Sociology Final Study Notes
Notes after the midterm:
Lecture 8: Identity, Crime and Deviance
	Identity in the late modern age 
· Important: Giddens’ theory of identity argues that this last point (i.e. sameness, universality) has eroded
· Identity is now “self-identity”
Identity = Self-identity (reflexive). The fundamental part of identity is choice (lifestyle implies choice and pluralism), and lifestyle is the core to creating the concept of the self. 
· Identity politics are less about universal experiences and more about recognition of different experiences
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fundamental component of construction of self-identity is choice
· Choice is the antithesis of tradition, habit and custom which structures people’s lives and channels their decisions
· Individualism was culturally relative ex. Medieval Europe; Identity was fixed, determined by inheritance (e.g. family lineage, gender, social status).Point is that the fundamental importance of the individual in “post-industrial” or “late-modern capitalist” society is unique and  worth considering 
Conventional Definition of identity
One: the notion of uniqueness (Gidden’s emphasizes this one). Identity is the name, the number or the essential character by which one can be identified (or can be “stolen” in identity theft) Two: we also use identity in everyday speech to speak about our essence or our true self.  When we speak of our identity as our essence or our essential self we mean the core parts of our personality which have more or less remained stable over time.  Our essential identity is waiting to be discovered . Three: we tend to use identity to recognize sameness (Gidden’s deemphasises this one).  So to identify is to say you are the same as a particular group in crucial important ways.  (e.g. to say you “identify” as a woman is to recognize that important aspects of the experience of being a woman are universal and shared by virtue of belonging to the same sex or gender).   
Gidden’s and Self Identity: Gidden’s does not think that individualism or individuality or the idea that every person a unique and special individual is peculiar to Western civilization. This is important because there is a tradition of (“Orientalist”) scholarship which suggests that Eastern societies lack a culture of individual rights and individual liberty which hinders democracy and favours despotism and dictatorship. 
Gidden’s Theory of Individualism, 10 Steps 
(1) The individual is responsible for making their own choices and creating their own identity;“We are not what we are...we are what we make ourselves. Not as much emphasis on birthright, Strangers ask us what we do, not who our parents are.  
(2) Reinterpretation of the past is crucial to this building and re-building of our self-identity. We re-evaluate the significance of past events based on new knowledge, new circumstances as well as new dreams. Important: construction of self identity is a very inward looking process 
(3) The process of building an identity is continuous and pervasive – a kind of obsession. We are continuously asking ourselves: What am I thinking?  What am I feeling?  Where am I going?  Am I breathing normally?  Do I look okay?  Am I saying too much, not enough? 
(4) Autobiographies are a modern invention. Autobiography represents the modern attitude towards identity building: critical self-interrogation. Autobiography is less about glory or immortality than an honest and deeply personal reflection on the formative events in your life. Autobiographies are by definition inward looking. It is an individualized version of immortality. 
(5) Building a self-identity implies asserting control over one’s life course.  As much as possible, modern people seek to control time.  We strive to plan for, and impose, order on the future  
(6) The construction of self-identity is extended to the physical body. “Awareness” of one’s body is a crucial dimension of this constant and pervasive self-interrogation. Eastern religions use meditation, exercise, and fasting to silence or transcend the “ego,” to move beyond our limited and individual consciousness in order to generate a higher order spiritual awareness (e.g. fasting is designed to force individuals to transcend their own selfish desires and needs and commit themselves to the wider community). In modern, capitalist societies today exercise and diet are used to construct a unique the self, to interrogate the self, and to build a unique self-identity – the reverse of transcending the self
(7) Construction of self-identity involves letting go of the past and overcoming “unproductive” emotional states. Past events which are interpreted as limiting self-development must be overcome; past is interpreted as a problem – emphasis on looking forward
 (8) Morality today is about “authenticity”. We understand being good as being true to ourselves.  Good people are people who are quote “honest” with themselves - implicit command: be yourself, or else. People justify all manner of cruel and destructive behaviour with expressions like “I have to be true to myself” or “I am just being honest” for which the subtext is “I am just being honest with myself and that’s what is really important
(9) Life is seen as a series of passages which can be drawn into our autobiography. We construct a story or a narrative of how we came to be who we are (e.g. leaving home, attending university, starting a new career, confronting new employment, starting another career, getting married, having children, getting divorced, etc.) 
 (10) The construction of self-identity is ultimately self-referential . Only significant thread in the narrative people construct of their lives is their own life. Authenticity is a self-referential moral code 
Paul Gilroy: “identity is not about returning to your roots.  Instead, it is about coming to terms with your routes” 
Stuart Hall
· complex idea of identity as an intersection of economic class, ethnicity and race, nations, citizenship and politics
· “the personal is political” (e.g. the individual adaptation of a “green” lifestyle can change the fate of the planet)
· Whereas politics as it is conventionally understood means organizing other people, identity politics is focused on the self. The market replaces political parties, voting. 
Crime and Deviance are culturally relative 
· Crime is a technical term (violation of criminal code). In a sense, crime is a subset of deviance. Deviance: breaking social norm. Informal and formal punishment
· Crime and deviance are learned; Criminals” are not born, possessed, or the product of genes. Criminal behaviour is learned. People learn the (1) skills and techniques necessary to commit crimes as well as (2) the sentiments, values, attitudes, beliefs associated with criminal behaviour from subcultures. 
Sykes and Matza Critique Cohen;  
One, even hardened gangsters have a sense of social expectations; know right and wrong; feel shame and guilt
Second, convicted criminals often demonstrate admiration for law abiding persons, “citizens”, or “taxpayers”; love their mothers; celebrate mainstream heroes, like professional athletes
Third, the code of criminal subcultures often draws sharp lines between who can be victimized and who cannot be harmed.  Some people are not fair game.  And the game follows a set of agreed upon rules
Fourth, members of criminal subcultures are not immune to the extrinsic and intrinsic rewards, or the pressure to conform to the expectations of mainstream society 
· Neutralization: Argued that Cohen’s “reversal” of mainstream values gross oversimplification. “Criminals” are not different “kind” of humans. “Criminals” still susceptible to social pressures, expectations, feel shame and guilt, love mothers, respect conventional heroes, taxpayers, “citizens”. Criminal subcultures develop techniques to “neutralize” these feelings, social expectations. 
Techniques of Neutralization 
 1) Denial of responsibility: members of criminal subcultures develop techniques to deny personal responsibility or accountability for the harm they cause (e.g. Accidental, pushed by forces beyond their control, bad neighbourhoods, etc.).  
2) Denial of Injury: crimes can be mala in se (i.e. bad in themselves) and mala prohibita (illegal but not immoral).  Criminal subcultures will often define their behaviour as technically illegal but not immoral because nobody who is innocent is harmed 
3) Denial of the victim: make sharp distinctions between people who can be harmed and those who cannot be harmed (e.g. “citizens” or “taxpayers” are not to be harmed while fellow criminals can be shot and killed according to the rules of the street) 
4) Condemn the condemners: claim that the people and institutions which prosecute them are hypocritical (e.g. “real criminals are police officers”) 
5) Appeal to higher loyalties: criminal subcultures are built upon high internal solidarity, loyalty to the organization or criminal family first and foremost 
Robert Mertons Strain Theory
· Merton : subcultures teach people goals, values, ideals as well as acceptable means for achieving those goals which can be consistent or inconsistent with the goals and means accepted in mainstream society 
Conformity: most people would accept both society’s goals and sanctioned means (i.e. pursuit of wealth, legal employment, commitment to work) 
· However, many people experience a kind of strain between society’s goals and the acceptable means; and so people adapt in four ways:
1) Ritualism: accepted the means, lived by the rules, go to work every day, but disagreed with the goals of conventional, mainstream society. 
2) Rebellion: seek to change society’s values and the acceptable means 
3) Innovators: there are criminals who agree with mainstream society’s values, the pursuit of wealth and possessions but lack acceptable means for achieving these ideals or for whatever reason decide to use means which are not socially acceptable.  Criminals are “innovators”? 
4) Retreatism: drop out, accepting neither society’s goals nor the accepted means and not seeking to change either 
Lecture Nine: Culture of Narcissism, Mass Media, New Media and the “Occupy Wall Street Movement”
· Lifestyle=Celebrities, fashion and consumption, and superficial portrayals of celebrities. 
Three challenges to constructing a self identity; 
1) “Post-traditional” social order.  Culture and tradition replaced with science and expertise.  People hit with constant barrage of new research findings concerning diet, health and exercise.  Findings are tentative.  And we lack expertise to evaluate them.  Leads to reliance on dieting and exercise cults, fads...
2) There is also a pluralism or fragmentation of life-worlds.  Our status sets – work, family life, friends, school, recreation and leisure – are not well-integrated.   As a result, our self-identity tends to be fractured and divided.  We will define ourselves and behave in different ways in different situations 
3) Experience is Increasingly Mediated: We must build our self-identity through increasingly mediated experiences (i.e. television, the internet, Web 2.0). lifestyle images are de-contextualized. Human interaction transcends physical space. 
Narcissism
Narcissism: personality disorder which can be defined as a persistent pattern of self-aggrandisement or grandiosity, a need for admiration, and exaggerated sense of one’s own importance. 
· Culture of Narcissism: Sociologists: Contemporary culture encourages and nourishes narcissistic tendencies in people. We have a very inward looking nature of our concept of the self or self-identity. Absence of tradition, culture and shared history. Modern people feel that their lives are empty, meaningless . We lack tradition and history to anchor our lives and give us a sense of purpose which is greater than ourselves. 
Capitalism and Narcissism
· Consumer capitalism also promotes narcissism
· Advertising addresses the needs of narcissists by providing attractiveness, beauty and popularity for the prices of purchasing the “right” goods
· Advertising also encourages feelings of insecurity, worthlessness, restlessness and boredom with what we have
· Advertising encourages to examine ourselves and to find ourselves lacking, ugly, wanting and in need of more
· Idea of learning about culture, history or tradition is derided as useless and irrelevant 
· Facebook attracts people with low self-esteem who score high on narcissism tests. Facebook is a gateway to hundreds (even thousands) of shallow relationships. Friends are “counted” and it is about quantity, not quality. Platform allows us to control impression, manage best possible presentation of self. “newsfeed” is inward looking, narrow outlook (e.g. “How is it relevant to me and my life”).  
Noam Chomsky and Manufacturing consent; 
· Key Idea: In a totalitarian society or Police State you don’t care much what the people think because you can control what people do. However, in liberal democratic society the ruling class needs to control what people think. People in free societies have a tremendous amount of power over their own actions as well as their political leader through the vote. Power in modern societies is exercised through culture. 
Hegemony:  Chomsky borrow “hegemony” from Antonio Gramsci, an Italian Marxist philosopher
· Gramsci wanted to explain why ordinary Italians enthusiastically supported Mussolini when he so clearly opposed the interests of ordinary Italians
· “Hegemony” cultural means are used to insure that masses will consent to their own domination and vote against their interests 

Chomsky’s Theoretical model; Simple institutional analysis of the media as an agent of hegemony
· Question: elegant theoretical model or crude? 
· Institutional analysis: What is the institutional structure of the media?  
· What is the relationship of the media to other institutions of power and authority (e.g. Universities and the government)?  
· Function of media: doctrinal, to produce doctrine, i.e. beliefs, values, ways of thinking 

Corporate Mass Media 

Mass media is corporate
· Media might be essential to democracy; However, the mass media are not democratic institutions, but hierarchically organized “corporate tyrannies” in which people do what they are told or they find a new job
· Corporations are owned and controlled by the ruling class
· Vertical integration sets rules for smaller , local subsidiaries
· Corporate media is also dependent on other large corporations for its profits and advertising revenue 

· Mass media: Distraction 
· Function: to be consumed by bottom 80%, to distract and misinform the segment of the subjugated population who don’t share power. 
· Distract the masses with inconsequential entertainment and exclude them from the decision making process
· Institutional Structure: either owned outright by larger media conglomerate or perpetually hampered by lack of resources or both
· Therefore, mass media depend on elite media to tell them what to do, or to set the agenda
· Mostly in the business of providing an escape or a distraction (e.g. Professional sports coverage, sex scandals, celebrity gossip) from real news (e.g. events and politics which actually shape and change people’s lives) 
· Elite Media: Framing the debate 
· Function: Set the agenda, i.e. Decide what the news is and how the news should be interpreted
· Frame the debate: decide what are the acceptable boundaries for discussion of important issues (liberal and conservative). What can and cannot be said. What should and should not be discussed, included
· Decide what counts as “fringe positions” or “radical statements” or “conspiracy theory”
· Institutional structure of elite media: tyrannical hierarchies
· Absolute power located at the top of bureaucratic structure
· Lesser employees follow orders or quit or get fired
· Managers and superiors have deeply internalized values and beliefs of institution

· Elite Media and the Audience : It is a particular and privileged audience: the educated and literate classes who share power with the people who own the country, the culture managers who are expected to govern themselves (and others) in a democracy.
· In other words, you (i.e. university students are the desired target and “product” of the elite media
· The elite media sells its audience (i.e. You) to its market which is comprised of other Large Corporations
· Large corporations purchase advertising space in the hopes of reaching the ruling class and the managerial class 
· Ideological: the Elite Media projects corporate interests as the universal interest of the entire population
· Hegemony: Domination is Cultural.  There’s no active censorship from above.  TV stations are not bombed
· Universities are parasitic and hierarchical institutions, which are totally dependent on corporate money, large donations of wealthy entrepreneurs & government money (and government depends on corporate money)
Global food Crisis
· In 2007 the prices of the 60 most important food commodities rose 34%. Cost of a number of key food commodities (e.g. wheat, corn and cooking oils) rose even more dramatically. The price of rice increased 100% in 2007.
· North Americans have yet to feel the effects – yet – because:
1) We buy “value-added” food (actual food makes up a very small portion of the retail price of the “food” we consume)
2) We buy more than 30% of our food fully prepared
3) There has also been stiff competition, as retail giants like Wal-Mart fight for market share in food distribution 
Origins of the Food Crisis; 
1) Rising oil prices most important factor.  Modern food production energy intensive.  Today price of oil $85.81 (USD), in 2008 reached $140 per barrel.  (War, bio-fuel, rising consumption, shrinking reserves)
2) Increasing meat consumption, less efficient, more expensive. Growing middle-class in Asia, Latin America, and esp. China  
3) India and China now “net-importers”, formerly large exporters don’t produce enough food to meet own needs
4) Industrial development and urbanization destroying agricultural land
5) Financial crisis: investors looked for tangible (i.e. safe) commodities, saw rising food prices, drove up inflation
6) Severe droughts and floods were also a problem 
· Occupy Wall street: asked their readers to organize 20,000 people. “flood” Lower Manhattan, on September 17, 2011. set up tents, construct kitchens, and to build barricades – and to occupy Wall Street. Demand: president Barack Obama set up Special commission with sole purpose of ending the influence of money over the people’s representatives in Washington. End the “corporatocracy” and restore the democracy 
· At the camp there are different sections; Emphasis on process, sharing ideas, reaching consensus rather than following “leaders”
· Three key issues from occupy Wall Street; Mass Unemployment, Inequality , and Corporate (esp. Financial Sector) dominance of political system 
Global Financial Crisis
· By end of Sept. 2008, the value of Wall Street assets at pre-1998 levels
· More than $8 trillion dollars of wealth destroyed (now est. at more than $11 trillion)
· Official unemployment figures in U.S. at highest level since the end of recession in early 1990s
· Obamas action plan did nothing. Krugman: entire plan served the interests of ruling Rentier Class and did nothing to create jobs or get at root cause of financial crisis 

Lecture Ten: Race and Ethnicity
What is racism? In everyday language “racism” is an epithet (i.e. an abusive insult). Canada prides itself on its tolerance, especially in comparison to the United States. Racism is a set of beliefs about the alleged inferiority of individuals who are socially defined as members of a certain group (i.e. a “race”) and this racial group is said to be distinguished by its physical characteristics. 
Race is culturally and socially defined: Common sense tells us that race is biological, innate, natural, and genetic-Scientists know that there is no biological or genetic basis for racial categories
· Race is a cultural concept, not a scientific one 
· The “scientific” racism with which we are familiar was invented in the 19th century in order to justify social inequality and to make slavery appear natural and “by design” 
· Dr. Samuel George Morton (1799-1851), Professor of anatomy at the University of Pennsylvania. Founder of scientific racism in North America. One of the most prestigious scientists on the continent during his life time. All of his theories have since been proven false
Morton’s assumptions; 
· People with most wealth and power are the most intelligent
· Skull size = brain size
· Brain size = intelligence
· Hypothesis: 
· Skulls of the white ruling class will be the largest on average 
Morton’s flaws; 
1) Circular Reasoning: modern archaeologists cannot reliably determine the “race” of a person based on their skull.  There is absolutely no way Morton could have known the colour of the person’s skin 
2) False Generalization: Morton made global claims about the entire history of the human species based on 72 skull specimens
3) Biased Sample: Skull size is not correlated with intelligence but with body size.  Women have smaller bodies on average and smaller skulls.  70% of Morton’s “African” sample was female, while only 48% of his “Caucasian” sample was female.  Using Morton’s own data, the average size of an “African” male skull was larger than that of his “Caucasian” males 
Racism in Canada Today; Angus Reid survey, 1990, more than 25% of Canadians agreed with the idea that “there should be more white immigrants taken into Canada and fewer non-white immigrants” (65% of Canadians disagreed with this idea). Citizenship and Immigration Department surveys, 1994 & 98, found that Canadians were evenly split on the question of whether or not too many immigrants were coming into the country
· 1995, Frances Henry conducted a highly regarded study on racial attitudes in metropolitan Toronto.  Her research found that 16-19% of the respondents were hard core bigots, while approximately 35 percent of respondents had racist tendencies.   National studies find that there are less hard line racists in Canada than Henry’s study of metro Toronto found  
· National surveys suggest the number of hard line racists is 5% 
Systematic and Cultural Racism; Racism in Canada tends to come in two forms:
· Systemic (or Institutional) Racism and Cultural Racism
· Systemic or institutional racism is perpetrated by people who are working in large institutions or bureaucratic structures.  And there is cultural racism, which is permeates everyday life and tends to promote either racist behaviour or behaviour that reinforces racial inequality
· Police forces, state-run bureaucracies and corporations will often be very serious about being blind to race or being color blind.  The problem is the world is not a place of universal social equality.  The application of policies of non-discrimination can produce discriminatory effects
Canada as a Vertical Mosaic 
· Series of larges studies before passage of Charter of Rights and Freedoms in 1981
· Finding: Canada’s mosaic was still very much vertical in character; 1980: 70% of Black people in Canada earned less than the median income.
· Close to 50% of Black people in Canada earned less than half the average income and less than 2% of Black people were in the top two income tiers
· 1986 census revealed that Indo-Canadians in Ontario were more than twice likely as Ontarians overall to have a university education
· And yet Indo-Canadians earned significantly less than the average income in Ontario
· First Nations groups were found to earn 60% of the national media income.  
· Male aboriginals faced a national unemployment rate of close to 40% and were overrepresented in low-status and low-income jobs 
Cultural Racism 
· Common form of prejudice against African-American people is the argument that people of African descent are genetically superior to white people in athletic ability
· Racist because the corollary is that that white athletes must somehow be smarter or work harder in order to compensate for inferior physical “gifts”
· Often this message of racial prejudice is very subtle.  Racism is rarely overt today.  It is a matter of emphasis, e.g. “Manning is cerebral” and “Vick has tremendous physical gifts”
· Problem: There are a few thousand professional athletes in North America and even less ultra-wealthy celebrities. On the other hand, there are millions of pharmacists, dentists, graphic designers, lawyers, tenured professors, systems analysts, nurses, doctors and police officers. Narrow portrayal of role models and culture of racial prejudice combine to encourage some young men and women to take a high-risk gamble with their future 
W.E.B Du Bois: Double Consciousness 
· Du Bois argued that the social experience of segregation led African-American people to have a divided understanding of their own self
· African-American people’s identity was fractured into “American’, on the one hand, and African, on the other
· Du Bois argued that black people in America were treated as the problem, rather than individual people with particular problems. He argued that this was because African-Americans are treated not as individual people but as representatives of an abstract racial category
· Du Bois argued that this when interacting with white America, black people cover the parts of their identity which are associated with African culture with a kind of a veil
· The experience of segregation and oppression leads African-American people to understand the African side of their identity as problem which needs to be suppressed in order to climb the social hierarchy 
Lecture 11: Gender, sex and sexuality
Aesthetic of Whiteness: 
· Aesthetic is a model for appraising or appreciating beauty or for determining that which is beautiful
· Whiteness is often defined as the absence of race or ethnicity because of its dominant position. In other words, white people see themselves as unique snowflakes, not members of an abstract racial category
· The customs, values and beliefs of the dominant majority gradually become translated into a culture of “whiteness”. whiteness becomes the norm & the dominant aesthetic
· Institutions that are “color blind” benefit people who are perceived as consistent with norms of dominant majority
· Du Bois: African-American men and women are forced to manage an impression of whiteness and to suppress or cover with a veil the aspects of their self which were seen as “problematic” or “different” from the norms of the dominant culture 
The definition of Gender 
· In everyday life and speech, gender is just a euphemism for biological sex. Gender is way of finding out someone’s biological sex without having to say “sex”
· Sociologists draw a much sharper distinction between sex and gender. Essentially, gender is cultural and sex is biological. Gender is what you do, it is more important to sociological analysis. Gender is about the “performances” of masculinity and femininity in a given culture. 
Shifts in the performance of Masculinity: 
·  The performance of masculinity has changed dramatically in the past 20 years alone. Mass media, advertising, and the internet drive changing norms
· Masculinity is now much more about appearances, fashion, grooming and less about a core status set (e.g. husband, breadwinner, father) 
· Mancession: Economic recession has been concentrated in male-dominate sectors and occupation. Health and Education tend to be more “recession-proof”. Young men are left with an increasingly narrow spectrum of options through which to perform their masculinity. It can be particularly difficult for working-class men, who might tend to find the “metrosexual” norm uncomfortable or inconsistent with their gender identity 
The balancing act: 
· Rising popularity of Mixed Martial Arts. The importance of the “MMA  Aesthetic” to the performance of masculinity. In part, this can be explained by narrow range of options for masculine performance
· “Tough Guise”: men feel threatened, powerless, as though power has declined as social power of women has risen (in part because “male dominance” of women was an important part of the definition of masculinity)
· Still, men today have to maintain balancing act between “tough guise” and sensitive/empathetic and nurturing core in their performance of masculinity (i.e. “MMA aesthetic” is in a sense an overcompensation) 
Gender is more than Performance: Our performances of gender are always subject to evaluation and judgement based on cultural standards and norms. Today, the mass media is an important source of gender norms and ideals. Peer groups, parents and other agents of socialization also try to enforce certain norms. Because men and women are not equal in our society, the enforcement of gender norms tend to systematically favour men and discriminate against women 
Performance of Femininity: 
· Performances of femininity are more complex, difficult, contradictory and paradoxical. Performance of femininity is also more consequential for women
· Rule 1: Appearances are paramount 
· Paradox: Standard against which appearances are judged “feminine” are quite literally impossible for real, actually existing women to achieve – failure inevitable 
· Rule 2: performance of femininity requires wielding sexuality and sex appeal instrumentally, key source of social power for young women
· Contradictions: over-sexualization of young women, who, at the same time, are not supposed to have sexuality. When combined with inadequate sex education creates the problem of teenage pregnancy, especially in the United States
· Paradox: power of sexuality is largely reserved for young women. As women learn to use it effectively, power of sexuality is eroded by cultural norms
· Long history of oppressing women by sorting women into simple dichotomy: virginal/ whore
· Rule 3: Contemporary North American society is unique in its requirement that women balance sex appeal and innocence in their performance of femininity
· Contradiction: Femininity defined as both pure and experienced, sexy and innocent
· Result: over-sexualization of young women 
· Paradoxical: Women are taught and expected to use their sexuality instrumentally, while at the same time understanding that they will be shunned for exceeding the boundaries of respectability
Cult of Thinness: Thinness has emerged as the dominant aesthetic, “thin is beautiful”. “Cult of Thinness” is the symbolic representation of the oppression of women. Enforces standards of weakness, frailty, vulnerability, smallness, powerlessness
Gender Ideologies: 
· Definition: narrowly defined and culturally dominant expectations of how men and women should and must perform their gender – today mass media important source
· Problem: the “gender ideologies” which shape men and women’s performances of masculinity and femininity are limiting, but also indirectly harmful  and in certain ways can lead directly to the infliction of harm. For example, masculine ideology: Empathy, caring, nurturing and the tools necessary for successful relationships are considered “feminine”
· Discipline, intelligence, obedience and the tools necessary to do well at school are considered “feminine”
· Result: young men are consistently out-performed by women at school, men have trouble maintaining adult relationships, and prison populations are disproportionately male
· Gender Ideology Borrowing: Is it easier for women to borrow from the dominant masculine gender ideology than it is for men to borrow from femininity?  Why?  

Lecture 12: Globalization, food, and hunger
Myth One: Famine Vs. Endemic Hunger; 
· Mass media focuses coverage on rare and isolated outbreaks of famine (e.g. Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia, and Chad). These stories also allow western media to assign blame to individual countries (e.g. failed policies of the government or civil war) and assign credit to international community and especially Western countries, which are portrayed as heroes  
· Because hunger is so widespread and so characteristic of the way industrial food is produced and consumed, sociologists refer to hunger as “endemic”. 
Two Type of Endemic Hunger; 
· Endemic hunger is defined as a daily insufficiency of food
· Most severe form of endemic hunger is insufficient calorie intake. U.N. estimates that 1 billion people do not consume enough calories each day
· Most common form of hunger is malnutrition. U.N. estimates that 3 billion people lack the necessary vitamins and nutrients in their diet 
Why is it hidden? One of the key reasons such a major problem remains hidden is because the effects of inadequate calories and malnutrition are most often disguised in the form of medical problems, developmental delays or chronic disease
· Hunger masked by Medical Problems: Malnutrition of mothers lowers the birth weight of infants. Strongest predictor of chronic diseases later in life is lower than average weight at birth
· Malnutrition harms mental and physical development.
· Malnutrition weakens immune system. People suffering from endemic hunger are more likely to contract and to die from disease
· Second most important cause of infant mortality worldwide is diarrhoea – a strong and healthy person can recover from most of the infections which cause diarrhoea in a matter of hours . 
Myth two: Food production Vs. Social Entitlement
· The second common misunderstanding is that people are hungry because there is not enough food. In reality, there is more than enough food to feed the world. In fact, there is enough food to provide 120% of the current global population with a healthy and nutritious diet
· The problem is that there are not enough social entitlements to food 
· Because people lack social entitlements to food, billions of dollars’ worth of food is wasted each year and 3 billion people suffer from hunger. For example, endemic hunger in India: During food crisis of 2007-08, hungry people took to the streets and rioted in India
· At the same time the New York Times reported that 18 million tons of wheat (enough to feed over 200 million people) was rotting in outdoor storage facilities in India
· Why?  Market-based social entitlements to food. Exports would lead to further protests, giving the food away domestically would lead to greater budget deficits and would cut the domestic price of wheat and harm domestic agricultural producers – government frozen, food rotted 
Amartya Sen: Social Entitlement: Hunger is caused by entitlement failure 
There are many forms of social entitlement to food: 
· Moral obligation of parents to provide for children. Inheritance , purchase, or ownership of land on which it is possible to grow food,  Religious rituals which provide people in need, State-run welfare or social assistance programs can provide food entitlements. Wages earned though employment can provide people with the money to purchase food in the market
Industrial society and Entitlement failure
· Sen: reason 3 billion people go hungry while billions of dollars’ worth of food is wasted is entitlement failure.  Increasingly, people rely only on market-based social entitlement to food, Food is treated like any other commodity
· Right to food is not based on need but on what economists call “effective demand” (i.e. enough money to command food in the market)
·  No limit on food consumption of rich; wealthy can purchase and waste as much food as they desire 
Obesity and Malnutrition 
· U.N. term for malnutrition is “food insecurity”
· U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates that 35 million Americans meet U.N. standard for “food insecurity”
· Obesity is a major problem in America, but what the media fails to explain is that obesity is closely tied to malnutrition and the consumption of cheap but largely empty calories which lack the necessary nutrients and vitamins 
· U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates that 12 million households cannot afford to eat a healthy and balanced diet 

Myth Three: Overpopulation Vs. Overconsumption 
· The third myth about hunger is that it is caused by overpopulation
· There is a grain of truth to this common sense answer to the extent that there is probably not enough resources on the planet for everyone to eat like the North American middle-class . The full truth is more complicated
· There is enough food for 120% of current global population if we were all vegetarian. It depends mostly what kind of food people consume and how people produce their food
Efficiency of Traditional Agriculture 
· Tradition Mexican “swidden” corn farmer, Clears field with machete or axe, burns field, plants corn seed with hoe
· 143 days to raise one hectare of corn
· 589, 160 kilocalories of human labour
· 53, 178 kilocalories for energy needed to produce axe, hoe, and seed
· Harvest 6 million kilocalories of corn per hectare
· Ratio of “calorie input” to “calorie output” = 1:11 
Inefficiencies of Modern Farming
· Typical corn farmer in Iowa more productive on a per hectare basis (i.e. yields many more kilocalories of corn per hectare)
· Energy inputs are also far greater (e.g. machinery, herbicides, irrigation). Energy input of typical Iowa corn farmer is 25 million kilocalories per hectare of corn. Modern farming input-output ratio is 1:3.5
· For every 1,300 kg of corn grown in U.S., 1,200 kg is fed to livestock
· one pound of meat from a cow = 8 pounds of corn
· Add watering and transportation cost: meat production requires 8 kilocalories of input for every one kilocalorie of food produced
· Next: food processing, packaging, storage, refrigeration, and more transportation adds 8 more kilocalories of input for every 1 output
Conclusion: modern agricultural production requires 16 kilocalories of energy input for every one kilocalorie of food produced (i.e. input-output ratio is 16:1)  
Globalization: 
· Modernization theorists and Dependency theorists both agree on globalization as well
· Globalization is about 500 years old (1500 C.E.)
· Globalization: increasing interdependence, interconnectedness and mutual awareness of individuals and institutions around the world through; 
1) Technological: transportation and communication
2) Economic: growth of international trade and investment
3) Political: transnational organization, less national sovereignty 

Modernization Theory: Modernization scholars study the culture and institutions of individual countries. They explain the success of wealthy countries (e.g. Japan, Europe, North America) based on four factors
1) Generation of profit and investment of capital
2) Rational business techniques (e.g. accounting, marketing, and finance)
3) Democratic forms of government (stable and secure framework for capital accumulation or economic growth)
4) Western Culture (i.e. promotes investment, innovation and education). 
Solution: transfer Western capital, institutions and culture from wealthy countries to poorer countries 
Dependency Theory: Dependency theorists concentrate on the character of the relationships between countries (i.e. the mutual dependency between developed & underdeveloped). Argue that globalization began with colonization (i.e. direct control of one country by another country). Industrial Revolution (1780) led to imperialism: Japan, Europe and the United States used military force to intensify domination of colonies. Colonies turned into source of raw materials, cheap labour, investment opportunities, and markets. 
· Dependency theorists argue that direct political control was replaced with indirect economic control (i.e. neo-colonialism) after WWII
· Three methods of indirect control:
1) Direct foreign investment: used to buy land, extract resources, and exploit cheap labour.  Profit accumulates in wealthy countries, where stock markets and multinational headquarters are located. For example, commercial agriculture eliminates peasant land entitlements and food is traded in U.S. dollars on the U.S. stock exchange 
2) Support for Authoritarian Governments, For example, 1952 democratically elected government in Guatemala attempts to redistribute land to peasant population 
3)Debt: Post-WWII poorer countries borrowed massive sums of money from Western banks and Western governments in order to “modernize” infrastructure, schools, health care, and the military/police. Large amount wasted on luxuries for ruling class and military/secret police expenditures to protect authoritarian governments. By 2000, poorer countries owed wealthy countries close to $2.6 trillion (USD)
· Debt hinders ability of poorer countries to protect citizens from food insecurity and chronic hunger 

Solutions to Hunger: 
· Amartya Sen: we need to reinforce and create more forms of social entitlement to food: land reform, urban gardens, make food human right and constitutional right, reduce power of multinational corporations and support national sovereignty  

Essay Questions: 
· Answer TWO of the following:
· 1. W.E.B. Du Bois and cultural racism 
· 2. Modernization theory, dependency theory and the problem of hunger   
· 3. Gender ideologies and the mass media: watch killing us softly for ideas 
· 4. Anthony Giddens theory of self-identity, Facebook, and new media technologies 








































