CLASS 1

Tips for reading books:

Go to summary/end of chapter - the “in conclusion” - look for key terms and concepts

This course is study of BELIEF not THEOLOGY

KEY WORDS

Occult: “We use it to mean something misunderstood” The plain definition is: hidden from plain view.  “Secretive” information only known and understood by those who are trained to understand it.  Usually with the connotation that there is something powerful behind the understanding of it.

Magic(k): 

Magi/Wisdom

Magic: slight of hand/illusion/entertainment magic (hands quicker than the eye can see) 

Alistair Crowley would always write “k” at the end of magic to differentiate between the “occulted” powerful form and that referring to stage entertainment.

Magick: Magical will that everyone has the potential of accomplishing but you must be trained/willing/and knowledgeable to accomplish its powers.

People think of magic as a powerful force constantly around us that most of us can’t see - because it is an OCCULT and you must be knowledgeable and “trained” in this force of magic to recognize it. Often compared to electricity “not thought about by many or bothered with by many” -> need to be devoted and committed to learning and understanding its function.  The same is with magick.

Religion: SIMPLY a FRAMEWORK/SYSTEM of belief

Do not confuse religion with a “religious institution”.  Believing or not believing in a higher power are BOTH religious point of views.  “I am not religious, I don’t believe in God” -invalid.

Culture: Not biological.  We are not born knowing information that is culturally learned.  Ie: we are socialized by our culture to understand that incest is wrong and unthinkable. We have been taught what is taboo and what is not taboo.  

Taboos are based on identity.... “my people do this, your people do that” Ie. Circumcised vs uncircumcised jews and non-jews

Culture teaches us identity and how to live as human beings.  It embeds social constructs.  Even race is a construction.... think of apartheid - the Japanese were considered white rather than coloured only because they traded money with South Africa

5 Definitions of Witch

1. 1830-1850 The anthropological witch “witch doctors” (priest, priestesses, shamans)

· Religious healers or leaders from small social structures with religious practices unfamiliar to anthropologists. “if your religious practices don’t look like mine it’s witchcraft”

2.1450-1700 The historical witch/warlock: An evil-doer, someone who is in league with the devil

3.1960 The religious witch (Wiccan): Term of religion. A pre-christian religion called Wicca

4.1970 The feminist/goddess worshiper: political feminists started to refer to themselves as witches to make a statement about their identity

5.1966 Satanist witch
