have been set in motion by something else
◦3) There cannot be infinite regress
◦4) Therefore:  There must be an Unmoved Mover, called God

Second Proof : Causation Of Existence
◦1) Some things are created by other things
◦2) Nothing can create itself
◦3) There cannot be infinite regress
◦4) Therefore, there must have been an Uncaused Cause, called God

Third Proof : Contingent and Necessary Objects
◦1) Contingent beings are caused
◦2) Not every being can be contingent
◦3) There must exist a being which is necessary to cause contingent beings
◦4) This necessary being is God

Fourth Proof:  The Argument From Degrees And Perfection
◦We recognise degrees of beauty, truth, goodness, knowledge, etc.
◦In order for there to be degrees, the perfect form of these things must also exist.
◦These perfections are contained in God.

Fifth Proof : The Argument From Intelligent Design
◦universe works in such a way that suggests an intelligent designer


Theology:
-Monotheism
◦Trinity
�Father (God)
�Son (Jesus)
�Holy Spirit
◦Incarnation: powerful word, jesus became meat.
◦Nicea (325)
Sin 
- Adam & Eve
-- Are humans inherently sinful, or do humans simply sin?
-- Original Sin
-- The Fall

The solution:  Jesus
Incarnation

Salvation
�Sin leads to eternal death
�Salvation = eternal life (after death)
◦Sacrifice to end all sacrifices
◦Assumed sins of humanity
◦Resurrection conquers death for all

�Orthodoxy = correct thought/belief
—Orthopraxy = correct action
—Judaism:  orthopraxis
—Christianity:  orthodoxy

Third Video: Islam
The Quran:
�Revelations come over 22 year period, The content is always a reflection of where Muhammad is. 
�Context specific
◦Early revelations in Mecca:  short prophetic indictments; 
◦Late revelations in Mecca:  longer interpretations of past prophets
◦Revelations from Medina:  arguments, discourses, legal pronouncements; first Ummah has been established. Translations are often about war and legal matters.
-20 year difference from the death of Muhammad the official Quran

�Muhammad’s recitations 
◦orally transmitted by word of mouth
◦written on various material
�652 CE, Qur’an fragments are collected creates a single version of the Quran and Uthman makes it official, and destroys any other Quran.
—Arranged in114 suras – each of them a revelatory event
—Presented in order of length, not chronology, not genre, not theme
· Quran is reversed Chronologically ranged by length
· Sura 104: The greed and the Backbiters
· Soua 103: Humans are forgetful, humans can be sinless but chose to sin
·  Sura 10: God is Creater, only response is gratitude and loyalty.
Problem Texts

-Sura 8.60 “Prepare for them whatever force and cavalry you are capable of gathering, to strike terror, to strike terror into the hearts of the enemies, of Allah and your enemies.” 

Sura 47.4 “Therefore, when you meet the Unbelievers, cut their throats; at length, when you have thoroughly subdued them, bind a bond firmly (on them). . . . Thus (are you commanded) . . . But those who are slain in the Way of Allah: He will never let their deeds be lost.” 

 1 Timothy 2:11-15  “Let a woman learn in silence with full submission.  I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she is to keep silent.  For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through childbearing, provided they continue in faith and love and holiness, with modesty.”

Revelation 2:20-23   “But I have this against you:  you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet and is teaching and beguiling my servants to practice fornication and to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her fornication. Beware, I am throwing her on a bed, and those who commit adultery with her I am throwing into great distress, unless they repent of her doings;  and I will strike her children dead.”

-Ortho Proxy: Correct practice behavior conduct (Judiasm)
- Ortho Doxy: Correct thought or belief (Christianity)
**Islam goes in the middle (44.9%)** 

-Shariah is similar to jewish word Halakha (daily living)
-Shari’ah Law (God expects its people to live by) established in four steps:
◦1. Qur’an: it if it says don’t do this then that is the end of the debate. Have to obey what the Quran says.
◦2. Hadith / Sunnah: sayings and actions recorded of the prophet when he wasn’t reciting.
◦3. Qiyas = analogy: if in the history of islam if muslims come up with an issue that is not addressed in the quran and hadeeth, they suggest an analoy.
◦4. Ijma = consensus: Muslim Tradition that says god does not allow his community to agree on an error. If analogy is getting you no where, then you can look to tradition.

-Examples of legal debates
◦ Are we allowed to drink Coffee? They go to the process, it doesn’t say in the Quran. 

◦khamr (wine) Forbidden in Islam Three different revelations about alcohol
�Hanafi: very respected Muslim jurist, goes for a strict literal on khamar, it is prohibited. Tormented Grapes. It is not meant for beer, potatoes (vodka). Only wine is prohibited for a Muslim. Any anology between alcohol and coffee is insane.
—Shafi’i: Khamr doesn’t refer to a product, it derives with social threat that drinking is to a society. It causes violence disruption. Khamr doesn’t refer just to the wine. All alcohol that is prohibbted results to social problems. Argues against coffee.
—fiqh: Four step process of establishing what is legal and what is not.

Muslim Theological Debates
�God’s attributes are related to god
-Knowledge, power, generosity
-Speech ( Quran was always there, it is co eternal. Consubstantial being with god syncretistic to Jesus ( Christianity) 
◦Mu‘tazilites 

�God’s hands?  Both the quran and hadeeth talk about tongue, hands, human like attributes, Muslim would argue. Debate between Mutazlities and others. Mu’tazlities argue that god does not have hands, face, feet etc. The others would argue god really does have two hands and feet. 

· Mu’tazlities are more rational but they lose.

*** In exam It says five pillars. It is meant five pillars of PRACTICE NOT FAITH. However, if the prof states FAITH then go for it. 

Five Pillars of FAITH
1) Monotheism
◦There is no god but God; Muhammad is the messenger of God
◦Tawhid

2) Prophecy: god communicates with the people through prophets
�Nabi (=prophet): warnings from God 
�Rasul =messenger): innovation, scripture
◦Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad
3)Revelation 
◦Four Scriptures
�Torah of Moses; Psalms of David; New Testament of Jesus; Qur’an of Muhammad
-Revelation
◦God reveals in stages
◦People of the Book



4)Angelic Agency
�Angels mediate between Allah and humans
◦Gabriel and Iblis

5) Judgement and Afterlife
◦Muslim ethical system:  judgement, reward, and punishment
◦“The Day of Noise and Clamour”
◦Hell temporary for all but religious hypocrites
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