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                                          Jurgen Habermas 

Frankfurt School
Nazi fascism these theorists moved to exile to America
Purpose:
Saw a relation between totalitarian role in the government life and the totalitarian control they saw in the mass production and action 

Frankfurt School: 

Culture today is infecting everything with sameness (goes back to the idea of the totaility of the system, same products same packaging being sent out and that’s why we don’t really feel satisfied)

The power of industrial society…..alerlty consumed even in a state fo distraction p45
{we think we are alert and awake but we don’t realize the whole process behind it that’s directing us. We consume even when we don’t consume. How it directs our consumtion practices without us even knowing}

For consumers the use value…..only quality they enjoy p.66
The less the culture industry….necessarily becomes (p.55)
(culture industry have an overwhelming effect) 

Modernity 

Based on enlightment thought
That reason will provide the means to understand organize and control (a good) society 
Enlightment really meant to allow the indviduals to have control over truth 
Key concept
Reason, order, technology, progress

19 century critical theory 
Began with markx
Beginning of industrialism scientism lead to technology leading to factories leading to mass production 

Marx and the political economists
What was their criticism with ‘modernity’
Created a class society between the have and have nots 
Had an equality due to alienation on the workers

Early 20c Critical though 
The totality of large scale mass production: Context

Frankfurt school 
What was their criticisms with modernity (controls the individual)
Controls the mind of people 

Habermas 
2nd generation Frankfurt School 
Last modernist”( unlike markx, Frankfurt school hambermas believed that we could still use the goals of modernity and reasons. We just need to inact them in society in a better way)

Looks at where the process of modernity went wrong and how it can get turned around 
Believed that modernity was an “incomplete project” 

Context
Habermas was a student of Horkheimer and Adorno 
Habermas was looking at post war trials the Nuremberg trials where people were brought to account what they were doing during the war

Led him to key questions that he wanted to answer about society and his theory his macro at the societal level .  Emerging at a time with totalitarian control is throwing

What is the ideal social/political state that we have currently and why
What is the role and limitation of citizens and the system 
How do we achieve this ideal state?
What is the social/political system that we have and why 

GOAL AND PURPOSE
To identify the MODERN means through which indviduals can collectively determine their societal future. (Living when there is a lot of citizen uprising. 

Prolific writer (wrote a lot of stuff)
KEY SCHOLARLY WORKS
Structural transformation of the public sphere (1962) but did not get translated in English in 1982
THEORY OF Communicative Action 
(1984/1987)

STPS (structural transformation of Public sphere) 
The book Identify, historically site where individuals collectively had control over their political and societal future and determined their future and managed the system 

2nd generation Frankfurt scholar understands the totalitarian power over individuals and society 

Analyze key characteristics of this site
Doesn’t exist anymore

Public sphere is a sphere that mediate between society and state in which the public sphere as a quad a site where everybody comes together and talks about issues etc. 
It’s the people coming together to discuss and make a decision are in control
Public sphere success depends on 
Open access (must be open to those who want to participate)
Autonomy (the people who are in control 
Equal ability to input ( everyone have the ability to contribute
Quality of participation (logic and rational and deliberative so that we have a back and forth discussion and to come up to a shared understanding on what should be the way to move forward)

STPS: key terms/concepts

Public Sphere
Public and private 
Life world& system world 
Life world is similar to the private (culture identity) personal interaction we have whereas the system world is the market economy, institualized have particular goals that gets regularized) 
Habermas talks the government is a big system world
Media 
Key venue through which the debate or communication happened in a society 
Private sphere is where you are considered to concern about yourself your family. It’s a sort of home. Related to you as an individual whereas public is interested in as a society as a whole 

STPS: Argument 
Public sphere existed in 18c bourgeoisie society. Media forum for discussion 
(for habermas the media would be newspaper or broad sheets where all these ideas would be written down and distributed to the society) 
Devolved as private interests entered the debate and influenced governments 
People were taking out private interest and bringing it in the public sphere so indivualistic things were being talked instead of talking about society as a whole 
Commercial goals corrupted government and media 
The government since they wanted to win they tried 
Results in colonization of the public sphere by the system world  
(system world the economy and the government) the structural transformation habermas talks about 

For habermas if we apply the modern values and practices we can get out of the negative state

Completing the modernity project 
Rational critical debate that has been taken over by the colonization of the public sphere
System world is actually directed by the decisions an d
We need the media to stop and they need to be mediateor of public discussion 
Public authority to realize that they are directed by public sphere and bot by individual interest

Role of media in public sphere 
Habermas stressed on the news companies Not to give in the pressure of the commercial system but you work for the people. You present the information to the people and let them determine their own decisions. 

Communicative action 
The practice of rational, critical debate that allows for consensus/agreement to be achieved 

With modernity, discourse is reduced to instrumental reason or that which is in service of individuals & systems goals

Habermas took the both systems (economically and governmental)

Public indviduals were lobbying the government for their own intrests which lead to a disaster for public sphere 

Instrumental reason 
Focus on technical rationality, private gain, achieving specific aims 

Communicative reason:
focus on achieving common understanding of issue (inter-subjective understandings) 
Opposite to instrumental reason 
Idea of how we talk in public sphere
Common understanding 

Ideal speech situation (key concept) 
Was necessary for communicative reason 
Ensured the exchange of communication is free rational and does not reinforce the political system 
Presuppose the others truthfulness (you get into a discussion with somebody with an open mind believing that they are not trying to deceive you for their own gain)
Be willing to have your opinion changed 
Assess speech acts based on validity claims 

Validity claims 
Truth (look at the support that’s been provided for the claim can be empirical) 
Truthfulness/sincerity (relates to the speaker of the claim/information what is their intent for having that particular view or information)
Rightness/appropriateness 
(how does this benefit the larger society and not individual needs)

Allow for critical reflection of the intention of the communication 

Habermas believes that this critical reflection is innate to human language
Did a lot of work the way humans interact and communicate 

Theory of Communicative Action 

Argument 
Because of commercial influences instrumental communication is the primary basis of communication resulting in a suspension of communicative reason

Habermas had some uplifting thougt
We need to set up this ideal speech system in media and social discourse to start the process of (re)developing moral progressive society based on communicative reason 

This is possible because universal basis of language is such that it naturally seeks inter subjective understanding 

Whats best for society (habermas)

Modern Opportunities 
Alternative media 
Social movements 
Others?
Was writing well before the internet age so is social media maybe one of these oppurtunities 


Limitations and Criticism 
Validity of the assumptions underlying the public sphere challenged (Nancy Fraser, 1992)
Need to bracket status difference? Not realistic mutlitplle public sphere rather than one 
Need one public?
Need to exclude debate about private interests? Some private intrests left in the private sphere (spousal abuse) 
Need to be autonomous from state?
In a modern democracy lesser role for public opnion and more for governmental 

Idealism of the theory (trying to do what he said that is making devisions on everyone there to come to consensus) 
Rigidity of the seperaton between communicative and instrumental reason (is persuasion always bad or is their a role for it or is it good for society as a whole) 

Yet…
Still widely used to explore:
Role of individual in societal change 
Role of media in society 
Form and nature of communication required of individuals and organizations in democratic society 
Underlying principals of language and augmentation 
Role of communication in social change 


Habermas 4 concepts
Access
Inclusiveness 
Rationality 
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