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Three types of deviant acts: 
· Pure: aggressor vs. victim
· Secret
· Falsely accused
Social Problem: A given or constructed situation that is incompatible with the values of a significant number of people who agree that action is needed to alter, improve the situation.  It is incompatible because it devalues society.  OR unsatisfactory problem that involves more than one person.  
Dimensions:
· Objective condition: viewpoint of the victim. 
· Subjective construction: viewpoint of the aggressor. 
· Conflict of values: how the two values conflict. Viewpoint of victim and aggressor conflict. 
· Significant number of people involved.  
· Intervention is needed (have to do something to alter the situation) 

· Poverty:
· Objective condition: some people don’t have the means, home, food. Inequality. 
· Subjective construction: it’s their fault.  We give them education, help. 
· Conflict of values:
· Significant number of people involved: poor people, children and family of poor people, society involved. 
· Intervention is needed (have to do something to alter the situation): government, community, charity organizations, teachers etc. 

Deductive: you have a general idea
Inductive: 
Macro study: larger study (poverty in Canada) 
Micro study: smaller study (the mission, Ottawa) 
Explanatory: deals with causes, explaining why.
Descriptive: just describes the situation. 

Main techniques of collecting  information: 
· Interview
· Survey 
· Literature review and research 
· Field work

Biological studies of deviance and social problems: 

· Focus on the aggressor not on society. Checking if there are some genetic problems that caused this aggressor to do aggressive acts. 
· C. Lombroso was born (1836-1909) Italian criminologist and famous for atavism (when some criminals are physically and mentally going back to their ape-like ancestors). They are physically and mentally inclined to go to their pre-human ape-like ancestors. 
· Sheldon- 1949, the body type has tendencies to aggressiveness. His theory has been criticized a lot for attacking athletes. 
· Ectomorphs 
· Mesomorphs- muscular (tendency to be aggressive) 
· Endomorphs – round fat body types 
· Drug abuse may be linked to genetics however being in a society where there is alcohol abuse is more powerful than the genetics. 
· For social control they institutionalize people. 

· Psychological studies of deviance and social problems: 
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· Social Problem: illegal immigrant 
· Objective condition: 
· Subjective construction: society that does not provide basic needs
· Conflict of values: 
· Significant number of people involved: 
· Intervention needed: 

· Deviance as a social process: 
· Really changes all the time and the social construction process as well. 
· What we see in reality as a deviant act or social problem is part of a bigger issue. 
· Behaviour is regarded as deviant or part of a more extensive process. 

· The author tries to distinguish public vs. individual problem.  (introduction reading) 

· Functionalist: kind of perspective that sees different elements in the society as co-operative. They work in harmony. Each organ of society has a different function but they all co-operate. We see interrelation between the different organs. We see an increase in the number of deviance. Everything in the society has a function but they are all towards one entity (the society). Even bad things create a social bond among those who don’t identify. 
· Conflict: Oppose functionalist. There is no harmony between elements in the society. There is conflict and tension between elements in society.  Inter-group conflict. 
· Marx sees a hierarchical relations (one group is dominant and one group is subordinate) 
· Weber sees the relationships in society as horizontal. 
· Symbolic interactionism: relations between people and interpretations. 
· Sexism: 
· Functionalism: understands social and deviance problems exists, but they can also have a function in society. They create more precise boundaries for what is right and wrong. It’s fair because it’s necessary for society to function (division of labour, if we give them too much opportunity then who will take care of our children.) 
· Conflict: 
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Perspectives
· Functionalism, Durkheim 
· Deviance has positive functions: it provides opportunities for society to reassert common values and norms, and it spurs social change.
· One of the first social thinkers to explain deviance in social rather than biological and psychological terms. (Durkheim only)
· Conflict theory 
· Deviance is one aspect of the power, inequality, and conflict that pervade society.
· Symbolic interactionism 
· Focuses on how people come to engage in deviant behaviors and assumed deviant identities.
· The labeling of deviants as such strengthens their deviant identities and may encourage further deviant behavior.

· Durkheim: reading pg.44 (Functionalist: sees harmony in society. When there is a change and the rules are absent then there is increased crime.) Durkheim talks about macro-specific cases and uses research. 

· Crime is normal in society. Considered a crime when people deem it to be one. 
· Collective consciousness: 
· Individual consciousness: 
· Structure: 
· Moral bond 
· Social bond 
· Organic society: each organ has its own body, we all have different functions but work towards a similar goal in society. 
· Crime is normal because a society exempt from crime is impossible. Crime exists in all societies. 

· Psychological conflict (Greg Sammuel) 
· Social conflict (Spencer): Survival of the fittest- Don’t feed poor or sick people. 
· Class conflict (Marx)

· S.Freud (1856-1939): If society cannot control the aggressiveness of certain people then deviance happens (aggression, sexual desire…) 
· He sees in each human three parts that are in conflict with each other: 
· Id: animal desire within us for sex and aggression
· Ego: more rational (tries not to be aggressive but rather suppress some of the instincts.) 
· Super-ego: The part in personality which is conscious and moral. 
· The suggestion is that you have to suppress “id”. 
· Most of the violence comes from pre-historic ancestors because we want to gain and defend our territories. It has become an instinct in us. 
· If we cannot control some of these impulses then deviance occurs. 
· Remedies to control deviance: 
· Exclusion (mental hospital, jail), therapy, medication… 

· Positivism: Durkheim. Deviance and social problems are positively real. 
· Absolutism: is one of their main ideas. Deviance is absolutely real; we can see that they exist. 
· Objectivism: Deviance is an observable object, so we can use objective methods to study them. 
· Determinism: There are some causes that lead to deviance and social problems so deviance is a determinant behaviour, you can explain cause and effect. They pay attention to the law breaker. 

· (Social) Constructivism: study the law makers not breakers. 
· Relativism: deviance is a label it is something that exists in the mind of people, it changes based on time and place. A group of people label and act as deviants. Deviance is relative. 
· Subjectivism: deviance is a subjective experience so sometimes it is not real to see. It exists in the mind. 
· Voluntarism: deviance is a voluntary act and an expression of free will. Cannot say an act is caused by something. 

· Integrated view: each deviant act can go from a minimal to maximal public consensus. Example: tattooing has minimal consensus but years ago it had maximal consensus. 
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· Anomie strength theory: it takes the shift and looks at the society. 
· Critics: 
· Lower income people usually do street crimes, and the police therefore arrest them more often. 
· It is not a given that all the members of the society have the same goals and culture. 

· Readings: 
· Regarding each perspective your definition varies too. For consensus perspective you see harmony. But conflict perspective shows us that people are in conflict with each other. 
· Page 38 (table 3.1) 
· Second article: what do we call a crime? 
· Socio-psychological: 
· External control 
· Initiation and role modeling 
· Social learning theory is part of positivism: 
· Positivism: we can study deviance

· Edwin Sutherland 1939 Principals of Criminology: Differential association  leads to criminal behaviour. 
· Daniel Glazer 1956 “Criminality theories and behavioural images” 
· Differential association leads to differential identification which leads to criminal behaviour. 
· R.Burgess and R. Akers 1966 “A different association-reinforcement. 
· Diff. association  diff reinforcement 
· Social learning theory:
· Criticism :
·  The credibility of the idea depends on the creations and its hard to identify who we learnt it from 
· It is hard to identify which is cause and which is consequence. (two children in one house, one becomes alcoholic and one doesn’t. One parent was alcoholic. Is it the child’s fault or parent)
· The theory is valid for someone who continuously does wrong doings. 
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· Symbolic interactionism: three main premises:
· Human beings give meaning to things. 
· The meanings that we attached to these things are derived from the social interaction that we have with our fellow human beings. 
· Based on these social interactions these meanings are modified or interpreted any way we want to. 
· Interactionism approach: micro level
· George Herbet Mead- avant-garde in sociology 
· Herbert Blumer- wrote a book in 1969 called Symbolic Interactionism. 
· Labelling theory: no act is by itself a deviant act. The act is only deviant when someone labels it as deviant. The deviant act is only known through interaction of two or more people. 
· Labelers vs labeled. 
· Labelers- those who labeled the act as deviant, those who had a negative response (usually powerful people in society: legislators, judges, prison guards etc.) 
· Labeled- those who have done something wrong according to the labelers (less wealthy: minority, drug addicts, mental patients, prostitutes etc.) 
· What is the outcome for the labeled? The person sees themselves as deviant and continues the act. Final behaviour as deviant. 
· Primary vs. second deviation. 
· When they see themselves as deviant there are social consequences:
· Homeless people, ex-convicts etc. have difficulty finding jobs. 
· Howards Becker.
· Process of exclusion:
· Marking the difference: noticing the difference (foreign accent) 
· Stigmatizing the difference: give bad attitude to something. (foreign accents are bad) 
· Excluding the different individual. (not giving jobs etc. to people with foreign accents.) 
· Administering the different individual. (giving English classes to them)

· Criticism:  
·  Person doesn’t necessarily become deviant by being labeled 
· Apparent known labelled not secret. 
· Does not deal with the deviance by labelers themselves. 

· P.53 
· Risk society (p.64) role of the media. 
· Discredited and discreditable (try to hide that they have a past history with child molestation etc.) 
· Strategy- “covering” for discredited and “passing” for discreditable. 
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Social control is a response for those who seem to be problematic, deviant etc. Society tries to respond. 

Control theory- travis hirschi (wrote a book in 1969 called causes of delinquency) and Michael Gottfredson.  
· Two main premises of control theory.  (instead of what causes deviance) 
· What causes conformity 
· Human beings have tendencies to be deviant
· Social bond
· Attachment to conventional people and institutions. 
· Commitment to conformity 
· Involvement in conformal activities (if the person is busy with activities such as sports and music). 
· Belief in moral validity 
· Sometimes weak self-control is also a cause for not conforming. 

C. Tittle said it was not weak self-control but no balance. They either have control surplus or control deficit. 

J.Braithwaite 2000 

· If we add shame to the wrong doing then we will have conformity. 
· Societies either have reintegrative shame (if the person did something wrong they still accept the person into the society)  or disintegrative shame (the societies that if someone does something wrong, they just abandon the person; example U.S) 

· Deterrence doctrine (people who believe in control ) if people know that punishment expects them then they don’t do any wrong-doings. We have to have punishment for wrong-doings. If punishment is swift and certain then people will be more conformists. 

Main criticism of social control - sometimes control causes deviance. For example children raised in controlled households. 

· Riots and protests: When the group tries to object the authorities. 
· Mainly localized and collective.
· Terrorism: create fear in the mind of your territory. Usually against government but can be against a certain group. It is sometimes individual, sometimes groups. They can be localized or exterior of their own society. 
· Torture: giving harm to another person or other groups of people. Individuals and groups and states all give torture. 
· Techniques: dehumanization (humiliation) , giving pain, making people uncomfortable. Abu Ghraib prison- in 2004 pictures were shown of what the officers were doing to Iraqi prisoners. 
· Making people eat things that are taboos for their culture. 
· Hurting their family 
· Forcing people to not sleep 
· 
· Formal and informal punishment 
· Social and external 
· Social deviance- problems (avoidance or negotiation) 
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Control theory: 
Formal and informal punishments and rewards 

Prevention: because of the fear of punishment the offender doesn’t commit the crime- Cesere Beccarid (1738-94) 
Rehabilitation: The purpose of the punishment is to repair the harm that has been done and to restore them to becoming law abiding. 
Restoration is to repair the harm and to restore the victim, offender and community. 
Incapacitation: the society tries to incapacitate so they can’t commit it again (imprisonment, exile) 

Deinstitutionalize the wrongdoers – prisons and asylums. 

Readings- ch.12,13,15  

In order for restorative justice to work:  p.174 on
· Participate
· Structure equality (respect all participants, offenders and victims) 
· Community empowerment 


Phenomenological theory-  Alfred Schuty 1962, collected papers: the problems of social reality 
Never deal with the mentality of the wrongdoer- what is his or her logic to do wrong, you have to study the mentality of the wrongdoer. 

Objective meaning – abstract, constructed, second degree (we see something is objective and we automatically think it is wrong.) 
Subjective meaning- situated, first degree (because it is he or she thinking for herself) 


